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toscan Harr. San Frripe pr AUSTIN, ? 


Navemil er 14th, 1835 $ 


TWO O CLOCK, P W 


The Ge neral-Couneil of Texas met. 

| James W. Robinson, Lieutenant-Governor, and ex officio 
resident of the General-Council, called the House to order, 
shen the following members appeared and took their seats 
From the Municipality of Austin, Wyly Martin, 


i si Brazoria, John A. Wharton 
p ' X Washington, Jesse Grimes, 
& i Maina, D.C. Barrett, 
E te Gonzales, J. D. Clements, 
2 i Fresca, A. G. Perry, 
E a Nacogdoches, Damiel Parker, 
a i San Augustine, A. Houston, 

`| = Liberty, Henry Millard, 
a i Harrisburg, W. P. Harris, 

|“ t Bevil, Wyatt Hanks, 
a “u Matagorda, Charles Wilson, 
j“ i Tenehaw, Martin Parmer, 
& Jefferson, Claiborne West, 


K © Guadaloupe Victoria, J. A. Padilla. 

| On motion of Mr. A. Houston, the Council proceeded to 
P< election of a Secretary, pro tem. Whereupon A. Hous- 
Bn was unanimously elected. 

Í On monon of Mr. Barrett, the Council appointed a com- 
Mte of three members to wait upon the Governor, and 
fom him the Council was organized and ready to receive 


‘ycommunicatiomhe might think it necessary, ‘at this time, 
P make. 
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Mr. Parmer moved that the Council proceed to elect , 
sergeant-at-arms, which was negatived. ' 

Mr. Hood, a Commissioner appointed by the Permanen 
Council, for certam purposes, laid before the Council docu. 
ments from Nacogdoches and San Augustine, which were 
ordered to be read. 

On motion of Mr. Royall, 

“ Resolved, that James Hall be, and he 1s hereby appointed 
a Judge to execute all acts of a first judge in the Munici. 
pality of Washington, for the time being, and until the place 
be regularly filled by this bedy.’’ 

On motion, the Council adjourned till 9 o'clock Monday 
morning, or sooner, 1f in the op»mon of the President it should 
be thought necessary. 


Counct, HALL, 
November 15, ion 


EIGHT O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met on the call of the President. 

On motion there was a committee of three appointed to 
take into consideration the state of the army, with instruc 
tions to report thereon as goon as practicable. 

On motion the Council adjourned tll 10 o'clock, A. M. 


TEN O'CLOCK, A M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The President laid before the House several communice 
tions from different parts of the country, which were ordered 
to be read. . 

The committee appointed to take into consideration th 
state of the army made the following report: 

“Your committee to whom was referred the present state 
of our army, now in the field, requesting a statement of ow 
views in commumeating with them on the best course tobe 
hereafter preserved, respectfully report: 

“That, in their opinion, the Governor and Gouncil shoul 
not appoint or commussion any officers for the command ¢ 
said army, unless previously elected or recommended ly 


5 


nemselves, but that a confidenual correspondence be imme- 
Jately and directly opened with some ofthe most influential 
| and active oNicers of the present army, now before Bexar, that 
pear views and intentions may be distinctly understood, and 
| hata committee of ———— gentlemen be appointed to pro- 
Í eed immediately to head quarters, with instructions from 
| he Governor and Council in charge of this correspondence, 
f ad should they find that the army must inevitably break 
up, to advise a guarded and orderly retreat upon the Guada- 
lupe ; but 1f, 1n their opinion, they can sustain themselves ın 
her present position until the artillery, ammunition, &c., can 
Hie received from the Umed States, and forwarded to that 
Ilace, to do so by all means, antl that this body will do all in 
f her power to sustain them, afd provide for their comfort.” 
WYLY/MARTIN, ? 

HENRY MILLARD, Committee 

J. D. CLEMENTS, fÍ 
On motion of Mr. Parmer, the report was unammously 
adopted. 
| On motion of Mr. Parmer, the blanks in the above report, 
wyunmg persons to be appointed to bear despatches to the 
by, were filled with the names of Thomas Gay and Wm. 
Pettus. 
On motion, a committee was appomted to make extracts 
om several communications read to “the Council this day, 
Bad to prepare a report to be forwarded to the army. 
| On motion of Mr. Parmer, the Council proceeded to the 
ection of a Secretary of the General-Councail. Whereupon, 
P. B. Dexter was duly elected. 
A Accounts, marked “1” and “3” were presented, and, 
ramotion, were ordered to he on the table until to-morrow. 
j Yn motion, the Council adjourned till 9 o’clock, to-mor- 
ow morning. 


Councit HALL, 
November 16th, 1835. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 
| The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 


Ur. Padilla, from the Municipality of Guadaloupe de Vic- 
Wna, presented his credentials, and took his seat. 
Ar 
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On motion of Mr. A. Houston, 
“Resolved, That the General Council adopt for the Oye 
ernment of its deliberations, the rules and regulations i: tes 
ceived by the Consultation at its late session.” | 
The President presented to the Council a proposition fon § 
Mi. A. Hotchkiss, to raise a company of artillerists to be ins 
corporated into the regular army of Texas, which wa 
ordered to he on the table. ; 
Mr. Barrett, from the select committee to whem had bem 
committed the duty to make extracts from sundry communi fl 
cations from the United States, and elsewhere, and to report 
to the army on the prospect betore us, made the following 
report: 
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“ GENERAL CounciL-HALL, Sav FELPE DE Austy,) | 
November 15, 1885, 
The Council met at the special call of the Lientenant-Go-! 
vernor, who suhmutted a number of documents received anced 
the last meeung, from the United States, and various pans! 
of Texas, principally relating to the present situation of the 
country. After the papers and documents were read, dh, 
Barrett moved that Messis. Martin, Clements and Millard leg 
acommittee to report upon the state of the army, &c., and that 
the Council adjourn to meet ın one hour. 
On meeting of the Council the committee made the followng 
report: | 
s Your committee to whom was referred the present slate] 
of our army, now in the field, and our views of the bes 
course which we advise hereafter to be pursued, respectlilly 
report: y f 
“ That in‘our opiımon the Governor and Council should wt 
appoint or commission any officers for the command of sid 
army unless previously elected or recommended by then} 
selves, but that a confidential correspondence be immediate'y 
and directly opened with some of the moat influential am 
active officers of the present army, now before Bexar, with 
view that their objects and intentions may be distinctly 
derstood, and that a committee of two gentlemen be ap 
pointed to proceed immediately to head quarters; ™ 
instructions from the Governor and Council, charged w% 
this correspondence, should they find that the army m 
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yovitably break up, to advise a guarded and orderly retreat 
pn the Guadaloupe, but if, ın their opinion, they can sus- 
iia, themselves in their present position, until the artillery, 
munition, &c., can be received from the United States and 
frwarded to that place, to do so by all means,—that this 
Council will do all in their power to sustain them, and provide 
for ther comfort,” 

On motion, it was resolved that William Pettus and Thos. 
Gay be the gentlemen to whom this correspondence shall be 
atrusted, with instructions to advise prompt and full com- 
qunigation with the Governor and Council. 

Qn motion of Mr. J. A. Wharton, it was resolved that 
\egsrs. Barrett and A. Houston be appointed a committee to 
mke such extracts from reports and documents, received by 
he General-Council as would give them all the mformation 
nv in its possession. ‘The following extracts contain all the 
formation deemed necessary to be communicated 

Bya letter addressed to the Provisional Government, by 
he Committee of Satety, of the jurisdiction of Liberty, dated 
the 9th msta 1s the followimg extract: 

‘The committee would respectfully express their hope 
litall personal prejudices heretofore existing among us may 
lad aside, and an universal feeling of harmony and conh- 
ence prevail. In behalf of their fellow-citizens, they state 
lat a premature Declaration of Independence would be 
texpedient, and injurious; that a temporary provisional or- 
nation of government with a careful attention to the 
eelopement of events 1s the best pouey: that a precipitate 
ae fram the Mexican Republic might incur repre- 
nson,” my 
By a letter from San Augustine, of the third inst., from the 
lommittee of Safety of that jurisdiction, the General-Council 
sinformed that sixty volunteers from the Umited States will 
rach that place on to-morrow, destined for head quarters ; 
it efforts are making to mount all the men at Nacogdoches 
thich can be obtained, destined for the same place, and say 
kutupwards of 40 mounted volunteers will march- from this 
ce on the 6th inst; that the patriotism of the citizens of 
pe District, Tenehaw, and Bevil’s settlement, is worthy 
Nnotice; that the people on Sabineriver seem wantingin pat- 

m That in this place thirteen horses anid four Band d 
wats, cash, have been subscribed since Sunday last, added tọ 
her subseriptions destined for the support of their country, 
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make in the aggregate a considerable amount ; much targe 
sums will be advanced if necessary; that the whole numi 
of men soon to march from this place and Nacogdoches i) 
make one hundred and fifty. We wish to communicije the 
same, without delay, to the commander-in-chet of the aim 
of Texas. We enclose you a copy ofa letter from Natahyg: 
ches, hom D. H. Vail, Esq., that vou may see the interest (ch 
in that place for the citizens ot Texas. The letter ation, 
referred to, trom D. H. Vail, is dated October 31st, 1835, troni 
which we make the following extract: 

On yesterday we started a subscription, and about $80, 
in diferent articles, have been subsernbed and reeeied—| 
havé been appointed treasurer—you must instruet the team 
to haul out all T have to send. The French popalation; indi. 
ferent, have come out and subscribed liberally ta day, and] 
beleve all will, eventuullv, assist. ‘The company from New 
Orleans, left to day at 12 o'clock, I have sent by them $10, 
in blankets, clothing, and provisions. The Mexican Cons, 
at this place, tore down his sign and stamped it under fact, 
and says he is with the people. The waggons have jist ar 
rived—l] shall immediately load them with arms and bageate, 
of camp No. 1, Texas Volunteers.” , 

In a letter from Mr. ha Ingram, dated Goliad, October3l, 
1835, we are informed ot the arrival there of twenty-five men 
‘rom Bay Vrairie, which enabled the commandant of tht 
place to send on that dav thirty-seven men for reducing the 
garrison and fortress on the Nueces, the expedition onthe 
30th ultimo. He also states that permanent peace has beer 
made with the Carancahua [ndians—fifty men are kept a 
that post, generally, in good health and spints. uy 

By letters and enclosures fiom Thomas F. M Kinney, an 
M'Kımey, & Wiliams; we give you the followmg---M'King 
and Williams write under date of the 9th instant: 

“Enclosed you have a copy of a letter from a very-conl 
dential friend of ours, at Tampico,-19th‘altimo. We as 
state that the schooner Louisiana just arrived at New Òr 
leans, from Mobile, where two thousand dollars had bes 
subscribed for the assistance of Texas.” : o 

This letter gives. the idea that the people of the Unitel 
States are coming m great numbers to our assistance. Tht 
Mexican schooner Montezuma, with another vessel, is cruizint 
in the Gulf. The Vera Cruzana is off Matagorda—more cor 
missions for vessels in the Texas service are requested. Er 
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j $ 
É used m this letteris one from George Fisher, of New Orleans, 
ffa very confidential nature. 

| Bythe Tampico letter ıt is stated thata proclamation 1s 
iqued relative to Texas, which has produced a great excite- 
fmt there. A battalion of five hundred men from that town, 
vissaid, have marching orders for Texas by Col. Gomez, at 
Bierequest of Gos. We extract the following: 

“An express arrived here from Cos, for Gomez, a day or 
two since, particulars not known. Texas has many friends 
É; this state, and J am confident that if she sustains herself 
ara few months, that the army in the interior will have work 
more importance than ten of Texas. An express relative 
p Texas left here for Mexico two days since, with orders to 
ych there in four days. Santa Anna will demand mony 
jm the churches, and report says will be on his march tor 
twe in a few months, with about ten thousand men. I 
wild not be surprised to see Santa Anna here in Tampico, 
sixty days, on his way to Matamoras, and Texas. I hope 
ut no doubts are now entertained in Texas as to his inten- 
mstowatds them; Gomez’s proclamation speaks for itself, 
:swears that not an Anglo-American shall be left in Texas 
tat-he will drive you as smoke before the wind.” 

Adetter enclosed from Mr. Fisher, of New Orleans, of the 
binst, ¢ « 

“In my last I have informed you of my plan of operations, 
snow give you further and more ample advice. We will 
uioon the 6th inst. for Tampico, armed and equipped asthe 
eamstances require—-eyery thing there wilt bein readines,— 
sshall be-assisted by the steamboat and its establishment at 
thar,—pilot, &c., now waiting for us; thence we will pro- 
eito Matamoras, where every thing is also provided, for 
Montezuma being in the. Brazos Santiago per information 
days ago, must be a prize to us; there are at present in 
"port (New Orleans, ) seven Mexican vessels, including 
Revenue Cutter, Santa Fe, for various destinations, if we 
Fhe Montezuma, as I hope we will, we will soon form a. 
futon and stop the revenue of the usurper, which will 
"ett his molesting you at sea. Iam going in the capacity 
&ctetary to the expedition. We have.some five officers, 
Mibout one hundred and fifty men. Carabajal, Fernando 
clem, and Peter Car have chartered a vessel to lente 
tina few days for the Gareitas, with provisions and mer- 
andie for family use, as they say, 
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By a letter addressed to the Provisional Government of 
Texas, of the 4th inst., from the Acting Committee, ke., y 
the city of New Orleans. We give the following extracts 

“The Committee of this city on the affairs of Texas, af 
dressed you a few lines on the 20th October, through MJ, 
Hall, who accompamed the volunteers from this city, -aboy 
one hundred and twenty, in all, sent to your aid, where wf 
hope theır' services will be useful; we now have the plenm 
of sending about thirty more, raised in Mobile and put mid 
der control of this committee. The contemplated expedi 
tion under General Mexia, of one hundred and fifty men, wi 
sarl to-morrow on board the schooner Mary Jane, all wi 
armed and-provided for. ‘Tampico is the place of destinatioig 
which we have no doubt will be in his possession in afy 
days. He will communicate with you after -his arrival hy 
express. We rejoice åt the news of the first blow bey 
struck with success, ‘and we sincerely’ hope that others au 
ly triumphant will be struck. We shall continue. oura 
which you may command without reserve.” 

A letter was received from T. F. M’Kinney,'fromt 
mouth of the Brazos, dated 11th inst., 12 o’clock at night 
which states in substance that he had succeeded in géttingd 
schooner San Felipe, aground in Matagorday Bay ; andy 
in a few days be ready for cruising off the shores of Tex 
The schooner William Robbins will go with her, that thy 
will immediately leave for New Orleans to negotiatea Jt 

for one hundred thousand dollars for present purposes—ii4 
if money is‘wanting in the mean time, he will-accept smy 
drafts, § or 6 hundred dollars at a time, until the Joan is 4 
fected in the United States, he is fearful to have larger bi 
drawn on him at one time, on account of the scarcity of m 
ney in the country. By communications from the Ug 
` States, he entertains no doubt of obtaining men and money 4 
Texas-States that a vessel is cruising off the coast Wy 
exchanged several shots with the San Felipe while sh 
on the beach, on last Thursday,—thinks that some shoti 
the Mexi¢an—she soon pttout to’sea.. A large gun, 18 p 
der, is at Matagorda, there being no balls, has not bees™ 
warded tothe army—thinks that General Mexia’s entepy 
will be important—he is securing the steamboat boilers # 
a-view to make her a safe cruiser near shore.” 

The commissioners sènt out to the Indiaris report thal 

sidérable dissatisfaction prevails among the northern 10 
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ading their lands in Texas, but are fuily of opımon that 
ro hostile movements will be made tf they cari have any se- 
rity their just rights will be protected ;'the convention 
we already acted upon this subject decisively, and directed 
ihe Governor and Council to take measures to satisfy them of 
hat fnendship, and determination that their rights shall be 
illy respected. 

The receivers of the public monies of the Department of 
‘acogdoches having considerable amount of funds ọn hand 
Lie promptly surrendéted them to the Provisional Govern- 
wit, which will.in ‘a few days be m the Treasury. All 
bei that.quarter evinces liberality ayd patriotism. We are 
Maisted-from all reports that ıf we do-justice to the northern 

hians they will be our fnends. 

Bý a communication received from the Committee of Safe- 
hoi Nacogdoches, ofthe 10th inst., from-which we make the 
showing extract : ‘ : 3 
“This committee beg leave to enclose a printed copy of a 
fet recerved this morning from San Atigustine, for the dn- 
mation of the Council,-which printed’ document states'in 
welance, ‘that six hundred and one volunteers from Ten- 
weed have Arrived at Natchitoches, besides their-other atme, 
ing two eighteen pounders, and the necessary suppliés, 
t(éstined for the Texas service, more daily expected at 
kigdoches.’ Various‘opinions are entertained here by the 
mbers'of the Council as to the correctness of, this informa- 
k, but Judge Hood, one of the committee sent out to the 
ians, and who returned last evening from San Augustine, 
ta that he heard of. volunteers from North Alabama,.and 
anessee, being on the way, and that. the information was 
wally believed there to be correct,and that great anxiety 
Maed in those sections of the United States, particularly, 
avor of Texas.” 
the preceding gives a clear view of all the intelligence in 
won of the Provisional Government, from the several 
ues named, all which is submitted to this honorable body, 
kOrwarded bythe President to the army, agreeably to 
kregoing resolution. ; 
hi motion of Mr. Millard, the above report was adopted. 
Barrett, from the committee appointed to superintend 
ating ofthe proceedings of the Consultation, in parnph- 
i asked to fave the assistance of Mr. Kellogg in tran- 
g which.was granted. - . ; 
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Executive Department or Teras § 


o his Excellency the President, and 

Members of the Legisiatwe Council of all Terasi , 
GentLemen—Called upon to discharge the duties of jell 
supreme Executive of the free and sovereign state of Terg 
I commence the task‘not,without mistrust of my abilities, hy 
relying chiefly upon your support, and the indulgente of ay 
intelligent and well disposed people; I am inspired with cmt 
dence and cheered by the hope, that our united efforts to pig 
mote the public good, will not prove unavailing, : 
I trust that there is not one of your body insensible t the 
many dangers that threaten, surround and overhang og 
adopted country; that there is not one who does not feel te 
importance of the great trust confided, and who ie not awar 
of the heavy responsibilities, which. necessarily devolve ups 
us. In the onset, in the very beginning, cre one etror is com 
mitted, or an aet performed, I call upon.you to summon ti 
your assistance moral coufage 3 to throw around you thein 
penetrable shield óf honesty; to march onward in the path 
way of duty, and undauntedly to meet the dangers and obatu 
cles which chance or design may throw in your way, , liw 
cower or sink beneath the task, shame and disgrace awaitwy, 
and ruin irretrievable to our adopted country, Contem aia 
the task before you, the dangers to be encountered, and th 
obstacles to be removed or surmounted, and decline the tal] 
or make a beginning with a fixed determination, faithfully ax 


fearlessly to perform your duties. 
I thus take the liberty to admonish, you, because ne comma 


duties devolve upon you. 

Fou have to call system from chaos; to start the wheels 9 
government, clogged and impeded as they are by conflicting 
interests, and by discordant materials. Without funds, w 
out the munitions of war; with an army in the field conten 
ing against a powerful foe. These are the auspices une 
which we are forced to make a beginning. 

2, Our country is.now involved in war. Our foe is far a 
perior to us in nuinbers and resources. Yet when I com 
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ihe stom materials of which our army is composed, the gal- 
hntand heroic men that are now in the field, I regard not the . 
, disparity of numbersybut am satisfied that we could push our 
Languests even to the walls of Mexico, I earnestly recom- 
‘pend that you adopt the most prompt and energetic measures 
behalt of the army } that you forthwith provide all the ne- 
essary munrtions of war, so that the army may not be tramp- 
ator impeded by remissness on the part of the Government. 
and that you be careful to select agents of known skill and 
wience to- purchase artillery and other’ munitions. 

3, Another nnportant matter will require your immediate 
atention. Our seaports and froutier ‘towns are unprotected, 
ind exposed to the mercy of the enemy. The policy of hav- 
wg them well fortified must be obvious to all.: Itherefore re- 
amend the organization of a Civil and Topographical En- 
acer Corps, and the commencement of thé work of fortifica- 
yonacd defence without delay. oa 

4. Irecommend the granting of Letters of Marque and Re- 
pial; by doing which we cannot only prevent invasion by 
va but we can blockade all the ports of Mexico, and destroy 
i commerce, and annoy and hurrass the enemy more in a 
bw mouths, Ihan by many. years’ war, carried on within our 
at limits. fly own mind is satisfied that the whole of our 
giritime operations can be carried on by foreign capital and 
iweign enterprise. Already applications for’ commissions 
iye been made 3 they are walling to take the hazard, as such 
dort them every encouragement. 

5 Provisions have already been made for the organization 
fa corps of Rangers, and J conceive it highly important that 
wu should place-a bold, energetic and-enterprising comman- 
brat their head. ‘This corps well managed, will prove a 
nfeguard to our hitherto unprotected frontier inhabitants, and 
yevent the depredations of those savage hordes that infest 
ur borders, I conceive this very important at this moment, 
uitis known that the Mexiean authorities have endeavored 
Wengaage them in a war with us. 

§. Volunteers from foreign countricsare daily reaching our 

does and enlisting m our cause. ‘These gallant and chival- 

sumen are actuated alone by the noblest motives; no sor- 
or mercenary considerations have induced them to leave 

tir homeca and share our fate. Let us then act with becom 

a generosity, and unasked give valoritsreward. LTrecom- 

mad this not only that the world may know what are the in- 

B 
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ducements which Texas holds forth to the brave and enter. 
prizing; but in order that it may be now settled and not here. 
after become the cause of dissatisfaction. - ; 

7. Some of our red brethren of. the Cherokee, Shawnee 
and other of their associate bands, are located on certain 
lands within our limits, to which it is generally understood 
that they have a just and equitable title. They have lately 
been interrupted in. their title by surveys and locations with. 
in the limits which they claim, which has created among then 
great dissatisfaction,. [therefore recommend that you second 
the measures of the late Convention in this matter, and never 
desist. until the objects cantemplated by that body be carried 
gpg eee ore ee for fore 

: ÍI recommend, the employing of agents for foreign coun. 
tries; that they be clothed with edial powers, and that tp 
be sent to different points, with a view of procuring for Texas 
all the aid and assistance that a generous and sympathizing 
world will bestow- A 

9. I would also recommend the establishment of a Tarif 
and. the appointment of Revenue Officers to collect imposts 
and tonnage duties; alsoa collector for the purpose of col- 
lecting all> sums due the government on lands or other 


organization of the Government. 

12. You will find it necessary to appoint a Treasurer and 
perhaps other officers which you may hereafter find myi- 
site, a 

13. It will also become your duty to select some place a 
the seat of government, at which to hold your regular sittmgs 
during the continuance of the present form of government: 
Tn doing this you will, throw aside all local partialitiss am 
prejudices, and fix on. that-point possessing most adras 
ges, and the best calculated to forward our views by guy 
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omptness and energy to our united actions, I therefore 
dem it unnecessary to make further suggestions on that‘sub- 
yet, and will only add, that. a Council-Hall, together with 
‘they offices for the different departments of government, is 
dispensable. | 

14. “I have now, gentlemen, touched upon all the matters 
(fimpottance that have presented themselves to mes—doubt- 
ys many have escaped my observation which you will de- 
we Iwill, from time fo time, present such other matters for 
your consideration as may occurto me. Again permit me to 
rmind you of the necessity of acting with energy, boldness, 
ndpromptitude,—that the welfare of thousands depends upon 
your actions. Your country possesses immense resources if) 
popetly developed; it is for you to quicken and enliven the 
merges of the body politic, and make Texas the Eden of 
America. 

I conclude, gentlemen, by expressing the hope that the 
Supreme ruler of Nations will smile upon your ‘councils, and 
dat, by our united efforts, we will beenabled to place Texas 
aa situation to become -what the God of Nature designed 
erto be, a land of Liberty and of Laws—of agriciiture and 
{sommerce,—the pride and support of our lives, and a 
kacy of price unspeakable to posterity, 

HENRY SMITH. 
Sen Felipe, 16th Nov., 1835. 


On mation of Mr. Parmer, 500 copies of the above message 
vere ordered to be printed in hand-bill form. 

Oa motion of Mr. Barrett, Messrs. Parmer, Clements and 
ns Were appointed to provide a horse to go withan express 
othe army. 

On mooi of Mr. Perry, the Council went into an election 
d first and second Judges for the Municipality of Viesea. 

Whereupon, Joseph L. Hood and John Martin were par 
anomination for the first and second Judges of that Manici- 
pity, and were daly elected. | l 

On motion of Mr. Millard, the Council went into àn elec- 
ca first and second Judges for the Municipality of 

rly. f 
Whereupon, Wm. Hardin and Henry W. Farley wow fut 
iomination for the first and second Judges of that M : 
rand were duly elected. 
Oy motion of Mr. Wharton, the Lieutenaut-Govermor was 


‘port to the army. Before the Council proceeded to act a 
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requested to issue an order in favor of Mr. Padilla for fif 

dollars, and. take his individual note for the repayment, ; 
On motion of Mr. A. Houston, the Council adjourned tla 

o’clock, p. m. . 


. TWO O'CLOCK, P. y, 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment. E 
Mr. Parmer, fiom the Committee appointed to provides 
horse and courier to bear dispatches to the army reported that 
Mr. Urbane had a horse which was atthe service of the Conn. 
cil, on their paying him one hundred and sixty: dollars, and 
that Mr. George M. Patrick would be the bearer of the re- 


the report of the committee, Capt. John W. Moore offered to 
the Council a horse belonging to him for the purposes required, 
which was accepted. ` 
. Mr. A. E. C. Johnson tendered his resignation as a com- 
missioner for the Department of Nacogdoches, under the 
táth scction of the organic law, which was accepted. 
- Mr. A. Houston presented the following resolution, which 
tvas adopted: E a 

“ Resolved, that Wm. M. Sigler, be appointed a commir 
gioner for the Department of Nacogdoches, in the place of 
A. E, C. Johnson, resigned, to take charge of the Land-oflice 
papers, as directed by the 14th section of the organic law.” 

Ün motion of Mr. Barrett, the oath preseribed by the araw 
nic law, was amended hy inserting the words, “and I wil 
faithfully perform and execute the duties of my office, agreer 
bly te law and the best of my abilities,” before the words 
“so help me God.” i 

Mr. A. Houston moved that accounts marked No. “1” and 
“2” be taken up, which was negatived. 

Mr. Parker offered the following resolution which was nega 
tived : - ee ee: 

“Resolved, that a committee of three be appointed to ex 
amine and report to the Council the aed busines 0 
the Convention, which it becomes the duty of this body to 
act upon.” 

On motion of Mr. Millard, it was 

“ Resolved, that a committee of three be appointed tore 
port what standing committees it may be necessary to a 
point on the several subjects embraced in the message. 
the Governor, this day read to the Council. The Presiden! 


1? 
~ned-Méssrs. Millard, Martin, and Wharton as that com- 


tiee, o 
ae Barrett moved for, the appointment of a Door-Keeper, 
ed to. . E ‘ 
Nexander Blair hee put in nomination, was duly elected. 
On motion of Mr. Wharton, it was ze we E 
«Resolved, that the .Council hold its morning session 
tm. o'clock to adjournment, and the gvening session from ` 
r¢clock p.m., to adjournment. bees “3 
On motion of Mr. Millard, ‘the Council adjourned till 7 
deck, py me Seug š - 


- 
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COUNCIL-HALL, SAN FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
November 16, 1885. 
SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. Ms 
‘The Council met pursuant to adjournment. l 
Mr. Millard, from the committee appointed to report what 
ading committees are necessary, made the following re- 
, which was adopted : 
“Your committee, to whom was referred the subject of 
aming the standing committees ofthe General Council of all 
Texas, beg leave to report: 
“That they have had the subject under cousideration, and 
mpectfully suggest the following for your consideration : 
"A committee of three en the Affairs of the Army. 
“A committee of three on the Affairs of the Navy. 
“A committee of three on Fiscal Affairs. 
“A committee of three on the Affairs of State. 
“A committee of three on Land and Indian Affairs.” 
HENRY MILLARD, `, 
; Chairman. 
WYLY MARTIN, | ii 
J. A. WHARTON, ? eee 


Whereupon, the President announced the following stand- 


committees. - © : 
Cera on Military Affairs—Messrs. Wharton, Honeton 


g 
mo on Affairs of State.—Messra. Barrett, Padilla 
r. ; e 


erm ee 


1s 


Committee on Naval Affairs—Messrs. Perry, Harris ay 
West. 

Committee on Land and Indian Affairs.—Messrs, May, 
Parmer and Grimes. 

Commitiee on Finance—Messrs. Millard, Wilson m 
Clements. 3 > 

The Governor's message was again read, and the se 
subjects embraced in it was assigned ‘to the several sta 
committees, thus: 

The second, third and fifth sections, and so much of tg 
sixth and eleventh sections as relate to the. Military o 
tions, were referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

The fourth section was referred to the Committee on N 
val Affairs. u 

The seventh section was referred to the Committee 
Lands and Indian Affairs. 

The fifth and ninth sections were referred to the Commit 
on Finance. 

The tenth, twelfth and thirteenth sections, and so mucho 
the sixth and eleventh sections as relate to State Affairs wer 
referred to the Committee on State Affairs. 

‘On motion of Mr. Harris, the Council adjourned til 
o’ clock, a. m. ; . 


Ver 


t 
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Councert HALL, 
November 17th, 125.4 
NINE O'CLOCK, Ao M 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journals having been read, 

On motion of Mr. Millard, it was made the duty of the & 
retary, in addition to the motions and resolutions, to em 
upon the journals the reports of committees and the mes 
of the Governor. cs 

The President submitted to the Council letters retaw 
from Messrs. M’Kinney & Williams, and Mr. Grea 
which were read. GA 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, so much of the letters j” 4 
as related to matters connected with the army, was? 
to the committee on Military Affairs; so much as re -+ 
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ral concerns was referred to, the Comnijttee on’ Finance, 
Lad that part relating to other matters was referred to the 
wnmittee on State Affairs. -~ . Š 

Ga motion of Mr: Barrett, it was ordered thatthe words 
and Judiciary ” be added to the style of the Committee on 
irs of State. a a l i 

Mr, Barrett presented a communication, recommending 
ha W. Moore for the office of Collector for the port of 
Hslveston, which was read, and ordered 10 lie on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Hanks, the,proposition of Mr. Hotchkiss, 
don the table yesterday,.was faken up and referred to the 
mmittee on Military Affairs. ra) 

On motion the Council adjourned (to afford the committees 
opportunity to prepare their several reports,) till 7 o'clock, 


“N A i ‘ 

| : SEVEN O'CLOCE, P. M- 

| The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr, Padilla presented a communication asking for an in- 
preter to attend him during the, sitting of the Council, 
lich was granted, and D. B. Macomb was appointed inter- 
yeter, X , 

Mr. Barrett, from the Committee on the Affairs of State 
id Judiciary, made the following 1eport: 


To the honorable the General Council of Texas, 
“Your committee to whom was referred such parts of the 
wvernor’s message as relate to Affairs of State, &c., report, 
“That the immediate appointment of a Treasurer to the 
Provisional Government, whos duty shall be clearly defined, 
snow devolving upon this body. Receipts and disburse- 
ments of the public monies have been hitherto carried on with- 
ntsystem, consequently without any other responsibilities to 
k public than that high sense of moral feeling which so 
@einently distinguishes the free sans of that country in revo- 
ronary times from which our citizens have descended. 

The dispatch of business in times like the-present is very 
“prtant. Great injuries are often consequent upon dila- 
IE y proceedings in matters of public céncernment; but while 
tui ptness is so important, order and correctness 
“wevail. The people should at alktimes hava the 

“is of knowing the acts of their public agents; this can. 
=. , be done by adopting general rules, system and consisten 
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cy of condaċt, in the observance of those rules, and recon 
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memorials of all aur doitigs: ‘To this end your commit 
advise the creation of the office of Secretary to the Exeniys 
who shall also be the clerk of enrollment of the proceeding 
of the General Council. ‘They-also advise.the appointmen 
of two clerks ‘to the several standing committees, whose dota 
shall be-designated:: ` - Bt 


2 + 
Yout committée is concérned to see the want of unanii) 
in this body, ‘upon the proper location of a place where tow 
tablish the sittings and offices of the ‘ Provisidnal Goven 
ment.” Severalplaces have been mentioned as suited to thy 
object, and your committee being unprepared to detemiy 
the matter, will briefly submit the representation’ maden 


“ae 
s3 


them by different persons. : 


By some it is contended that the location should bein Wis, 
ington on the Brazos; this place is said to be situated in 
thickly populated country, and most central to the inhabitg 
parts of Texas. It is khown that this town is of very ren 
origin, having few if any suitable buildings or rooms for publ 
business, and no printing establishment. Convenience a 
retirement are necessary for public officers, in the dispatch q 
business of the~character in which we are now engaged 
These objects cannot be expected at present in Washingtm 
hereafter this place will no doubt be fixed upon as the se 
of Governament. 

The inconveniencies and discomforts of our present Joa 
tion are toe sensibly’ felt by every member of the Provision 
Government to require any remarks; an excellent and wi 
conducted Press is the only present inducement for continua 
in San Felipe :—Matagorda and Velasco, destitute of the kg 
ter advantage, possesses no superiority of convenience S 
business over San Felipe, and although strongly recommen 
ed by some, will scarcely produce any difference of opi 
in this body. | 

Brazoria, with the advantages of a good and well condu 
ed Press, is represented as having a suitable Council-Bi 
well adapted rooms, and other conveniences for the 4 
patch of public business. Its location upon the navig 
waters of the Brazos, affords a'most hourly commun’ xq 
‘with the coast, and the distance from the army willm-"q 

one day’s, differencé in travel more than to Seq 
and about the same as to Washington; but the bay s% 
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y roads at this season of the year, is said to be a serious 
A .gqdvantage, if not an insuperable objection. 
With these statemenis your committee submits to the wis- 
wn of the Council to determine the place of its sittings, and 
telocation of the Provisional Government.* ` i 
Concluding with urging the necessity of prompt decision, 
hher matters will be ieported to the Council as soon az 
ine will permit. = 
D.C. BARRETT, 
Chairman. 
` ©. WJ. A PADILLA, .- c l 
* DAN’L. PARKER, f soMmMiittee. 

Qn motinn of Mr. Houston, the foregomg report was 
ko ted. : : 
EoD the foregoing report; the committee submit- 
dan ordinance creating the offices of Treasury, Secretary 
the Executive, Clerks to several Committees, defining their 
nies, and for other purposes: which was laid on the table. 
Mr. Wyly Martin asked and obtained leave to vacate his 
at for thë purpose of joining the army. ; 
Mr. Houston moved that the Council adjourn, when it leaves 
is place, to the town of Washington. - , 
The question being taken’on the above, and‘ the Ayes and 
es were demanded, ihe vote‘stood thus: 
Aves—Messrs. Wharton, Guines, Barrett, Perry, Parker, 
piston, Parmer and Padilla—s. - : 
Nors—-Messrs. Clements, Millard, Hanks, Harris, Wilson 
West—6: so the question was decided in the affirma- 
Mr. Houston moved that the Council adjourn to meet at 
whington on the 23d insta, but withdrew his motion, at the 
gestion of Mr. Barrett, who offered the following, whick 
wadopted < ooa 
‘Resolved, that an express be immediatelly sent to Wash- 
fon to inform the citizens of the temoval of the Provi- 
mal Government to that place, and requesting them te be 
padiness to reeeive its officers; and also that the fact of its 
wal be communicated to the army, and to all parts of 
“g. A 
F motion of Mr. Parker, Mr: W. S. Fisher was appointed 
pire the proceedings of the Consultation for publication, 
«tthe supervision of the committee of that body, to wham 
tduty had been committed. 
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On motion of Mr. Wharton, the same compensation was § 
allowed to Mr. Fisher, while employed in that service, ag was | 
given to the Secretary of the Council. | 

On motion of Mr. Wharton the Council adjourned till nine! 
o'clock to-morrow morning. d 


t 


CovncrL-HALL, SAN FELIPE DE Atvstin, 

November 18th, 1835. $ 
NINE O'CLOCK, Ad | 
The Council met pursuant to adjournment. ! 
The journal of yesterday having been read, : 
On motion of Mr. Wharton, the Council proceeded to the| 
election of supernumary members, from the several Municipe: 
lities, in order that vacancies: occurring therein may bi 

promptly filied, 
Whereupon, the following persons were put in nomination 

and duly elected. 


From the Municipality of Austin, Thomas Barnett, 
G it Brazoria, John A. Wharton} 
i i Washington, Asa Mitchell, 

d s - Mina, J. S. Lester. 

ol t Gonzales, ‘ Benj. Fuqua, 

ti s4 Presca, : $ JL. Hood, 

a t Nacogdoches, Win. Whitaker, 
at * Liberty, Henry Millard, «| 
n San Augustine, A. E. C. Johmon 
as a Harrisburg, Geo, M, Patrick, 
e es Bevil, X John A. Veatch, 
‘a ss Matagorda, ` Charles Wilson. 


Mr. Barrett called for the reading of the report of th 
Special Committee on the state of the army of the 16th ins 
which report was tead. 

Mr. Parker offered the following resolution. bees 

“Resolved, that the committee on Military Affairs be 
structed to take into their immediate consideration the pre 
ent state of ourarmy, and advise the best method of ap 
plying the present want of clothing, medicines, &.’ 
some debate, Mr. Parker withdrew the above, and pè 
sented the following, which was adopted: 
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«Resolved that a seléct committee of three be appointed < 
lu take into consideration the present state of the army, and 
port thereon, Messrs. Parker, Grimes, and Clements were 
appointed said committee: a l 

The following message was recéived fromthé Governor: 


' Exseutive Department or Texas, 
November 18th 1835. } 
Th the honorable President, and ` 
members of the Legislative Council, 
| GexrbemeN—Your honorable body will, no doubt, see 
e necessity and pfopriety of appointing d Secretary to the 
secutive Department, whose duties will be assigned him by 

wur body ; I recommend to your consideration -Charles B. 

Sewart, esq, as a suitable and fit person to fill that office. 
Respectfully, Gentlemen, =, 

Your obedient servant, 
HENRY SMITH. 

Dn motion of Mr. Barrett, the ordinance creating the ofti- 
» of Treasurer, Secretary to the Executive, Clerks to 
weal Committees, defining their duties, and for other pur- 
wes, Was taken up. 

a The fist, second, and third sections having been read, 
tre adopted. 

The fourth section having been read, on motion of Mr- 
huis, the blank in it was filled with $3,000 per annum. 

The fith section having been read, on motion of Mr. 
Warton, all after the word “services”? was stricken out, 
eX the words “six dollars per diem” inserted as a substi 
t, when the question was taken on the passage of the ordi 
we, and decided in the affirmative. 
drmotion, C. B. Stewart was appointed Secretary to the 
cutive, and Clerk of Enrollments. 

@ ‘umotion of Mr. Wharton, David B. Macomb was appoin- 

X Chief Clerk to the Committees on Military Affairs, on 
Mnl Affairs, and on Land and Indian Affairs. 

@ motion of Mr. Harris, the Council adjourned to 7 

ek, p. m. 


ne 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 
Te Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
‘motion of Mr: Parker, it was’ 


24 


“Resolved; that the Committee on Military Affairs be jp. | 
structed to take into their immediate consideration the object i 
of the Convention, in ordering an election to be held on the $ 
third Monday of December next, for the purpose of organizing | 
the Militia, and that they report thereon, as soon as practica | 
ble, that it may be carried into immediate effect. - 

Mi. Giimes, from the select: committee to report on the $ 
present state of the army, presented the following report: | 
To the honorable the 

Gereral Council of all Texas, . | 

“Your committee, appointed to take into consideration thg 
present state of the army, now in the field,.and to make ref 
port thereon, have had the same under consideration and ber 
Jeave to make the following report: > o. ai 

«We recommend that a contractor for the present volunteer] 
army be forthwith appointed, and that he be required to pur- | 
chase and forward to head quarters for the use of the present] 
army now in the field, as speedy as possible, the articles! 
named in the ordinance, submiited herewith, | 

«We learn, with pleasure, that a quantity of medicines have 
lately been forwarded frorn this place, which have probably} 
reached the army ere this, and will be sufficient for the present] 
emergency. 

“We futher recommend that the commander-in-chief bem 
structed to require the said contractor to furnish the army] 
such necessaries as they shall trom time to time require. 

“ We would very fespectfully recommed to the Gowal 
ihe appointment of John .W. Moore as a fit and suitable per § 
son to fll the place of contractor as aforesaid, and that he he! 
legally authorized and required to proceed immediately to the 
performance of the aforesaid duties and that he be vested with 
full power and authority to pledge the public faith for thel 
payment of such debts ashe may contract by virtue of his 
said appointment. | 

«We have also had under our consideration the propriety, 
of establishing an express route between the army and theg 

General Council, and deem it indispensably necessary. 

«We therefore recommend that a committee of three be 
be appointed to contract witha fit and proper person, and up 
the besttermsto be procured, who shall be obligated to canyi 
all necessary expresses between the General Council and the 
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amy at the shortest notice,,and in the most expeditious 
manner. `: ` i 


«We further recommend thata copy of the foregoing re port, ` 


when adopted, be forwarded tothe army by Capt Wyly 
Martine a 
i DANIEL PARKER, . 


Chairman, 


š 


JESSE GRIMES, gcd 
J. D. CLEMENTS, ? ee 


On motion of Mr. Houston, the foregoingreport was adopted. 
Accompanying the above report the committee presented 
i ordinance making provision for the army now, in the 
jdd, which was read, and, en motion of Mr. Houston, the 
bank in the 5th section was filled by inserting the name of 

John W. Moore. : i 

Mr. Barrett moved that one third part of the clothing be 
stricken out, which was agreed,to. 

Mr. Wharton moved that one-third more be stricken out, 
which was negatived. 

Mre Harris moved that one-third of the tents bê stricken 
out, which was agréed to. - ‘ ; 

Mr. Barrett proposed ah amendment by adding the words 
“gy tent cloth, and needles and thread,” after “tents,” which 
was agreed to. Š j 
, On motion of Mr. Barrett, it was 

“Resolved, that the contractor be instructed to go to Mata- 
grda in order if the articles called for in the ordinance could 
be purchased there cheaper than in other places; to procure 
them there. À ; : 

A motion of Mr. Houston the ordinance was laid on the 
re : | f 

Mr, Barrett from the Committee on Affairs of State and 
Judiciary presented an ordinance declaring the made of pas- 
sug signing and publishing the ordinances, decrees and 
solutions of the Provisional Government of Texas, which 
was read and laid on the table.’ 

Mr. Perry, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, presented 
the following report: 

“Your committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred 
# much of the Governor's message as relates to the granting 
of letters of marque and reprisal, have had the same under 
consideration and respectfully report, | 
c 
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“Your committee are of opinion that the same should fe 


granted under the following principles and restrictions, 


“ist, All persons applying for letters of marque and ye. 
prisal should be men of known character, standing, and skil | 
as naval tacticians, and no license to cruise as such should be 
granted to any’ vessel under eighty tons burthen, or ca; 
less -~ four‘twelve pound carronades, or their equivalent m. 
metal. E ee 


“2nd. All vessels so'licensed should cruize in the Gulf of 
Mexico, and in no other waters, and, should be permitted to 
war upon, capture or make prize of all vessels sailing under | 
the flag and under commission of the Central Governmey | 
of Mexico, and on-no other. i 

“3rd. Al prizes so captured should be ordered or brought | 
into the ports of Texas, and when there, adjudicated and; 
condemned as prizes, to the captors, by the competent tribu- 
nals; there should be retained out of the monies arising fren 
the sale of said prize or prizes, twenty-five per cent for the 
use or Texas, and be paid forthwith into the public Treasury ! 
accordingly, and jhe balance to be paid over to the captors, 
or their assigns, or legal representatives. t 


scáth, All persons to whom a license to cruise in the Gulf | 
of Mexico, as a letter of marque and:reprisal shall have been | 
given or may hereafter be given shall give good and sufficient | 
security in a bond, inthe sum of thousand 
dollars, to be approved by the Governor and Council, payar 
ble to him and his successors in office, for the faithful adhe-| 
rence to, and fulfilment-of the above enumerated pee cel 

“Sth. That commissions or licenses be not granted for a 
longer time than six months; nor tess than three, and in all cases 
to expire at the conclusion of our war between Texasant 
the Central Government of Mexico. ro 


‘Your committe? would farther most earnestly represent 
that the establishment of a small Naval force for the security 
of our extended coast and the protection of our own comuietce 
would seem to them highly necessary and indispensable, and 
under that conviction would recommend the purchase, arming, 
and equipping tzo schooners of twelve, and two schooners o 
six guns each, to cruise in, and about the bays and harbors af 
our coast. This arm of the service should be confided and er 
trusted only to men whose nautical skill and experience sie 
well known and established, and whose activity and efficiency 
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would with greater certainty. secure the objects of its crea 
im and organization. 


, A. G, PERRY - : 
s x X X Chairma tie 
| | o. West } Committee. 
The foregoing report having been read was ordered to lie 
on the table. aan 


Mr. Millard, from the committee on Finance, made the fol- 
lowing report: > nE 

“Your committee oh Finance to whom was referred the 
acounts of Thomas Bray and Madison M. Stevens beg 
leave to report. e 

“That the accounts so submitted against.the Goverament 
of Texas are, in their present form unreasonable and ought 
notto be paid. 

The account marked “1,” that of Thomas Bray for fur- 
nighing Cole’s company of waggoners, with one hundred and 
and seven pounds of bread, at twenty-five cents per pound, 
amounting to twenty-six dollars and seventy-five cents, should 
be reduced to fourteen cents per pound ;: and he be allowed 
fifteen dollars and seventy eight cents, in full for the ambunt 
of his account. And further, the account of Madison M. 
Sevens, for carrying one express to Nacogdoches,—that he 
be allowed. compensation for 10 days service, at two dollars 
and fifty cents per day, amounting to twenty-five dollars, and 
that the amount of his expenses already paid be deducted 
ftom the same, leaving a balance due him of ten dollars 
ad fifty cents, ° ae ee o, 

"The above, in the opinion of this committee, wouldbe 
paying the above named individuals full compensation for 
ticles furnished and services rendered. : 

HENRY MILLARD, 
‘ * Chairman. 


CHARLES WILSON, i 
J. D. CLEMENTS, « } Committee. 


The foregoing report having been read was ordered to lie 
on the table, ` ; l 

On motion of Mr. Houston, it was 

“Resolved, that there be'a committee of three appointed 
lo prepare and have 100 blank commissions printed as scon 


4 


28 


as possible: Messrs. Houston, Barrett and West were aj 
pointed that committee. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, it was 

“ Resolved, that the Secretary of the Provisional Goyen. 
ment be authorized to employ att assistant whenever he may 
deem it- necessary and rendér an account of his services t 
the Council.” i 
. On motion of Mr. Wharton, the conypensation to the Sec: 
retary of the Provisional Government, was fixed at $6 eh 
diem. " at 7 Š 

The oath prescribed by the organic law. was administered 
by the President to the Secretary of the Provisional Goyer. 
ment, arid°to the Chief Ulerk of the Standing Commitiees on 
Military, Naval, and Land and Indian Affairs. > 

‘On motion the Council adjourned till 9 o'clock, to-morrow 

morning. > ta % r á yo 


à 


Councit HALL, San FFLIPE DE AUSTIN, 
November t9th, 1835. 
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y ec . NINE. O'CLOCK, A. Mi 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. v 

The journals of yestefday’s proceedings having been read, 

Mr. Wharton presented the following: 

“ Resolved, that all ordinances or decrees which may come | 
before the General-Council, either as reported by commititets | 
or any member thereof, shall, on being offered, be, distinctly | 
read and laid on the table ‘of course, and unless in case of 
emergency, and being called up by some member, amd on | 
vote of the Comncil, shall be read three successive days be: | 
fore passed, liable however to amendments on a second read- 
ing; and no ordinance, decree, or resolution shall be finally 
passed until after a third reading. 

Mr. Perry moved to lay it on the table until the first day 
of March next, which was rejected. © ` 

On motion of M# Millard, it was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr Parker, the house took up the ordinance, 
making provisions for the army now in the field. ; 
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Me Harris moved to amend it my adding to the list of ar- 
ticles to be purchased “25 camp kettles,” which was agreed 
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Mr. Parker moved to amend, by adding twenty axes, which 
yas agreed to. . 

Mr..Harris moved to amend further by adding “two dozen 
shovels, and two dozen spades:” which was agreed to. 

Whereupon, on motion of' Mr. Parker, the ordinance as 
mended was passed. 

Mr. Wharton, from the committee on Military Affairs, pre- 
sented the following report : 

Your committee to wham was referred that part of the Go- 
yeragr’s Message which relates to the “organization of the Civil 
and Topographical Engineer Corps, and the commencement 
of fortification and defence without delay;” have had the same 
under consideration, and bég leave to report. 

Your committee, deeply impressed. with the great impor- 
tance of an established system and continued plan of national 
defence, and the many advantages resulting, not only from a 
successful protection of our, hereafter itis to be hoped, exten- 
sive commerce; but the peace and security of our maritime 
hordets, approach this part ofthe message, with manifest feel- 
ngs Of satisfaction and delight, and announce their entire ac- 
cordance in opinion with his Excellency on this subject. 

In submitting the result of their labours to this body, in 
warch after the requisite materials out of which to form the 
corps above described, your committee have to confess that 
our country at this moment, whatever it. may possess of enter- 
prise and skill, talent and industry, in other branches of sci- 
ence, adapted to-the more immediate necessities of a pioncer 
population, is nevertheless, almost entirely destitute of that 
species of knowledge essential to the construction of fortifica- 
tions and works of defence, in Bays or Harbors, known techni- 
uly as the art of engineering. This svbject requires the 
study of a whole life, and a thordugh acquaintance with its 
piinciples and practice, is only acquired by an application 
severe, painful and unremitting.’ How can it be expected, 
‘therefore, that a corps of so high a grade of merit, talent, and 
kill, should be found to exist in'embryo as it were, among a 
Population so recently concentrated from various parts of the 
world, in this land of our adoption. We'may Pony pos- 
SERS within ourselves the matérials necessary, but except in 
c + ah s 
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a very few instancés they have not shown themselvés jg the 
consideration of a deserving and intelligent people. 

Your committee therefore, in default thereof, recommend 
that ive direct sur search to the United States, and procure 
from thence as many gentlemen of acknowledged: scientif, 
ativinments In this arm of defence as may be necessary, And 
that this immportant duty be.confided -to our three ‘agent 
Rfessrs. Austin, Archer and Whartan, who are.soon o 
ceed on their mission. ya 

Your committee with a, view to the furtherance of the object 
of the above report, herewith present to this body a bill, which 
in its enactments will embuace all the objects contemplated in 
that part of the Governor’s Message. 

On motion of Mr. Millard, the foregoing repart was received, 

fir. C. B. Stewart, the Secretary elect to the Executive, 
and enrolling Clerk of the Council, appeared and took the 


oath prescribed by the organic law. 

On motion of Mr. Perry, it was’, 

** Resolved, that a standing committee of two be appointed 
by, the President to be termet thé committee on enrollmen; 
which was adopted. . ; ‘ 

Mr. Parker, introduced an ordinance anu decree authorizing 
certain officers to administér the oath of office prescribed ty 
the organic law, creating a.provisional governmentin Texas” 
which was1ead and ordered to lie on tlie table. 

Mr. Millard, ae an ordinance entitled an ordinance 
and decree regulating offi¢es under the Provisional Gover: 
ment; ;which was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett; the Council adjourned to half past 
2 o'clock p. m. l 
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; - HALF PAST TWO O'CLOCK, P. Me 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

‘The Governor retumed “approved,” an ordinance ‘making 
provision for the army now in the field. 

Mr. Parker, presented the following, which was adopted. 

Whereas, Wm. Peitus, Sergeant at Arms of the Consults 
tion, having requésted that, Alexander Blair, his substitute, 
should receive the compensation to which he would have 
béen entitled, had he performed the duties himself. ; 

Therefore, be it resolved, That the said Alexander Blah, 
be and he is hereby authorized to receive from the Secretary 
a certificate in his own name, for services rendered to the 


- 
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(ppsilfation as Sergeantát'Arms, an that the Secretary be 
~anived to-execute the same.’ ee 

Mr. Parmer, presented the accbunt of Mrs. A. B.’Peyton, 
fr oxen and waggon ‘pressed itto service; which was, on mo- 
jon of Mr. Parker, referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Houston, from the Committee on Military Affairs, pre- 
gated the following repost!’ >» 

Your committee to whom was referred the proposition öf 
(apt. A. Hotchkiss, to raise æ corps of artillery, have had'the 
ame’ under ‘consideration, and have thought proper to return 
itto the Gouncil. 

Mr. Millard, moved that Mr. A. Hotchkiss, be elected a 

main in che regular army of Texas, and after some debate 
ihe maver withdrew his ntotion, and moved that the foregoing 
hort and accompanying documents be teferred'ta a select 
committee’ of two, which was agreed to. ae 
The Président appointed Messrs. Millard ‘and Clements, as 


i ey t 


the committee. ` i so 

Oa motion of Mr. Harris; the Council took up the aport of 
he Comtnittee on Naval Affairs, which was laid on the table 
yesterday. i rE A ig i 

On motion of Mr. Barrêtt, the report was ordered to he read 
stion by section, © > ane? To s ? 

The first section having been read, was on motion of Mr 
Barrett, adopted. 

The second section having been read, on motion of Mr 
Barrett, the words “no othernation’”? were stricken out,-and 
ite words’“ the high seas” inserted, when the second section. 
was adopted. Pig - 3 : ý 
The third section having been read, Mr: Parmer moved to 
trike oat 25" and’ fill the’ blank “with “5 per cent;” other 
amendments having béen‘secepted by the committee, on mo- 
um of Mr. Barrett; the 3td section was adopted. + °- 

The fourth section having, been read, 1t was moved to strike 
tout, which was agreed to. | P, 

The fifth section having been read, Mr. Clements moved to 
snkeout the words “six months” and insert the words “three 
itorths,”” which was agreed to. í ai 

After some conversation among thè members, Mr, Hariks 
moved are-consideration of the question on striking out, which 
was carried, and the wards “six months” again inserted, 
when the entire report, as’afnended} was adopted: ‘ 

A letter from the Committee of Vigilance and Safety of Na- 
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cogdoches was read to the Council, which, on motion, way 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, with instruc. 
tions to make a copy to be forwarded to the army,and ty 
send another, copy to the publishers of the Telegraph, with 4 
request to have it printed. : i 

A recommendation of M. W. Smith,, for the office of Major 
es presented and referred to the Committee on Military At 

Se ` ; 

Mz. Barrett presented to the Council a communication fo, 
me A. Houston, resigning his seat as a member of the Cou 
cil. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, it was 

“Resolved, that the resignation be accepted, and that 
vote of thanks be tendered to Mr. Houston for his faithful dip 
charge of his duties, not only as a member of the Council, by 
as a delegate to the Consultation, and that the same bem 
tered on the Journals of the Council :” carried unanimously, 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, it was made the duty of the S 
retary of the Council to wait:upon the Governor, and inform 
him of the vacancy in the Council, occasioned by the resign. 
tion of Mr. Houston, and also of the vacancy occasioned by | 
the absence of Mr. Menifee, of Austin. a 


On motion the Council adjourned to 7 o’clock, pem. - 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. Ne 


«The Council met pursuant to’ adjournment. , 
Mr. A. E. C. Johnson, supernumerary member from Sa 
Augustine, presented himself, took the oath prescribed by tle 
organic law, and was admitted to.a seat to supply the vacan 
cy occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Houston. , 
Mr. Perry; from the, Committee’ on Naval Affairs, inte 
duced an ordinance and decrée for granting letters of Marque 
and Reprisal, and for the establishment ofa Navy, which was 
read the frst time. , 
Mr. Millard, moved to. strike out “employ” which wa 
agreed to. a 1 
Mr. Wharton, moved to strike out the last section, whic 
was rejected, K 
The question was then taken on the passage of the ordi! 
nance, and decided in the affirmative. : 
The President submitted the following letter from Gen. >. 
F. Austin. ae 
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> HEAD QUARTERS, BEFORE BEXAR, 

p My November t4th, 1835. ? 
frihe Coutsultation of Texas : 

[have the satisfaction to inform you; that since my last, 
que important advantages have bten gained over the enemy. 
Capt. Travis has taken three hundred head ofhorses that were 
ent out of Bexar to Loredo, They-are poor horses and wére 
pker out Of Bexar about forty miles. i i 

The enemy is closely shut up in Bexar, and’ more atid more 
Recouraged every day. All we need is perseverance and 
rinforcements, to keep up the army.’ ‘T eñtreat the Conven- 
tonto hurry ou reinforcements to keep ap the army, with all 

sible dispatch, and the campaign will soon end. There 
avery little prospect ‘that’ the enemy will get any aid from 
heinterior. * *- ot 

x Respectfully, - - iri 
E “Your obedient sctvant, 
. a : S. F. AUSTIN, 

At the suggestion of the President, a committee of three 
consisting of Messrs. Bagrett, Parker and Hanks, were ap- 
pinted to draft, an’ address to the ‘people ‘of texas, which, 
wether withthe foregoing letter, should be forthwith printed 
fr wide circulation. ‘To afford time to the committee to pre- 
pare an address, the House took a recess of thirty minutes. 

When the time expired, the Couacil re-assembled. 

Mr. Barrett, from the committee, reported the following 
dress. o- : i > 
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*  Councin-Haut, Say Faerie DE AGSTIN, } oo, 
November.19, 1835. ? 

Fentow-Citizons or ‘Texas >: as TE 

The foregoing letter has just been received and read before 
the General Council, left in eharge of the: Provisional Go- 
Yernment. 2 . 

lt speaks a language too checiing in prokpect of success 
wainst our enemies not to wrouse the most ardent patriotism 
in the bosom of every friend of liberty, and especially in the 
hearts of our fellow-citizens of Texas. By a resolution unani- 
mously adopted in your Council, we are proimpted to call 
upon our fellow-citizens to» rally around the standard of their 
country, and unite in accomplishing the glorious object con- 
templated in the letter from the Commanding General before | 
Bexar, and rid ‘Texas of the last vestige of her enemies. 


sé 
The incitemants to this, must be felt in every mind. Fre 
dom and the establishment of our just rights are the objet 
and glary is the certain consequence of success. We asepi 
you, fellow-citizens, that your army now in the field haa i}, 
warmest feelings, and most unalterable determination of yoy, 
Representatives to give it aid, comfort and support. Com 
then! Liberty and your country call. . ‘The gratitude of you 
country will speedily be manifested through the represeny 
it tives now assembled, in substantial bounties and liberalny. 
wards, such as brave and patriotic men may ever hope fron 
t an intelligent and grateful people. It may he satisfactory; 
volunteers, who engage in this glorious enterprize, to kwow 
al that all the supplices, of provisions and clothing, suited to ik 
l necessities of this inclement season, have been: procured, a! 
fr ale procuring through the people’s agents, appointed for tha 
| purpose, and that all their demands will be promptly a: 
` 
! 
i 
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swered. Let no discouraging, repmts, or vague and unde 
fined rumors prevent your hasty co-operation with your bret 
ren im the field: be assured that your representatives willna 
deceive you, nor mis-direct your efforts. God and Libertyis 
ithe watchword, peace and tranquilli# your reward. 

' Dp. ©. BARRETT, 


; i a Chairman. 


P ` - DAN. PARKER, ` 
Lo Wratt HANKS, | Connie, 


The preceding report having been read, was unanimous 
ly adopted, and ordered to be signed by the President and 
} Secretary, ond all the members present, and that the same 
be published in all the papers in ‘Texas, and 500 copies there- 
ef be printed in hand-bill form for circulation. . 
' JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Governor, and ex-officio President of the 
General-Gouncil of ‘Texas. 


A. E. C. Johnson, . . Martin Parmer, 
Jesse Grimes, Claiborne West, 

W. P. Harris J. D. Clements, l 
Henry Millard, Juan Antonio Padilla 


P. B. Dexter, - ` 
- Secretary of the General-Council. 
Mr. Barwett presented the following resolution, which wa 
adopted : : 
“Resolved, that a committee of five be appointed to 1 
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port instructions’ for the government of our agents, about to 
depitt for the United States, ‘and report as soon as practica- 
P» : aa . P 
Le Presiilent appointed Messrs. Wharton, Barrett, Parker, 
Willard and Harris that committee. ; 
On motion of Mr. Barrett, it was : 
“Resolved, ‘that the committee on State Affairs and Judi- 
dary be, and they are hereby instructed to report an ordi- 
rence and decree, pledging the public land and faith of the 
untry for the payment of: the principal and interest of any 
fan of Money, or purchase of property, that the agents ap- 
pinted by this „Convention may think proper to make and 
report as soon as practicable.” - 
Qn motion, the Council adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow 


morning. s 


s 
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Counci Haut, San FELIPS ps AUSTIN, ? 
~ November 20th, 1835. 
i NINE O'CLOCK, A: M. 
The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
| On motion of Mr. ‘Barrett, the House took up the ordinance 
declaing the mode of’passmg, signing, and piblishing the 
ordinances, decrees and resoltitions of the Provisional Go- 
verament of Texas, which was read, and the question being 
iken on its findl passage, was décided in the affirmative. 
The executive's Secretary presented the following message 
om the Governor: 
Exscurive Department or Texas. 


a7 


Tn the honorable, the President, and P. 
Membersof the General Council, 
GENTLEMEN—[ have now before me your ordinances No. 
ist and 2nd#the 3rd having received my signature-on account 
of its having been presented first s I would only suggest to 
your honorable body the propriety of having their enactments 
presented in regular numerical order, inasmuch as it would 
tend to make our journals more uniform and consistent. As 
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it respects the first ordinance, I only suggest its amendinert 
soas to allow the Executive the three full days from ih 
time of its reception in that départment without regard ty 
the date of its:passage before the House; with these remarks 
I herewith return the first decree, the ‘second being unde 
consideration, and will be returned as soon as practicahh 


e 


With sentiments of the highest regard and consideratio 
2 


I remain . Your obedient servant, 
HENRY SMITH, 
San Felipe, 20th November, 1835. ino l 


On motion of Mr. Parker, the ordinance declaring the mok 
of passing, signing, and publishing the ordinances, deere 
and resolutioris of the Provisional Government, re‘umed by 
the Governor, with objections, was committed to the. con. 
mittee who reported it, with instructions to amend it in co 
formity to the stapestiaus of the Governor. 

On motion of Mr. Peny, certain documents in the Cast. 
ian language were handed to Judge Chambers, with ate 
quest that he would translate them for the benefit of the 
Council, which request he complied-with, 7  ' 

On motion of Haris the Council adjourned till 7 o’clek 
p m. 


SEVEN Ọ'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mi. Clements, the House took ‘up the òrd: 
nance regulating offices under the Provisional Government, 
when Mr. Clements moved that the rule of the House be sus 
pended, in order to its passing to a third reading, which, upo 
a division being called for, was decided in the affirmative, by 
the casting vote of the President. 

The ordinance having been read a third time, the question 
on the motion of: Mr. Parmer was taken on its final passage 
and decided in the affirmative. ‘ 

Mr. Parker, from the Committee on State and the Judie- 
ary, to whom Was. committed the ordinance declaring the 
mode of passing, signing, and publishing the ordinances de 
crees, and resolutions of the Provisional Government, with i 
structions to amend the same, in contormity to the suggestion 
of the Governor, reported the same amended; whereupo 
on motion of Mr.. Parmer, the ordinance, as amended, w8 
passed. i S 
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The accounts of Wim. Stawder were presented, and rs- 
fated to the Committee on Finance. 


[i 
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The Executive's Secretary presented the following message 
fom his Excellency, the Governor. , 
: Executive DEPARTMENT or Texas. 
Tn the honorable the President, and 

` members of the Legislative Council: f 

GontirmEeN—The second ordinance, passed by your body, 
șa now before me, and has received my serious consid- 
tration, so much of it as gocs to the establishing of the sala- 
nes of the different officers therein named, I feel bound io 
ject to. Inasmuch as the chosen delegates of all Texas, in 
Convention assembled, determined to preserve strictly the 
ales of economy, by rigidly expunging the names of offices 
yell known to be absolutely necessary for propér organiza- 
boa, it would now be deemed in us, with whom the power has 
leen depnsited, a great error, or stretch of that power, if we 
sould create offices, with what the people should consider 
hab salaries. I have every wish that the labourer should be 
yell paul for his services, but inasmuch ag we have not a 
ich Treasury, and our country involved in war, I think much 
hold be periormed through motives of patriotism. It must 
bz evidont to all, that the Convention when voting the salaries 
ithe Governor and Lieut. Governor, were actuated fiom 
uch motives, well knowing their offices were the most ardu- 
ms and responsible within their gift. And as such, I consi- 
de all permanent officers should be graduated fem them, 
ad allowed per annum salaries. 

Itis quite uncommon that the highest officers should receive 
te lowest salaries, Utherefore object to that part of the bill. 

To the Sth and rast decree in the bill, T object, for the Tul- 
wwing reasons: There is no printing press at Washington. 
uch Tdeem essential to our business; the puolic printing 
isnot been yet cumpleted as contacted for, wiugh should 
'e superintonded by your body, nor has there been any Legis- 
tive action known to ‘ne, prescribing or defining the duties 
iy agenta to be sent abroad; theic commissions with au- 
dorty to hypotheeate the public lands and pledge the faith 
ithe country, to answer our present emergencies, have not 

u made out. Commissions granting letiers of ls 2queand 
Reprisal, have been earnestly solicited, both by our own chi- ’ 
nsand foreigners, andas yet, have notbeenactedon. These 

ad 
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are things I deem of the most urgent and vital importay 
and should receive prompt attention. i 
Furthermore, Iam not apprized that your body has mk 
the necessary arrangements for our comfortable location y 
Washmgton. It appears to me probable that more might by 
lost than gained by the move; be that as it may, the moven 
contemplated and incorporated in the 6th decree I deen pre 
mature, and calculated to produce delay and great injury;a 
such, I feel bound to-object to it. Iwould beg leave to Sip. 
gest to your honorable body that, notwithstanding our si, 
ations here may be uncomfortable, and none can & 
more so than my own, still a sense of public duty urges men 
earnestly solicit your body to submit themselves to all inco. 
veniences for the present, until the grand and important bus. 
ness of necessity can be accomplished, and they will find m 
willing to co-operate with them in the selection of any pent 
which they may deem best calculated to. promote our om 
convenience, and advance the public good. 2 
With sentiments of the highest regard and consideration, | 
remain, Gentlemen, , 
Your obedient servant, 

HENRY SMITH, . 
Governor, 


# 


San Felipe, 20th November, 1835. - 
On motion of the Council adjourned till nine o'clock to-mor 
row morning. 


# 


Councit-Hatrt, Sav FELPE DE Astin, 
November, 21st, 18385. 


WIND O'CLOCK, AM 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday’s pioceedings having heen read 

Mr Hanis moved that the names.of members moving at- 
journments of the Council be expunged from the minutes, 
which was negatived. 

The President appointed Messrs. Millard and Giimes tt 
Committee on Enrollments. 

Mr Wharton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, pe 
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gated the following repott, accompanied by an ordinance 
qi decree to establish and organize a corps-of Rangers 

«Your committee, to whom wag referred that part of the 
message in relation to thé corps ef Rangers, have had the 
ame under consideration, and beg leave to report,— 

«That in the opinion of your committee this corps ought 
immediately to be organized and put into active service, 
md With the view of rendering its usefulness and members 
more comformable to the number of men in each company of 
he regular army, yout committee ré¢ommend that the 
whole number of rangers be one hundred and sixty-eight, 
and consequently these divided into three companies of fifty- 
ix meir each, to be commanded by ote Captain, and one 
it Lieutenant, and one 2nd Lieutenant for each company ; 
ihe wholé nuniber constituting a Battalion, under the com- 
mand of -a Major. í 

“Your committee would further recommend the immediate 
appointment by the Council of all the officers of this corps, 
aid that they report to the commander-in«chief as soon as 

sible. ` i ] 

“Your committee present an ordinance to your honorable 
indy for adoption, which, in its enactments, embraces-all the 
objects contemplated by ihe decree of the Convention.” _ 
Which was read g first ‘time and ordered to a second 
wading 

Mr. “Wharton, from the ‘Committee on Military _ Affairs, 
presented the following report, accompanied by a bill of ar- 
ticles for the arniy of ‘Texas : a 

“The committee to whom was referred that part of the 
Governor’s message on the subject of providing the necessary 
munitions of war, make the following report : 

“That ‘they recommend tothe Council the propriety of 
appointing Branch T. ‘Archer, —— —+— 
pecial agents to purchase the annexed bill of munitions of 
war} that they be instructed to employ agents of known skill 
ad science to make the purchases—that they procure as 
many of the articles as practicable in New Orleans, and for- 
ward them without delay; and that they purchase the re- 
mainder so soon as they arrive at the place where they van - 


be procured.” 


JOHN A. WHARTON, Chairman. 
_Theordinance accompanyiħg the above, was read a first 
time, arid ordered to a second reading. 
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Mr. Wharton, from the Committee on Military Affairs m 
sented the following report, accompanied by an ordinance ai 
decree to raise a regula: army. 

“ Your committee to whom was. referred that Part of the 
Governors message relating to the army. and ws comple 
organization, and supply. with provisions and munitions, 


war, have had the same under consideration and beg leave t 
report,— ` : 


= 


t: Your committee, in viewing the. numerical force of th 
army to be organized and established by the organic law gf 
the Convention, and the different corps therein contemplatgi 
have formed the following estimate of that ‘essential arm of w 
defence, whose amount and -numbers have been limited by 
that decree. The Convention has fixed the regular force of 
Texas, besides permanent volunteers, and rangers, at 1120, 
rank and file; and under these data your committee hae 

roceeded to designate what species of corps. shall.constitute 
the regular army, properly socalled. ‘ . . 

“Tf the belligerent state of Texas did not warrant anl 
the Convention had not decreed, that a part of the actie 
force should consist of-Permanent Volunteers- from the United 
States, and elsewhere, your committee would nothave bea 
at a loss fora moment to determine and classify the regula 
army of Texas; but, inasmuch as we shall reccive.a large 
bady of volunteérs fiom the United States, who must place 
themselves in the hst of that class, and the great majority af 
whom will be riemen, , dos 

” * Your committee have deemed it more conducive to the 
perfect organization of the army, to constitute one entire re 
eiment of Artillery, and one ¢ntire-regiment of Infantry. 
This elassification is predicated upon the fact that the imme 
diate defence of the sea coast, agreeably to the resolution and 
decree of the Convention, will require five companies of ar | 
tillery at the different points therein indicated, and that there | 
will be required for offensive operations in the ensuing cam- 
paign, against San Antonio de Bexar, one battalion, or fixe 
companies more. ‘ f 

‘Your committee would therefore recommend the following 
organization of the regular army, viz: 

One regiment of Artillery, - -~ 560 men. 
One regiment of Infantry, = -~ 560 " 


Total number, rank and file, as per decree, 1120 
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Q a ‘ 
Inthis organization it follows thateach regiment will con- 
iat of two battalions, cach battalion of five companies, and 
exh company of fifty-six men rank and file. 

«The committe would suggest that as in all well regulated 
Vilitary entablishments, in every country, the officers pf the 
ingineers and Artillery are selected from their superior sci- 
ae and education, and the duties of an artillery, officer 
mustnecessarily be acquired by an acquisition of at léast the 
fidiments of the more exalted science of engineering, and as 
hey are frequently called to exercise their talents in both ca- 
meifies, (as was formerly the case in the United States of 
jmerica, before the establishment of an Engineer Corps,) 
we additional Lieutenant-Colonel, and one additional Major 
padded, and one additional Lieutenant to each company im 
ite corps of artillery as indispensable to the double service 
entemplated.* The regiment of ‘artillery will de officered 
is follows: ` aie 

One Colonel, two ,LieutenanteColonels, two Majors, ten 
Captains, ten First Lieutenants, ten Second Lieutenants, auc 
tn Thid Lieutenants. 

The regiment of infantry will be officered, as follows: One 
Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel,.one Major, ten Captains, 
a First Lieutenants, aud ten Second Lieutenants. 

The decree of the Convention, adopting the discipline and 
ics and the rules and regulations of the army of the, Uni 
td States of the North, as the governing principle of the Mili 
ary code and discipline of the army,of Texas, places this 
whect of the labor of your committee‘ at rest, both- as to 
eer and pracision, and superior advantages of that 
Lowe, : : A 

“Your conmittée do not entériain a doubt of Hs entire 
ipplicability to the circumstances, spirit and organization of 
urrepular force, as well ag permanent volunteers and militia 


when in the field. 


Your committee therefore recommend the passage of the 
accompanying ordinance, and would respectfully urge upon 
he General Counéil, to ‘appoint at least one half of the officers 
mmediately, from thé Captains down, in order that when re- 
ported for duty, to the Commander in Chief, they may be or- 
dered on the recruiting service: a measure which they deem 
‘sentially necessary to filling up the ranks of the regular 
army, . 

Dp* 


* 
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The ordinance accompanying the above, was read first tin 
and ordered toa second reading. 
Mr. Millard, from the committee on enrollments, reported y 
duly emolled, “An ordinance regulating offices under th 
Provisional Government. : is" 
Mr. Barrett, from the select committee appointed Lo prepare 
instructions for the agents elected by the Convention, tò ie 
resent Texas in the United States ot the North, présented th 
following report, accompanied by an ordinance to authori 
and empower Thomas F. McKinney, of Velasco, to borra, 
one hundred thousand dollars, and making it the duty of th 
Governor to give him corresponding commission, instrc 
tions, &c, 
Your committee beg leave ta réport, that upon considerin 
the matter, they aré unable to find any acts of the Conventia, 
or of this Council, whereon to base instruction§ for the emp. 
duct of said agents, or any “data” which can guide yor 
committee in an opinion of their duties, but from all the inf: 
mation they can obtain, your committee have concluded, thy 
the agents should receive their instructions fiom the Exec. 
tive; but in order to enable the Governor to give the neces 
ry instructions, an ordinance should first be originated by th 
Committee of State, and passed and approved, defining in 
general, the powers and duties of the agents, arid make it the 
duty of the Executive to give such instructions as will be cor 
formable to the resolutions of the Convention and the ordi 
nances of the General Couneil, made with referenee to the 
subject in view, when this office was created. - But your com- 
mittee canuot advise that the:-Conimittee of State be instrue 
ted upon this subject with propriety, until the reports of te 
several committees on the Mihtary, Navy and Finance, have 
been received and passed, &c., and advise that this: Countll 
instruct these committees severally, to make their general r- 
ports upon the matters referred: to them, when the Committee 
of State will be prepared to report an ofdinance as suggested 
for the consideration of this Council. 
Four committee therefore,ask to be discharged from the tar- 
ther consideration of the matter submitted, but take the liber 
ty to report the following ordinance, which they, are induced 
to do from the emergency and ‘great press of business. 
On motion of Mr. Barrett the above report was received. 
The ordinance accompanying the above, having been real 
the itet time, on motion of My. Parker, the rule of the Hous 
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requiring ordinances, &c., to be read on three successive days 
was suspended, and the ordinance read a second time. _ 
On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was further suspended, 
aad the ordinance read a third time and passed. 
On motion of Mr, Parmer, the Council adjourned to half 
past two o'clock, p. m. f . 


f ; HALF PAST TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 


4 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment. ' 
Apaper marked No. 6, was read to the Council, and re- 
pired to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Wharton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, pre- 
ented the following report: els - 
Your conimittee to whom, was referred that part of the Go- 
ernor’s Message, respetting ‘the organization of the militia, 
lave had the same under consideration, and beg leave to re- 
tt as follows: 
Your committee having investigated the ordinance or de- 
wee of the Convention, respecting the organization of the mì- 
nia, Would respectfully suggest, that in order to amend the 
degree so as to have effect, it would be necessary that the 
Coontil should recommend three persons in their several ju- 
jisdictions, whose duty it should be to carry the proclamation 
fhis Excellency into effect, and to divide the several jurisdic- 
tong into tnilitia. districts, ta advertise and execute the man- 
date of the Executive, in order that there be neither neglect 
a default. 
On motion of Mr. Millard, the above report was received 
wd referred back to the committee that reported it, with in- 
auctions to report again in form of an ordinance. 

On motion of Mr. Batrett, the House took up the ordinance 
appointing a Treasurer,to the Provisional Government of 
Texas, 4 Secretary to the Executive, and two Chief Clerks, 
ining their several duties, &c., returned: by thé Governor, 
the objections of the Governor having been read. 

The question was taken, shall this orditiance now pass, the 
xto of the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The ayes and noes being called, every member voted in the 
negative, ae s 

Ñi Parker moved-that the 6th section be: adopted. The 
wes and noes were called for, whioh stood thus :> 
Ayes—Messrs. Barrett, Grimés, Parker and Parmer—4. 
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Noes—Messrs. Clements, Johnson, Millard, Harris, Hanks 
Wilson, West and Padilla—s. So the motion was lost, | 
The President appointed Mr. Johnson on the Committee oq | 
Land and Indian Affairs. | 
Account marked No. 7,'was presented to the Couneil, andl 
on motion of Mr. Barrett, the account was allowed, and al 
order granted on the Treasury. 
Mr. Millard from the Committee on Finance, presented the 
following report: 
Your Committee of Finance to whom was referred the a. 
counts marked 4: and 5, have had the same under considera | 
tion, and beg leave to report that they are satisfied with the] 
correctness of said orders, and would move the adoption. 
Mr. Barrett moved that the account marked 5 beac. $ 
knowledged and paid, which was agreed-to.. a 
On motion of Mr. Barrett, Mr. Clements was’ requested to 
make out a form for contractors on receipting for seivices 
rendered. q 
On motion of Mr. Barrett, the ordinance for appointing a} 
Treasurer, &c., was referred back to the Committee on State | 
Affairs and Judiciary. ; rin T 
ve oe the Council adjourned to Monday morning nine | 
o'clock. s ; ' 


+ 


, ® 4 i 4 * 4 
 Goynot- HALL, Saw PELIPE DE AGSTIN, 
November 22nd, 1835. 


"The Council met on the spectal order of the President. 
The President submitted a letter from Capt. E. Hall, sup- 
gested the propriety of granting. a commission with letters of | 
Marque and Reprisal to Mr. A. C. Allen, which was read. 
On motion of Mr. Harris, the ordinance for granting letters | 
of Marque and Reprisal, and for establishing a Navy, was | 
taken up and read the second time. ae ; 
Mr. Harris, moved to amend the ordinance by inserting | 
between the words “Texas” and “ that” the following, ‘that | 
the Goyernor, by and with, the advice and consent of the 
Council, shall have power to grant letters of Marque and Re- 


, 


prisal;” which was agreed fo.. so 4 | 
] 
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0n motion of Mr, Millard, the rule in‘this case was suspen- 
Ji and the.ordinance was read the third time, when the 
ption was taken on its final passàge and decided in the 
jirmative. | so : 

Oa motion of Mr. Palmer, ‚the House took a recess of two 
pits. 
i the expiration ofthat time the Council re-agsembled. 

Wr. Parmer presented. the following, which was adopted. 
Whereas, Major General, Sam. Honston, Commander in 
(hef of the forces of ‘T'exasghas received a tender of the 
evices of Ligut. James Bons@il, of the United States Army, 
ad has expressed a decided wish 10 accept the services of 
Jk Bonnell as an accomplished pficer.. 
«Therefore, bet Reeplved, by the General Council, that 
wrecommend the acceptance of the services of Mi. Bonnell, 
nd his appointment to the situation of Aid-de-Camp to the 
(ommander-in-Uhiel,”’ i : 
The President submitted to the Ceuncil several communi- 
ations from . Nacogdoehes ‘and San Augustine, which were 
read. P Sa 
Qn motion of Mr. Harris, the resolution of, the Committee 
Safety of San Augustine, dated Oct. 29th, 1835, was re- 
pred to the Committee an Land and.Indian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr, Harris, it was ‘ 

“Resolved,, That the Committee on Military Affairs, se- 
ict such matter from the communications fiom Nacogddches 
is they may deem proper, and report the same to the Council. 

His Excellency the Governor, returned to the Council ap- 
poved, a resolution respecting Lieut. Bonnell, &c. 

On motion of Sir. Hauks, tt was 

“Resolved, That Mr. Millard be appointed to procure the 
weessary supplies foy a company of volunteers, now on their 
way to the army. f ae 

The President laid before the Council the certificate of the 
dection of, Messrs. Powers, Malone and Frazer, as delegates 
othe Consultation, from the Municipality of Refugio, 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Parmer, Mr. Power,was no- 
Wied that he would be received as a member of the General 
Council, : ` 

On motion of Mr. Millard, the Council adjourned till $ 
dclock, to-morrow morning. ` ae 


* 
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Councit-HALL, SAN FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
November 23, 1835, ? 


NINE O'CLOCK, As M 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings having been read, 

Mr, Power, from Refugio, gpesented himself, took the ox} 
prescribed by the organic law, and was admitted to a seati 
the Council. ae ee 

On motion of Mr. Harris, it was 

& Resolved, That a select committee of three be appointed 
to examine and report upon the papérs and docutnents rele 
ting to the election of Ira Westover, as a member òf the Coy. 
sultation from the Municipality of Goliad, and his right toa 
séat m the General Council. 

The President appointed Messrs. Harris, Power and Mi 
lard that committee. , i ' 

Mr. Hanks, from the Committee on Military Affairs, made 


` 


Your committee to whom was referred certain documents 
and letters from the committee of safety and vigilance of Ne 
cogdoches, containing information useful to the army of the 
people, beg leave to report, that they have performed the de 
ty assigned them, and pray to be discharged from tht fur 
ther consideration thereof; which, on motion, was received 
and adopted: i i 

Mr. Parker, from the Select Committee to whom had been 
committed the duty to provide confmitiee rooms, begged leave 
to report, that no sùitable 100m is vet found for the Executive. 
The present Council room is thought by your committee to be 
the most suitable: for the Council of any, yet found. Three 
committee rooms are provided, one at Mr. Johnson’s, for the 
use of the Miltary Committee; one zt Doct. Small’s, for the 
use of the Committee on Finance, one at Mr. Fletcher's, for 
the Committee on State Affairs. And yout committee would 
recommend that this Council room should be under the centr 
of the Conrmittee on Land and Indian Affairs, in time ofat 


journments. ; i 
DANIEL PARKER, Chairman 


On motion, the above report was received. 


47 


jir, Clements, introduced ah ordinance preseribing the 
manner and form of settling the accounts of the volunteer ar- 
myof Texas, which was read the first time and ordered to a 
second. reading. 

Mr. Wilson presented the following, which was ordered to 
eon the table. 

“Resolved, That the Chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
mce, be required to report on matters properly befor 
ei.” i 
On motion of Mr. Hanks, the House proceeded to the con- 
ideation of the orders of the day. 

An ordinance and decree to raise a regular army, was ta- 
ten ypand read a second time. 

M Harris moved to amend the first section, by adding 
er the words “two years” or “during the war,” which was 
greed to. i 

Mr. Milad moved to amend it by substituting one Colo- 
a, one Lieutenant-Colonel, and one Major of Infantry, in- 
dead of two Lieutenant-Colonels and two Majors, which was 
wreed tO. ` 
“Mr. Hanks moved to amend the ordinance by adding the 
wo following sections : 

Sec. 5. Be it further ordained and decreed, that every non- 
commissioned officer and private of the regular army ot Tex- 
s shall receive, and it is hereby granted to himcor his heirs, 
rlegal representatives or assigns, one mile square or 640 
eres of land, after lie shell have recejved an honorable dis- 
charge, to which be shall be entitled, for faithful service agree- 
bly to the terms of his enlistment. , 

Sec. 6. Be it further ordained and decreed, That there 
tall be enlisted for each company of the regular army of 
Texas one diummer and one fifer, who shall be entitled to 
w pay rations and clothing of a sergeant, and to the same 
bunty in land as the non-commissioned officers and privates 
ifthe regular army, which were adopted, when the ordinance 
nas ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

An ordinance to establish and organize a corps of rangers, 
wastaken up and read a second time. 

Mr. Parker moved its re-committal te a special committee 
fihree, which was negatived. 

Mr. Wharton moved that the rule of tbe House be suspend- 
td, and the ordinance read a third time, which was negatived, 
ad the ordinance ordered to a third reading to-morrow. ° 
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On motion of Mr. Barrett, Mr. John W. Moody of the My 
nicipality of Mina, was elected Clerk to the Committee o 
Affairs of State, and Judiciary, and Finance. ‘ 

On motion, the Council adjourned till 9 o’clock, to-mor. 
sow morning. i i 


y 


Counow, Have, SAN FRYPE DE Aust, 
November 24, 1835. , 


: NINE O'CLOCK, A. M 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings having been read, 

Mr. Barrett, from the Cofamittee on State Affairs and Jud. 
ciary, presented an ordinance for appointing a Treasurer 4 
the Provisionat Government of Texas. a Secretary to th 
Executive, and two Chief Clerks, defining their geveral i 
ties, &c., which was read a first timè and ordered to a secon! 
reading. : ee 

On motion, the President ordered the sergeant-at-ayms t 
cause the noise which annoyed and interrupted the Council t 
cease. j , 

The sergeant-at-arms returned and reported that M: 
Urbane :efused to desist from interrupting the Council, 

Whereupon the’President issued a warrant for the-sergean: 
at-arms to arrest Mr, Urbane. 

The sergeant-at-dcms brought Mr. Urbane .before tk 
Council, when he made suitable apolaey, and, on motone 
Mr. Barrett, was ‘discharged. , 

Mr. Hanks, from the Committee on Military Affairs, int 
duced an ordinance for the organization of the Militia, wh: 
was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, the rule was suspended, an 
the ordinance read a second time. ` ` 

Mr, Clements moved to amend the ordinance by adding tt 
two following sections: : : ‘ 

Sec. 7. Beit ordained and decreed thatthe regimen 
staff shall consist of ‘one Adjutant, to be taken from the su 


altern officers of t' e line, one Quartermaster, one Paymase 


one Judge-Advocate, and one Sergeant-Major to be appoint 
by the Colonel. ' 


b 
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Suc. 8. Be it ordained and decreed, &c., that the Govern- 
o4 as commander-in-chief of the militia, shall be entitled to 
fut aids-de-camp, to be appointed and commissioned by 
himself, with the rank-of Colonel, which were adopted. 

When the ordinance was read a third time, and the ques- 
jon being taken on its final passage, was decided in the affir- 

ative. , . 

"On anian of Mr. Barret‘, the House took up the ordinance 
fr appointing a ‘Treasurer to the Provisional Government 
of Texas, à Secretary to the Executive, and two Chief 
Clerks, defining their several duties, &c., which (the rule of 
he House having been suspended,) was read a second and 
hird time, when the question was taken on its final passage, 
and decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Parmer, Mr. Power was adde# to the 
standing Committee on Land and Indian Affairs. 

Mr. Harris, from the Select Committee on the election of 
Mr. Westover, presented the following report: 

Your committee to whom was referred the affairs of Mr. 
Westover, member or delegate elect from Goliad, to the Con- 
vention of Texas, beg leave*to report, that they have had 
al the information relative to, and circumstances of the elec- 
tion of, Mr. Westover before them that they can procure, and 
that is necessary to convince your committee that Mr. West- 
wer is entitled tô a seat in this Council. 


WM. P. HARRIS, Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. s 
Whereupon, the President requested Mr. Wilson to an- 
nounce to Mr. Westover that he could take his seat in the 
Council. boy 
Mr. Westover presented himself, took the oath of qffice pre- 
wribed by the organic law, and was admitted as a member. 
On motion of Mr. Barrett, the House took up the ordi- 
nance for the organization of a corps of Rangers, which was 
wad a third time, when the question was taken on its figal 
passage, and decided in the affirmative. P 
Accounts marked 8 and 9 were laid before the House, 
ad, on motion, were referred to the Committee on Finance. 
The Council then took up the ordinance prescribing the 
manner and form of settling the accounts of the volunteer 
amy of the people of Texas, which was read a second time. 
Mr. Grimes moved to amend the ordinance by adding the 
E 
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word “boats” among the stems of charges, &c., Which yy 
agreed to. 4 t 
On motion, the rule of the House was suspended, and the 
ordinance was read a third time, when the question was fa 
on its final passage and decided iu the affirmative. 
Mr. Millard, from the Committee of Enrollments, presen, 
ed, as duly enrolled, an ordinance authorizing certain office, 
to administer the oath of office prescribed by the organit lay 
. creating.a Provisional Government in Texas. i 
The Council then took up tke ordinance to raise a reayly 
army, Which ‘was read a third time, when the question wg 
taken on its final passage and decided in the affirmative, 
The Council then tock up the ordinance to purchase mu, 
tions of war, provisions,arms, &c., for the army of Texas,a; 
the defeace of the sea coast, which, after some consideratio, 
| was ordered to lie on the table until to-morrow. 
t 
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On motion of Mr. Grimes, it was l 

“Resolved, that all accounts presented to the Council fy 
allowance, &c., shall be referred to the Committee on P 
„ance, and that they be 1equired to report by ordinance q 
otherwise.” 

Account marked No. 10 was laid before the Council, ani, 
on motion was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A communication ‘was submitted to the Council, from Mr 
Johnson, resigning his seat in the Council, on account of il 
health, which, on motion of Mr. Parmer, was accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Parmer, it was made the duty of the See. 
retary to communicate to the Governor the vacancy in the 
Council, occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Johnson. 

The Executive’s Secretary presented the following mes 
sagé from his Excellency the Governor: ‘ 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT or TEXAS 
To the honorable, the President, and 
Members of the Legislative Council of Tèxas: 

GENTLEMEN—I have under review three bills which hav 
been passed by your body, and forwarded to this department 
| have duly.considered the same, and herewith transmit them, 
with such remarks as appeared to me consistent. 

The bill authoring Thomas F. M’Kinney to proceed n 
Lorrow, for the use of the Provisional Government, the sur 
therein named. I haye only to suggest to your body th 
impropriety of employing agents with powers which may cor 
flict with the duties and powers of our general agents, elect 


Je 
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ed by the Convention, with a. view to be immediately dis- 
priched, with full ahd ample powers to perform all the-dui 
jes ncorporated in said bill, who will also: be authorized 
ud instructed by your body to perform all such other duties 
3 the nature of their mission and the exigencies of the 
country may require. oe 

Į would only’suggest, to your honorable body the propriety 

f making out, instructions, with the proper commissions to 
hose agents thus elected, in order that they be immediately 
dispatched to perform the duties assigned to them. And that 
committee of fit and suitable persons be appointed to take 
his matter under their consideration. And inthe event that 
hose agents specially appointed by the Convention - do not 
present themselves, that you immediately proceed to appoint 
thers wha will serves this is a matter which I consider of 
he most vital importance, and desetves your prompt. at- 
fention. mo 
The ordinance next under my, considerations ‘is the ord} 
nance and decree regulating offices under the Provisional Go- 
vernment which I approve and have signed. 
‘The next in order is the ordinance establishing a Navy, and 
wanting letters of marque.and reprisal. To this bill Tam 
bound to object as it now stands. The privileges granted to 
privateers seems to me rather unbounded.—That this Goveru- 
ment takes all the responsibilities without any interest in the 
captures which may be made. 

If prizes are brought into our parts, the Government will 
be at the expense of adjudication and sale, without remune- 
ation, provided they should be’ found lawful prizes, if not 
hwful prizes they will be bound to make remuneration for 
he act of their commissioned agents, who have brought into - 
wr ports prizes which cannot be candemned and sold as 
ueh. . Besides, I consider, agreeably to the provisions of the 
adinance, that privateers would have an unbridled licence to 
ram at large, without being particularly under the contgol 
ofthe Government, and kept within limits calculated to pro-, 
tect our own commerce,,and might, in the end, be productive 
ofmore injury than good. And, notwithstgnding’ I have re- 
commended and urged the granting of letters of marque and 
reprisal, if they are not commissioned in a manner calculated 
v pioraote the public good by annoying our enemies and 
pto.ceting our own commerce, they might prove injurious to 
the Government rather than an advantage, As such I would 
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_of Texas to issue his proclamation, in order that volunteer, 


„ous parts of the country, may know to whom they shallre 
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like, if commissions are issued, that they would not derg 
from similar privilegés granted by other governments, i 

As it respects that part of the bill making provisions ;. 
the creation of a Navy. If it should be made out iù a sem, 
rate bill for that purpose, it would appear much better, ax 
would entirely meet my views, as I deem it entirely neces 
for the protection of our commerce. It is highly proba 
that those persons wishing to fit out privateers would tene 
their vessels and services to the Government, by having the 
proper guarantees, and submit themselves entirely to iy 
control and supervision of the Government. This, if it coy 
be effected, wouid be much better than granting an unbridled, 
roaming license to privateers, which would neither be prody. 
tive of security or profit to the Government. I would ther 
fore suggest the propriety of separating the substantive my. 
ter of the bill, and introduce one solely for the purposes¢ 
creating a Navy on proper principles, and leaving outk 
provision for granting letters of marque and reprisal, unke 
your honorable body may think proper to introduce it ina 
different shape, I am well aware that no good could rest 
from granting commissions as contemplated by that portin 
of the bill and as such object to it. 

ltake this opportunity further to remind your hody of tk 
propriety of making, without delay, the necessary enactment 
calculated to authorize the commander-in-chief of the force 


and other troops, daily arriving on our shores, and from van 


“port, and to whom they shall hold themselves amenable, ¢ 
ther as volunteers for a specific time, or as recruits iothk 
regular army, I deem it entirely uncalled jor, and even impr 
dent, to furnish troops with clothing or other outfit, without 
‘guarantee to know to whom they will submit themselves, or 
what the term of their service shall be. 

With these hasty remarks I forward the bills enumerated, 
hoping your honorable body will make such dispositon of my 
remarks as their better judgment may direct. 

With sentiments of regard and consideration, I am 

Your obedient servant, 
HENRY SMETH, 
Governor. 
November 24th, 1835. 
The foregoing message having been read, 
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Í qn motion of Mr. Barrett, the House proceeded to re- 
ider the ordinance authorizing and empowering T. F. 
Kimey, of Velasco, to borrow one hundred thousand dol- 
Ls, and making it the duty of the Governor to give him 
responding commissions, instructions, &e. i 
| The question was then put “shall this ordinance now pass ? 
seveto ofthe Governor to the contrary notwithstanding.” 
f The Ayzs and Noes being called for, the vote stood thus: 
| Ayes—Messrs. Barrett, Clements, Grinres, Harris, Hanks, 
iilard, Pamer, Parker, Powers, West, Westover and Wil- 
n—12. 7 
E Nozs—None; so the ordinance passed. 
On motion of Mr. Hanis, the Council proceeded to recon- 
der the ordinance for the establishment of a Navy, and for 
ranting letters of marque and reprisal. 
f Whenthe question was put “ shall this ordinanee now pass? 
Fi: veto of the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding.” 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, the vote stood thus: 
Aves—Messis. Harris, Power and Westover—3. 
| Nogs—Messrs. Barrett, Clements, Grimes, Hanks, Mil- 
id, Parker, Parmer and Wesi—8: so the ordinance was 
INA 4 
| Od motion of Mr, Barrett, the ordinance was re-committed 
pike Standing Committee on Naval Affairs. 
| Ou motion of Mr. Harris, Mr. Westover was added 10 the 
Fisnding Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mz. Hanks presented the following resolution : 
$ Resolved, that this Council now go into the election of 
lidges for the several jurisdictions of Texas, and also the 
ppointment of commissioners to carry ‘Into effect the organi- 
tion of the militia as contemplated in the organic law, and 
nacco.dance with an ordinance and decree of the Council, 
cd Proclamation of the Governor.” 
The foregoing resolution having been iead, was adopted 
| Mr. Barrett moved a reconsideration of the vote on the 
bove resolution, ‘which was carried and the resolution ordered 
dheon the table. ls 
| On motion, of Mr. Parmer, the Council adjourned till 9 
Pclock to-morrow mc ning. 
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Councin HALL, SaN FELIPS DRE AUSTIN, ), 
` November 25th; 1885. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M, 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. ; 
The journals of yesterday's proceedings having been read, | 
Mr. Barrett, from the Committee on State Affairs and Ju- 
diciary, reported as duly enrolled an ordinance for appointing $ 
a Treasurer tothe Provisional Government, &c. 
The Executive’s Secretary presented the following mes | 
sage from his Excellency, the Governor. 


Executive DEPARTMENT or Toxas. 
To the Honorable, the President, and. 
Members of the Legislative Council. | 
GENTLEMEN—I herewith transmit, for your information, | 
the documients received from ‘head-quarters, by express. J 
You will make such disposition of them as your judgment may 
direct. I have also transmitted the two last ordinances sent | 
by your body to this department, which I approve, and have} 
signed. l | 
The company of volunteers with Capt. Reed are now here | 
and awaiting orders. You will therefore make such dispo-| 
sition of them as the interest and exigencies of the country] 
may require. ° E 
Tam, gentlemen, with sentimentsof the highest regard 
and consideration, > 
” Your’obedient servant, 
HENRY SMITH, 
Governor. 


November 25th, 1835. , 


The message having been read. . 

On motion of Mr, Barrett, the Council went into secrel 
session. After some time spent therein, the doors were 
opened, when, Mr. Millard, from the Committee on Enroll- J 
ments, presented, as duly enrolled, an ordinance prescribing 
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the manner and form of settling the accounts of the volun- 
reramy of Texas. 

Mr. Harris, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, present- 
clan ordimance for granting letters of marque and reprisal, 
which was read a first time. 

Qn motion of Mr, Parmer, the rule of the House was sus- 

ended, and the ordinance read a second time 

‘Mr, Hanks moved that the words “twenty per cent.” be 
stricken out, and the words ‘ ten per cent.” be mserted, which - 
was agreed Lo. ` 

On motion of Mr. Parmer, the rule of the House was fur- 
her suspended, and the ordinance read a third time, when 
the question was taken on its final passage, and decided in 
the affirmative: so the ordinance passed, 

Mr. Millard, from the Committee on Enrollments, present- 
ed,as duly enrolled, an ordinancd aud decree for organzing 
a corps of Rangers, and an ordinance and decree to raise a 
regular army. ' l 

Mr, Harris, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, into- 
duced an ordinance for establishing a Navy, which was read 
afirst time. 7 , 

On motion, the rule of the House was suspended, and the 
ordinance icad a second time. 

Mr. Barnett moved that the words “high seas,” be strick- 
en out, and the words * Gulf of Mexieé” be inserted, which- 
was lost. 

On motion, the rule of the House was further suspended, 
and the ordinance read a third time. 

When the question was ‘taken on its final passage; and 
lecided in the affirmative; so the ordinance passed. 

The Council then took up the ordinance and decree to pur- 
‘hase provisions, munitions of war, &c., for the regular army, 
aud for the defence of the sea coast; and after same considera- 
tion, on motion of Mr. Barrett, it was laid on the table until 
tomorrow, . CO ' 

The President submitted ‘to the House the petition of L. 
Smithers, for losses by volunteer army, &e., whieh was re- 
lerred to the Committee on Finance. 

Account, marked No. 11, was presented and refered to 
the Committee on Finance. - 

On motion the Council adjonrned till 9 o'clock to-morrow 
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Corner HALL, Saw FFLIPE DE AUSTIN, 
November 26th, 1835. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A.M 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment, 

The journals of yesterday’s proceedings having been read, 

Mr. Dexter tendered his resignation, as Secretary ol -this 
Council, which was accepted, . 

Whereupon, Mr. Barrett nominated E. M. Pease for See 
retary of this Council, who was unanimously elected, and 
after taking the oath prescribed by the organic law, entered 
upon the discharge of the duties of his office. 

Mr. Harris, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, ‘present 
ed, as duly entolléd, an ordinance for establishing a Naw; 
and an ordinance for granting letters of marque'and reprisal, 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, the resolation for the appoint 
ment of Judges and Commissioners for organizing the militia, 
was taken up and passed. 

On the nomination of Mr. Wharton, L. C. Manson wasap 
pointed First Judge, and Robert Mills Second Judge, for the 
jarisdiction of Brazoria. 

On the nomination of Mr. Grimes, Mr. James Hall was ap 
pointed First Judge, and Hugh MWGuflin Second Judge, tor 
the Municipality of Washington. 

On the nomination of Mr. Clements, Andrew Ponton was 
appointed First Jadge, and Charles Lockhart Second Judge, 
for the Municipality of Gonzales. 

On the nomination of Mr. Barrett, Sinclair Gervis was ap 
pointed First Judge, and Thomas Kinny Second Judge, tot 
the Municipality of Mina. 

On the nomimation of Mr. Parker, John Forbes wasa 
pointed First Judge, and Radford Berry Second Judge, for the 
Municipality of Nacogdoches. 

On the nomination of Mr. Pamer, John G. Love wasap 
pointed First Judge, and W. N. Sigler Second Judge, fort 
Municipality of San Augustine. 

On the nomination of Mr. Harris, H. H. League was ap 
pointed First Judge, and Nathaniel Lynch, Second Judge, for 
the jurisdiction af Harrisburg. 

On the nomination of Mr. Hanks, George W. Smith was 
appointed First Judge, and Joseph Mott, Second Judge, for 
the Municipality of Bevil. 
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Qn the nomination of Mr. Parmer, Emery Rains was ap- 
med First Judge, and James English, Second Judge, for 
ihe Municipality of Tenehaw. 

On the nomination of Mr. West, Chichestor Chaplain, was 

inted First Judge, and on motion of Mr. Millard, Wil- 
„n T. Hatton was appointed Second Judge, for the Muni- 
ipality of Jefferson. 

On the nomination of Mr. Padilla, Placido Benavidas was 

inted First Judge, and Francisco Cardenas, Second 
dye for the Municipality of Guadaloupe Victoria. 

Onthe nomination of Mr. Westover, Encainacion Vasques 
ws appointed. First Judge, and Robert Galan, Second Judge, 
ùr the Municipality of Goliad. 

Oa the nomination of Mr. Power, Martin Power was ap- 

iied First Judge, and Martin Lawler, Second Judge, for 
he Municipality of Refugio. 

On the nemmation of Mr. Padilla, Juan N. Seguin was 
pointed First Judge, and Miguel Arceniega, Second Judge, 
brthe Municipality of Bexar. 

On the nomination of Mr. Wharton, George Ewing was 
appointed First Judge, and Gail Borden, Second Judge, for 
ihe Municipality of Austin. N ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the appointment of Judges for 
ihe Municipality of Matagorda was postpotied until to-mor- 
nv. ; 

The Council then proceeded to elect Commissioners for 
oganizing the militia. 

On the nomination of Mr. Wharton, J. S. D. Byrom, Mat- 
thew Patton and James O’Conner were elected for the Muni- 
apality of Brazoria. 

On the nomination of Mr. Grimes, James J. Foster, John 
¥, Hall and Asa Mitchell were elected for the Municipality of 
Vashington. 

On the nomination of Mr. Barrett, James S. Lester, Samu- 
él Wolfenberger and Reuben Hornsby were elected for the 
Monictpality of Mina. 

On the nomination of Mr. Clements, Wm. W. Arrington, 
Andrew Ponton and Benjamin Friqua were elected for the 
Municipality of Gonzales. 

On the nomination of Mr, Grimes, Silas M. Parker, J. G. W. 
Person and William Taylor were elected for the Municipali- 
vot Viesaa. 

On the nomination of Mr. Parker, Richard Sparks, George 
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W. Follett and Arthur Henrie were elected for the Mupis, 
pality of Nacogdoches. 

On the nomination of Mi. Pamer, Samuel Davis, Wills, 
Nash aud Daniel M’Daniel were elected for the Municipalty 
of San Augustine. f ' 

On the nomination of Mr. Harris, William Little, Jane 
Cooper and Wm. Scott were elected for the Municipality r 
Harnsburg. 

On the nomination of Mr. Hanks, Isaac Weirifrey, Jok, 
Devil and B. X. Mudd weie elected for the Municipality y 
Bevil. 

On the nomination of Mr. Pamer, Richard Haley, Jon, 
Harrison, and William English weze elected for the Munie 
pality of Tenehaw. i 
~ On the nomination of Mr. West, Richard Bellew, Geo 
A. Patillo aud Theron Strong were elected tor the Municipal 
tv of Jefferson. 

On the nomination of Mr. Padilla, Sylvester DeLeon, Ph 
cide Benavidas and Manuel Carabajal were elected for t 
Municipality of Gaudaloupe Victoria. 

On the nomination of Mr. Power, Robert Carlisle, Jot; 
Coglin and Eleanor Brush were elected for the Municipalis 
of Refugio. i 

On the nomination of Mr. Westover, Caleb Bennett, Ar 
tanilo Vasques and Ramon Falcon were elected for the Mur. 
cipuity of Goliad. 

Oa the nomination of Mr. Millard, Hugh B. Johnson, B. 
W. Hardin and Jesse Devore were elecicd for the Mum 
etpality of Liberty. 

Qn the nomination of Mr. Hanks, Thomas Guay, Jeb 
Jones and Eli Mercer were elected for the Municipaitye 
Austin. , 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the appointment of Coma 
signers for the Municipality of Matagorda was postpon: 
until to-morrow. : 

The Execative’s Secretary presented the following orie 
nances, approved and staned by the Governor: 

“An ordinance and decice to establish and organizes 
corps of Rangers. - 

«An osdinance and decree to raise a regular army. 

“An ordinance fer appointing a Treasurer to the Pw 
vismnal Government of Texas; a Secretary to the Esee 
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ve; and two Chief Clerks, defining their several duties, 


On motion of Mr. Wharton, the Council went into se- 
eetsession. and, after some time spert therein, the doors 
ere opened, when, on motion, the Council adjourned tll 
oiclock to-morrow morning. l 


3 


Corxeit-Hatn, San Feritzzs ps Astin, ) 
November 27th, 1835. § 


: NINE O'CLOCK, Ae Me 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journals of yesterday’s proceeding having been rend, 
i. Horus, by leave of the Cozucil, introduced an ord- 
wwe and decree for advancing the sum of fifteen hban- 
at dollars. for the benefit of the volunteer army ef ih: 
wha under command of Gem S. F. Austin, which wu- 
ala first time, 

Da moion of Mr. Harris, the rule of the House was za- 
ned, avi the ordinance read a second time. 

Mi. Wheitoa moved that the second. section be stricken 
"uhin was negative. 

mmotion of Mr. Barrett, the rule of the House was tur- 
aus ended, and the outinence re ul the third time, worn 
weton Was taken on its final passage aud decided in tLe 
metive: zo the ordinance passed. 

Na molio of Mr. Parker, the title of the o:dmance was 
cated ey adding at the end the words * and tor oth » pu- 
N 

iy Hooks, fiom the Committee on Military Affairs, 1e- 
tod an osfunance appointing a Commissary to take charge 
julunte.s for the army, and defining his duties, which 
is reel the first time, and, the rule of the House being 
vended, was read a second time, when, on motion of Mr. 
inks, the role of the House was further suspended, and the 
dnanee iead a third time, when the question was taken 
t inal passage, and decided in the affirmative: so the or- 
wuce pr ‘sed, 
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Mr. Hanks, from the Committee on Military Affairs, iy 
duced an ordinance prescribing the manner m Which vole 
teers shall report themselves, &c., &c., whch was read J 
first time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Pgmer, the Council went into secrety, 
sion, and, after sometime spent therein the doors were open 
and the President laid before the House a report from Y} 
Minard, one of the Commissioners who had been appoing 
to proceed to the east, and hold a consultation with then 
thern Indians, and to receive of the public officers of thed 
partment of Nacogdoches, the monies in their hands, beles 
ing to the State of Coahuila and Texas, which was m 
and ordered to lie an the table until to-morrow, 

On the nomination of Mr, Barrett, Mr. Joshua Flt 
was elected Treasurer “pro. tem.” of the Provisional G 
erment of Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, Mr. Barrett was ieques 
to callon Mr. Fletcher, and inform him of his election. 

Mr. Mulard from the Committee of Finance, presented 
a report, recommending the allowance of Mrs. A. B. Peyton 
account, which was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, it was 

Resolved, that the President draw an order on Dr. C. } 
Stewart, in favor of Alexander Blair, for forty dollars, 
the purpose of purchasing stationary, &c., &e. 

Bir. Millard, by leave of the Council, introduced an ori 
nace to appoint an Emiolling Clerk, which was read a fix 
time, and ordered to fie on the table. 
_ On motion of Mr. Barrett, it was 
: Resolved, thatthe room adjoining the Council-Hall 4 
-appropriated for the use of the Secretary of the Council, 

On motion, the Council, adjourned till 7 o’clock, p. m. 
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SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M 


The Council met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The President laid before the Council a communicat 
tiom the chairman of the Committee of Safety, of Matag 
da, informing the Council that said Committee had drawn 4 
the Government for five hundred dollars, which was res 
and, on motion of Mr, Parker, the communication, togetl 
with so much of the report of Mr. Minard, submitted t 
morning, as relates to public monies, and the communa 
tions heretofore submitted to the Council from the Commit 
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fSafety of Nacogdoches, on the subject of advances, were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

ifr, Harris reported, as duiy enrolled, an ordinance and 
eiee foradvancing the sum of fifteen’hundred dollars, for 
he benefit of the volunteer army of the People, under com- 
vant of Gen. S, F. Austin, and other purposes. 

The Executive’s Secretary presented the following message 
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fom his Excellency, the Gevernor: 


gi Execurive Department or Texas. 
ty the Honorable, the President, and 

í Members of the Legislative Council : 

GentLEmen—lI have had under consideration the following 
rdinances passed hy your body, viz: 

«Anordinance for granting letters of marque and reprisal. 

“A decree for establishing a Navy. 

«An ordinance regulating the Militia.” 

The ordinance appointing Thomas f£. M’Kinney for the 
urposes therein named, which has been passed by a eonsti- 
uhonal majority, has now received my signature, as well, 

so, asthe one appropriating money for the use of the army, 
ke, allofwhich I herewith transmit. 

I transmit also for the information of your body a commu- 
cation, received by express, from head-quarters, which you 
will use as circumstances may direct. 

With sentiments &c., &c., 
Your obedient servant, 
HENRY SMITH, 
Governar. 

November, 27th 1835. 
The foregoing having beer read, 
Un motion of Mr. Barrett, the Council went into secret 
oY and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
opened. 
Mr, Millard, from the Committee on Finance, presented 
he following report,—  “ 

Your Committee, to whom was referred that part of the 
Governor’s message recommending the establishment of a 
aiff, and the appointment of Revenue Officers, &c., beg 
fare 10 report,— 

In surveying the vast resources possessed by Texas, 
whether A in a national point of view, or merely 
with reference to raising a * revenue and establishing a sys- 

F 


us 


— 


x 


62 


tem of permanent income, available at all times, and consid. 
ered as the positive wealth of the State. The subject pre. 
sents a mort extensive field for the consideration of the poli 
lician and economist than at first anticipated, 

In a government such as Texas presents to the world, 
when the vessel of state has only just been launched into her 
proper element, possessing all the strength and symmetry, qll 
the fine proportions and superior workmanship of a well cop. 
structed ship, it would be a source of great regret if the ope. 
rations and objects for which it was created should be erip 
pled or entnely lost. when the facilities aflorded by suchev. 
tensive resources were controllable and so completely within 
our reach: . 

That money is the sinew of war, is an adage to the trh 
of which the’ most ignorant and unpretending in political 
economy must subscribe, and which in our peculiar circum- 
stances is most apposite and applicable, and the operation 
of any belligerent power are active and efficient, crippled or 
successful in proportion to the quantum of available means 
to carry on its measures offensive and defensive. In this 
state we find ourselvés, with every basis of permanent income, 
and every source of revenue of a civilized people possessing 
an area of 250,000 square miles of territory—an agricultur- 
al community of upwards of 50,000 souls, already reapingthe 
fruits of their hardy labours and euterprize, and an extend- 
ed sea coast with fine bays and harbouts inviting the com 
merce of the world. 

Where are these resources? What do they consist of! 
and to what amount are they available? An answer to these 
questions will constitute the report of your committee. 

What are the resources of Texas? and what do they cor 
sist of? 

If a geographical test only were applied the answer would 
soon be given. Point to the map and compare the area ol 
Texas, with that of any state of tre United States of America, 
and we shall find that she comprises, within her limits, # 
much territory as four of the largest States of the Union pu 
together, to wit: New York, Penysylvania, Virginia and Obi, 
or if we consider her with reference to the sustentionof adent 
population, and her consequent ability to support the exper 
sesof a Government, we must assign her a station immeis 
urably above some of the dependent kingdoms of Europ 
the amount of whose agricultural productions, and whos 
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tommercial and other advantages, place them far below 
the standard of our prospective rank among the nations of the 
garth, But we mnst now confine ourselves to the considera- 
jon of Texas, with reference to her capability of raising a 
revenue and laying the basis, and establishing a permanent 
system of taxes and imposts for the present and future opera- 
tions of the’ government. The source from which this state 
must derive one of her certain permanent incomes is the sale 
ofher public dorhain, and her indubitable right to tax every 
acre of land within her limits to defray the expenses of her 
vernment. ' ; 

The whole of Texas compriséd between. the Sabine and 
Rio Grande, is computed to contain 250,000 square miles, 
and only a very small portion of this domain has been gran- 
ied tq individuals or settlers, say 10,000,000 of acres, this 
amount is acknowledged to be a proper subject of revenue, 
inasmuch as the tax can be fixed upon each acre, admitting 
that each acre of land were taxed one cent, a direct tax 

would amount,to 100,000 dollars. 

" Thé sale of the public domain, the manner and form of 
which, it is to be hoped will hereafter be regulated and pre- 
stibed by a policy more ‘in accordance with its enhanced 
value, superinduced by our recent change in Government, 
vill prove if properly nurtured a fruitful source of revenue. 

The amount of receipts into the Treasury of the United 
Stajes of America, from this source, has since their existence 
asa nation been upwards of a million of-dollars per annum, 
and by a comparison of the extent of the. public domain of 
Texas, with that of the United States, we can fairly compute 
our amount of revenue at one fourth of that sum, say 250,- 
000 dollars per annum, fromthe sale of our public lands; 
but these data are necessarily computable and present only a 
plan of revenue, not immediately available for the expenses 
ofthe current year, inasmuch as the establishment of a di- 
rect tax, the tardy operation of its collection, the preliminary 
surveys, and sale of the public lands, all require time for their 
rendition into available means to defray the pressing exigen- 
cies of the State. A direct tax on slaves, comes next in order 
as a subject ef certain revenue, and your commiltee recom- 
mend a tax of one dollar on all slaves in Texas over four- 
teen and under fifty years of age. ; : 

, Your committee have, therefore, sought for some plan of 
internal revenue, simple in its character, less expensive in its 
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nature, and unattended by preliminary, statutes and regula. 
tions, tardy in their formation, and still morè dilatory in their 
éxecution and returns. l 

The first subject presenting itself as a speedy and availa. 
ble source of reveriue, is a duty on foréign tonnage. It must 
be confessed that this branch of the reveriue must be smal] 
but progressive, and’ governed by the amount of commérce 
and the consequent nutnber of vessels engaged in oir trade, 
Your corhmittee have not been able from the state of things 
heretofore existing, to obtain an accurate return of thè num- 
ber of vessels annually engaged in the commerce of Texas 
but we may assure ourselves that the number will certainly 
be increased tenfold, when the position we have assumed a 
a State, “Sovreign and Independent” ‘shall become more 
generally known, and the tide of emigration to this favoured 
land, shall have wafted to’ our shores, a double, tripple, nay 
a quadruple population. 
© From the best information obtained from various sources, 
there were shipped last year from the different ports of Tex-4 
as ‘about thirty thousand bales of cotton. |The crops in this 
fine material, was not so great, nor the quantity of land ap- 
propriated to the culture of this staple, so considerable as that 
of the present yeat by one hundred per cent. and we may 
therefore estimate our export of cotton at 60,000 bales. 

The vessels required for this service agreeably to the best 
data obtained on this subject, require a tonnage of one to each 
bale, not for the purpose alone of transporting this numberof 
bales, but for return cargoes purchased in the United States 
and Foreign countries, from the proceeds of this staple for our 
‘Texas market. Assuming this data ds correct, and assum- 
ing the rate of tonnage duties at what it was when Texas was 
a member of the Confederated States of Mexico, now no 
more, namely, $2,121-2 cents perton, the amount derived 
from this branch ofthe revenue, could be fairly estimated at 
125,000 dollars, 

This may be condensed among the available resources, 
from which we are to derive the means of defraying the pres- 
sing exigencies of our newly created Government. 

Another sure and certain source of availablé revenue pre- 
sents itself to the consideration of your committee, viz: An 
export duty on cotton which it would not be deemed too high 
to place at one quarter of a cent per pound. The ease and 
facility with which this duty can be collected, and the neat 
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approach of the season for the exportation of the article, must 
necessarily render this subject of impost,, in thé opinion of 
your committee the first on the list of available means. 

Your committee therefore recommend a duty of one quarter 
ofa Gent per pound for every pound of cotton exported out of 
Téxas. ‘Assuming the amount of bales exported as correct 
inthe preceding item an tonage, the revenue would be in- 
creased by this item of impost about 60,000 dollars. : 

Imposts or custom duties, upon‘ importations of merchan- 
dze in a countiy where commerce constitutes an extensive 
branch of'induștry isthe most fruitful, as well ds the most 
wailable source of revenue of the Treasury, and should be 
airlured as well as regulated with the greatest care, sp as to. 
equalize the tax upon the various commodities imported, in 
reference to the several class of consumers, the merchant, 
ihe manufacturer and the Government itself. 

A well regulated tariffis:commonly resorted to by the most > 
wlitic, among the commercial nations of the civilized world, 
wt in our infant state with a blank Treasury, your commit- 
tee recommend a less complicated system, than a designation 
specife duties; a general ‘tad valorem” duty in the wey 
ofz certain rate per cent, upon the value of the. cargo as 
shown by the manifest, and regulated so as to guard against 
al fiauds and infractions of the revenue. 

This plan may be divided into two classes of articles of 
commerce and importation, First. Such as are commonly 
calleddebenture. Second. All other merchandize not inclu- 
ded in the first class. The first should be fixed and pay duty 
or per cent. double the latter, say the frst class to be. charg- 
ed 30 per cent., the second class 15 per cent, oe =. 

Your committee are decidedly of opinion that this system 
would better suit our present situation and circimstaices, aid 
is adoption would necessarily be attended with a smaller 
umber of revenue officers, to carry itigto effect. -^ * 

The establishment by law of ports of entry, and.delivery, 
and the appointment òf a Collector, and Deputy Collectprs. 
Surveyars and, Inspectors, recommended and nominated by 
himself, subject to his order and directions. and accountable 
t him for the faithful performance of the duties of their offix 
tes, and thé Collectors to be subject to the orders of the Go- 
yernor and Council, and the laws and regulations to be here- 
ater enacted for the Government of this brinch of the re- 
venue. The deputies, &c., to be locatéd at such points 
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within the District, whether on the sea-goast or dpon the lan}, 
frontier, according to its probable exposure to infractions if 
the revenue law. 

It will become necessary, iù order further to carry into et 
fect the revenue laws hereafter to be enacted, to divide te 
whole coast into révenue districts. Yout comnnittee have dy 
cided upon the following division ‘of the coast, which is natu 
rally suggested by its geographical as well as’ topographie 
features, ` i ' 

First. All that part of the coast lying between the Sabin 
and, Caney creek, comprehending the ports of Sabine, Gal. 
vestor, and Velasco, and all otliers that may be hereafter es. 
tablished within the said limits, to be called tlic Easten 
' district. f 

Second. All that part of-the coast lying between Caney 
creek and the Western boundary of" Texas, comprehending 
the ports of Matagorda, Lavaca, Copano, and all others which 
may hereafter be established within the said limits to be gall. 
ed the Western district. 

But your committee cannot conceal the fact, that although 
the picture here presented, of the fiscal resources of our in 
fant Government, is flattering and exhilara‘ing in the’highey 
degree, to the patriot and statésman, and that the revenw 
both permanent and available, is destined to become with 
proper nursery and management, the physical arm of the Go- 
vernment, which is to preserve, our existence, as a free and 
enlightened people, among the nations of the earth. Yet the 
urgent, pressing, and unavoidable exigencies and immediate 
necessities of our State, thus thrown suddenly into existence 
and compelled to rely on her own resources, great as they are, 
but.not immediately controllable: in fine, a people patsig 
from a state of nature to the highest grade of civil society, an 
appearing fresh from the parturrition, like Minerva from the 
head of Jupiter, panoplied and armed with all the intelligence 
and strength, all the vigor and combined action of a nytios, 
long since arrived at maturity, require a fund to which it can 
immeédiately recur, to answer the irgent calls and pressing 
demands upon its Treasury. 

Your committee have not been able to fix ypon a project 
possessing in a greater degree all the essential requisites o 
speedy operation, and combining celerity and certainty mits 
accomplishment, than that suggested by a loan. It Is a well 
ascertained fact that the moncy market in the United States 
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gutted at this time with that commodity, and: that should 
ihe infant Government of Texas present herself on “chithge” 
de will stand with all her resources and capacities to pay, 
among the highest on the list of favoured borrowers. 

Jn presenting to the consideration pnd safiction of the Coun- 
dlof the Provisional Government; a measure, not on all oc» 
asoge deemed politic or advisable ip which the credit of the 
Sate, will be brought thus early into competition with other 
mations, whose institutions and government have long been 
wtablished and organized. Your committee have been gui~ 
led and impelled only by a deep conviction of the urgent 
recessity of the case, and confidently believe, that bath prin- 
cipal and interest of the debt, will not only be secure and cer- 
iin, butat nd very distant period entirely refunded from the re- 
enue arising from the variods sources above indicated. 

Your committee under these circumstances have drafted a 
jecial.ordinance and decree, of which they recommend the 
imediate adoption by the Govérnor and Council; and sug- 
seat that its provisions be carried into effect forthwith. ` 

The ordinance and decrees necessary to carry into effect 
ihe suggestions contained in this report on the subject of a 
direct tax, impest duties, tonnage, &v., will be prepared and 
aranged as soon as practicable, to meet properly the subjects 


relerred to. 
JIENRY MILLARD, Chairman. . 


CHAS, WILSON, 
J. D. CLEMENTS, 


The foregoing hiving been read, was ordered to lie on the 
lable. 

The ordinance accompanying the above, entitled an or- 
tintneé and decree to raise a loan to defray the expenses of 
he Provisional Government of Texas, was read a first time 
ind ordered to lie on the table. 
oe House.went into consideration of the orders of the 

ay, 

_Anordinance and deeree to purchase munitions of war, provi- 
‘uns, arms, &c., for the army of ‘Texas, aud the defence of 
the sea coast, was read a third time, and, afler some amend- 
ments the question was taken on its final passage, and deci- 
led in the affirmative: so the ordinance passed. . 

The appointment of Judges, &c., for Matagorda, was post- 
poned until to-morrow. 
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} Committee, 
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On motion the Council adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morroy 
morning. 
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Covor Harz, SAN FELIPE DE AUŚTIN, 
November 28, 1885. 


” KINE O'CLOCK, A. M, 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journals of yesterday’s procéeding having been reai, 

Mr. Hanks, from the Conimittee on Military Affairs, repor- 
ied as duly onrolled, an ordinance appointing 2, commissan 
to take charge of volunteers for the army, and defivinghk 
duties. 

The oath prescribed by the organic law, was administer 
by the President to Joshua Fleteher, Treasurer pro. tem, 

Mr. Millard from the Committee on Enrollments, presented 
as duly enrolled. an ordinance and decree to purchase mun. 
tions of war, provisions, arms, &ċ., for the army of Texas, 
an defence of the sea coast. 

Mr. Batuett, member from Austin, appeared, took the cat; 
prescribed by the organic law, and took his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, ttie Gouncil went into seciet ses 
sion, and after some time spent there the poors were opened, 

M:. Parker'from the Select Committee, on the state of tle 
army, appointed in secrel session, reported an ordinance ii: 
the purchasing provisions for the volunteer army of the peo 

le of Texas, which was read a first time, and, on motion ~ 
Mr. Parker, the rule of the House was dispensed with, ana 
the ordinance read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Power, the blank in the second sectio 
was filled with the name of John Dunn. i 

On motion of Mr. Parmer, the ordinance was amended b 
adding the words “to be conveyed by water to the Copsi 
landing, and from thence,” between the words “ same” am 
“to be” in Section second. - 

The rule of the House was farther suspended and the or 
dinance read a third time, when the question was taken gnit 
final passage and decided in the affirmative. So the ordi 
nange was passed. M a 
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The Exécutive’s Secretary presented the following mes- 
sage from his Excellency the Governor: + 


m 
. 


Exscurms DEPARTMENT or Texas. 
T the’ Honorable, the President, and ' 
© Members of the Legislative Council of Teras: 

GentLeMEN~-Much timé has elapsed ‘since the adjourn- 
mént of the Convention. ; : 
A resolution was entered into by that body, that their acts 
kuld be published and circulated, and a committee was 
pointed by that body, to attend: particularly to that matter- 
{he publication has not yet appeared, nor do I know in what 
nte of progress it may be? It is a matter of the highest im- 
portance, and about which muchinterestis felt, and its delay 
q suppression from thé public eye, bas already and will con- 
iwe to create, not only great inconvenience, but absolute 
istrust and miusrepresentation. I eonfidently hope that your 
dg will forthwith institute an inquiry into the matter, and 
aver cease your exertions until that, matter is brought before 
te public in its proper shape. His entirely useless to send 
jth commissions, until the organic and other necessary laws 
ue transmitted with them. 
With sentiments, &c. &c. 

Tam, gentlemen, i 
Your obedient servant, 
HENRY SMITH, 
Governor 


san Philipe, November 28th, 1835. 


The foregoing having been read was ordered to lie on the 
‘ble. f 

Mr. Clements presented the account of L. Smithers, which 
ww referred to the Committee on Finance. ` 
Mr. Hanks, by leave, introduced an ordinance and decree, 
uoplemental to an ordinance and decree appoiutiug a com 
mssary to take charge of volunteers of the army, and defin- 
ihis duties, passed November 27th, 1885, which was 1ead 
first time, and on motion of Mr. Hanks, the rule of the 
House was suspended, and the ordinance read a second 
third time, when the question was taken on its final pas- 
ge and decided in the atirmative: and so the ordinance 
massed. 

Qn motion the Council adjourned till seven o'clock p.m: 
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; l SEVEN O'CLOCK, A, M, 

The Council met pursnant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Parmer, the Council proceeded to eleg 
Judges for the Municipality of Matagorda. S. Rhodes Fishe 
and Charles Wilson were put in nomination for First Judy 
and Thomas M. Duke, Robert, H. Boice and Hamilton |, 
Cook were put in nomination for Second Judge. 

Mr. Parmer moved ihat the election be made viva vog 
which was negatived, when the Council proceeded to balla, 

On counting the ballot, there were for , 


Charles Wilson, for First Judge, 6 votes, 
Thomas M. Duke, “ e 5 i 
S. Rhodes Fisher, “ s 2 w 
For Charles Wilson, for Second Judge 6 s 
“ Robert H. Boice, * t ee 5 u 
« Thomas M. Duke, . ss e 1 i 
‘© Hamilton L. Cook, ae a 1 G 


Whereupon, Charles Wilson was declared duly elected 
First and Second Judge for the Municipality of Matagorda, 

Mr. Wilson declined the office of Second J udge, when, œ 
notion of Mr. Wharton, the rule for voting by ballot was su 
pended, and the House proceeded to elect a Second Judge, 
Viva voce. p 

On the nomination of Mr. Wharton, Thomas M. Duke 
was elected Second Judge for the Jurisdiction of Matagorda. 

On the nomination of Mr. Hanks, Jefferson George, Bailey 
Hardiman and Hamilton L. Cook wêre unanimously clected 
Commissioners for the organization of the Militia for the Mu 
ey of Matagorda. 

Mr. Parker reported, as duly enrolled, an ordinance to pur 
chase provisions for the volunteer army of the Peoples 
Texas. 

The President submitted to the Council the following com 
munications, Viz: 

A letter fiom Joel T. Case, together with the proceeding 
af the citizens of Mobile, in public meeting, expressive o 
their sympathy for the People of Texas in their present strug 
gle, and appointing a committee to receive and forward cor 
tributions for our aid, &c. 

A letter from J. L. Almonte, the Mexican Minister to the 
United States of the North, to Capt. James Gaines, on tk 
subject ofa change of government, sale of Texas, &y &e. 
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Aletter from the chairman of the Committee of Safety of 
Nwogdoches, together with certain resolutions, passed by 
that body on the 15th inst., on the subject of our separation 
inthe Mexican Government, &c., &c., all of which were 
rad and ordered to lie on the table. f 

By leave of the Council, General Houstoù read several let- 
ws itom the United States of the, North, tendering assistance, 
wd expressing sympathy for the people of Texas in their 
ugele for liberty. : 

Mr. Wharton moved that the Council now proceed to the 
dection of company officers of thé regiment of Infantry of the 
amy of Texas. 

Mr. Hanks demanded the Yeas and Noes on the motion, 
yhich being seconded, they were taken, and stood ag follows : 

Ayss-—Mesrs. Wharton, Barrett, Clements, Parker, Md- 
bd, Paimer, West, Powers and Westover—9, 

Nors—Messrs. Hanks and Harris—®: so the motion wus 
ried, ~ ; 

Mr. Clements moved that the election be made with closed 
iors, which was negatived. 

Mr. Wharton moved that the election be made viva voce, 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. Hanks moved an adjomnment, which was negatived. 

Oa the nomination of Mr. Parker, James Carter was ap- 
winted a Captain, Henry Teal First Lieutenant, and Madi- 
Whitaker, Seeond Lieutenant, in the Regiment of Infan- 
iy of the army of Texas, 

Qn the nomination of Mr. Barnett, John Byrd was appoint- 
ala Captain, John York, First Lieutenant, and M’Henry 
Vinborne, Second Lieutenant, in the Regiment of Infantry 
dthe army of Texas. 

On the nomination of Mr. Clements, Ezekiel Williams 
sas appointed a Captain, William H. Smith, First Lieuten- 
wand Benjamin F. Sanders, Second Lieutenant, in the 
Regiment of Infantry of the army of Texas. 

Dathe nomination of Mr. Millard, Andrew Briscoe was 
appointed a Captain, Franklin Hardin, First Lieutenant, and 
Milton Hardin, Second ieutenant, in the Regiment of Intan 
ty of the army of Texas. 

Un the nomination of Mr. Wharton, James Collimsworth 
Ws appomted a Captain, Leander H. M'Neil, First Lieuten- 
nt and Pleasant Bull, Second Lieutenant, in the Regiment 
if Infantry of the army of Texas 


* 
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On the nomination of Mi. Parmer, Robert Boyd Ling 
was appointed a Captain, George English, First Lieutengy; 
and Leonard H. Mabbitt, Second Lieutenant, in the Regine 
of Infantry of the army of ‘Texas. 

Qn the nomination of Mr. Barrett, Robert M. Coleman wy 
uppointed a Captain, Amasa Turner, First Lieutenant, Benj. 
mine C. Wallace, Second. Lieutenant m the Regiment of h. 
fant of the army of Texas > 

On the nomination of Mr. Wharton, George M, Collins 
worth was appointed-a Captain, John Bowman First Lieute, 
ant, and William Ic. Elooth, Second Lieutenant, in the Regi 
ment of Infantiy of the army of Texas, 

On the nomination of Mr. Grimes, Joha W. Manin wa 
xppointed a Captain, J. W. Shepard, First Lieutenant, Je 
ferson Alleorn Second Lieutenant, in the Regiment of Tn 
fantry of the armyot Texas. 

On the nomination of Mr. Harris, George F. Richardson we 
appomted a Captain, Robert Wilson, First Lieutenant, a) 
D. L. Cokenot, Second Lieutenant, in the Regiment of 
Infantry of the army of Texas. 

Mr. Hanks reported, as duly enrolled, an ordinance an 
deciee supplemental to an ordmance and deeree appoint: 
a Commissary to take charge of the volunteers of the ann 
of ‘Texas. and defining his duties, passed November ik 
1335. 

Qn motion of Mr, Wharton, the Council proceaded to t 
election of officers of the corps of Rangers. 

On the motion of Ma. Parker, the election was ordered) 
be made vha voce. 

On the nomimition of Mi. Parker, Isaac W. Burton we 
appointed a Captain, Horatio McHanks, First Lieutenut 
and ‘Thomas Robbins, Second Lieutenant. in the corps ¢ 
Rangers. 

On the nomination of Mr. Clements, William W, Aringo 
was appoiuted a Captain Jesse M’Coy, First Lieutenant. at 
Litiieton ‘Pumblinson, Second Lieutenant, in the corps © 

angers. 

On the uomination of Mr. Barrett, John J. T'umlinson w» 
appoluted’a Captain in the corps of Rangers. 

Mr. Batrett nominated Joseph Rodgers for First Liens 
ant. , 

Mr. Wharton nominated Lancelot Smithers for First hit 
tenant, when the vote was taken, and Lancelot Smithers ¥ 
appointed First Lieutenant of Rangers. 
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Qu the nomination of Mr. Wharton, Joseph. ages. ens 
„minted Second Lieutenant of Rangers. 
if, Hanks submitted a letter recommending R. M. Wil- 
famson for Major of the corps of Rangers, signed by a large 
mmber of citizens, > 

Mr, Power nominated James Kerr. 

Mr, Parker stated that J. G. W, Pierson was a candidate. 

When the ballots werg counted, there were for 

R, M, Williamson, - =. oe 6 VOLGS. ¢ 
James Kerr, E se A ee “ 

Whereupon, R. M. Wijliamson was declared duly elected 
Ygor of the corps of Rangers. 4 

the President submitted the certificates of the election ot 
thomas J. Western, Peter Grayson, Benjamin smith, Diego 
Grant and ha Westover to the Convention, which, on 
miono? Mr, Barrett, were ordered to be filed among the 
wapers of the Convention, l 
` Un motion, the Council adjourned til ‘9 o’clock, to-mor- 
ow morning, 


November 29th, 1886. 
NINE O'GLOCK, As Ms 
The Council met pursuant to adjournment., 
The Executive’s Secretary presented the following mes- 
ae from his Excellency, the Governor. 


Counctn Hann, San EFLIPS DE AUSTIN, ? 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS 
tothe Honorable, the President, anl 
Members of the Legislative Council, 

GuxteemMen—Our fellow-citizen, Major Samuel Whiting, 
nishes to leave forthwith for New Orleans, he bas been ren- 
iring services to the country, and has adesire to continue 
isuselulness by being instrumental in fitting out privateers, 
, conformity with a deeree, passed by vour balls, on that 
“ject. He has applied to me for blank commissioas, to be 
Mied out as opportunity or circumstances shall direct. I 
would therefore suggest to your body the propriety of pas- 
mg an ordinance authorizing the Executive to vest him with 
authorities to fill out the blanks under the special instructions 
om the Executive, in conformity with said ordinance. As 
his matter should be expedited, unmediate action will be 
necessary. T herewith transmit for your information, tran- 
È 
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scripts from certain letters from the United States, which}, 
been handed to me. Some of the Mobile Volunteers hy 
arrived in this town and called on me to know what dispos 
tion will be made of them. It will probably be a courte, 
due to these men to enquire the reasons of their Separati 
from the balance of their company, and make such dispos 
tion of thein as their merit may require. ` 
With sentiments, &c., &c., 
e Your obedient servant, 
HENRY SMITH, Governor, 

November 29th, 1835. 

The commnnications accompanping the above were tr 
and laid on the table. l 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, it was 

Resolved, that a commitsee of three be appointed to dix 
and report an ordinance, embracing the views of the Exee: 
tive in the message just submitted, on the subject of ble: 
commissions, with letters of marque and reptisal. 

Messrs. Harris, Powers and Millard were appointed zi 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, Mr, Clements was tianskre 
from the Standing Committee on Military Affalis, and M 
Burnett appointed to the Standing Committee on Finance, 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, it was ; 

Resolved, thata committee of three be appointed to wa 
onthe company of Volunteeis from Mobile, who lave ju. 
passed through town, and appologize to them for their ce 
reception, and make suitable arrangements for their iec 
tion and comfort. 

_ Messrs. Banett, Harris and Clements were appointed sa 
committee. 

Me Harris, from the Select Committee to draft and repr 
en ordinance embracing the views of the Eaccutive on 1 
subject of blank commissions, with letters of marque anda 
prisal, reported au ordinance and decree supplemental! 
au ordinauce and decree for granting lettérs of marque and 
prisal, passed 25th November, 1855, which, having be 
read, on motion of Mr. Parker, was laid on the table. 

On the nomination of Mr. Hauks, Jolin B. Johnsons 
appointed Commissary under the ordinance and decrees 
pointing, a Commissary to take charge of volunteers of tH 
army, and defining his duties. 

Mr. Hanks was appointed to wait on My. Joburon andit 
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pmhim of his appointment, and request him to furnish the 
outeeys NOW In town. 
(a motion, the Conncil adjourned tll 6 o'clock, p. m. 


y 


, SIX O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

i. Barrett from the committee to wait on the Volunteers 
om Mobile, made a verbal report, that they had waited on 
ie Volunteers and' presented the resolution of this Council, 
yi that the Chairman and other members of the Committee 
ndaddressed the company, im conformity with the resolu- 
un, and made provisions for their reception nd comfort, 
hich report, on motion of Mr. Hanks, was accepted. 

Mr. Hanks reported that he had waited on Mr. Johnson 
sdinformed him of his appointment, and instructed him to 
imish eighty rations this evening, which report wasaccepted. 
The President laid before the Council a letter frora E. 
all, dated Velasco, November 23d, 3835. Also, a letter 
om Thomas J...Rusk, on the situation of the army, which 
re read and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, the House took up the ordinance 
nldeerce supplemental to the ordmance and decree for 
anting letters of marque and reprisal, passed 25th Novem- 
1, 1885, and after some consideration, on motion of Mr, 
well, t was referred to the committee who reported it, 
ath instructions to amend the same, by making Thomas F. 
[Kinney and Silas Dinsmore the agents for filling up three 
‘uk commissions for the same purpose : the committee had 
ave to retire. , 

The President submmitted a communication fom Samuel 
hiting, tendering his services to go to New Orleans, or else- 
sere, Which was read and laid on the table. 

Mr. Harris, from the Select Committee, reported, as amend- 
ithe ordinance and decree supplemental to an ordinance 
4d decree tor geanting letters of marque and- reprisal, pas- 
135th November, 1835, which was tead a second tite. 

Oa taetion of Me, Hanks, the following “amendment was 
Helasa third section to the ordinance. . 
“Po itordained and decreed that ten percent, and no 
pe, on all vessels and prizes condemned in the ports of 
Als, as pises toletters of marque and reprisal, shall be paid 
‘ths captors to the Provisional Government uf Texas, any 
myto the cvatray, notwithstanding, inthe ordinance and de- 
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cree granting letters of marque and reprisal, passed Novem. | 
ber 25th, 1835. 
Mr. Barrett moved te amend the ordinance by striking out 4 
the words, “to Wilham Christy and James Ramage, actin $ 
members of the Commit'ee on the Affairs of Texas, at New | 
Orleans,” in section first, and insert ‘to Samuel Whiting 
of Trinity River, Texas.” ae 
On motion of Mr. Parmer, the Council went into secre | 
session, and after some time spent therein, the doors were § 
opened, when the amendment of Mr. Barrett was adopted. | 
On motion of Mr. West, the rule of the House was sus | 
pended, and the ordinance read the third time, when the ques. | 
tion was taken on its final passage, and decided in the aff į 
mative: so the ordinance passed. 
On motion of Mr. Parmer, it was 
“ Resolved, that the door-keeper ‘be sworn, and that nj 
addition to the usual oath, he be sworn to keep secret all 
matters before the Council that may come to his Toole | 
while in secret session,” whereupon, the oath was admins- | 


Several comnmunications lying on the table, were taken up § 
and referred, as follows: f 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the létter from *sundiy citizens 
of Brazoria, was referred to the Corhmittee on Finance. 

The letter of Thomas Hooper was referred to the Commit | 
tee on Military Affairs. 

The letter of Thomas, Toby & Co., was referred to the] 
Committee on Naval Affairs. ` 

The letter of Thomas J. Rusk was referred to thé Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the letter of Mr. E. Hall was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. d 

The President submitted a letter trom Thomas F. MW’Ki- 
ny, requesting certain intormation, &c., which was ead, and. 
on motion of Mr. Barrett, referred to a Select Committee o 
three: Messis. Barrett, Parmer and Parker were appointed 
said cofnamittee. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, so much of the Governors 
message, submitted this day, as relates to volunteers we 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, with instruc 
tions to report an ordinance prescribing the manner in which 
volunteers shall be received, 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the Council went into secre 
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ssion, and, after ,some time spent therein, the doors were 

ned, . i 
° Mr. Harris, by leave, introduced an ordinance and decree 
supplemental to en ordinance and decree for supplying the 

resent volunteer army with provisions, &c., which was read 
afirst time and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Parmer presented a petition from certain volunteers on 
heir way home from the army, asking for aid, which was 
‘referred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mi. Barrett, it was 

Resolved, that a Select Committee of two be appointed 
o report upon the unfinished business of the Convention; and 
alsoon the unfinished business connected with resolutions, 
kiteisand reports of this Council, up to this date: Messrs. 
Harris and Barnett were appointed said Committee. 

Mr. Barrett presented an account from Messrs. Baker & 
Bordens, for public printing, which was referred to the Com- 
nittee on Finance. 

On motion the Council adjourned till nine o’clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 


Councit-Hatxu, San FELIPE ps AUSTIN, ? 
- November 30th, 1335. 
NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journals of the{proceedings of the 28th and 29th having 
ben read, 

On motion of Mr. Harris, it was . 

“Resolved, that all reports from Committiees, and messa- 
gs ftom the Governor, shall be incorporated into the jour- 
uks when they are transcribed into a book. 
f General Austin was announced, and invited te take a seat 
within the bar of the Council. ° 

‘He stated that he had returned from the army, in obedience 
othe invitation of the Convention to enter upon the duties of 
tis appointment as Commissioner to the United States of the 
North, and that he was eyer ready to act in any capacity 
where he could be useful to the country. 

He stated that he would submit a written report on the sit- 
ition of the army, in the course of the day. 

Mr. Millard, from the Cammuttee on Enrollments, reported 
4 duly enrolled an ordinance and decree supplemental to an 
G* ` 
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ordinance and ‘decree granting letters of marque and reprisal | 
passed 25th November, 1835. 


On motion oft Mi. Parker, the reports of Wm. Pettus ana! 
George M. Patrick who had been appointed Commissioness| 
to proceed to the army, &c., was received, accompaaied by! 
an appointment from General Burleson to Wm. Pettus, na 
commissary, and a memorandum fiom General Burleson 
certain articles wanted for the volunteer amy; also, anyi 
pointment fiom William Pettus to Mr. Caldwell, as sub-com 
missary, &c., all of which were read. 

General Austin made some statements in explanation of tl, 
report, and returned to the Council the instructions relate 
of money advanced for the volunteer army. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, it was 


‘Resolved, that Mr. Thomas Gay be requested to deln 
his starting to the army until th1~ House have time to acton 
the communications of Wim. Pettus and George M. Parid 
just received from the army, now ın the field, and that the 
said communications be referred to a Select Committee, com- 
posdd of Messrs. Millard, Harris and Clements to repon a 
soon as practicable.” : 

By leave, General Houston presented to the Gounel org 
hundred dollars, a donatian-fom Jobn Hutchins, of ME 
vhez, Mississippi, to the Piovisional Government, for thel 
nse of Texas, in her present struggle for Liberty. 

Mr. Harris, by leave, laid before the Council a report fren] 
Capt. Burke, of the Mobile Volunicers, to General Houston, 
which was icad, and, on motion of Mi, Hanks, approved. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, it was 

‘Resolved, that General Austin be invited, at all times 
to take a seat within the bar of the House.” 

General Austin tendered his thanks to the Council fo the 
kindness and attention shewn him. 

Mr. Millard presented the following resolution, which we 
adopted unanimously : = 

“ Resolved, that the thanks of the General Couneil of tr 
Provisional Government of Texas, be, and they are hereltf 
presented to John Hutchins, of Natchez, Mississippi, for the 
interest and zeal he has evinced in the cause of Texas, a 
particularly tor his liberal donation to this Government, ol oes 
hundred dollars, to defray the expenses of this Governmet 
and to assist their efforts for the security and estabbshine $ 
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giheir constitutional hberty, against the tyranny and op- 
ession of the government of the usurper, Sunta Anna.” 

Mi. Millard moved thata copy of the foregoing resolution, 
ggned by the President and Secretary, be forwarded to Mr. 
Hutchins, which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, James Kerr was admitted as 
a member, of the Council hom the Municipality of Mata- 
coda. : 

Mr. Kerr was sworn and took his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Power, it was 
/*«Resolved, that Col, Gonzales be permitted to come before 

e Council and state lis views with respect to joining the 
amy at Bexar.” | 

Mr. Millard from the Comuntiee on Finance presented the 
jollowing report: ; 

“Your Committee ou Finance to who: was referred the 
accounts and papers of Mr. L. Smithers, have had the same 
under consideration, and ask leave to report,— 

That they have had the account before them, rendered 
by Mx. Smithéis, for losses sustamed by that unfortunate in- 
dividual at the commencement of the present war against 
Centralism and oppression, by which he has so severely suf- 
fered-by the loss of all his property, a ¢incumstance that has 
dicited the sympathy of every patriotic citizen, and particu- 
larly the members of your committee. Your committee con- 
ceive it but justice, the fist item of said account, charged at 
$200 for actual losses sustained by our troops under the com- 
mand of Col. Moore, and for his services at the ferry at Gon- 
zales, a sufficient amount to compensate him for his ume and 
labors; the second, thid and fourth items you: conmuittee 
would ask further time for consideration. 

HENRY MILLARD, Chairman. 

The foregoing having been read, on motion of Mr. Barrett, 
was adopted. 
| Mr. Powe. introduced, Col. Gonzales, who came within the 
AL 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, Mr. Western was requested to 
«t as interpreter, through whom Col. Gonzales communica- 
tel his views, &c., after which, on motion of Mr. Hanks, it 
Was i 
“Resolved; thata committee of three, consisting of Messts. 
Barrett, Power, and Clements, be appointed to wait on Col. 
Gonzales, and to inform him of the general plan of this Go- 
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verament, with its minutias, and ascertain from him the course | 
he wishes to pursue. š 

Mr. Western; by request, communicated to -Col. Gonzales 
the purport of the resolution, who repked that he should be 
pleased to actend the committee. 

Mr. Barrett, from the Select Committee to whom was re. 
ferred the letterof Thomas F. MU Isinnvy, asking information, 
&c.. presented the following report: 


To the Honorable, the General Council of the 
Prowsional Government of Texas: 

Your Special Committee, to whom was referred the letter 
of Thomas F. M’Kinney to Judge Dinsmore, report,— 

That in common with their fellow-citizens of Texas, your 
committee have long known the efficient aid given by Mr 
MV? Kinney in the cause of our suffering country. 

All his acts, connected with objects of a public nature, 
have evinced an ardent patriotism and an unbending deter. 
mination, promptly aud generously to exert his means and 
his influence in the glorious struggle for Liberty and our 
constitutional right. ‘le 

The ready interposition of Mr. M’Kinney to save and keep 
up the credit of the country under various and trying circum- 
stances, his prompt assumption of heavy responsibilities, on 
apparent emergencies, presented to his own mind, or on re 
questof such temporary authorities as have exercised Govern- 
mental power, before the present organization by the people's 
representatives, are acts not to be forgetten by an hanest peo 
ple, nor will the authorities of this country neglect any thing 
within their means to give the necessary pledges for secunty, 
and by proper acts and ordinances guarantee all respons- 
bilities assamed im good faith, designed for the common m- 
terests of our citizens. Such encouragement, in times so un- 
settled, and fraught with dangers, requiring the ready ener 
gies of every member of the community, should, in the opin- 
ion of your committee, be proclaimed to the world. 

A general confidence in the integrity of a Government 
by its determination to regulate its every movement by an 
equal and exact justice, is always important to the tranquillity 
of any community, especially in an unsettled and revolu- 
tionary state, where so much, if not all, safety depends on 
the moral sense of the citizens, with these views, your col 
mittee respectfully advise the passing of an ordinance ap 
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oving the acts and advances of Thomas F. M’Kinney, for 
Teras, and appointing the said M’Kinney an Agent, &c., &c. 
D. C. BARRETT, Chairman. 
DANIEL PARKER, ? Commit 
: ' MARTIN PARMER, Oeste 
Councu-Hall, 29th November, 1835. 
The foregoing report having been read was unanimously 
adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Barfett, it was 
«Resolved, that a copy of the foregoimg report be forward- 
ed to Mr. M’Kinney.” à 
On motion the Council adjourned till 7 o'clock, p- m. 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjomnment, 
The Executive’s Secretary presented the following mes- 
sage from his Excellency the Goveynor: 


: Executive DEPARTMENT or Texas. 
To the Honorable, the President, and 
Members of the Legislative Councils 


GentLEMEN—I transmit to your body the following bills, 
which have received my approval and signature, viz: 

One appointing a Commissary to take charge of volun- 
teers, &e. : 

An ordinance ‘to purchase munitions of war, provisions, 
ams, &c. 

One for the purchase of provisions, &e., for the use of the 
amy. As wellas a supplemental. decree for the purpose 
therein named. 

T also transmit to your body a letter from Major B. F. 
Smith, which you may use as you may deem it properly merits. 

I also take, the opportunity to infurm your body that Mr. 
Gail Borden, jr., recently commissioned as Second Judge tor 
he Jurisdiction of Austin, has this day tendered his resig- 
nation, for reasons plausible and substantial, you will there- 
Dre proceed to fill the vacancy, as the First Jadge is absent. 

With sentiments, &c. &c. 


12 Your obedient servant, + 
HENRY SMITH, 
Governor. 
San Felipe, November 2Sth, 1835. 
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Mr. Ker presented the certificate of the election of Joh 
M'Mullen, John W. Bower and Lewis Ayres, as member n 
the Convention, from the Municipality of San Patricio, whid 
was ordered to-be filed among the papers of the Convention, 

The President Jaid, before the, Council a communication 
from George J. W. Thyer, tendering his services in the Nay 
of Texas. " 

@ninotion of Mr. Barrett, the sea vices of Mr. Thayer wp 
accepted. : 

Mr. Westover tendered the services of Win, EL Leving i 
the Navy of Texas, which was accepted, i 

The President tendered the services of Robert Potterin 
the Nayy of Tepas, which, ou mouon of Mr. Barrett, was 
accepted. 

Mr, Hanis tendered the services of Norman Heard in th 
Navy of Texas. which was also accepted. > 

Mr. Kerr, by leave, inuoduced in ardinance creating a 
Municipality olf of, and from the west side of the presen 
Municipality of Matagorda, which was read a first time and 
ardered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr, West, by leave, inuoduecd an ordinance and deere 
authorizing and requiring the Governor to appoint a commis 
sioner in the several municipalities, to administér oaths, &e, 
which waa read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Westover, the rule of the House was su 
pended and the ordinance read a second and third time, wher 
the question was taken on ite final passage and decided in 
the afirmative; xo the ordinance passed. 

Mr. Barrett, by leave, introduced an ordinance aud deere 
authorizing the Governor to graut registers to vessels, Ri 

which was read a first time. 

Ou motion of Mr. Varker, the rule of the House was suspen 
ded, and the ordinance read a second and third time, when 
the question was token on its final passage and decided in the 
afirmative: so the ordinanee passed, 

The Prosideutlaid hefore the Tous a conmmmnication tro 
S, Din more, on the subject of letters ot marque aud ropri<d. 
which was read and ordered to He on the table. 

Me. Barrett presented the account ofthe dom-keeper, whiel 
was referred to the Commitee on Finance, 

Op motion of Mr. Hauks, the Yone took mp the ondinaner 
and deeree supplemental to an ordnance and deeree tor su 
plying the present voluntecr army with provisiotia; ee which 
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va real a second time, and on motion of Mr. Harris, was 
dered to he on the table. 

Qu motion of Mr, Hanks, the House took up an ordinance 
prescribing the manner in which volunteers shall report thein- 
piyes, Ees which was read a second time, and on motion of 
ie. Barrett, was mdefinitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. iarri, the proceedings of the public 
necting of the citizens of Mobile, were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, 

Ou motion of Me. Hanks, the letter of Benj. F. Smith, was 
ebred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, the Council went into secret ses- 
don. and after some ti ne spentihereiu the doors were opened. 

My, Barrett reported as duly eurolled, an ordinance and 
ever authorizing the Governor to grant registers to vessels, 
je mdan ordinance and deeree authorizing and requiring 
je Gaverhog to appoint a commistoner Laie several Muni- 
ipalities to adtniaisier oaths, &e. 

On motion of Mr. Kerr, Mi. Westover was requested to call 
athe delevates elected to the Convention from “an Patricio, 
ad reqnest them to select one of them marnher to represent 
hut Municipality in this Council. 

On motion the Couneil a Houmea GU 9 o'clock, to-mortaw 
morning. 


Vouncustlany, Say Faure pe AUSTIN, } 
December Ist, 1535. 


NINE CLOCK, A. M: 


The Connetl met pursn mi te adjournment, 
The journal of yesterday's proceedings baving heen read, 
Me Millard from the Select Committee to whom was Te- 
ral the report of William Pettus, aud George M. Patrick, 
uspouting the aray, reported an ordinance and degree tor 
amiying the army of the people wow in the field before $e- 
ar with money and for other purposes, which was read a 
st time, and on motion of My. Marris, the rule of the House 
Sas suspended and the ordinance was read a secouid tine. 

On motion of Mr. Parmer, the ordinance was amended by 
iding to the repealing clause the following words, “and 
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that the said Thomas Gay, be directed to return to the Treasy. 
rer the money he may have received by virtue of the ordi.’ 
nance, which is so repealed,” when on motion of Mr. Clep-] 
ents the rule was suspended and the ordinance read a third | 
time, when the question was taken on its final passage and { 
decided in the affirmative: so the ordinance passed, 
Mr. Westover reported verbally, that he had waited on the | 
members of the Convention from San Patricio, and that they | 
had made choice of Lewis Ayres. E 
The President laid before the Council the resignation of} 
Mr. Grimes, as a member from the Municipality of Washjne.| 
ton, Which was accepted. oe 
Mr. Ayres, member elect from the Municipality of San Pa. 3 
tricio, was sworn and took his seat. 
Mr. Hoxie, member elect from Washington, was sworn and} 
took his seat. 
On motion of Mr. Parker, the report of D. B. Friar, super- 
intendant of rangers, appointed by a former Council, was re-] 
ceived and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. Barrett presented the following resolution, which was] 
unanimously adopted. | 
“« Whereas, the 1epo:t of Adjutant Westover, of his ca E 
ture of Le Ponticlan ucar San Patricio, and defeat of ee, 
of the cnemy near double bis number, evincing a skill and! 
courage in the commander, and bravery of his men, well 
worthy of emulation, has ftom the press of business been 
omitted, not from any unwillingness of this Council or any of 
ite members, to award the praise of meritorious acts to their 
actors. 
- Therefore be it resolved, That the thanks of the General 
Council be given to Adjutant Westover and the brave men of 
his command, for their patriotism and heroie conduct in the 
reducing Le Panticlan, and the succeeding battle on the Rio 
Nueces, and complete victory ove: an enemy of 75 men with 
but 40 Texians under a most disadvantageous position; and 
that a copy of the above resolution signed by ihe President 
and Secretary, aud presented to Adjutant Westover, with 
request that he make the same known to the men of his com 
mand, 
On motion of Mr. Parmer Mr. Hoxie was appointed to the 
Standing Committee on Land and Indian Affairs. 
On motion of Mr. Millard, Mr. Ayres was appointed to the 


Standing Committee on Finance. 
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Mr, Barrett submitted a letter from Major. Williamson, of 
fe Rangers, on the subject of Indian depredations, which, on 
ration of Mr. Barrett, together with all the documents and 

mers Telating-to the Rangers, now in the hands of thé Mili- 

Committee, were referred to the Committee on Land and 
hdian Affairs. 

Mr. Millard, by leave, introduced an ordinance and decree 
orthe relief of L. Smithers, which was read a first time. 

Qn motion of My. Millard, the ordinance was read a second 
ime, the rule of the House having been suspended. 

Mr. Millard offered the following amendment, which was 
alopted as an additional section. - 

«Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That the Trea- 
arer be required to pay to Thomas J. Shaw, forty dollars, 
oH. H. Lockridge, the sum of thirty five dollars, to James 
D. Elliott, the sum of thirty dollars, taking duplicate receipts 
md depositing one in the Executive office, from the above 
„med persóns individually, for the above sums so paid out, 
ie same being for monies paid out by the above individuals 
shen sick on the road while in the service of Texas, and pro- 
ied for by an order of the Convention not yet carried into 
bet.” : 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule of the House was further 
sspended and tho ordinance read athird time, when the ques- 
ton was taken on its final passage and decided in the affirma- 
ive: so,the ordinance passed. 

On motion of Mr. Millard, the title of the ordinance was 
cnended so as to read “an ordinance and decree for the relief 
t L. Smithers and others.” 

Mr. Parker, by leave, introduced an ordinance providing 
it the election of members to the Convention to meet the first 
i March, 1886, anp requesting the people of Texas to vote 
athe subjects therein named, which was read a first time 
nl ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Parmer, by leave, introduced an ordinance and deeree 
mating a bounty in land to certain volunteers in the army 
Xihe people of Texas, which was read a first time: and or- 
kred to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Barnett presented the account of Peter Martin, which 
vas teferred-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion, the Council adjourned to seven o’clock p. m. 

‘SEVEN O'CLOCK, Pe M. 
The Council met pursuant to adjqurinment. 
H 


on 
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The President laid before the Council a letter from B, p 
Goodrich, requesting the appointment of Surgeon to the cory 
of Rangers, which was referred to the Committee on Milita. 
ry Affairs. ` ` 

Mr. Hoxie submitted a *letier from Wilson Wiliams, ten- 
dering the services of Dr. Estis, as Surgeon in the Army of 
Texas, which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. . 

Mr. Barrett, by leave, submitted the report of the Commis- 
sioners appointed by the Convention, under the 14th sectien 
of the organic law, for the department of Brazos, which was 
accompanied by copies of correspondence between the Con. 
missioners’ and My. Steel, Commissioner of the Nashville 
Colony, in which he refuses to conform to the provisions of 
said law, all of which were read, and on motion of Mr. Bar. 
rett, referred toa select committee of three. 

Messrs. Barrett, Barnet. nd Hanks, were appointed thet 
eommiuttee. 

Mr. Harris laid before the Council an application from $. 
Dinsmore, jr., fora commission with letters of marque and 
reprisal, which, on metion of Mr. Harris, was granted. 

The President submitted the following message from his 
Excellency the Governor. 


Executive DEPARTMENT or Texas. 

To the Honorable the President, and ` 

Members of the Legistitie Council: 
Gryrtemen—Enclosed I transmit to you the application 
oi Col. Potter, which will speak for itself Your body will 
mske.such disposition of it as circumstances and your better 
juacnient shall direct, 
With sentiments &e., &e., 
Your obedient servant, 

HENRY SMITH, 


. ` Governor. 


December, Ist, 1525. 
On motion of Mi. Parker, the application of Col, Potter, ta 
a Comamission with letters of marque and reprisal, was grar 
ted. co 
Mr. Harris presented the following resolution, which wes 
adopted. ' 
~Hasolved, That the Council go into an election on Mor 
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Jaynest, iot the Company Officers of one Battalion of Artil- 
ev of the Regular Army of Texas.” 

Mr. Barrett from the commutee appointed to wait en Colo». 
a Gonzales, and communicate to him the principles of the 
pevisional Government, reported verbally, that they had dis- 
sored that duty, and that Colonel Gonzales offered his ser- 
wes in the same manner as other volunteers in the army of 
he people, and recommend that five hundred dollarsbe paid 
Colonel Gonzales to assist him and his men in going to the 
wey ofthe people. ` a ee 

On motion of Mr. Kerr, the report was adopted. . 

The Executive’s Secretary presented the following message 
wm his Excellency, the Governor: 2 

Executive DEPARTMENT oF TEXAS. 
tthe Honorable, the President, and be Gos 3 : 
Members of the Legislative Cowyeil : 

GentLENEN—I herewith transmit for your information, 
aeligence just received from our army at head quarters, 
vat Bexar. The truly gratifying intelligence from our brave 
uttiotic citizen soldiers, comporis well with their true char- 
zier, and deserves from us the.highest praise and,contmen- 
ition, both as officers ahd men, who were engaged in the 
‘equal contest. T would therefore recommend to your Hon- 
mble body the propriety of tendering to the worthy heroes, 
agaged in the late action, a vote of. thanks and commenda~ 
‘on for their laudable and meritorious conduct on that occa- 
so and also to the whole army for their indefatigable perse- 
xance, in which you will please join the heartfelt gratitude 
‘your Executive, and encourage t-e heroic band never to 
sase their prudent operations, so long ag the footsteps of a 
Yexican soldier is to be found on the plains of Texas. » 

Talso transmit to you a. communication from Major R. M, 
Viliamson, ofthe corps of Rangers, which will shaw for itself. 
lhave only to say, that I have since understood that the indi- 
duals therein named, have concluded to accept; of this mat- 
you will be thejudges. It is all important that the corps 
would he forthwith in service. ; 

With sentiments, &e., &ca ; : 
Your obedient servant 

HENRY SMITH, 
Goveinor. 
December 1st, 1835. 


88 


On motion of Mr. Parker, the Council proceeded to electa 
First Lieutenant of Rangers, to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the non-acceptance of L. Smithers, as notified in Majo 
Williamson’s letter. . 

On motion of Mr. Hanks, the Council went into the ele. 
tion with closed doors, after some time spent in’secret session 
the doors were opened and the proceedings directed to b 
recorded on the public journals, and were as follows : 

Stephen Townsend and George M. Petty were nominated 
for First Lieutenant of Rangers. 

When the ballots were counted there were for 

Stephen Townsend, ~ - - 6 votes, 
George M. Petty, - = = 6 s 

A quorum of the Council not having voted, Mr. Barret 
moved aʻcall of the House, which was had, when Messrs, 
Wharton, Clements, Hoxie, Parmer and Padilla not answer 
ing to their names, the door keeper was ordered to bring then 
ims ot 
A quorum having been formed, the House proceeded to 
ballot again, when.there were for - 


George M. Petty, - > - 8 votes, 
| Stephen Townsend, -- =o 5 {i 
Whereupon George M. Petty was duly elected First Lien- 
tenant of Rangers. 


On motion of Mr. Barnett, the House proceeded toelecta 
second Judge for the Municipality of Austin. 

The rule of voting by ballot was suspended, and the elet- 
tion made ‘‘ viva voce.” 

H. C. Hudson was then elected second Judge for the Muni- 
cipality of Austin. 

The President stated to the Council that he had paid over 
tothe Treasurer the one hundred dollars presented by John 
Hutchins, of Natchez, Mississippi, and taken the Treasurer's 
receipt, which was ordered to be deposited in the Executive 
Office. 

Mr. Millard from the Committee on Enrollments, presented 
as duly enrolled an ordinance and decree for supplying the 
army of the people now in the field before Bexar, with money. 
and for other purposes: also an ordinance and decree for th 
relief of Launcelot Smithers and others, 

General Burleson’s report of the action near Bexar, on the 
26th November, transmitted by the Governor, having heen 
read, 
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Mr, Barrett presented the following resolution, which was 
wnenimously adopted. - 

«Resolved, that this House congratulate their fellow-citi- 
pnsof Texas upon the glorious result of the battle fought 
xar Bexar, on the 26th day of November last, between the 
jlunteer army of the People and the troops of Santa Anna, 


nr of the enemy, thereby evincing the superior bravery and 
iourage of the heroic sons of Texas, and their brethren from 
he United States of the North, and that the thanks and con- 
ratulations of the General-Council, and the Governof of the 
Povisional Government, by his-request, be given to General 
fiward Burleson, and the brave officers and men under his 
ommand, engaged in that brilliant affair, with assurances 
tat the Provisional Government of Texas deeply feel the 
yat obligations of the Country to the patriotism and perse- 
rance of the people’s.army, and that no means will be omit- 
to aid, comfort, and assist them in the accomplishment of 
te important enterprize against Bexar, in the success of 
thich the interests and safety of our country are so deeply 
wolved.” . 

Acopy of the foregoing was ordered to bé signed by the 
President and Secretary, and forwarded to the army. 

The House took up the ordinance and decree supplementa- 
yto an ordinance and decree for supplying the present vol- 
Meet army with provisions, &c., which after some discussion 
was again laid on the table. g 
Mr. os presented the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Bo it Resolved, that the name ofthe Municipality of Bevil be, 
ad itis hereby altered and changed to that of the Municipality 
i Jasper, and that the public business and proceedings of 
: apically be in the name and style of Jasper instead 

evil.” 

Mr. Barrett, from the Committee on State Affairs and Ju- 
lary, reported an ordinance and decree altering and chang- 
the manner in which drafts shall Be drawn on the Treas- 
ry, &c which was read the first time and ordered to a se- 
ad reading to-mgrrow. Ses 

On motion, the Council adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow 
mmg. . 7 
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Councis HALL, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
Deccmber 2, 1835. : 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


t 


The Council met pursuant te adjournment. . 

The journals of yesterday’s proceeding having been read, 

The Executive’s Secretary presented, approved by the 
Governor an ordinance and decree for supplying the army 
of the People with money, and for other purposes. 

The President laid before the Council the certificate of the 
election of Thomas G. Western, and others, as delegates to 
the Convention, which was ordered to be filed among the 
Convention papers. , 

Mr. Barrett, from the Select Committee to whom was re- 
ferred the report of the Commissidners for the Department 
of Brazos, under the fourteenth section of the organic law, 
&c., presented the following report: 


To the Honorable, the Geneval-Council 
of the Provisional Government: ` 

Your Committee to whom was referred the report of the 
Commissioners appointed for securing the papers -and docu- 
ments of the several Land-offices, of-the Department of 
Brazos, agreeably to the 14th section of the Provisional Go- 
vernment of Texas, passed by the Consultation of the chosen 
Delegates of all Texas, in General Convention assembled, on | 
the 13th day of November, 1835, repoit,— 

That they have duly considered the conduct of Wm. H. 
Steel, the Commissioner of the Colony of the ‘Nashville Com- 
pany, in refusing to recognize the authority of the Commis- 
sioners, &c., and condemning the proceedings and orders 
of the Delegates of the People of Texas, assembled in Gener- - 
al Convention, and in refusing to obey, and treating with 
contempt the mandates of the Provisional Government, or- 
ganized by the People’s Representatives, and are unanimous 
in advising that the General-Council should take prompt aud, 
efficient means to enforce obedience to_ the laws of the coun- 
try. Tothis end your Committee advise the adoption of the 
following ordinance: 


$) 
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On motion of Mr. Harris the foregoing report was adopted. 

The ordinance accompanying the report entitled “an ordi-' 
nance and decree makingit the duty of the Governor to issue 
a special commission and warrant, in the case of Wm. H. 
Steel, &c., was read a first time, and, on motion of Mr. Har- 
ris, the rule of the House was suspended, and the ordinance 
read a second and third time, when the , question was teken’ 
on its final passage and decided in the affirmative: so thé or- 
dinance passed. v’ 

On motion of Mr, Barrett, it was : 

“ Resolved, that as A. G, Perry has abandoned his seat in 
this Council, from the Municipality of Viesca, that itbe de- 
clared vacant, and that Alexander Thompson be appointed 
to fill the vacancy, and the Governor be notified of his ap- 
pointment. ar 

Mr. Kerr, by leave, presented a resolution on the subject of 
ous Bexar, which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. i T 

Mr, Hanks presented the following resolutions, which, on 
motion of Mr. Ayres, was adopted: 

“Resolved, that all ordinances, decrees, and public resolu- 
tions already passed by the General-Council or heretifter to 
be passed, shall be numbered, commencing with number one, 
and so rising in number without limit. a 

“ Resolved that it shall be the“duty ofthe Secretary of the 
General-Council to examine and so number thé several ordi- 
nances, decrees and public resolutions, already passed, and 
register them, together with their several titles agreeably to the 
date of their passage. 

“ Resolved, that the, ordidances and decrees shall be regis- 
tered in one class, and the public resolutions be numbered 
inthe second class, and that the same be reported to the 
Council.” 

On motion of Mr. Kerr, the House took up the ordinance 
and decree creating a’new Municipalty off of, and from the 
west side of the Municipality of Matagorda, to be called the 
Municipality of Jackson, which was read‘a second time. < 
` On motion of Mr. Wharton; the rule-of the House was sus- 
pended, and the ordinance read a third time, when the ques- 
tion was taken on its final passage, and, decided in the -affir- 
mative: so the ordinance passed. 

Mr. Wharton submittted a communication from Wm. H. 
Wharton to B. T. Archer, President of the late Convention; 
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declining the appointment of Commissioner to the United 
States, &e., which was read and ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. Millard, from the Committee on Enrollments, reported, 
as duly enrolled, a resolution changing the name of the Mu- 
nicipality of Bevil to Jasper. 

The President submitted a communication: from G. A. 
Nixon, chairman ofthe Committee of Safety of Nacogdoches, 
onthe subject of the funds advanced for expresses, &c., which 
was read. i 

Mr. Parker presented the following resolution which was 
adopted : 2. y 

“ Resolved, that there be twenty-five dollars appropriatéd 
to Stephen M’Laughlin, for the purpose of defraying his ex- 
penses, on his return from bearing an express from Nacogdo- 
ches to the army now in the field.” 

On motion of Mr, Barrett, the House took up the ordinance 
and decree altering and changing the mannner of draw- 
ing drafts on the Treasurer, which was read a second time, 
and, op motion of Mr. Bariett the rule of the House was 
suspended, and the ordinance read a third time, when the 
question was taken on its final passage and decided in the 
affirmative: so thé ordinance passed. 

Qn motion of Mr. Barrett, Mr. Barnett was appointed to 
the Standing Committee on Enrollments. 

Mr. Parker.presented the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

* Resolved, that the order adopted by this House, confining 
the adjournments to cerfain hours therein named, be, and is 
hereby revoked, and that this House adjourn from time to 
time to such hours as this Council may see proper.” 

The Executive’s Secretary presented, approved by the Go- 
vernor, the following ordinances, viz: 

An ordinance and decree for the relief of L. Smithers, aud 
others. 

An ordinance and decree authorizing and requiring the 
Governor to appoint a Commissioner in the several Muntci- 
palities to administer oaths, &c. 

An ordinance and decree authorizing the Governor to grant 
registers to vessels, &c. 


On motion, the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock, p. m. 


‘ $ THREE O'CLOCK, “P, M. 
The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
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Mr. Westover presented the petition of Bartolome Pajes, 
asking compensation for horses pressed into service, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Padilla presented a communication in Spanish on the 
subject of the Military movements of the Central Government 
against Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Powers, Mr. M’Multen was requested to 
translate and furnish this House with a copy of the communi- 
cation. 

On motion the Council adjourned till nine o’clock to-mor- 
row morning. 


Councit-Haui, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
i December 3d, 1835. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 
The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 


The journal of yesterday’s proceedings having been read, 

Mr. Millard, from the Committee on Enrollments, presented, 
as duly enrolled, an ordinance and deciée altering and chang- 
ing the manner of drawing drafts on the Treasurer. 

An ordinance and decree making it the duty of the Govern- 
or toissue a special commission and warrant in the case of 
Wm. H. Steel, &c. : 

An ordinance creating a new Municipality off of, and from 
the west side of the present Municipality of Matagorda to be 
called the Municipality of Jackson. 

The Executive’s Secretary presented, approved by the 
Governor a resolution changing the name of the Municipality 
of Bevil to Jasper. 

The Piesident laid before the Council the resignation of 
Martin Parmer, as a member of the Council from Fenehaw, 
which was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Barrett presented the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

“ Resolved, that the Chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance is required to draw an order on the Treasurer in favor 
of Col. Jose Maria Gonzales for five hundred dollars, agreeably. 
to the report of a Select Committee upon that subject made 
and adopted the first day of December, inst. 

Mr. Millard frem the Committee on Finance asked and 
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obtained leare to report on the subject af the, report of DB 
Friar, Superintendani ofthe Rangers, as follows: 

Your Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the ye. 
portof D. B. Friar, Superintendant of the Rangers, &¢., a. 
companied with an account and dratt on the Treasurer, her 
leave to report,—— j 

That they are unable to determine what course to recom 
mend tothis Council toadopt on this subject, for want of proper 
vouchers and information, and beg to be discharged from an 
further action on the subject. 

HENRY MILLARD, Chainman. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, the foregoing report was ae 
cepted. ; 

On motion of Mi. Barnett, the repatof D. B. Friar wy 
referred to the Committee on Military Aftarrs. 

A trauslation of the communication’ submitted yesterday, 
by Mr. Padilla tvas read and 1efeired to the Committee m 
State Affans and Judiciary. 

Mr. Power stated to the House that Col. Sandoval, prison 
erof war wished for peuaission to join Cul, Gonzales, and pro- 
ceed to the camp betore, Besar. . 

On motion of Mr. Ayres, the request of Mr. Sandoval was 
referred to the Committee on Milttery Affairs. 

The President laid before the Council the following mes 
sage, from the’Governor : 7 . 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT or TrExas. 
Fo the Honorable, the President, and ! , ' 
Members of the Legislative Council: 

GextioMex—I herewith transmit for your consideration 
and inspeetion, such communications as’ have’ come tomy 
hands, as the Executive. i 

The one from Gonzales will claim your immediate and 
prompt attention, as the bearer will probably leave in the 
morning. The nature of the commu sication and the requisite 
attention should be prompt. , 


With sentiments, &e. &e! 
’ Your obedient seyvant, 
- HENRY SMITH, 
Governor 
fan Felipe, November ath, 1835. 
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P. S. Capt. Blair, with his company, has tendered his ser- 
vices, which has been received, with an enrollmentof his com- 
pays and will be disposed of in a proper manner. 

A communication from Mr. Caldwell sub-comtnissary at 
Gonzales referred to in the message of the Governor, was 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, together with 
he report of Gearge M. Patrick and Wm. Pettus, on the situ- 
on of the Volunteer army. 

Th President laid before the Council a communication 
iom the Committee of Safety for the Municipality of Liberty, 
respecting volunteers, &c., which was read and ordered to 
ie fled in the Secretary’s office. 

The President submitted a communication from James 
Butler Bonham, tendering his services in the present strug- 
deof Texas, &c. 

“Qn motion of Mr. Clements. the services of Mr. Bonham 
vere thankfully accepted. : 

The President laid before the Council a communication 
fom the Committee of Safety of Nacogdoches, recommending 
hat the Commissioners of land-offices continue to issue titles 
fr lands su: veyed previous to November 1st., which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Millard, was referred to the Committee on State 
Affairs. 

Mr. Harris, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, present- 
ed the following report, — 

The Committee on Naval Affairs to whom was referred the 
apy of aletter of Thomas Tohy & Co., to MKinney & Wil- 
ims, dated New Orleans, 20th November, 1835, have had the 
ame under consideration and respectfully report,— 

That every citizen of Texas who has the welfare of his 
wopted country at heart, must feel the greatest emotions in 
wntemplating upon the prospects we bave of receiving’ 
hough the exertions of Mr. Willians; a large sum of money 
tom New York, and that we may expect also a brig of 12 
was and a schooner of 6 guns, with some three or fou thou- 
‘md stands of arms to aid us in our struggle for consitutional | 
laberty. a: . 

Your Committe would therefore 1ecommend that the Pro- 
sional Government of Texas purchase or cause tobe purcha- 
ed the said vessels, together with the arms, provided said 
essels are of a class that will come within the purview o1 
waning of an ordinance and decree creating a Navy. ; 
And, futher, your Committee have liad the letter of Benj. 
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“EX Smith, to the Executive, praying for a commission With 
letters of marque and reprisal, under consideration and yoy 
committec see no good reason why a blank commission wf, 
letter of marque and reprisal should not he granted to te! 
said Benjamin F. Smith, and therefore recommend it, 

7 WM. P. HARRIS, Chairman, 
On motion of Mr. Barrett, the foregoing report was adopt 
ed and the Committee instructed to report an ordinance fy 
purchasing said vessels, &c. 
Mr. Millard, from the Committee on Finance, presente 
the following report,— 
Your Committee on Finance, to whom was referred sund 
accounts, have had the same under consideration and be 
leave to report, — ' ; 
That the account of J. E. Watkins, tor stove pipes, ke, 
they find conect, amounting to $15 87 1-2 cents; also th 
account of A. Blair, sergeant-at-arms, for the balance dy 
him up to te the first December, for services rendered th 
Convention and Council, and for sundry sums paid by hix 
for wood, candles, &c., for the use of this Council, amount: 
to $29, also that Mr. Powell, Chief Clerk, pro tem, to the Sty 
and Judiciary, and Finance Committees, account for si 
days service, amounting to $30, be allowed. 
` HENRY MILLARD, Chauman 
Gn motion of Mr. Barrett, the foregoing report wo 
adopted. | 
On motion of Mr. Parker, the House took up the ord.nan 
and decree providing tor the election of members to the Cot 
vention 10 meet the first day of March, 1886, and requests, 
the people of Texas to vote on the subjects therein namu 
which, after some discussion, on motion of Mr. Hanks, wa 
referred to the Committee on State Affairs and the Judician, 
The House took up the ordinance and decree granting! 
bounty in land to certain volunteers in the arnry of the Peoje 
of Texas, which was read the second time, and, on moti, 
Mr. Millard, ordered to lie on the table until to-morrow. 
Mr. Barrett, from the Committee on State and Judiciary 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the following reporte 


To the Honorable, the General Council of the 
Provisional Government of Texas: 
Your Committee on State Affairs, &c., to whom was refr 
red that part of the Governor's message relating to the Pot 
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fie i ei report as follows, for the consideration of 
is body: 
That ia ingthe month of October last a Special Council of 
Texas, then sitting, commenced a partial organization of the 
post-office Department, and appointed Jobn R. Jones, Esq., 
Postmaster General, pro tem.. The qualifications of this 
gentleman for this high trust are spoken of in the late mes- 
sage of the Governor, m strong terms of commendation, to 
vich your committee most heartily respond. Your commit- 
ee, after a free interchange of opinions and several confer- 
ences with Mr. Jones, recommend the following plan for your 
consideration as giving an elementary outline, which may ` 
iereafter lead to a perfect system, in this complicated and 
nteresting department ofour government. With these views 
wurcommittee beg leave to present an-ordinance and detree 
geating a General Post-oflice Department. ` 
A 5 + 

, J. A. PADILLA, ? Committee. 
On motion of Mr. Harris, the foregoing report was adopted, 
md the ordinance and decree was read a first time, and or- 
lered to a second reading to-moriow. 

Mr. Hoxey presented the account of Robert Stevenson, 
vith vouchers for advances to volunteers, which was referred 
nthe Committee on Finance, ~ 
The President laid before the Council a communication 
ton Lieut. Francis B. Wright to Messrs. Austin and Houston 
nthe subject of fitting out vessels of war, &c., which was 
ad and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Hanks presented the account of James S. Holman, 
üradvances to volunteers, which was referred to the Commit 
vem Finance. 

Qu motion, the Council adjourned till 8 o'clock, p. m. 


THRER O'CLOCK, P. Me 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

Qu motion of Mr. Millard, the House went into considera- 
wmof the ordinance and decree to raise a loan to defray the 
‘penses of the Provisional Government, which was read a 
eond time. : D 
On motion of Mr. Hoxoy, the words “to defray the expen- 
s" in the title and iu the first section, were stricken, out, 
nl the words “for the use of” inserted. 

I 
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Serenata, 
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On motion of Mr. Barrett, the ordinance was laid ong, 
table, and copies of it ordered to be furnished to each stm 
ing committee, except the Committee on Enrollments, x 

On motion of Mr. Millard, the House took up the Sant 
nance appointing an Enrolling Clerk to the General-Coung: 
and prescribing his duties, and for other purposes, wit 
was read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Barrett ws 
idefinitely postpdned. 

On motion of Mr., Battrett, it was 

“Resolved, that a supernumerary Clerk be eppointed, wh 
shall act under the direction of the Seeretery of this bod, 

Mr. Parker, by leave of the House, introduced an ord, 
nance and decree regulating the Treasury and directis 
the course to be pursued with the accouats thercon, which ws 
rend a first time and ordered to a second reading to-morrey, 

Gn motion of Mr. Barrett, the Council went into sem, 
session, and after some time spent therein, the doors we 
opened, when so much of the proceedings im sceret sesde 
as relates to election of officers was ordered to be enterede: 
the public journals, and is as follows: 

Mr. Hanks moved that the Conpeil proceed to elect a w 
pernumerary Clerk, which was agreed to, 

On motion of Mr, Hanks, the election was directed to } 
made viva voce. i . 

Mr. Hanks nominated E. W., Cullen. 

Mr. Clements nominated Wr. S. Fisher, when, on met 
of Mr. Ayres, Mr. Fisher was elected. 

On motion the Council adjourned dll 9 o'clock, tomar 
morning. 


aa 


Councrp-[Lant, Ban Foimn pu AUSTIN, } 
December 4th, 1-35. 


NINE O'CLOCK, Ar M 


Whe Ĉonucil met pursuant to adjeurnmetd. 
The journal of yesterday’s proceedings having been tea. 
Mp, Tanks, trom the Committee on Military Ailiirsy 
sented the following reporty== | 
The Committee to whom: was referred the accounts of! 
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priar the contractor to, supply the Rangers from the Brazos 
ad Colorado Rivers, ask leave to report,— 

That bẹ the-laws of the permanent Council establishing the 
gid Rangers., The pay of the Ranger was'fixed at $i 25 
ot day, and that the articles and provisions furnished by 
qid contractor, independently of their not being enumerated 
gevifitally in the bills presented, are exorbitant in their 
charge, and inadmissable, your-comniittes are of opinion that 
x certain per diem allowance, in theoway of rations, to be 
certain and fixed, should be allowed by this Cound], asa full 
siisfaction of all expenditures made on their account in 
xidition to the per diem allowance of $1'25 granted and fx- 
ed by the permanent Council, Your Committee decm it in- 
dispensable that the muster roll of each company af Rangers 
ould be made out and properly attested and transmitted or 
nesented to the Committee before a liquidation or settle- 
nato? their pay can properly be made. ; l 

l ~ WYATT HANKS, Chairman 

Ün motion of Mr. Power, the foregoing report was adopted. 

Mr. Millard, from. the Committee on Finance, presented 
the followliig report: F ; : 

The Committee oh Finance to wham was referred the ac- 
amg of Baker'§ Borden, for printing certain hand-bills and 
dhnks,: have examined the same and recommend payment 
F the amount ‘which is $593 75., =- 

HENRY MILLARD, Chaimam 

On motion of Mr, Ayres, the forcgaing' reportywas adopted, 
Mr. Millard, from the same Committee, presented the fol- 
Ming reporty— i . j 

The Committee on Fihaned, to whot was referred the pe- 
‘dan of Bartolome Pajes, tor compensation: tar horses and 
nding aningals pressed in the “public service at Goliad, beg 
Meta reporty o o ta o’ i 

That they recommend that the petitioner sheuld bo lowed 
l7 per head for each of fifty-one horses and riding animals, 
mt being the price at Which they were talued by commis- 
avers appointed by P, Dimit, cammandant at Goliad, 
unting in the whole to $867. vee 

: ‘ ‘HENRY MILLARD, Chairman, 
Qa notion pt Mr. Wharton, the firegoing report was 
mended by adding at the end the words “without prejudice 
ahis tlaim for remmneration, when, on motion of Mr. Hanks, 
te report was adopted, 


è 


3 


s 


‘Office in Texas, yielded a prompt and honorabili acque 
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Mr. Barrett, from the Committee on State Ailzirg and Jud 
ciary, presented the following report: ; 


wf i 

To the Honorable, the General Couneil of the» ° 
“Provisional Gercrimnent ep Fooss» ' 
, Your Committee of State, &e., ta whom was yclenad y, 
letter, &e., of the Committeé of Safety of Nacogaduehes, y : 

the subjeet of Land Offices, &en report, ° 
_ „That the Committed of Safety of “Nacogdaches, wie 
making the communication te this House, were evidently uh 
informed of the’ proceedings of thé Consultation upon t 
subject of Land, and Land Offices: The resolution of 
Council, which existed before the tnecting of the Consiltetis, 
passed; October’ 27th, is Wholly inoperative in its requie 
inents, and forms’ n6* basis for the action ot the Provisie 
Government; and whutéver evils may arise, or heuctits rose! 
tò Fesas, from the méasure of suspending all proceedis, 
as regards Land Titles, neither censure nor credit can | 

given to that Council: >? taken 
~ By the 14th artitle of the organic law of the Provisten: 
Government, all Officers and ‘all “persoiis concerned ‘intl 
location of lands, are ordered forthwith to cease their opin 
tions,” aid Commissioners arè appointed; for the rese 
expressed, to take charge’of “all the archives,” belengiur 
the different Land Offices, and déposité thein, &e. 7 
This article is mandatory, and has no ‘mitigating povis, 
whatever. Ifany article or part of the organic law, pasu 
by the Constrtation, by “which the present Govervinent wa 
created, and which atone gives authority to its nets, are 
garded as obligatory, and to govern Its proceedings Th 
provisions’of‘no article can be disubeveds un attempt to an 
any part, would he to deny, the power that gave existence! 
the Provisional Government; consequently, no powers eve 
in this case, but to execute the command of the’ Consukate 
‘ Already fms the Commissioner ofthe first established Lar 


Way 
ie 


+ 
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‘ecnce to the mandates of the people's Representatives 4 
fefractory Commissioner of the Nashville Colony, will be pm 
ceeded against forthwith, and obedience enforced, and th 
Officer puuished ‘for his contumely andedisatlection to th 
Government of the People. Under such circumstances, t 
integrity and dignity’ of the Government ‘would ‘be sete 
nought, and brought into contenipt, with the eitizeus, as al: 
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jiigneither security to their property, or protection to their 
versons, if it failed in moral energy and physical powerto effect 
the objects for which it was called into existence. Tne alter- 
müve is therefore obvious, that the Organic Law must be 
eforced, and all ordinances and degrees of the Provisional 
Government, must be respected and obeyed. 

The execution of thé 14th article, &c., in the present case, 
must precede any power of action in the matter on the part 
af the General Councik but asthe act itself, purports only 
he security of the public records and. a guarantee of equal 
wiileges, to those im. their coyntry’s service, with such citi- 
zens aS remain at home, nọ preexisting rights are, or can be 
fected; and there can be no doubt as to the powers of the 
Provisional Government to provide for the completing all 
incipient titles, in such a manner as to meet the objects of the 
Consultation, in the said 14th article. Expediency and the 
‘terest of Texas, must determine the course of the Council 
in this, as well asin all other of its actions. 

Your Committee, believing that the good citizens of the Na- 
oadoches Department, in view of all these facts and neces- 
sties, Will readily concur in and give aid to the full execution 
ofthe mandates of their own Representatives in solemn Con- 
vention assembled, can sive no ether vpinion than that which 
daty requires of the existing authorities of the, people, and 
amot but hope, that all who are contemplated in the pro- 
sions of thé 14th article, as before mentioned will submit 
ml yield obedience, especially when convinced that resis- 
ue will not only be vain, but subject .chem to heavy pen- 
AES & ` i 

Your Committee advise a’ copy of this report, signed by 
i President and Secretary of the General Council, be for- 
warded to, the Comunittee af safety of Nacogdoches. 

; l i R a BARRETT, Chairman, 
1 DANIEL PARKER, . 
" | J. AvPADILLA. i Committee, 

Où wznotioh of Mr. Millard, the ‘foregoing report was 
alo ted: * 7 ; è 
Mr Barrett from the Committee on State Affairs and Judi- 
nary, to whom was referred, “an ordinancé.and decree for 
uling a Convention, &c¢.;” presented the following report: 

“By the laws of creatign and nature, all men are free and 
wak of these natural rights no man can be, forcibly de- 
itved, on the principles of immutable justice. A desire for 
1* 
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domination and power in man, over his fellow men, subjects the 
weak and unambitious, to the machinations of the more gy}. 
tle and strong. To ayoid such évils, social compacts or gov. 
ernments are forme, for mutual and individual protection, to 
thisend, each member of a community surrenders certain of 
his natural riglits for common security.’ Thus, of necessity 
all the legitimate powers of any government arc immediate. 
ly derived from the governed. ‘The people are sovereign; an 
all the Officers designated for the execution of this-civil cóm. 
pact,’are agents, and actountable for, their Edelity; when such 
agents assumé the character of principles cr dictators, aig 
attempt of their"own will to subvert the form and true prine 
ples of the governmental eompact, and substitute another, 
without the consent of the parties; whose agents they are, 
résistance from the people, is necessary and a virtue; in thi 
situatién are the citizens of Texas, end a considerable por 
tion of the Mexican Républic.of which Texas is a party re. 
sistarce is thércfbre a duty. The protection of our liberti¢ 
our naturaland reseived rights make itso. Arms are the te 
sort,-and in armè the, people will find their only security 
from the oppréssidn of ambitions tyrants, whose chains ar 
forged to manacle our citizens, and subdue theni to their wil. 
Courage and bravery in resistance, and prudence in Countll 
will restore.to us the ndtural sovereignty of afl governthens 
-Our cival compitct or constitution is destroyed , and ‘anothe, 
must be formed to guarantee the purposes and: ends of pits 
ical association. A‘ provisional or temporary Goyernmen: 
however wisely formed, or prudently admihistered, is < 
best uncertain ;and insecure. © Permanencey ‘and streng 
should be the basis of all Governments. With these views 
your Committee submit the accompanying ordinguce. for cal 
ing a Convention, to meét on the first of March next. 
i - D. ©. BARRETT, Chairman. 
2 D. PARKER, C es, 
; aot ommi 
ws J. A. PADILLA. } 
The foregoing report having been read, y , 
On motion of Mr. Wharton, the report and ordinante wer 
laid on the table. i — 
-On mation of Mr. Barrett, a copy of the foregoing and 
ordinance accompanying it, was ordered to be furnished i 
each standing Committee. ` e? 2 
On motion of Mr. Parker, the report of the “Commitee 
Finance, on Mrs. Peyton’s accunuts, (laid on the table so 


a 


he 
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javssince,) was taken up and reeommitted to the Committce 
(Finances `> ; 


. 


The Executive Secretary: presented the following message 


si 


fom his Excellency, the Governor: 


z ‘Executive Department or Texas. 
Ty the Hono able, the President, and 
Members of the Legislative.Council : 

‘GuyttemEn:-L herewith transmit for your information. 
vious comutunications retently received, all of which, will 
dow for'themselves, and to some of which -I call your par- 
nular attention. The documents in the Gasiilian language, 
we said to be the product of an intercepted correspondence, 
tom the interior authorities of the Central Government to 
fenaial Cos, at Bexar. “They ‘contain the plans of Santa 


shich is determined by him as a war of extermination— 
General Austin informs me, that in one of his communica- 
tons he has consolidatéd the principal matte t itg bmef man- 
ner. I would therefore recommend that the pi be read. 
hefore your body, and such, portions:translated and published 
asyou may deem expedient. The printed decuments, pur- 
porting to be the acts .of the General Congress, establish- 
ng and defining the plan of the Central Government, with 
smemannscript dgenments, marked confidential, vou may at 
hast deem worthy of publication, together with a condensed 
siew of the whole subject matter of the intercepted-correspan- 
lence. The domestic correspondence, herewith accompany- 
m, Wil show fot itself and’ by you will be taken for what 
tis worth. Someof the documents are the views and opin- 
ws af, men, which by you can be’ properly appreciated.— 
Takinga fair view of things as they now seem to stand, I have 
m doubt vou will agree with me, thatevery encrey and ex- 
ation on our part should be resorted to, tovcoynteract, or 
meet with efficiency, the pending storm which overhangs ou 
chuitry. It must be acknowledged by all, that our only suc- 
ris expected from the East, where as yet we have'not 
iispatched our agents, sufficient time has elapsed since the 
ning of the Convention, for them, by this time, to have ar- 
nved in dhe United States. They have called on me, vain, 
dy after day. time after time, for their dispatches, at least 
‘me of them, and they are not, yet ready. I say to you, 
the fate of Texas depends upon their immediate disparch 
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jnna, for a vigorous prosecution of tha war against Texas, ; 
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: fened to the Camtnitteée ‘om Military Affairs. |; 
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and success, Why thendelay a matter of such vital impo 
tance, and give place to minor matters which conld be much 
better delayed? Permit me to beg of you a suspension of 
all other business, until our Foreign Agents are dispatched, 
1 would further suggest to your body the propriety of pas. 
ing a bill, authorising the Executive to issue his proclamaticy, 
calling upon the different Jurisdictions, ta send Delegates t, 
a new Convention, to meet in conformity with the Organi. 
Law, and the elections to be as soon as practicable, and thy 
the Members be clothed with plenary powers, aud that in form. 
ing the bill, you apportion the Representatives as nearly a 
possible, on the principles of equality. í 
The proceedings of our former Convention have not ve 
appeared before the.public. A circumstance well and justly 
calculated to bring down upon us the public censure md 
alium of the whole community. "The Committee charged 
with that trust, by the Convention, justly merits reprehension, 
ahd a vote of public censure for the neglect and contumely 
with whichghey have treated the public confidence. 
WiN sentiments, ; 7 

Of the highest respect; &c.; &c., 

T am Gentlemen, i $ ` 
‘ Your obedient servant, 

: HENRY SMITH, Governor. 

December 4st, 1535. ae 
The foregoing Message having been read, on’ motion of Mr, 
Barrett, the Council went ‘into, Secret Session, and afier 
some time spent therein, the doors were opened; when oy 
motion of Mr. Barrett, several letters accompanying the Me~ 

sage were referred as follows:, . i 
The letters, of W. B, Travis and J. W. Fannin were re- 


The detter of McKinney and Williams, was referred toa 
Select Committee of two. Messrs. Barret. and Parker were 
appointed that Committee. = ` . i etd 

On motion of Mr. Millard, ‘the “ordinance creating a lon 
for the use of thé Provisional Government, wag taken up and 


after some consideration, on motion, the Council adjourned to 
3 o'clock, pe m, ; ae i 
e THREE O'CLOCK, P. M 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. . 
Phe Houge resumed the consideration of the “ordinance 


t 
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eating a loan.for the use of the Provisional,Government;” 
yhen, on motion of Mr. Barrett, the House went into Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on the consideration of the ordinance, 
Mr. Parker in thé Chair, after some time spent therein, the 
Committee 1036, reported -progtess, and had leave to sit 
again. ae: . — TE 

“On motion of Mr, Kerr, the Council went into Secret Ses- 
jot, and after some time ‘spent therem, the doors were 
operted When, -on motion of Mr. Barrett, the House again 
‘went into Committee of the’ Whole, and after some timg spent 
herein, the Committee rose and reported to the House, as 
amended, the Ordinance vreating a loan, &c.; which was 
alopted, and ordered’ to be engrossed, * 

On motion the,Counvil adjourged to 7 o'clock, p. m.’ : 


i ye F SEVEN O'CLOCK, PM 


The Council met pursyant to adjournment. 

Mr. Millard 1eported to the House Engiossed, the Ordi- 
nuce creating a lqan for, the use of the,Provisional Govern- 
ment of ‘Texas; which was read the first time, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Millard, the, rule.of the House was suspended, 
and the Ordihatice read the Sevond time. ` : 

Mr. Harris moved.to strike out the name of Mr. W. H. 
Wharton, in the second section, which was negalived. 

On motion ‘of Mr. Millard, the rule of the House was fw- 
ther suspended, and the Ordinance read the third time; when 
the question was taken on its, final passage, and decided in 
the affifmative. Sathe Ordinance passed. ' 

Mr. Barrett moved that the report of the Committee of Fi- 
mince, which accompanied the above, be taken’ up and 
opted; which was agreed to... , 

Mr. Hanks; froém the Committee on Military Affairs, re- 
ported “an Ordinance and Decree to organize aad establish 
an auxiliary’ Volunteer Corps for Texas;” which was read the 
frst time, andy on motion of Mr. Wharton, the rule of the 
House was suspended dnd the Ordinance read the second time. 


to the Committee on Military Affairs. í 

On motion of Mr. Kerr, the President was requested to 
communicate such ,intelligence as may come before the 
House, in Secret Session, fespectingthe war, to the Governor, 
Major General, and such other Officers of the Army, -as he 
my think proper. -t a 
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On mation of Mr. Clements, the Ordinance was commited - 
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Mr. McMillard, from the Committee on Finance, piesen. $ 
ed the following report: ptt 1 

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the ao. | 
counts of Robert Stevenson, for sundry articles of cloths | 
&c., for the public service, beg leave'to report, that they have | 
examined the same, and recommend the payment, amounting | 
in alltd seventy-one dollars, sixty-two and one half cents, 


-HENRY MILLARD, Clrairman. 


: “LEWIS: AYRES, fond 
Wo g THOMAS BARNETT, § ~ommittes | 
Mr. Wharton presented the following resolution, which was | 


x 


adopted : : ee er 

“ Resolved, that a committee‘of three be appointed to whon | 
shall be referred the communications of S. F. Austin andj 
Wm. H. Wharton, together With the Goveinor’s message ofthis $ 
day, and accompanying documents;'also, the ordinance for | 
calling a convention. That said committee be instructed to| 
report on the propriety of calling a, convention,—the time and 
place of holding it,—to apportion the’ represéntation in said 
Convention according to the population, and fix the number 
of Delegates for each Municipality; and prepare an address} 
to the people of Texas, setting forth the facts and reasons § 
that induce us to recqmmend thé measure;’? the Presiden 
appointed Messrs. Wharton, Barrett and Millard that cow 
mittee. l l » ` o 

On motion of Mr. Wharton, the Council went into secre 
session, and after some time 'spent.therem, the doors were! 
opened. ' i 

Mr. Hanks, from the Committee on Military Affairs, re 
ported amended an ordinanee and decree to organize anlf 
establish an auxiliary volunteer corps for Texas, which, was 
read: a first time, ` i 

On motion of Mre Barrett, the rule of thé house was su 
pended, and the ordinance read a secpnd tirne, when, on med 
tion, the Council adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow mom 
ing. j i 
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CorĒxciL-HALL, San FELIPE DE Austin, 
December dth, 1835. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. Me 


3 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. , 

The journals of yesterday’s proceedings having been read, 

Mr. Barnett fom the Committee on Enrollments, presented. 
as duly eniolled, an ordinance and decree to raise a loan for 
the use of the Provisional Government of Texas. 

Mr. Moody, who had béen elected Clerk to several standing 
Committees of the House, was sworn. 

The House resumed the consideration of the ordinance 
md decree to create and organize ‘an auxihary corps for 
Texas. i f 

On motion of Mr. Hanks, the 12th section was stricken out. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, the ordinance was read a second 
time, when the question was taken on its final passage. and 
decided in the afin mative: so the oidinance passed. 

The President laid betore the house a communication fiom 
Gen. Houston, respecting the organization of the army, &c., 
which was read and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. ` 

The President laid before the House an address from P. 
Dinit, commandant:at Goliad, calling for volunteers, &c.. 


which was laid on the table. y 
Mr. Kerr presented the following :esolution, which was 
apopted: : 


“Resolved, that the contractor for the volunteer army 
(Wm. Pettus,) be instructed to proceed immediately to the 
uwns on the sca coast, and purchase the following articles 
lrthe umy, and cause them to be torwarded with dispatch, 
wz: six hundred and sixty-six pair warm pantaloons, three hun- 
dred and thirty-three vests. six hundred and sixty-six pairs 
veks, tliree hundred and thirty-three round-jackets; and be 
it also Resolved, that the said contractor be instructed to for- 
wad at all times to the volunteer army, such things as may 
be fiom time to time, ordered by the commander of that army 
ind report the same to the Provisional Government.” 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the Council went into secret 
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session, aud after some time spent therein, the doors woe 
opened. ` 

Mr. West, by leave, introduced an ordinance designatin 
the boundaries of the Municipality of Jefferson and for other 
purposes, which was tead a first time; and on motion of Mr 
West, the rule of the House was suspended, and the ordi. 
nance read a second and third time, when the question wis 
taken on its final passage and decided in the affirmative: y 
the erdinance passed. ' : 

The President subniitted the accountof Isaac Best and 
Daniel Taylor for ferriages for volunteers, &c., which wa 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Barrett presented an account of S. F. Austin, for money 
advanced, and horses purchased for the volunteer army, 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

Mi. Bartett submitted‘ proposition for furnishing a library, 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Kerr, the resolution presented by hin 
some days sined, ‘respecting the storming of Bexar, was tr 
ken up and read, after some debate it was again laid on the 
table. - 

On motion, the Council adjourned till three o'clock, p. m, 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Barrett, from the Committee on State Affairs and Judi 
ciary, reported an ordinance authorizing and requiring the 
Governor to give instructions tò commissioners to the United 
States ofthe North, which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Kerr, the rule of the House was suspend- 
ed, and the ordinance read a second time. 

Mr. Haris moved to strike out the name of Wm. H. Whar 
ton, in the first section, which was negatived. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, the ordinance was amended by 
adding to the’Sth section the following words, “ also provided 
that the „said ¢ommissioners, or a majority of them, may fill 
outand give letters ofinarque, &c,, (which they shall be furnish- 
ed with in blaak form legally signed,) to such persons and 
such restrictions as required by the ordinances of the Provis- 
ional Governinent of Texas. : 

On motion of Mr. Kerr, the rule of the House was further 
suspended, and the ‘ordinance read a third time, when the 
question was taken on its final passage and decided in the 
affirmative: so the ordinance passed. 
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On motion of Mr. Hanks, the Council went into secret ses- 

gon, and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
ned. f i 

ir Kerr presented a petition from Tra R. Lewis, and 

gher owners of the schooner William Robbins, for letters of 

marque and reprisal, which was granted. 

Mr. Hanks, from the Committee on Military Affairs, re- 

red an ordinance and decree confirming the appointment 
of Wm. Pettus, contractor for the volunteer army near Bexar, 
which was read a first time. ' 

On motion of Mr. Millard, the rule of the House was sus- 

nded, and the ordinance read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the first blank in the 4th section 

s filled by inserting “two thousand dollars.” i 

n motion of Mr. Clements, the second blank was filled by 
ee “tof the Provisional Governor and his successors 
in office. 

Qn motion of Mr, Millard, the rule of the House was fur- 
her suspended, and the ordinance read a third time, when 
he question was taken on its final passage, and decided in 
the affirmative: so the ordinance passed. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the Secretary was directed to 
mish copies of the ordinance just passed to Col. Wm. Pet- 
usand Gen. Burleson. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the Council proceeded to elect 
a Treasurer for the Provisional Government. 

The election was ordeved to be made viva voce. 

Mv. Barrett nominated Joshua Fletcher, who was unanim- 
iiy elected Treasurer of the Provisional Government of 

exas. ’ 

Oa motion, the Council adjourned till nine o'clock, to-mor- 
ow morning, 


* 


p 


Councin HALL, San Fruive DE Austin, } 
December 6th, 1885. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. My 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. _ 
The journal of yesterday’s proceedings having been read, 
J ~ 


~~ me 
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Mr. Millard, from the Committee on Enrollments, reported 
as duly enrolled,— ` a 

“An ordinance authorizing and requiring the Governor’, 
give instructions to our Commissioners to the United States 
of the North. 

An ordinance and decree confirming the appointment of 
William Pettus, contractor for the yolunteer army, and an 
ordinance and decree to organize and establish an auxiliary 
volunteer corps for Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, Mr. Royall was admitted to, 
seat as a, member of the Council from Matagorda, whereupon, 
Mr. Royall took his seat. 

Mr. Hanks, from the Committee on Military Affairs, pre 
sented, (respecting the request of Col. Sandoval to join 
Gonzales,) a report, accompanied by the following resolutih; 

* Resolved that the prisoners taken at Goliad, (Col. Sando. 
val, and others,) be taken to the town of San Augustine, in 
the Municipality of San Augustine, and there delivered 
to the Committee of Vigilince and Safety, and by them tobe 
safely kept, subject tothe disposition of the Council, and that 
the Governor be and he is hereby empowered to carry into fil 
force and effect this’ resolution.” 

Qn motion of Mr. Barrett, the foregoing resolution was 
adopted. i 

The report accompanying it was ordered to he on the 
table. - 

Mr. Hanks; from the same committee, presented the fol 
lowing report and resolution : i 

“We the Committee on Military Affairs, to whem was re- 
ferred the letter of Thomas Hooper, dated Alexandria, 30th 
October, 1835, respectfully :eport unto the General-Counell 
that we have examined the contents,of said letter, and after 
mature deliberation would suggest the propriety of a letter 
being addressed by the Governor in answer to the said Thos 
Hooper's letter, expressive of our heartfelt thanks for ihe 
aid which he and his friend Capt. R. Anderson tenders tou 
in our struggle for Constitutional Liberty against despotiss. 
For the services of more men than can be possibly raisi 
in our own state, will be required to repel the repcateds 
tempts that will be made by the native Mexicans to invad 
our country. That military rule and the most dire oppres 
sion is the intention of the Centralists, can no longer be quet 
tioned. should they triumph over us. For we may espe 
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'ytonly a Christian warfare, but a war of extermination from 
gicenemies; therefore, we should not hesitate in accepting 
he services of those who are willing to rally around the 
amdard we have raised in defence of the rights and immu- 
nities Which belong to us as freemen. It was the succour 
which the Uniti States obtained from France, that greatly 
contributed to th€ir triumph over so formidable an enemy as 
that of England. 

Itis the citizens of that Government which commands the 
respect and admiration of the world, who offer to peril their 
lives in defence of our rights and liberties. Could we refuse 
them? Dare we reject the offer of their services? It would 
be worse than madness. On the contrary we should hold out 
every inducement to volunteers from abroad.” 

The committee therefore recommend the adoption of the 
bllowing resolution s, 

“Resolved, that a certified copy of the ordinances and 
decrees establishing a regular army and an auxiliary volun- 
ter corps be forwarded to Thomas Hooper of Alexandria, 
laand that the said Thomas Hooper be solicited through 
aletter addressed to him by the Governor to request the pdi- 
trs of newspapers throughout the United States to publish 
the aforesaid ordinances and decrees,” 


` WYATT HANKS, Chairman, 
J. D. CLEMENTS, Committee. 


On motion of Mr. Kerr, the foregoing report and resolution 
were adopted. l 

Mr, Millard, from the Committee on Finance, reported an 
ordinance to establish, divide, and lay off the coast of Texas 
into revenue districts, and to declare and establish ports of 
entry and delivery, and for other purposes, which was read a 
first time and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, Mr. Royall was appointed to the 
Standing Committee on Military Affairs. 
Pi Barrett presented the following resolution, which was 

opted : vi 
“Resolved, that the Commanding General be, and he is 
hereby authorized to send one or more agents out of his Staff 
orofficers in the line in company with the Commissioners to 
thé United States to purchase under the directions of said 
Commissioners, provisions, arms, and munitions of war, for 
the supply of the régular army.” 


cf 


ft 


Bw wre a 
y? 


mo p Te ee. ge 


- of Texas.” ; 


Mr. Barrett presented the following resolution, which Way 

adopted : i i 

. Resolved, that the Commissioners to the United States, be 
and they are hereby authorized to divide the deposites ordered 
to be made in New Orleans, between the Union Bank of 
Louisiana and the Bank of Orleans, in sygh proportions a 
they may deem best. 

Mr. Barrett also presented the following resolution which 
was adopted: l , 

“ Resolved, that Wm. Pettus, the contractor for the volun- 
teer army, in conjunction and with the advice of T. F, WKp. 
ney, be directed to make such provision for fitting Gen 
Mexia, and his command, at the mouth of Brazos as wil 
enable them to proceed into the interior, &c., with the objet 
of carrying the war into the enemies country, and that Geg, 
Mexia be required to report his plan of operations through 
the said contractor in writing to the Provisional Government 


Mr. Kerr presented to ‘the House a draft on the Provisional 
Government, drawn by M. Caldwell, sub-contractor for vd. 
unteer army, in favor of Thomas M. Dennis, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. i 

The Executive’s Secretary presented the following me 
sage from his Excellency, the Governor. . 

Exscutive DELARTMENT OF Texas: 
To tke Honorable, the President, and , 
Members of the Legislative Council. 
. GENTLEMEN—I have had under consideration the followin 
bills, which have been passed by your body, viz: 

An ordinance and decree changing the manner of drawing 
drafts on the Treasurer, &c. 

_ T object to thebill for the following reasons: First, the Com- 
pire on Finance, with whom the whole discretion a 

ppropriating money and drafting on the Treasury is vested, 
is like all other Committees belonging to yous body, liablets 
change and shift its members, as such indiscreet appropre 
tions might be made, and money drawn for improper use 
That a bare report to the Council of what has been done i 
in order that it be noted in your journals, would afford m 
check to the acts of the Cammittee, because the appropriatio 
and draft on the Treasury would be made prior to the repat 
of the Committee, and as such they ould be left withou 


check or corrective. 
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‘Secondly, I consider that no appropriations of money 
should be made except by law. That no Committee or sep- 
wate authority should be privileged to make appropriations, 
o.draw money from the Treasury, without the necessary 
jrmalities having been comphed with. Acting without the 
proper functionaries of Secretary, Comptroller, &c., it would 
be well to incorporate in our plan as many checks and bal- 
ances as would be consistent, without producing complexity. 
Forthe foregoing reasons I object to the bill. 

The ordinance making it my duty to issue a Special Com- 
mission for the arrest of Wm. H. Steel, I have signed and 
complied promptly with its provisions. 

The bill creating a Municipality to be called the Munici- 
pality of Jackson I have signed, believing that it might afford 
convenience to the citizens, but at the same time feel satisfied. 
that both that and the jurisdiction from which it is taken, will 
by that separation be rendered contemptible in numbers, 
and assuch the more heavily burthened with municipal taxes. 
[would recommend to your honorable body, that in future you 
confine yourselves solely within the pale oi the duties assigned 
io us. 

The bills creating a loan and defining the duties of our Com- 
missioners, I have signed, and wish every thing done for their 
immediate dispatch. Ihave seen no act of your body which 
has made any allowance for their outfit, or expenses while 
ee their various and responsible duties, this matter 
as certainly escaped your observation, and will, I hope, be 
promptly acted on, and that you will place such an amount 
atthe disposition as will be ample and sufficient to comport 
with the dignity of the station and duties assigned them. 

The bills appointing the contractor and treasurer have been 
signed. 

Lalso transmit to you a communication from M. Caldwell, 
Gonzales, which speaks for itself, and of which you will 
make the proper disposition. 

„Every thing connected with the dispatch of our commis- 
soners, will, I hope, meet with the earliest possible dispatch. 

Allof which I transmit to your honorable’ body for the cor- 
responding effects. . : 
With sentiments, &e., &c., 

I am your obedient servant, 
HENRY SMITH, Governor. 


` 


December Sth, 1835. 
J 


114 


«ue ordmance returned by the Governor, as stated in th 
foregoing message, was considered and ordered to lie ont, 
table. 

The communication of M. Caldwell, alluded to in th 
message above, was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

On motion of Barrett, so much of the ‘foregoing message x 
relates to outfit and expenses of the Commissioners to thk 
United States of the North was referred to the Committee m 
Finance. 

Mr. Kerr presented the following resolution, which wa 
adopted. . 

“ Resolved, that the Governor be, and he is hereby auth: 
ized to issue a blank commission with letters of marque anf 
reprisal to the Committee of safetys for Matagorda, to be by 
them filled up for the commander of the William Robbins 
under such regulations as are prescribed by the ordinance 
the Council, gianting letters of marque and reprisal.” 

Mr. Harris offered the following resolution; which wa; 
adopted: 

“Resolved, that the Governor is hereby authorised to gran 
a blank Commission, with letters of marque and reprisal, t 
be filled up by Benjamin F. Smith, under such regulation 
as are prescribed by the ordinances of the Council, granting 
letters of marque and reprisal.” 

On motion of Mr Parker, it was resolved that the Clerk 
the Council be, and he is hereby instructed to furnish tk 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army, with a copy of all ord: 
nances, on the subject of the Army of Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, so much of the rule of this How 
as requires that resolutions shall be read three several time, 
before passing, was revoked. 

On motion the Council adjourned to 6 o'clock, p-m. 


SIX O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
Qn motion of Mr. Parkèr, the House went into Secret Se 
sion, and after some time spent therein, the doors were opened 
when so much of the proceedings in Secret Session, ast 
lated tothe election of Officers, was ordered to be recorded 
on the public Journals, as follows: 
On motion of Mr. Kerr, the Council proceeded to elect th 
necessary Officers for the New Municipality of Jackson. 
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Mr. Kerr -nominated Patrick Usher, for First J adge, and. 
Blah Stapp for second Judge, and J ohn Alley, William, 
Millican and George Sutherland as Commissioners, for organ- 
iing the Militias all of whom were duly elected, “Viva 
Voce” , í : 

Mr. Harris presented the following resolution, which was 
adopted: , 

Resolved, that a Committee of three be appointed to draft 
an addiess to the patriot citizens of the Mexican Nation, set- 
ting forth the causes and reasons why the people of Texas 
lave taken up arms, and requesting them to co-operate with 
inthe glorious struggle against military despotism and 
misrule. 

The President appointed Messrs. Harris, Powersand Kerr, 
hat Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the Door-keeper was discharged 
and fined three days wages. for neglect of duty. 

Mr. Millard, fiom the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
as duly Enrolled, — 

On ordinance and decree, designating the boundaries of 
the municipality of Jefferson, and for other purposes. 

A resolution making disposition of the prisoners taken at 
Goliad, 

A resolution requiring the contractor for the volunteer army 
to make certain purchases, 

A resolution authorising the Governor to issue a blank com- 
mission, with letters of marque and reprisal to the Committee 
of Safety of Matagorda. : 

A resolution authorising the -Governor to issue a blank 
commission, with letters of marque and reprisal to Benjamin 
F. Smith. 

A resolution for dividing the desposites ordered to be 
made in tye Union Bank of Louisiana. 

Aresolution authorising the Commanding General to send 
Agents for purchases. 

And a resolution directing the contractor for the volunteer 
pa to make provisions for ,General Mexia, and his com- 
mand. i 

The President laid before the Council, several communi- 
cations from Nacogdoches, on the subject of Land Offices; 
which were read, and on motion of Mr. Parker referred to 
the Committee on State and Judiciary. : 

On motion of Mr. Parker, Mr. Royal was added to the 


an 


. communiéations, 
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Committee on State and Judiciary, to act on the above nang 


Ön motion of Mr. Clements, Mr. Kerr was appointed g 
the Standing Committee on Laud and Indian Affrirg. 

Mr. Hanks, from the Committee on Military Afairs, pre 
sented the following report; which was received. 

“Your Committee, to whom was referred the letter of (a, 
eral Sam Clouston, dated, San Felipe de Austin, 4th Decer 
ber, 1835, urging the immediate necessity of an clectiong 
the officers of the regular army, having had the same unis 
consideration, your Committee can state with confidence, b 
lieving that the statement will at the same time receive, 
favorable respouse fiom a majority of the General Cound 
that this Committee has thrown no impediment or obstade) 
the way of raising the ‘regular army, “for the protection g 
Texas during the present war, as contemplated by the fix 
article of the organic law of Texas, On the contrary, iti 
the opinion of your Corninittee, that the General Council hy 
been as expeditious in the enactment of ordinances, the ele 
tion of Officers, and every other necessary arrangement, i 
order to carry into full force and effect the first article of th 
organic law, to which our attention 1s called by the letterd 
General Sam Houston, as could be done under the press 
business, aud the distracted state of our affairs. | Besides a 
considerable portion of our time is and must necessarily k 
consumed in making provision to sustain the “Voluntey 
Army,” near Bexar. Upon them rest the hopes and. fortune 
ofthe people of Texas. 

They have already defended the country against an inve 
ding foe, and are now holding them in check, by remaining 
in the field; and not to sustain them, would be to sacrifice ou 
dearest rights and interests. Complaints have heen madet 
the General Council, already from said army, stating the 
they were in want of the necessary provisions and clothing 
Letters of that natnre have been referred to your Committe, 
which required the immediate action of the General Council 
and could not be overlooked or neglected, under any consi 
eration whatever, 

There are many other important reasons, in the opinion 
your Comtnittec, why the General Council sliould not sooner 
or evén now, proceed to appoint all the officers of the regula 
army. 

If the war should bo protracted to any considerable lengh 
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af time, and reinforcements coutinne to arrive, as we must 
pect from the present aspect of affairs, we shall need all 
ye nid trom foreign couutrics that can possibly be procured. 
M garter from the enciny, or mwerey at their hands, is ox- 
ted. Sucecssful resistance, then, is our only hope— 
Hence the importance of holding out every inducement to 
E Volunteers from abroad. There are doubtless many young 
imenin the United States who would gladly embrace the op- 
portunity of enlisting into the service of Texas, provided 
they could obtain appointments, suited in some degree to 
Biter qualifications. ‘Texas now presents a fine field tor those 
yho desire military fame. Your Committee. would therefore 
ramestly recommend, for the’ consideration of the General 
Council, the postponement of the appointment.of the officer's 
fr five companies of the artillery, for the present. The > 
object of your Committee in recommending this course, must 
be at once seen by the General Council. It is to leave open 
he door for promotion, so that if any person should make 
application tor an appointment in the regular army, who is 
ral recommended, and who can bring one or more compa- 
Mais to our assistance, should be promoted to sog office, 
responding with the aid and qualifications of suc appli 
rant, If the gate of preferment should once be shut, 
Must expect to loose the services of such men. Men of tals 
ents, wealth or influence, will never submit to become pri~ 
rates in a regular army. ~ And it is through their influence, 
is a great measure, that voluntecrs are to be obtained. 
Your Committee would also recommend the Governor to 
rue, or cause to be issued, his proclamation, to establish 
bead quarters for the regular army, and for the same to be 
Biganized: Also for the organization of the Militia, in con- 
Lormity with an ordinance, passed ou November 25th, 1885. 
Your Committee would recommend the establishment of 
ead quarters for the regular army, at Gonzales, or some 
dher suitable place on the frontier. ° i 
Your Committee would further recommend to the General 
ouncil, that on to-morrow, the 7th inst. a lieutenant colo- 
Wl, forthe artillary, and the regimental officers of the corps 
of Infantry of the regular army, be appointed. 
| As to the outfits of an army, your Committee will simply 
refer to the proceedings of the General Council had upon that 
tubject, WYATT ILTANKS, Chairsnan. 
| J. D. CLEMENT'S, Committee. 
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Mr. Hanks, from the Committee on Military Affairs 
presented the following .epart; which was adopted: 

Your Committe, to whom was referred the letter of Wilsoy 
Williams, have had the same under consideration, and re. 
commend that the name of Mr. Estis be placed upon the Het 
of applicants, for the appointment of Surgeon, in the regul 
army. 

Your Committee would further 1ecommend, that Docter 
Asa Hoxie, be authorised and instructed to address a letter of 
thanks to the said Dr. M. Estis, for the services which he ten. 
ders us; and inform him at the same time, that no appoint. 
ment will be made, until the regular army is organized, ag 
made and provided forby the organic law of Texas, creating 
a regular army for the protection of Texas, during the pres 
ent war, and also that his name is placed on the list of ap- 
plicants for the appointment of Surgeon. 


WYATT HANKS, Chairman. 
J. D. CLEMENTS. Committee, 


Mr. Parker presented the following resolutions: 

‘ Resoled, that the Commander-in-Chief, shall have power 
to accept the services of at least five thousand auxiliary Vo 

nteers, agreeably to the organic law, and the ordinances and 
decrees of the General Council of ‘Texas, in addition to the 
local Volunteers. ` . 

Resolved, that the Commander-in-Chief of the forces of 
Texas, shall establish his head quarters at such place as he 
may think best for the good of the service. , 

a foregoing having been read, were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Hanks presented the following resolution; which was 
adopted: 

Be it resolved by the General Council, that our pe 
Agents shall be authorised and empowered, and are hereby 
authorised and empowered, to receive all monies and dons 
tions of any kind, that may be given or presented to Texas, 
by the citizens of the country which they may visit; andi 
said Agents should reeeive any money or monies, to depoat 
the same in some safe Bank, and report the same to the Pro- 
visional Government of Texas. 

Be it further resolved, that a certified copy of this resolu 
tion be furnished szid Agents. 

Mr. Millard, fiom the Committee on Finance, reported at 
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mlinance and decree, to provide for the outfit and contingent 
aspenses of our Foreign Agents, to the United States of the 
Nob; which was read the Brst time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule of the House was sus- 
nded, and the ordinance read the second time. 

Oo motion of Mr. Royal, the blank in the first section, was 
flied by “five hundred.” 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the blank in the second section 
gas filled with “two thousand.” 

Oa motion of Mr. Power, the rule of the House was further 
aspended, and the ordinance read the third time, when the 
pestion was taken on its final passage, and decided in the 
girmative. And the ordinance passed. 

The following resolutions were returned by the Governor, 
approved: 

Aresolution requiring the contractor of the Volunteer army 
make certain purchases. f 
A resolution authorising the Governor to granta blank com- 
nission with Jetters of marque and reprisal, to the Committee 
ff Safety for Matagorda. i 
On motion, the Council adjourned to 9 o'elock, to-morrow 
noring. 


¥ 
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Covxor-Harr, Sax Kierre DE ATSTIN, 2 
December 7th, 1835. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A.M. 


The Council met pursuant.to adjournment. The Journal 
if yesterday’s proceedings having been read, 

Mr. Millard from the Committee on Enrollments, reported 
a duly Enrolled,— i 

„ån ordinance and decree to provide for the outfit and con- 
ingent expenses of our Foreign Agents, to the United States 
if America. 

A resolution authorising our Foreign Agents to receive do- 
nations for Texas. 

Mr. Millard from the Commitee of Finance, reported an 
wdinance and decree, establishing and imposing duties of 
mpost and tonage, and for other purposes; which was read 
ihe first time. 
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On motion of Mr. Milllard, the rule of the House.was gus. 
pended, and the ordinance read the second time, 

Qn motion of Mr. Harris, the ordinance was ordered to lie 
on the table, and copies to be furnished to the several Stand. 
ing Committees of the House. 

On motion, the Council took up the ordinance, establishin 

.a Post Office Department; which was read the second time, 

Mr. Power moved to amend the ordinance, so that the post 
age ona single letter should not be more than twenty-five 
cents, for any distance; which was negatived. 

“ . On motion of Mr. Clements, ihe ordinance was amended, 
by addingat the end of the 19th section, the following words, 
“Or otherwise fined and punished as the Court may direct” 

On motion of Mr. Millard, the rule of the House was far. 
ther suspended, and the ordinance read the third time; when 
the question was taken on its final passage, and decided in 
the affirmative. So the ordinance passed. 

The Executive Secretary presented the following message 


from his Excellency, the Governor: ; 


Executive DEPARTMENT or Texas. 
To the Honorable the President, and 
Members of the Legislative Council: 


GEnTLEMEN:—L hasten to lay before your honorable body an 
official communication from Dr. S. H. Everitt, one of our Com- 
missioners, appointed te, take charge of the Archives of the 
Land Offices of the Départment of Nacogdoches, &e. Yor 
will see by his communication, what has been done, and wil, 
I hape, take such immediate steps as will be calculated to 
carry the decree into effect, with the least possible delay— 
I make this a seporate communication, touching no other 
subject matter, in order that it receive the prompt and unde 
vided attention of your body. 

With due respect and consideration, 
Your obedient servant, 
HENRY SMITH, 
Governor. 
Desember 7th, 1835. ; 


The communication of Dr. Everett, alluded to in the Mes- 
sage above, was referred to the Committee on State and Je- 
diciary. 

Mr. Wharton, from the Select Cummittee, to whom was 
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gered the communication of S: F. Austin and William H. 

E Wharton, together with the erdinance for calling a Conven- 
B jin $c, presented a report containing his views; which were - 
hat a Convention should be,called to meet on the 15th of 
January next; on the principles of the ordinance which had 
E ieen referred to that Committee. ` : ; 

t Mr. Barrett, from the majority of the Committee, reported. 
E ie former ordinance without amendment. - 

| On motion, the Council adjeurned to 3 o'clock, p. m. 


> - THREE O'CLOCK, P. M, 
The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 


The reports of the Select Committee hed pacha calling 

Í of a, Convention, which were under consideration when the 

Council adjourned, were ordered to lie on the table. 

Agreeably tosa resolution. passed December 1st, the House 

@ proceeded tothe election of Company Officerssfer one Battal- 
wn in the Artillery of the Regular Army. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, it was resolved that the Coun- 
al also elect at this time, one Colonel, one Lieutenant Colo- 
], and ane Major for the Regiment of Infantry, aud nê Co- 

land one Lieutenant Colonel for the Artillery, v 
The elections were ordered to be made with closed dors. 
| After the elections were completed the proceedings were 

ordered to be recorded on the public Journals, and were as 

follows: 

On the nomination of Mr. Barrett, James W. Fanwin, jun. 
was duly elected Colonel of Artillery, “Viva Vooe.” 

On the nomination of Mr. Barrett, femes O. Neil was duly 
| lected Lieutenant Colonel of Artillery, “Viva Yoce.” - 

3 Mr. Kerr moved that all the elections oe made this day, 
Í ‘Viva Voce; which was negatived. 

When the House proceeded to ballot for Captains of Ar- 
üllerv, and J. W. E. Wallace, Ira Westover, Samuel Will- 
ams, J. N. Moreland and Peter J. Menard, were duly elected 
Captains of Artillery. 

The House then proceeded to ballot for First Lieutenants 
of Artillery; when John D. McAllister, Almeron Dickinson, 
John Henry, John Chaffin dnd Lucin W. Gates, were duly 
$ clected First Lieutenants of Artillery. ; 
| The House then proceeded to ballot for Second Lieuten- 
ants of Artillery; when James H. Blount, Joseph Cadle, - 
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Robert H. Foot, Alexander Farmer, and C. R. Sharp, wete | 
duly elected Second Lieutenants of Artillery. l 
The rule of voting by ballot was suspended, and the Thig | 
Lieutenants ordered to be elected “Viva Voce;” when Wilt, | 
jam Holman, William Eaton, William C. Wilson, Robert y, | 
Calder and: George W. Poe, were duly elected Third Lien. | 
tenants of Artillery. i i ; i 
The Council then proceeded to ballot for Colonel of fy. j 
fantry. -= 
red Parker nominated Philip A. Sublet. z 
Mr. Clements nominated Edward Burleson., 
When the ballots were counted, there were for 
: Philip A. Sublett - = -= = YA 
Edward Burleson ` - =- =- - 6 « i 
Whereupon Rhilip A. Sublett was declared duly elécied | 
Colonel of Infantry. 5 | 
Qn the nomination of Mr. Ayres, Henry Millard was duly | 
elected Lieutenant Colonel of Infantry, “Viva Voce.” 
Mr. Barrett nominated William Oldham for Major. 
Mr. Harris nominated M. W. Smith for Major of Infantry. | 
When the ballots were counted, there were for i 
William Oldham - ~. + : 12 votes. ` 
M. W. Smith = - - - - L so d 
Whereupon William Oldham was declared duly elected | 
Major of Infantry. nee 
On motion of Mr. Power, the Council proceeded to elect | 
a Commissioner for organizing the Militia of the Municipality | 
of Refugio, in place of Elkanor Brush, whois absent. 
Mr. Power nominated George McKnight, who was duly | 
elected “Viva Voce.” ; 
On motion, the Council adjourned to 7 o’clock, p. m. 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M, 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment, and on motion | 
adjourned to 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 
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_NINE O'CLOCK, A. M, 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Journals of yesterday’s proceedings haying been read, ` 
Mr. Menifee appeared and toak his seat asa member from 
Austin. . 
Mr. Hanks from the Committee on Military Affairs, pre- 
ented the following report and resolutions: 
Your Committee to whom was referréd the proceedings of 
ameeting held at Mobile on the 22d October last, have had . 
he same under consideration, and do respectively report,— 
That the preamble and resolutions adopted atthe meeting ` ` 
teld in the city of Mobile, contain information of the most 
inportant and encouraging hature to the people of Texas. | 
Inthe generous spirit of a free and magnaninous people, , 
hey have been among the first to tender their aid in our 
sriggle against misrule and military despotism. A compa- 
ay of men from the city of Mobile has already passed ` 
though our town, armed and equipped for the field, on their : 
march tojoin the volunteer army of the people of Texas, near — 
Bexar: And your Committee is informed by a resolution 
which was unanimously adopted at the meeting held in Mo- 4 
bile, and contained in the proceedisgys forwarded to us by 
Jel T. Case, that a Committee was appointed to solicit con- 
butions in behalf of the people of Texas, and receive the 
mmes and assist at discretion all volunteers who are disposed 
ngo to Texas for the purpose of sustaining the people of 
that country in their present struggle. They also sympathise 
with us in our present conflict, and express their desire to 
hail the independence of Texas, .and see her taking a seat 
among the sovereign nations of the earth. 
Your Committée are of opinion that if we receive the assis- 
tce from the United States of the North, which we may P 
reasonably expect from the evidences already given us, that 
we shalt be able to shake off the shackles which tyrants and 
rligious bigotry have attempted to bind us with, Santa An- * - 
na, the priest, the enemies of constitutional liberty through- 
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out Mexico, will tremble when they learn that the blood and | 
treasure of thousands of the descendants of that patriotic hung § 
of heroes, who triumphed over England in the days ie : 
strength and pride, have been tendered us in our presen | 
at upele for liberty and free institutions. 

Your Committee do most earnestly recommend to the Gen. | 
eral Council the importance of solicitiig through the Gover. | 
nor and our Foreign Agents, a continuance of the aid andas | 
sistance already extended to us by our liberal and patriot | 
friends in the United States of the North. 

Four Committee would further recommend the adoption n | 
the following resolutions: : 


WYATT HANKS, Chairman. 
J.D, CLEMENTS, 2 c nd 
R. R. ROYAL, $ VOme] 


Resolved, That the Governor of the Provisional Goyer. | 
mient of Texas, be instructed to address a letter to the Chair} 
man and Committee appointed “at a meeting held in the city 
of Mobile, in behalf of the the people of Texas in their pres] 
ent difficulties, setting forth the causes which have compelled § 
us to take up arms, and expressive of our grateful feelings & 
the interest manifested’ by the citizens of Mobile for the auc 
cess and welfare of Texas. | 

Be it further resolved, That a certified copy of the ordid 
nance which provides for the donation of land to those wh) 
volunteer in the service of Texas, during the present war 
and the ordinance creating an auxiliary corps to the reguler 
army, ba forwarded to the ssid Chairman and Committee inj 
the city of Mobile, with a request to the Editors ot newspad 
pers in that city, that they publish the same. 

Be it resolved, That a certified copy of this report and res 
olutions, be also forwarded to the Chairman and Commitee 
aforesaid, and that the same be done by the Secretary of th 
General Council. i 

The foregoing report and resolutions having been read, 
were adopted. > a 

Rice Saon presented the following resolution, which wis 
adopted: 

osolved, That this Council immediately go into the eke 
tion of one Lieutenant Colonel and two Majors, for the Reg 
ment of Artillery. | 

The Council went into the election with closed door] 
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afer the elections were gone through, the proceedings were 
jirected to be recorded upon the public journals; und were 
follows? . i 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the elections were ordered to 
je made viva voce. i 

Mr. Wharton nominated David B. Macomb for Lieutenant 
Colonel of Artillery, who was duly elected. 

Mr. Borrett nominated W. B. Travis for First Major of Ar- 
illery, who was duly elected. 

Mr. Wharton nominated T. F, L. Barrett for Second Ma- 
jrof Artillery, who was duly elected. 

The Executive Secretary presented the following messages 
fom hig Excellency the Governor: 


Executive DEPARTMENT or Texas. 


tothe Honorable, the President, and 
Member's of the Legislative Council: 


GENTLEMEN:—] transmit to your honorable Body, the copy 


af a letter received in my department, from the Commander- 
i-Ghiet} General Sam Houston. Your honorable body will 
xe by the tenor of his communication the reasons and pro- 
piety of his request; and seeing myself that delays in the or- 
ganization of the army would be dangerous, I confidently 
tope that every thing consistent with your duties In that wat- 
vewill be promptly attended to. 
With sentiments, &e. &e. 
Tam Gentlemen, 
. ¥our obedient servant, 
; HENRY SMITH, Governor. 
December Sth, 1835, 7 
Executive DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
To the Honorable, the President, and 
Members of the. Legislative Council : 
GENTLEMEN: —] hasten to lay before your hgnerable body 
communication just reecived from the Commandant of Go- 
did. The documents will show for themselves, and you teke 
wh action on them as circumstances shall direct. The es- 
press carrier is in waiting. 
With sentiments, &c. &e. 
` Your obedient servant, 
HENRY SMITH, Govermor. 
December 8th, L834. 
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Qn motion of Mr. Milliard, the House took up the ordinate | 
for establishing revenue districts, &c43 when , 
‘Mr. Millard moved to strike out all afier the enacting] 
clause; which was agreed to. o 
Mr. Millard then offered a substitute for the parts stnckey! 
out; which was adopted. - 
When the ordinance was ordered to lie on the table. 
On motion, the Council adjourned to 3 o'clock: p. m, 


THREE O'CLOCK P,M, 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment, | 
The Executive Secretary presented approved by the Gov-! 
ernor,— - 
A resolution authorising the Commanding General to sendi 
one or more Agents to the United States with our Commis} 
sioners, &c. r 4 ; 
On motion of Mr, Millard, the House took up the ordinance 
and decree establishing and imposing duties of impost and] 
tonnage. . j 
On motion of Mr. Ayres, the words “thirty” and “titteen"| 
~ were stricken out wherever they occurred in the ordinance, | 
Mr. Menifee moved to fill the blanks with “twenty-five” 
and “fifteen;” which was lost. 
Mr. Clements moved to fill the blanks with “sixteen” anl 
«twelve and a half}? which was lost. | 
Mr. Ayres moxed to fill the blanks with the. words “twen 
ty; which was lost. | 
Mr. Harris moved to fiill the blanks with the words “twenJ 
ty” and “ten;” which was agreed to. : 
Mr. Parker moved to add among the list ofarticles exempi 
from duty, “meat and bread stuffs; which was agreedto. § 
Mr. Royall moved {o add also to the list, “lumber of all 
kinds for building.” ; | 
A division of the House was called for on the question, 
when the House being equally divided, the President gava 
the casting vote in favor of the amendment. So it wa 
adopted. f 
On motion of Mr. Ayres, the two dollars, twelve and ¢ half 
cents tonnage duty wasstricken out, and one dollar and tweng 
ty-five cents insérted. : 
On motion, the Council adjourned to 7 o’clock, p. m. 
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SEVEN O’CLOCK, P. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Council resumed the consideration of the ordinance 
gd decree, establishing and imposing duties of imposts and 
tonnage. : 7 
On motion, the ordinance was amended by incorporating“ 
with it, the provisions of the ordinance estabhzhing revenue 
districts, &c.; when the rule of the House was suspended, and 
the ordinance read the third time, and the question taken on 


dinance passed by the following title: i 

“An ordinance and decree establishing and imposing duties 
of impost and tonnage, and for other purposes,” 

The Council took up the ordinance and decree for estab- 


ly postponed. - 

Mr. Barrett, from the Committee on State and Judiciary, 
presented the following report: 

Your Committee to whom was referred certain proceedings 
af the people of Nacogdoches, relative to the several Land 
(ices of that Department, and that of the political Chief &c., 
report that they have considered all the matters referred, and 
can find no reasons to dlter the views reported by this Com- 
mittee on the 4th inst.; as that report contains the true repre- 
entation, as your Committee believe, of the objects, require- 
ments, and duties contemplated in the 14th section of the 


onceined. Therefore, that this House cannot legally pass 
my ordinance granting the power of making titles in any way, 
wtil the said L4th article is complied with, at least so far as 
dat the papers and documents are under the control of the 
Mficers of the Provisional Gevernment; when this shall have 
heen effected, your Committee have no further hesitation im 
ulvising that t^e several legal Commissioners of each Land 
Ofice, ar some other person specially appointed, be author- 
xed to proeecd in completing all titles to land made for set- 
lers on surveys, returned before the passing of the said 14th 
ctim. But in doing this, all proper guarantees against in- 
stice or fraud should be carefully incorporated in the de. 
tree for such purpose. m 
In the mean time your Committee have confidence in as- 
uring thig Council, and th? people at large, that neither the 


isfinal passage, and decided in the affirmative. So the or- 


ishing revenue districts, &c; which, on motion, was indefinite- - 


plan of the Provisional Government, so far as dand affairs are . 


- 


orders of the Convéntion or deciees of the Provisional Govern. | 
ment have any other object o effect, than in securing an 
equal and fair opportunity of all our-citizens to obtain ther | 
landed rights; and although the tine of perfecting titles may | 
be extended, no acquired right or privilege either is or can be | 
eflected. The right esists ummpaired, while the bare legal { 
form remains to be executed. od 

Your Committee advise that the papers and documents of } 
the Political Chicf of Nacogdoches Department, be commit § 
ted to the hands and charge of the Commissioners, but not & 
to be removed until the farther directions of the Provisional | 
Government; for the reason that many individuals might be | 
subjected to great inconvenience by the removal, and no pres- | 
ent necessity exists for doing so. The functions of the Polit | 
ical Chief are extinct. The provisions of the 14th section | 
plainly point out the disposition of all municipal papers and $ 
archives. The late Judges will deliver their documents to | 
their successors in ullice, appointed by the General Council, $ 
and the usual elections for the common ofhees of Ayuntamien- J 
tos remain unchanged in character or incidents. og 

In conclusion, your Committee entertain very high respect} 
for the general character for patriotism in the present difi- 
culties of the citizens of the Nacogdoches Department, and} 
their ready obedience to-the laws of their country, and re-i 
gret that any measure contemplated’ for the, general good; 
should operate severely upon individuals. Bu,t in the pres-j 
ent case, your Committce can sce no real cause of uneasiness | 
or doubt in the ‘minds of any of our citizens, forasmuch as the} 
security of paper title is ideal against right, or in farther se-] 
curing absolutely vested rights. . 

It is an admitted fact, that the revenues of the country will] 
be diminished for the present; by closing the Land Offices, and] 
that it is inconvenient to the Government in the times of such 
pressing necessity. But your Committee regard this as the} 
lesser evil, when no injustice can be the consequence, and! 
great injury and injustice may ensue the opening of the Land 
Offices to all common transactions. 

Your Committee recommend that another Commissioner bef 
appointed to act with S, H. Everitt, as itis doubtful whether 
either of the other Commissioners will attend to their appowt 
ment, and that two shall be sufficient to perform all the duties; 
contemplated by the 14th seotion of the organic law; and 
while upon this subject, your Committee would respectfully 
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mme to this House, Arthur Henrie; whose characięei and 
yalifications render him a very fit person to exercise the 
qust and execute any future orders, m conjunction with Mr. 
fieritt, as May originate from the Provisional Government 
‘fr their direction. 8 


D. C. BARRETT, Chairman. 
, D. PARKER, Committee. 

The foregoing report .was‘adopted. 

Mr. ie presented the following resolation; which was 
nopted: 

Resolved, that Jobn Torbes be and he is hereby appointed 
Commissioner in place of John Leplessier, for carrying 
nto effect the 14th section of the.organic-law of the Provis- 
inal Government, ‘and that a majority of the said Commis- 
goners Shall have full power to act, and that the papers and 
archives of the Land Offices and of ‘the Political Chief be 
laced by the said Commissioners itito the hands of John 
barbes and Arthur Henrie, ‘subject to the orders of the Pro- 
sional Government, and that Arthur Henrie be and is here- 
ly appointed a Collector of dues on lands, giving the neces- 
uty securities for faithful performance approved by said 
Commissioners. ie 
Mr. Barrett presented a petition from Johu J. Lina, for lib- 
ety to make reprisals for losses sustained; which was referred 
othe Committee on Finance. : 

: The communications’ from General Houston and P, Dim- 
it, which"accompanied the Governor’s Message this morn- 
ng, were referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. | 


Aa 
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On motion of Mr. Royall, a Committee of two were np- 


fae to wait on the Governor and learn what disposition 
been made of the resolution for fitting out General Mexia 
wd his command. ; 

Messrs. Royal and Parker were appointed that Committee. 
fees Parker presented the following resolutions; which were 
adopted: $ 7 

Peed: That the thanks of this House be tendered to 
Major Henrie of Nacogdoches for the great labor bestowed 
inmaking a schedule of the surveys of land returned to his 
Office, and bestowing the same gratuitously for the use of the 
Provisional Government of Téxas. 

Resolved, That said schedule be deposited in the Execu- 
ive Office, for the benefit of Texas. i 
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Mr. Hanks presented the following resolution; which was} 
adopted: E À 
Resolved, That the Governor be and he 18 hereby directed] 
to instruct our Foreign Agents to purchase seven hundred 
barrels flour, instead of three hundred and fifty barrels, ye4 
quired in the ordinance providing supplies for the army, . | 
Mr. Harris presented the following resolution; which was 
adopted: 
Resolved, that the Governor’ be directed to instruct thf 
Commissioners to the United States. to contract with one or 
more Bakers, for and on account of the Government, fo prow 
ceed to this plage or the Seat of Government, and reponi 
themselves to the Governor, . j 
Mr. Royall, from the Committee appomted to wait on the 
Governor, reported verbally that they had discharged tha 
duty and that the Governor would return the resolution with 
his views on the same to-morrow. 
On motion, the Council adjourned until 9 o'clock, to-mor 
row. = | 


Council Hann, San Fenire pe AUSTIN, 
‘ December 9, 1835. 


> NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met on the call of the President, who sub 
mtted ta the House a letter received by express from B. 
Milam and Edward Burleson, respecting the attack upon 
Bexar, on the morning of the 6th inst. asking for supplies of 
ammunition and reinlorcements of men; after the reading of 
the letter, F 

- Ou motion of Mr. Royall, it was résolved that the Governor 
he requested to issue his proclamation calling for voluntas, 
to proceed to the assistance of the army before Bexar. . 

A Committee of three, consisting of Messrs. Royall, Hank 
and Clements, were appointed to procure what powder au 
lead there are in‘town, and forward to the army immediately, 

A Committce of three, consisting of Messrs. Power, Wet 
and Kerr, were appointed to dispatch expresses to different 
sections for volunteers and ammunition. | 

A Committee of four, consisting of Messrs. Parker, Meni 
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je, Millard and Harris, were appointed to procure expresses 
nd horses, &c. l 
Qn motion, the Council adjéurned to 9 o'clockya. m. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met- pursuant to adjournment. 
| The reading of the journal was postponed until to-morrow. 
l The Executive Seeretary presented approved by the Gov- 
enor 2 x 
An ordinance and decree for raising an auxiliary volunteer 
aps, &c. Sa 

Mr Millard, from the Committee on Enrollments, presented 
sduly Enrolled, . 

A resolution authorising John Forbes and Arthur Henrie 
ptake charge of the Archives of the Land Offices, &e. in 
wacopdoches. - 
| Two resolutions, directing the Governor to give certain in~ 
auctions fo our Foreign Agents. s 
(On motion of Mr. Royall, the Council went into Secret 
ksion, and after’ some time spent therein, the doors were 
pned. l È : 
The President laid before the Council a communication 


searmy; which was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

| Mr. Clements, by leave, introduced an ordinance and decree 
tthe relief of Bartalome Pajes; which was read the first 
tme, 

On motion of Mr. Kerr, the rule of the House wag suspen- 
kl, and the ordinance read the second and third time; when 
b question was taken on its final passage and decided in the 
Ermative. So the ordinance passed. 

Mr. os presented the following resolution; which was 
konted: - 
zoei, that the Committee of ‘Safety of Liberty be 
muested to forward to this place, for the use of the Provis- 
wal Government, all the ammunition in their possession. ` 

f The Executive Secretary presented the following message 
an his Excellency the Governor. 


Exsecurive DEPARTMEN't or Texas. 
+ the Honorable President and Council : 


GentLemSn:—] herewith transmit tò your honorable body 
te following bills; which I have had under consideration : . 


vm James Chaplain and H., McHanks, on the situation of 
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The one authorising persons to be’appointed tô make pro- 
visions for General Mexia, &c. The bill, as it stands, I can 
not approve for the following reasons: i 

First—1 have no confidence in General Mexia co-operatin 
inthe smallest degree in our favor. That his intention to 
rnake a descent on the sea-ports West of us, for the purpose 
of robbing, to recorporate his own desperate fortune, I have 
no doubt, but ean see no possible advantage he would be 
Texas. What his designs or intentions really are, I have no 
right tö know. But really think it would be unwise to rm 
this Government to the expense nécessary to fit him out, 
without having any guarantee or contrul over him or his con- 
duct.. Furthermore, as thé bill runs, it would seem that the 
outfit would be made before this Government would he ad- 
vised of his plans. Besides, I consider it bad policy to fit 
outor trust Mexicans in any matter connected wlth our Gov- 
ernment, as I am well satisfied that we will in the end find 
them inimical and treacherous.’ For these’ and many other 
1eagsans not enumerated, I can not sign the bill. Three other, 
bills which I have transmitted to-youL have approved, | 

With sentiments, &e., &c5 ie 

I am Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, . 
` - HENRY SMITH, Governor. | 
December 9, 1835. ~ i 


The Council proceeded to consider the resolution returned 
by the Governor, viz: “A resolution authorising William Pet- 
tus aud T. F. McKinney to, fit out Géneral Mexia and ks 
command.” The resolution together with the objections were 
read; when the question wag put: *‘Shall this resolution pass, 
the veto of the Governor ip the contrary notwithstanding?” 

The ayes and noes being desired, stood as follows: 

AYES.—Messrs. Menifee, Barrett, Clements, Parker, Mill- 
ard, Harris, Hanks, Royal, Kerr, West, Padilla, Power, 
Westover. Ayes, 14. ' j e 

So the ordinance was passed by a constitutional majonty. 

Mr. Millard from the Committee on Enrollments, presented 
as duly Enrolled,— ; 

An ordinance and decree for the relief of Bartolome Paks 

Mr. Barrett presented the account of Don Juan Sopa 
for supplies for volunteers; which was referred to the Com 
mittee of Finance. 


5 


‘ 133 


On motion the Council adjourned to 9’clock to-morrow 
morning. 


Councir-Hatt, Saw FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
December 10th, 1835. R 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. Me 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journals of the proceedings of the 8th and 9th inst. 
were read. - 

The Executive Secretary presented approved by the Gov- 
emor, an ordinance and decree to provide for the outfit and 
contingent expenses of our Foreign Agents to the United 
Sates of the North. 

Mr. Millard presented the following resolution; which was 
adered to lie on the table. =~ 

Resolved, that the General Council is incompetent to act 
ii any Way upon the appointment of William H. Wharton, 
a commissioner to the United States of the North, and that 
this Council can only expeet Mr. Wharton to fulfil the appoint- 
ment made by the General Consultation. 

Mr. Menifee submitted a letter from Mosely Baker, Esq. 
respecting the situation of the volunteer army; which was 


On motion of Mr. Barrett, Col. Rusk was invited within 
te bar to give his views respecting the situation of the vol- 
uteer army. Col. Rusk extlained at length the situation of 
he volunteers, and urged upon the Council the necessity of 
ieir being relieved immediately. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, it was resolved, that a commit- 
te of three be appointed to prepare an address to the people 
a the subject. 

The President appointed Messrs. Barrett, Royall and Mil- 
ud that committee. 

„Ôn motion of Mr. Barrett, Col. Rusk was requested to as- 
sit the committee in preparing the address. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the Couneil proceeded to con- 
sider the ordinance and decree for altering and changing the 
ramer of drawing drafts on the Treasurer, returned by the 
Governor on the 6th inst. with his objections. The ordinance 
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and the objections having been read, the question wag taken. | 
Shall this ordinance now pass, the veto of the Governor to the | 
contrary notwithstanding? 
The ayes and noes being demanded, were as follows: | 
AYES—Messrs. Menitee, Barrett, Parker, Millard, Harts | 
Hanks, Kerr, West, Padilla, Powers, Ayers, Westover—i9, 
NOLS—Messrs. Clements and ltoyall.—2. l 
Eo the ordinance passed by a constitutional majority, 
Mr. Hartis presented the following resolution; which was | 
adopted: ° : 
‘ Whereas the Provisional Government of Texas, have re | 
ceived information of which there is no doubt, that the ene. $ 
my have large reinforcements on the road to our frontiers, | 
with whom there is forty thousand dollars in money, and ifthe | 
sameis not cut off, or prevented from uniting with the forces 
now at Bexar, our small but patriotic army will be compels 
ed to retire, being overpowered by four times their numbers] 
therefore, be it resolved by the General Council of the Pro 
yisional Government of Texas, that General Mexia be, and 
he is hereby invited, together with the brave officers and men 
under his command, to repair immediately to Bexar by the 
way of Goliad, and there co-operate with the volunteer anny 
of the people. 
Resolved, that an express be dispatched immediately to 
General Mexia, with a copy of this resolution. 
~ Mr. Powers tendered his services to wait on General Mex 
ia with the resolution. 
Mr. Royall presented the following resolution; which was 
adopted: 
Be itresolved, That the services of Col, Power be accept: 
ed, and that he be requested to repair immediately to Velaso, 
ör any other point, and wait on General Mexia, with a copy 
of the resolution passed this day, requesting General Mesia 
to proceed to Bexar, and to accompany the expedition and 
extend all the aid in his power, with authority to draw on thief 
Government for any amount of moncy necessary in forward- 
ing the objects of suid resolutions, s 
On motion, the Council adjourned to 8 o'clock, p.m 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. Me 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment, M 
Mr. Parker, from the select committe appointed to providg | 
expresses for the army, &¢.; presented the following report: 
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Your comunittee tu whom was referred the duty of prepar” 
ing horses for expresses to the army now at Bexar, report 
ihe riders for the express being provided for, only a horse tò 

ack the anmunition was wanting, which Jack was supplied 
ly Doctor Charles B. Stewart; in the Hberal and prompt ten- 
der of his borse, (an excellent good ane) which was accepted, 
and the horse Justantly putin service. A plain Spanish sad- 
dle for packing was got from Johnson and Winborn, for the 


ame purpose. , 
D, PARKER, Chairman 

The foregoing report was accepted. 

Mr. Hauks stated that Mr. Hoxie resigned his scat in the 
Cwncil. ‘The resignation was accepted. l 

On motion of Mr. Hanks, it was resolyed that the Governor 
renotitied of the vacaucy occasioned by the resignation, of 
Nt, Hoxie, and that he be required to give notice to Asa 
Wicholl of Washington, that his attendance is required in 
te Council. are . 

The President stated that Mr. Wharton resigned his seat 
athe Councils which was accepted, When it was resolved 
hat the Governor be notified of the resignation, and notify 
lwin Waller of Brazoria that his attendance is required in 
‘is Council, to supply the place of Mr. Wharton. 

Mr. Barrett, from the select co nmittee to prepare an ad- 
teas &e., repurted the following address and resolutions: 

Po the people of Texas >t 

We, the undersigned, having been appointed by the Gener- 
Council of Texas, a commitioe for the purpose of drafting 
maddress to you, and preparing resolutions on the subject 
four gallant army now before Bexar, approach this subject 
wth great diffidence, and under a full view of the deep res- 
paaibility which rests upon ns, in the discharge of this im- 
mrtant duty. 

It is wot necessary for ua to vo baek and trace the gauses 

ith have led us in the defence of our constitutional rights, 
mo th present war with the minions of a tyrant. Itis suf 
kient that we are now in the war, and that a noble and he» 
webund, composed of our fellow citizens, and disinterested 
wrine from the United States of the North, are now in an 
Epmsod and critical situation, before the walls of a strong 

ress of the enemy, ang have, ne you will see by the accom- 
Raying letter! vie fetter of B. R, Milam and Edward Bur. 
šm of December 6th) made an appeal to vou throtel > 
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Council, for ammunition and reinforcements, They are con. 
tending without the necessary munitions of war, and without 
the usual comforts extended to armies, against a force mote 
than equal in number to them, and who are well supplied 
- with ammunitions and strongly fortified. And from inform. 
ation of a positive character in our possession, the enemy will 
be, if they have not been already reinforced by large number, 
If your army is not immediately reinforced, they will he 
forced to retreat or be slaughtered. Will you abandon thi 
army, who have marched to the field of danger at the firy 
tocsm of alarm? Will you give the enemies of the constitu. 
tion, and the hireling slaves of a tyrant, the first victory)~ 
liWill you destroy the last hopes of the “Liberals” of the Mex 
ican Republie? T Will you disappoint the expectations of your 
friends? Will you compromise your own honor? Will you 
expose the defenceless women and children of the frontier w 
the ravages of an enemy, whose’only check to their conduc, 
is the extent of their power? No, you will not! Rise uy, 
then, with one accord, and shoulder your rifles, march tothe 
field of battle, and teach the hirelings of a tyrant that they oan 
not battle successfully with citizen freemen. 
Contractors have been dispatched in different direction, 
and supplies and animunitions are on their way to the army, 
We therefore propose the following resolutions: 


ea BARRE E ehi 
z HENRY MILLARD, $ Commitee 


Be it resolved by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That it is most earnestly and urgent 
ly recommended to our fellow-citizens, promptly to volunteer 
and repair to the camp before Bexar, to unite with the diti- 
zen army now there, in saving our country from a long aud 
bloody war by the speedy reduction of that post. 

Be it further resolved, that, J. W. Fannin, junior, and 
Thomas J. Rusk be appointed, and they are hereby appoint 
ed by the General Council aforesaid, forthwith to proceed, 
the one upon the east side of the Trinity, the other upon the 
west side, for the purpose of collecting reinforcements, and 
have them enrolled for service thirty days, in separate corp, 
for aiding in the reduction of Bexar: Provided, that each 
corps shall elect its own officers in number according with the 
regular army, and all be under the direction of the volunteer 
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commander in the field: And also provided, that the said 
‘yqlunteers shall receive the same pay and immunities as the 
most favored soldiers of the country. 

Beit further resolved, that the aforesaid J. W. Fannin, jr. 
md Thomas J. Rusk, be and are hereby constituted agents 
orcontractors for supplying ammunitions, provisions and other 
necessaries for carrying into effect these resolutions, and they 
or either of them are hereby vested with full powers, to pur 
chase any and all articles necessary for said volunteers, upon 
ihe faith of the Provisional Government, or if not otherwise 
tbe ‘procured to take such articles, and to press horses, 
tams, Waggons or vessels for transportation, into the public 
service, giving receipts or appraisements for all such takings 
o empressments, and the said agents may appoint public 
tore keepers and sub-agents at their discretion, and issue to 
ha troops so volunteering, as they may deem necessary and 
the interest of the Government, in all cases taking the prop- 
a vouchers for their acis. 

Be it further resolved, that the said agents or contractors 
shall keep the Council regularly advised of their proceedings 
ad of whatever in their opinion may be required of the Gen- 
eal Council, to give aid and comfort to all the brave volur- 
wers now in the field, in their country’s service. po’ 

Be it further resolved, that the preceding report and reso- 
tions be printed and circulated throughout ‘Texas. 

Resolved, that this House appoint the following persons to 
wt in concert with Col, Fannin for carrying into effect the 
objects of the Above resolutions. 


For Coles’ Settlement, H. Chriesman. 
" Washington, Joln Lott. 
" New Years Greek, Philip Coe. 
« Mill Creek, Samuel Pettus, 
_& San Felipo, ° Mosely Baker. 


J. S. Lester. 
33 ¢ i 
Colorado, Jesse Burnham. 


rs Bi ce ; William Thompson, 
Navidad and ? Elijah SAPE 


Labacca, A. McCair 
* Menifee, 3 Thomas Rabb, 
“ Fort Settlement, Randall Jones, 
“ East of Brazos, - W, Walker. 
« Lake Creek, James J. Foster. 


L” 
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The foregoing report and resolutions having been read, 
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Harrisburg, 
Columbia, 
Brazoria, 

Bay Prairie, ? 


Gonzales, 
Spring Greck, 
Mina, 


were adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Royall, if was resolved that an express 
be dispatched, iinmediately after the printing of the address 
and resolutions, to Col, Tannin, and request his immediate 


attention, 


Messrs. Parker and Royall were appointed to fit out the 


express. 


ir. Barrett presented the account of Juan Jewett whirl 
was referred to the committee on finance, 
On motion the Council adjourned to 7 o'clock, p.m, 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Millard presented the following resolutions which wi 
adopted. 
Resalvec 
ernment of Texas, That the Treasurer of the Provision 
Fovernment be authorized, aud is hereby required ta draw 
on Messrs. McKinney and Williams, in favor of Messrs. Be 
ker and Bordens, for the sum of five hundred and ninety: 
three dollars and seventy-five cents, taking duplicate recoiph 
for said acecunt, said amount being for printing done for tle 
Provisional Government, as per bill rendered, passed and 
allowed by the General Concil, 
_ Mr. Millard asked leave to withdraw the report of the cote 
mittee of finance, on the account of M. M. Stephens an 
Thomas Bray; which was laid on the table, November 43t 


v 


- 


Leave was granted. 


+ 


Mr. West From the select committee to dispatch expressis 


resented the followine report: 
4 


Your committee whose duty it w 
to different sections of the conutry fer volunteers, and aw 
munition for the immediate relief of the army of the peopl 
now before Bexar, respectfully report, that we have prevails 


l hy the General Council of the Provisional Go 


E. Matther. 

W, D, C, Halt, 

J, L. D. Byrom, 
Daniel Rawl, 

R. H. Williams. 
William A. Matthews, 
Abram Roberts. 

L. C. Cunningham. 


SUVEN O'CLOCK, P M. 


1 


% 
as to dispatch express: 


189° i 
sih Doctor Hoxic to proceed to the tawn of Wa-hington, to 
wardon im mediately fitteen kegs of powder and some leads 
ihe quantity not known, and that Doctor J. TI. Forsyth has 
gated to Liberty and Beaumont forammauition. That your 
smmittee has been informed that there ts at the former place, 
dat kegs of powder and some lead, snd six or eight kegs 
ifpowder and some lead at the latter places all of which we 
iave no hesitation in saying will soon be on the road to Bexar. 
ind your committee fucther state, that the above, named’ 
aullomen will get as many volunteers as possible, to march 
‘rthwith to Besar - 
CG. WEST, Chairman. 
Tho foregoing repart was acecpterl. : 

Qa motion of Mr. Barrett, the House proceeded to consider 
he two reports from the select conunittee, respecting a con- 
vation ud on the table on the 7th insty after some discus- 
‘othe report of the majority, and the resolutions for eall- 
ag acouvention to meet on the first of March, 1886, were 
alopted aud passed. 

Mr, Millard from the committee m enralbnents, reported 
silaly enrolled, “a resolution authorizing the Treasurer to 
daw on MeKinney and Williams ia fiver of Baker and Bor- 


My Hanks from the committee on military aifiics, presented 
ġe following report: ; 

Your committee, to whom was referred the letter of Capte 
P, Diatit, together with the intereepted chenlar from Mati- 
wars, and the letter of the late commandant et Le Pantie- 
ho, have had the sau.e wader consideration. nad the Infornma- 
wn given to us from the communications, are of such an im- 
prtant uature as to require the immediate action of the Gen- 
inl Council. f 

Your committee would recommend the importance of 
“tengthening the position prenpiod by Capt. Dimit at Goliad, 
Iysending reinforcements immediately to his aid, were it 
mt that the volmteer army of the people of Texas, requires 
ithe men and ammunition that can he raised, in order to 
aptain them in their present position before Bexar, Tt is 
important for the safety and protection of Texas to keep pos- 
Wion of the military post at Goliad. And from the last 
ramnnigation received from the volunteer army near Bexar 
by expresa, informing us that three hundred of onr troops had 
thon possession of a part of San Antonio and were in want 
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- of men and ammunition to sustatu the position they had gain. 
ed, and that the central troops under the command of Gen, 
eral Cos were daily expecting a large reinforcement unde, 
the command of Col. Ugartechea. Therefore, your commit 
tee is of opinion that Captain Dimit need not apprehend 
any danger of an attack by the superior number of centy 
troops under command of Col. Ugartechea at present. 

Agents have been dispatched to New Orleans for the pu. 
pose of purchasing and forwarding as early as possible, py. 
visfons and supplies for the army. All that your committe 
can recommend for the relief of Captain Dimit in the presen 
emergency, is the adoption of the following resolution: 

Be it resolved by the General Council, that John Pagan 
be, and he is hereby appointed a commissary, and that the 
said commissary be and he is hereby authorized and em 
powered to purchase provisions and such supplies, as th 
company of troops under the command of Capt. Dimit y 
Goliad requires; and that orders be drawn upon the Provi 
ional Government for the same by said commissary: Provi. 
ded nevertheless, said provisions cannot be purchased, the 
said commissary be, and he is hereby authorized to press the 
same for the use of said troops. - 

Be it further resolved, that a certified copy of this repon 
and resolutions, and of the communication last received from 
the commander of the volunteer army before Bexar, be fur 
nished by the Secretary ofthe General Council and forward 
ed to Capt. Dimit, commandant at Goliad, and also a copy of 
the resolution inviting General Mexia to co-operate with th 
volunteer army of the people near Bexar, by way of Go 
liad. 

, ' WYATT, HANKS, Chairman, 
l x AE ed 
i a ROYAL I Committee, 

The foregoing report and resolutions having been reed, 
were adopted. i 

Mr. Barrett submitted a communication from Hugh Frazer, 
in prison at Goliad; when the following resolution was 
adopted: 

Resolved that Capt. Dimit be directed to discharge Mr 
oe or to send him to this place, with the charges againa 

im. 

On motion, the Council adjourned to 9 clock to-morrow 

morning, 
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Counc, HALL, San FFLILE pe AUSTIN, 
December 11th, 1835. 
NINE O'CLOCK, Ar M 
The Council met pursuant to adjournment. . ` 

The Journals of yesterday's proceedings having been 
ad, Mr. Royall presented as duly enrolled, 

Anordinance and decree establishing and imposing duties 
of imposts and tonnage, and for other purposes.” 

Mr. Millard from the committee on enrollments, presented 
duly enrolled, 

: A resolution for calling a convention to meet on the first 
iyol March, 1836. tO 

by leave. General Houston submitted 2 proclamation, which 
was about to issues which was read and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, it was resolved, that the com- 
yitee on military affairs be instructed to prepare a supple- 
ntal ordinance inereasing the bounty of soldiers of the 
agular army to 800 avres of land, and 24 dollars in money, 
wa half to be paid when mustered into service, and the other 
wif three months after. 

Mr. Barrett presented as duly enrolled, 

The ordinance and decree establishing a post office de- 

ment, together with an additional section, fixing the com- 
pnsation of the Post Master General; which was adopted as 
mrt of the ordinanee. ° 

Mr. Millard moved that Messrs. Barrett and Padilla be 
sided to the committee appointed some days since, to dratt 
maddress to the Mexican people, which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr, Millard, it was resolved, that the Council 
rill this evening, at half past six o'clock, proceed to elect the 
ompany officers for five companies of artillery of the regu- 
iw army, and also the municipal officers of San Patricio, 

Mr. Harris, from the committee to prepare an addresg to 
tt Mexican people, reported an addres’ in the Spaniab 
hnguaye prepared by Mr, Padilla, of which-the following is 
translation; 

The General Council of the Provisional Government of Teras 
wike Mexican people. 

The people of Texas have taken up arms in defence of their 
rights and liberties, menaced by the attacks of military des- 
Mim, and to sustain the republican principles of tho con- 
titution of 1624, The Maxicuu nation ought to be fully in- 
Armed on this subject, in order to vorrect the falschooly eir- 
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culated by the Centralists, who have attempted to calumnate 
the Texians by giving to the revolution here, a character ye 
different fiom the true one, and painting it in the blackey 
colors. 

Texas has solemnly declared her principles in the dega. 
ration af 7th November last, made by its representatives, and 
has called Gad to witness the sincerity and pwity of her in. 
tentions. The*people of Texas could not have acted in any 
other manner, and every fieeman would have done the same 
who appreciates his own dignity and was able to resist sla 
very. : Ne 

Texas was left without anv government, owing to the im 
prisonment und dispersion of the Fsecutive and Legislative 
authorities of the state by the military Centralists, and every 
thing was rapidly falling mto anarchy and ruin, Ut certainly 
was not the fault of the Texians that this state of things ex 

Listed. They were living in peace when the revolutionary 
flame reached their homes, their situation may be compared 
to that ofa peaceful village that is suddenly assailed by a fo 
tious kurncane, which menaces ruin and death, from which 
the inhabitants seek safety by any means in their powe., 
without being in any manner censurable for the impending 
danger, nor for trying to shield themselves fiom its effects. 
The truth is, that a storm which originated elsewhere, threat 
eved to involve them in its desolating ravages. They with 
to save themsulves as they have a right to do, by the law of 
nature. 

Faithful to their oatlis, they wished to defend the constitu 

- ton, and for this their enemies have declared a war of exter 
termination against them, and are trying-to deceive the liber. 
al Mexicans with false reports that their objects are different 
from those expressed in the betore-mentioned declaration 
God kuows this to bea malicious calumny, circulated {or the 
purpose of consolidating centralism, by trying to unite the 
Federalists in its ranks against their friends the Texians. 

Very dearly indeed have the Texians acquired their Lomes 
in this country, which but a short time since was a wilder 
ness infested by hostile indians. Tt is just and natural thal 
they should wish to preserve them, in couformity with the 
guarantees of the Federal compact under which they were se 
quired, It i. equally so, that they should obey the first law 
which God has stamped upov the heart of man civilized or 
Sauvage, which is selfpreservation, 
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The Texidns have thor efoye taken up arms in the defence 
oftheir constitutional rights, in fulfilment of their duties tothe 
Yevican confederation and of the most sacred obligations to 
homselves. ; 

They have organized a Provisional local Government, to 
novide for their security as a part of the Mexican.confedera- 
ua should it again be re-established. Can it be-possible that 
te whole nation will declare war againstus because we wish 
neomply with our obligations in faver of the constitution, 
ud because we wish to defend the rights which God has 
“ven to man, and which the Mexican nation has solemnly 
maranteed to us? No, it cannot bebelieved. The free Mexi- 
ang are not unjust, and they will take partiu our tiwon 

To ams theu patriotic Mexicans. The Texians although a 
aroung people, invite and call you tothe contest which it is the 
uy ofall to sustain against the perjured centralists, separate 
swe have done from the Central Goverament, and declare 
anal war against it, let us sustain the federal compact, re~ 
wre the federal system and firmly establish the liherties and ` 
sppiness of our country, In this great work you will re- 
vive did and assistance from the Texians, so thr as their 
iaited resources will permit, as they have offered in the 
xmd article of their declaration. 

The foregoing address having been read, it was re- 
adved that it be signed by the officers of the Council, and 
ithe members present, and that 500 copies be printed in 
anish, and 200 copies in English. 

When it was signed as follows: 


D. C. Barrett, James W. Robinson, Lieut. Gov. 
William Menitee, and Ex Officio of G. Co'l, 
Claiborne West, eo Wiliam P. Harris, 
J. D. Clements, J. A. Padilla, 
Wyatt Hanks, James Power, 
Henry Millard, James Kerr, 
Daniel Parker, * Ira Westover, 
È, M. Pease, I Ayres, 
Secretary. R. R. Royall. 


hr. Barrett presented the following resolution; which was 
pted unanimously: : * 

Resolved by the General Council of the Provisional Gov- 
ment of Toxas, That our highly esteemed and patriotic 
llow-vitizen, General Stephen I". Austin, being again about 
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to leave his country, to subserve her interests, and gives 
higher tone to her destinies in the land of our nativity, as the 
friend and public agent of Texas, that the grateful res 
of this Council for themselves and in bebalf of their fellow 
citizens of Texas, be tendered to General Austin, and thy 
in rendering this just tribute of affection, we are impressed 
with a deep sense of his past sufferings and privations, while 
laboringin our case and for our good in the city of Mesin, 
and sympathise in his afflictions and almest broken cong. 
tution, consequent upon a long and painful confinement, for 
holdly standing forth for the rights of Texas, in the stro 
hold,of her oppressor, and that we congratulate our cou 
in being possessed of such an agent to represent us a 
the free sons of the North, in whose aid we repose our strong. 
est hopes, in our present conflict for freedom and existens, 
and that we extend te him the hand of parting love and gree: 
ing, with hopes of his success and speedy return to the bosm 
of his grateful countrymen: And that a copy of this resolution 
signed by the officers and members of the General Council 
be presented to General Austin before he departs from us 
accomplish the wishes and hopes of his friends, 
` The foregoing was signed and presented to General Aut 
tin. 

On motion the Council adjourned to 3 o’clock p. m. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. Ms 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Executive Secretary presented the following meag 
from his Excellency the Governor: 


Execuriwve Detarrment or Texas 


To the Honorable, the President, and 
Members of the Legislative Council: 
Gentrmmuy—lI herewith transmit to your honorable bods 
a communication from Capt. Dimit, commander of the volir 
teer forces at Goliad, witli an order annexed in favor of tt 
person therein named. The document will shew for itsi 
and your body will make such disposition of it as the circum 
stances of the case may ste 
Respecttully, 
i Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
HENRY SMITH, Governo 
Austin, Dec. 10th, 1836. 
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gelener alluded! to ia the abové mlssige; was referred 
eiecommittee On finanves tis. 7 oS : 
“Phe House took up the ordinance and «decree - regulatin 
ie Treasury, and directing the course to be pursued with 
wounts thereon} which'was read the second time, when on 
Beton of Mr. Clements, the’ordinanée was committed to a 
alet committee af three, a Ta a 

Messrs. Clementa; Royall and? Parker ‘were appointed 
k committee. “ee Nr oS AS 
Me. Millard frour the committee onfivance, made a verbal 
meats recommending that “Chomas Bray's cconnt for ywer- 
paix dollars and seventy-five cents, and the balance of M, 
ESteven’s account, forty-thive dollars, be allowed; which 
pert wus accepted. © C > en nn 
Wit’ Millard’ presented the following Yesolution, which was 


devolved, There shall be appointed by the President, a 
wading committee of public accounts, to consist of pne 
mbar ftom exch-of the principal stardiie comithittens, ex- 
wot the committee of finance, with the chief clerk of ‘un 
ema and judiciary and finance committees, who shall act as 
dak or senretary of said contmittee of public accounts. ` 
kahallbe the further duty of said committee to receive, 
ditand register said accounts, etitering jn a book to bé pur- 
kasod for that purpiose, the title and afount of britt accounta, 
wach a manner as to show their Rituation, at any particular 
we whether passed, rejected or'under consideration, aud 
mortupion the same to the Council, as lotten as twiee in 
ery week, say Wednesday and Satarday. ** wee 
Wesaré. Royall, Parker," West and’, Kerr wero appuinted 
matcommittee. © Pas ee sri 
Mr ne ve appointed to the standing -coppittge ou 
ae and judiciary. sane A ee cas, l 
| the resclation offered by Mr. Millard ahd Jaid of {hè table 
Peerday, was taken up dnd amendétl go as to read As Di- 
ws, when it wag adopted: th 
Risolve, Phat this Council is invorfpetent’ toget in day 
Ay od the appointment of William I.. Whgrtoh, as com, 
Padonor tothe United States of thy North 00 

Mi Kerr presented the" fohowtng’ resolulióps “high | wre 
ud and Taidon the tables. ; Rane Cee 
Resolved, ‘That thate shall bo abpoiAted by, the onerat 
wacil, one Judge Advocate General, for ‘the armies o 
m 


' 
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Texas, with.the rank,.pay and. emoluments of Colonel inthe} 
line, whose duties shall be the same as that of Judge Adv 
ae General, in the United States of North Ameria; in ting 
oware o, Cr os | eh ky PO 
The House then proceeded to consider the ordinance am 
decree, granting a bounty in land to certain volunteers inthe 
army of the people of Texas. f La 4 
Mr. Parker offered an, additional section to the ordinance 
which was rejected. WE 
The ordinance was then izad a third time, Ahen the meg 
tion was taken on its final passage and .devided in the sti, 
ative. Sothe ordinance passed... . . at 
On motion; Messrs. Kerrand West were appointed a cop, 
mittee to wait on the Governor and request. him to retur y 
this House,.an ordinance and deci¢e establishing and m. 
posing duties of impasis and tonnage, and for other purpassa 
for the purpose of filling a blank which was neglected onite 
passage — ` p» Pa a, a 
On mation, the Council adjourned to halt past six oeei 
Pte e ie Lae “Pas : a U a 


u aa 


| HALF PAST SIX O'CLOCK, P 
» 3 to ra ITE O E \ 
The Council met pursuant to adjournment, , 
Mr. Kerr from’ the coinmitteé appointed tọ wait on thf 
Governor, reported ‘verbally that they had, discharged dy 
duty, ‘and presented the ordinance to the House, . 


» 


. ° Ox motion’ of Mr. Barrett, the blank in the ordinance yay 
filled with 10,000 dollars, = 00 0, a a 
Mr. Hanks fromthe select committee appointed to, proe 
aud forward ammunition'to Bexar, presented the Plo 7 
report: | ae a ee ae l 
The committee who was appointed to purchase and pa 
cure ammunition for the volunteer army of the people beb 
Bexar, respectfully reports, that the following quantity 
lead and powder has been obtained for their use. wd 
| Bought of Joseph Urban, 2 kegs Dupont’s powder.at ‘flee 


a 


Bought of donas eg ginpowdan TK 
jought of Jones & Townsend, 1 unpowder, 14 
“of Joshua Fletcher, 1 keg ganged i À 

And a part of a keg of gunpowder was presented wi 
Government of Texas, as a donation by Mr. Bekhuyle, andl 
pounds of lead. ~~ er = 


s i 
t foe 
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Received also'of John’ B. Johnson, 12 pounds of powder, 
or which he bas presented no account. 

Your committee” represents unto the General Council that 
heforegoing quantity of powder and lead hasbeen sent as 
gas directed, to the volunteer army before Bexar, by Dr. 
faley and ‘Thomas MeDonald-with the exception of the half 
eg as by. Mr. Schuyle, which: remains subject to 
r orders. 0h a Lot velate l 


y 


©oa ota WYATT.HANKS, Chairman. 


| The foregoing report was accepted. 

Mr. Barrett presented the.account.of Joseph Grimes, which 
«referred tothe committee of finances — 0" 

The resolution presented by Mr. Kerr and laid on the table 
ws afternoon respecting the office of Judge Advocate Gen- 
ml, was taken up and passed, > > 

Da motion, the Counei i 


il went iuta secret session on the elec- 
mof certain officers agreeably to resolution, and after some 
we spent therein; thé doarg were opened, when so much of 
pprocoedings as relates to elections was ordered to be en- 
ted on the public jotrnals, and was as follows: 

On motion, the House proceeded to elect collectors for the 
mal Ports of Texas; = > 4 

‘On the nomination of Mr. Millard, Samuel Rogers wae 
pected Collector for the Port of Sabine. 

Mr. Harris nominated George M. Patrick. for Collector of 
k Port of: Galveston. Á 

My. Barrett nominated William P. Harris, when proceed- 
dio hallott, and William P. Harris was duly elected Col- 
mor for the Port of Galveston, ~- | , 

We. Hanks nominated William S. Fisher r Collector of 
‘Port af Brazos; who wag duly elected ‘to that office. 

Mr. Royall nominated George M. Collingsworth for Collet- 
rf the Port of Matagorda, who was duly elected. 

Mr. Clements nominated Edward Gritton for Collector of 
kthe Port of Copano; who was duly elected. ` j 
Lewis Ayres and John J. Lynn were put m nomination for 
bieclor of the Port of La Vaca; when the ballots were 
patel, there were for 


Lewis Ayres = = += 6 votes 
John J. binn - ~ ~~. - +  § votes, 


~ 
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Whereupon Lewis Ayres was deal ed- dyly-ele 4 
lector for the Port of La Vaca. _ 5 veh sted ot l 
ie House then sprageded. to deei a Post, Master. Gen. i 
eral. l 
Qn the nomination: of Mr. Barrett, Foia Re Tone Was 
inanimoirsly elected Past “Mastèr General. - 
‘The House, then- proceeded’ to ballot, for, five tants af 
artillery, when George W, Poe, Robert L. Mortis, James as 
ie Joh ‘A. Veatch and; James Cheshire were duly | 
elected. | 
The House then proceeded ta ballot for Dea lienten- : 
ahts of artillery;. when Joseph Bonnell; 'A. H. Jones, 
min G. Wallace, Samuel G. -Hanksiand ‘Francis ‘White, were 
duly elected.” i | 
Phe House: then pean ey ballot: for con second lief 
tenants of Artillery; when Ashmore Edwards, Thomas Jf 
Stansbury, John W. Bunton, Monroe Edwards and Dupald§ 
McFarland, were duly elected::. 
The: House then, praceeded'ta ballot for hee. third lentes 
ants or artillery; when Pryor:Bryan, John. P..Borden, George 
oe Prestor Savory and: Robert L- Redding, were daly 
electe < 
The Housethen proceeded to elect ad ndge Advocate Gen 
eral, under the resolution passed this day. - a 
On the nomination of Mr. Hanks, D, G. “Barret mif 
unanimously elected.. . > 
The House then proceeded fo elect Judges and Con 
sioners for Q organizing’ the militia for the tame! palilyef 
Patricio. 
On the nomination of Mr. Ayres, Taa McGlowan wa 
elected First Judge and John Turner was elected Setòni 
Judge for the municipality of San, Patricio. 
On the nomination of Mr. Ayres, Johy Turner, Jobn Glow: 
an, and Daniel A. Boyle were élected Commissioners fof gr 
ganizing the militia for the municipality of San Patricia. 
Qn motion of Mr. Barrett, 250 capies of the proclamation 
of General Houston, were ordered to be printed for, the i 
of the Council. 
On motion, the Council adjourned to 9 o'clock, ta-mortow 


morning, 
on E. M. PEASE, Secretary. 
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x % 3 


~ % 
g a > b 


0 Couxctu-Hats,s San BUPE DE AUSTIN, } ` 
©ea ‘December, 12th, -1835,. a. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met, pursùant to adjournment. 

The journal ‘af' yesterday was read. ; 
Ou motion of Mr. Millard, so much of thé secret-session, 
apto this date, as relates to the elevtion of officers, was or- 
fered to be spread ‘upén the-public journals of thé Council, 


< 


yhen’ written out. * : . 

Mr. Millard; from the committe enrollments, presented 
a duly entolled, © * o5 bo o? . 

‘ ‘kw ordinanee and‘decree, granting’ a bounty in land to cer- 
wit volunteers in‘the-army of the people of ‘Texas. ‘~ 
$ à resolution authorizing Colonel Powers to aid ìn fitting out 
General Mexiai `> ata ba COo ota s -7 

4 resolution requesting General Mexia and his ‘command 
k repair to Bexar, &e’ aTa ; 

The Executive Secretary ' presented, approved by the Got- 
mor, “an ordinahće and decree establishing “and imposing 
tutes of imposts and tonhage,-and for other purposes.” 

Mir. Ayies ‘verbally tendered his resignation as a member 
af this Council, from San Patricio} which was accepted. 

Ou motion of Mre Barrett, Mr. MeMullin was admitted as 
vmember of this Council from San Patricio, in place of Mr. 
ves. “Mr. MeMaullin having taken the oath prescribed by 
it organic law,-fook his seat as a member of the Council. ` 

Mr. MeMulten was appothted tothe committee on finance. 
Ya motion of Mr. Westover, resolved, that we forthwith 
winto the election of oie third lieutenant of artillery, and 
me second lieutenant of infantry, to fill the vatancies ocen- 
smed by the promotion of lieutenants Poe and Wallace. 

‘hr, Harris nominated Nathaniel J. Dobie, and “Mr. West- 
wer nominated Walter: Lambert, for third lieutenant of ar- 
Wery, < a a 5 

Tie ballots being received and counted, there were for 
Walter Lambert, seven votes, aad far Nathaniel J. Dobie, five 
tes: whereupon Walter Lambert was declared duly elected 
hird Heutenant of artillery. 

Mi. Clements nominated Henry Fisher for-secdnd Reuten- 
ant of infantiy; when the role was suspended, and Henry 
m“ 


x 
{ wy Ff A, 4 


2 150 


Fisher was unanimously elected second lieutenant of Infan. 

try. , , 
The President submitted the followingletter from Generi $ 
Austin, in reply to`the resolution passed by the House yester. $ 
day. : 


_, .. San Ferree DE AUSTIN, )- 
"December Lith, 4825. ? 
- GENTLEMEN: — or touts any & 
. I have received, with the most lively emotions of grats | 
tude, the resolution passed by the honorable Council this day, 
expressing its respect for my acts as thé public agent of Tey. } 
as, to Mexico in 1833, and kind. wishes far my health and | 
success on the important mission to the United States. Noth 
ing bat obedience to. the call of the. Representatives of the | 
people, which is due from every citizen when tle country ġ | 
in danger, could have induced me to leave here at go critical | 
atime as this, or to have seperated from the volunteer army: | 
¿A crisis has arrived in the affairs of Texas. L am of opin- § 
‘ion that the people ought to form a constitution, and organze $ 
a permanent Government, without delay, in conformity with 
the declaration, of the seventh of November last, especially | 
with the fifth article, and without making any change in the J 
-principles of that declaration. This ean only be done bya § 
Convention of Texas, elected on ihe basis of equality of rep- § 
resentation so far as possible to obtain-it. . 
I must take thìs oceasion to express my thanks for the} 
measures lately adopted ta sustain the volunteer army now:ia | 
the field, and also for the aid which has been given to the na 
tive, Mexican forees of the federal party, in conformity with | 
the second article of the declaration of the seventh-of No | 
vember last. I consider these measures to be the most im 
portant that could have. been adopted at this time. 

With the highest respect, and the most ardent wishes ior 
the prosperity and happiness of our country, under a constitu: | 
ional and permanently organized Government, I have the 
honor to present my best wishes for the health of the members 


>: 
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- of the Council, individually. 7 |... < ` 
i ; . And to remain their most _ 
Sa - Obedient servant, . 


z 3 S. F. AUSTIN. l 
‘Eo the President and Members a 
of the Honorable CouncH, - 
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| On motion of Mre Harris, resolved, that a copy-of the res- 
olution, together with General Austin’s reply, be furnished the 
pntersof the Telegraph,’ for publication, ** --° i 
‘Mr. Royall offered a resolution for establishing correspon- 
dence with agents in the United States; which was referred 
wa select commuttee.of three., mn 
Messrs. Royall, Barrett and McMullen were appointed the ` 
committee. at a eg ~~ i 
Mr. Hanks offered thé following resolution; which was 
adopted: . : : 
Be itiesolyed by the General Council, that the Secretary 
of the General Couitcil bé; and is hereby required to ‘furnish 
the commander-in-chief of the regular army of Texas, with 
alist of the officers elected’for the regular army, and their 
place of residence; said place of residence to be ascertained 
asneatlyas possible from’ the member or members of the 
General Council ‘recommeriding them, and a list of all the con- 
tractors where and when appointed, together with a capy of 
llthe ordinances and decress relating to the regular army, 
atid auxiliary volunteer corps. © 
' Mr. Hanks also offered the following resolution; which was 
alopteds | E , ( > 

Resolved, that when any uncertainty as to the rank-of off- 
rersof the regular army of the same grade shall arise, seniori- 
yof rank shall be deterniined by drawing numbers; which 
shall be done by order of the commanding general, agreeably 
jo the provisions of the section of an ordinance and decree, 
entitled an ordinance and decree to organize and establish an 
auxiliary volunteer corps to the army of Texas, &e 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House took up the resolu- 
tions offered by him a few days since, authorizing the com- 
m nding general to receive at least five thousand volunteers, 
und to tix his head quarters; when the second resolution was 
stricken’ out, and the following’ substituted: T 

Resolved, that the Governor be required to issue hbis or 
der tothe commanding general of the army of Texas, ta re- 5n. 
move his head quarters.to Washingion until further orders; 
when the resolutions were påssed, ; a ae 

On motion of Mr. Clements, resolyed, that. a special com- 
mittee of three. be appointed ‘by the General Council, to ascer- 
tain why the proceedings of the consultation,. and General 
Council have’ not been published, also what progress has been 
made in printing them, and report instanter, 
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Messrs: Clements, Hanks and Harris were appointed sii | 
committee, | - ai Sae 

The Executive Secretary presented the following messag | 
from the Governor -> erat 
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: Executive DEPARTMENT oF Texas. 
e s ae E ta 
To the Honorable the President, and 
Members of the Legislative Council 


GENTLEMEN . 

l transmit to your body various bills, which Ù have von. 4 
sidered and signed. | 
The one with resolutions requiring me to communicate with | 
the committee at the city of Mobile, for the purposes therein 
named, I have not as yet complied with, nor am I at presen | 
in a situation to clo sa promptly; as my health is bad and m; 
situdtion quite avcomiortable, bat hope in a few days tole | 
hetter situated to discharge the functions of my ollive. Ihave 
signed the revenue, post office and many other bills and rey. 
lations of minor importance, all of which I transmit to you 
with one to calla convention, not approved, inasmuch as {| 
consider it in some degree exceptianable. My objections ur 
confine: to the third and seventh articles, and are these. | 
Thatthe Mexican population within our limits, particularly | 
where they are upmixed with other population, could not be 
tested at an election to know whether they were in favor of | 
centrolism ar not, that Being the touch stone for elligibility, 
Under exi tiua circumstances, [consider one fact plain and 
evident, that they who are not for us mast be against us. lh | 
tmy awn opinion they should be so considered and treated 
-Actious alway: speak louder than words, and a very grew | 
proportion of the iuhabitants of Bexar afford fair examples. 
‘They have had, it is well known, every opportunity to evine 
theis friendship by joining our standard, With very few ev 
ceptions they have not done it, which is evidence, strong an 
copclusive, that they are really onr enetnies. {r wany He 
sances they have been known to fight against uas [thew 
fore consider that they should be neither entitled to our re~ 
pect nor favor, and as such, uot entitled to agent in our Cour 
ceils, As it respects the other Mexican jurisdictions, wher 
the touch-stone could he more properly applied, it would be 
different. I therefore hope that cou will reconsider the bil 


and make the alterations suggested, as J consider the objec- 
jaje reasonable and justly founded. oe ; 

e With sentiments, &a &e * 
, Tam your obedient servant, ` 
HENRY SMITH, Governor. 


§ 


December 12, 18345. 


The resotation vetoed by the Governor, was read and 
ardered to lie on the table. : 

Mr. Padilla’s resignation as a member of this Councul from 
Ggudaloupe Victoria, was uccepted; when Mr. Linn was 
sworn dnd took his geat-ag a member of the Council, to sup- 
ply the vacancy. 2 : 

Mr. Linn was appointed ta the committee on finance. 

' The account of the door keeper was ‘presented and referred 
uthe committe on finance. i ' 

Un mation, the Council adjourned t nins o'clock, to-mur- 
tow morning, 
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Counci- Haun, San Frtapr pu AUSTIN? 
December 18th, 1885. j 


NINE o'CLOGK, As M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Journal of yesterday's proceedings having Deen 
read, > : 

Me. Millard, from the committee on finance, reported ver- 
lally, on the account of Juan Jervit, for horses, &e., and res 
rammended that said account be allowed, which report, on 
no ion of Mr. Kerr, was adopted. 

On motion of Mr, Hanks, the Hauge took up the ordinance 
and decree for the punishment of high crimes and misde- 
menors, whieh on motion of Mr. Millard, was recominiti- 
ul to the committee who reported it, and Mr. Menilve was 
alged to the committee, in ko place of Mr. Powers who was 
absent. 

Mr. Linn offered the following resolution, which was 
passed: 

Resolved, Thac the treasurer is aahoriged, and that it ig 
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hereby made his duty, to draw upon the commissioners in 
New Orleans for the sum of two hundred and seventy dol. 
lars, in favor of Juan Jervit, being the amount of a drat in 
lis favor, drawn by Captain P. Dimit, for horses bought for 
the public service. . 

Mr. Millard, from thecomuiittee on finance, reported ve}. 
bally on account of the door-keeper for fourteen dollars, re- 
commending thaviv should be allowed, which was adopted, 


On motion of Mr. Menifee, 

Resolved, ‘That a cammitrze of three be appointed ta en, 
quire into the cause of. the great, delay in publishing the or. 
dinances and decrees of the Provisional Government, tn th 
public newspaper of Texas, agreeably to an ordinance for 
that purpose; und wherefore ihe prisoners contemplaied to 
be removed ta San Augustine, have not been removed, 
Messrs. Menifee, Westover and Harris were appointed the 
committee. l 

The House then took up the resolution for calling a con 
vention, vetoed by the Governor. The resolution and objec 
nons of the Governorhaving been read; the question being 
put, shallthis resolution now pass, the objections of the Go- 
vernor to the contrary notwithstanding? There were in the 
affirmative Messrs. Menifee, Barrett, Clements, Parker, Mib 
lard, Harris, Hanks, Royall, Kerr, West, Linn, Westover and 
M’Mullen, 18. Sothe resolution was passed by a constitu- 
tional majority. . 

Mr. Millard, from the committee on enrollments, reported 
duly, enrolled. è 

“A resolution requiring the Treasurer to draw on the 
Commissioners to the United States, in favor of Juan Jer- 
vit.” 

sA resolution appropriating twenty-five dollars to Stephen 
M'Laughlin, &c.” 

“A resolution for determining the rank of officers in the rè- 
gular army,” 


“A resolution authorizing the Commander-in-Chief to ac 
cept the services of five thousand volunteers, and fixing bis 
bead quarters.” | 

On motion, the Council adjourned to 9 o'clock, to-morrow 
marning, ' 
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Covnew HALL, San FELIPE DE Austin, 
December 13th, 1835. ? 


_ FSEVEN O'CLOCK, Pe Ms 


ithe Council met on the call of the President. 

Mr. Royall ittroduced a supplement to an ordinance atid 
decree, entitled “An ordinance and decree, establishing and 
imposing duties on imposts ‘and tonnage, and forother pur- 

ges, Which was: read the first time, and on’ motion of Mr. 

oyall, the rule was suspended, and the ordinance was read 
asecond and third time, when the question was taken on its 
final passage, and decided in the affirmative. 

On motion, the Council adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 


r 


CouxcrL-HALL, San Fepirs DE AUSTIN, 
December 14th, 1835, 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M, 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. ~ 

The journal of yesterday's proceedings being read, ¢ 

Mr. Millard, from the committee on enrollments, reported 
enrolled, i 

“A supplement to an ordinance and decree, entitled “An 
ordinance and decree establishing and imposing duties on 
imposts and tonnage, and for other purposes.” 

The Executive Secretary presented, approved by the Go» 
yernor, 

“A resolution requiring the Treasurer to draw on the Gom- 
missioners to the United States in favor of Juan Jervit, for 
wo hundred and seventy dollars.” 

The President appointed Mr. Linn to the standing commit- 
tecon enrollments; Messrs. Clements and Menifee to the 
sanding committee on land and Indian affairs, 

On motion of Mr. Millard, the House took up the report of 
the committea on finance, on the accounts-of Jesse Stro- 
thers; laid on the table 21st of November. Which report 
Was accepted. 

Mr. Westover’s account for corn furnished the expedition 
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to Lepantitlan, was presented, and was referred to the coy, 
mittee on public accounts. foe Cae eee 

On motion of Mr. Millard, all public’ accounts now inthe 
hands of the committee on finance, not acted upon, were re 
ferred: to the committee on public accounts. 
~ Mr. Hanks, from the committee on military affairs; mik 
the following report, accompanied by an ordinance, increas 
ing the bounty to soldiers in the regular army. ors ee 

“Whereas the good people of Texas having dared igre. 
sist tyranny and oppression, following the experience whid 
all nations have taught; thatitis more easy to maintain, thy 
to wrest back usurped rights. Hence we are involved ing 
civil war. The usurper and despot, with their hireling sd 
diery, have not only trampled under foot the sacred constite 
tions of our country, but are aiming their blows at the lit 
and liberty of every citizen. A portion of our fellow citizens 
‘are now battling against our enemies, the minions of power 
and despotism, under the walls of San Antonio. They cry: 
tous for more assistance. The enemy is daily expecting). 
large reinforcement. Perhaps atthis moment the volunteer 
army is engaged in ‘deadly strife with twice their number; 
and their enemies too, strongly fortified. Fearful odds! Your 
committee therefore earnestly. recommend to the Gener 
Council the importance and necessity of increasing the 
bounty of those persons who enlist in the regular army, inur- 
der to complete the military establishment to the full nun- 
ber authorized by the organic law, with all possible dispatch 
by so doing, greater inducements are held out to personsw 
enlist in the regúlar army. In accordance with these views, 
and to effect the speedy raising and organizing the army, your 
committee recommend the adoption of the accompanying or 
dinance. 

The report was received, and the ordinance read the firs 
time. . 

On motion of Mr. Millard, the rule was suspended, and tke 
ordinance read the second and third time, when the questia 
was taken on its final passage, and decided’ in the affirms 
tive. ; 

Mr. Linn offered a resolution for the appointment of a cow 
mittee to raise the revenue and’ custom "house ‘laws, which 
was adopted; and Messrs. Liun, Royall, Harris and M’Mi! 
len were appointed the committee. Coe yy 

Mr. Menifee from: the committee to enquire why the ordt 
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yances and decrees have not been published, and also why 
ihe Mexican prisoners have not been removed to San Augus- 
tine, presented the following report, which was accepted: 
Your committee, to whom was referred the within resolu- 
lon, respectfully report that your committee waited on the 
Governor, whose duty it was made by an ordinance, to have 
the printing done, who says that he has deitired the printing 
ofthe ordinances, until the acts of the convention were pub- 
lished, that the ordinances might follow in regular order, and 
to show upon what these ordinances were based; and that 
for want of men and money, or the proper means within his 
wer or control, the prisoners have not been removed to, 


San Augustine. 
WILLIAM MENIFEE, Chairman. 


The Executive secretary presented the following message 
fom the Governor: 


i Exscuryve DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Tu the Honorable, the President, and 
Members of the Legislative Council : 


GENTLEMEN:— 

I herewith transmit to your body various communica- 
tions, from Colonel Mexia, which will shew for themselves. I 
also transmit, at the same time, a communication with the 
proceedings of the committee of the preginct or district of 
Sabine, which you will please examine, and take such action 
w it as its nature and circumstances may require, 

With sentiments, &c. &c. 
Lam your obedient servant, 
- HENRY SMITH, Governor. 
December 14th, 1835. i 


The communications referred to in the message of General 
\exia, were referred to the committee on military affairs. 

The communications from Sabine were referied to the 
committee on state and judiciary. 

On motion the Council adjourned to 3 o’clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, Pe M: 
The Council met pursuzht to adjournment. 
A quorum not being present, the Council adjourned to 9 
dock to-morrow morning. ‘ 
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Counoi, Haru, San FELIPE DE Austin, 
December 15, 18368. 


; | NINE O'CLOCK, A. W 


The Council met pugsuant toadjournment. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings having beem 
read, E 

Mr. Mitchell, fröm the Municipality of Washington, ap- 
peared and firmed, as prescribed by the organic law, and 
took a seat as a member of the Council. ` 

Mr. Barrett from the commitee on state and judiciary, to 
whom was referred certain letters of T. F. M’Kinuey, repor- 
ed the following resolution, which was passed: 

Be it resolved, &c., That Thomas F. M’Kinney, of the firm 
of M’Kinney & Williams be, and he is hereby constituted ay 
agentof the Government of Texas, for the purpose of receiv- 
ing and taking charge of the public stores for the ariny of 
Texas, at the mouth of the river Brazos, to be delivered tp 
the orders of the proper officers of the Gavernment aforesaid; 
and the said M’Kinney, as agent aforesaid, iS authorized and 
required to provide for, and supply volunteers for the army, 
who come within the meaning and provisions of an ordinance 
and decree, entitled “An ordinance and decree creating an 
auxiliary volunteer corps for Texas,” passed the fifth day of 
December, 1835, with the necessary arms, ammunition aad 
provisions, to enable them to do duty, and march to head 
quarters, where he shall direct them to proceed with all cow 
venient despatch; provided tltat the said Government agent, 
shall in all cases, take dupheate receipts for all articles or 
money advanced, 

Mr. Barrett, from same committee, reported an ordimarc 
and decree for creating the Municipality of Sabine, and fr 
organizing the same. The ordinance was read a first tim, 
when the rule was suspended, and the ordinance read a s 
cond time. 

On motion of Mr. Hanks, the ordinance was amended 
striking out of the first section, the words “Angelina Rive 
and inserting the “mouth of Bear Creek,” when the rule wu 
further suspended, and the ordinance read a third time 
when the question was taken on its final passage, and decit 
ed in the athrmative. s A 
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Mr. Harris offered the following resolution, which was. 
ssed: 

Be it resolved by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of ‘Texas, that the Governor be advised forth- 
with to direct thé commander at Goliad, by the bearer Cap» 
tain Miracle, directing said commander to render Captain 
Miracle, all the aid necessary for him to pursue his journey 
with dispatch, as he carries important papers from General 
Mexia, and also from this body to, and m the neighborhoad 
af Matamoras. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the report of the committee on 
military affairs, respecting Colonel Sandoval, was recommit- 
ted to the committee. 

Mr. Royall, from the select committee, to whom was re- 
ferred. a resolution for opening a correspondence, with agents 
n different parts of the United States, reported the following 
rsolution, which was passed: . 

Be it resolved by thé General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, that Doctor John Sibley be, and he is 
hereby appointed our corresponding agent at the town of 
Natchitoches, for that town and its vicinity; that he be noti- 
fed hy the Governor of his appointment, arid requested to 
enter into immediate correspondence with this Government, 
atleast once a month, on all subjects of interest to Texas. 

Be it further resolved, &c., that our general agents to the 
United States, S. F. Austin and Branch F. Archer, be in- 
structed by the Governor to appoint, by virtue of the powers 
rated in them, suitable corresponding agents for Texas, in 
tach principal town or city inthe United States, that our said 
general agents notify said persons by letter of their appoint- 
ment, with a request that they enter immediately iuto a month- 
Iy correspondence with this Government on all subjects of ine. 
tests to Texas, and with such powers as they may think 
poper, and authorized to delegate them. 

Be it further resolved, &c., that our agents aforesaid, be 
notified by the Governor, of this resolution, and of the ap- 
wintment of Doctor John Silbey of Natchitoches, as our cor- 
tsponding agent for that town and vicinity. 

R, R. ROYALL, Chairman, 
Mr. Barrett submitted a letter from Mr, Urbane, respect- 
ingthe building how occupied by the Council; which was 
referred to a select committee of three, consisting of Messrs. 
Menifee, Mitchell and Royall. 
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A communication from S. Dinsmore, jr., respecting letten 
of marque and reprisal, was taken up and read, and ordered 
to be kept on file. i 

The report from the committee on military affajrs 1espect 
ing a commissary for volunteers, was withdrawn by lene 
of the House. 

The resignation of Mr. Parmer, tendered same days since, 
was accepted. 

A communication from P. Dimit at Goliad, respecting yo). 
unteers, was taken up and ordered to be put on file. 

A resolution respecting the storming of Bexar, was taken 
upand on motion, was ordered to be kept on file. 

On motion, the Council adjourned to 3 o’clock, p. m. 

THREE O'CLOCK, P. M, 


G] 


The Council met pursuant toadjournment. —. 

The President congratualated the members of the Generst 
Council, on the cheering intelligence just received in town by 
express, of the victory achieved by our patriotic citizen vol 
unteers, over the enemy at Bexar, and the surrender of that 
post. When on motion ot Mr, Barrett, 

Resolved, thata select committee of three be appointed to 
draft an address to the citizen army on the victery obtained 
at Bexar, and the reduction of that post: And also to inform 
our foreign agents or commissioners of this happy event. 

Messrs. Barrett, Royall and Powers were appointed tha 
committee. 

On motion, it was resolved that a committee of three be 
appointed to procure horses, and dispatch express, &e. 

Messrs. Harris, Parker and Mentiee were appointed that 
committee. - 

Mr. Gay presented ta the House receipts fot money de 
livered to the commander of the volunteer army at Bexan 


-agieeably to an ordinance of this Council; which were referred 


to the committee on finance, with directions to settle wih 
Mr. Gay. 
Mr. Millard, from the committee on enrollments, presented 


as duly enrolled, 

An ordmancg and decree ‘for creating the municipality af 
Sabine, and for organizing the same. i 

‘An ordinance for increasing the bounty of soldiers of the 
regular army. " 


On motion, the Council adjourned ta 7 o’clack, p. m. 


e 
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r SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. Me ` 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Barrett, from’ the stlect committee to draft an address, 
,, reported the following address to the volunteers, and 
solutions; which were adopted, and ordered to be forward- 
J to Bexar by express. 


Ceuncit Hatz, San FILIPE DE AUSTIN, 
December 15, 1885. 


o General Edward Burleson, Colonel F. Johnson and all 
the brave officers and soldiers of the citizen volunteer army 
in Bexar: 

fow CITizENs:— — 

The Representatives of your General Council, were this 
mr greeted with the welcome intelligence of your glorious 
victory and triumphant conquest, over the post of Bexar, with 

your enemies prisoners, together with all the arms, muni- 
ong and provisions. We expected no less from our heroic 
dizens, and brave compatriots of our northern brethren.— 
We felt that you were invincible, and that our enemies, al- 
hough greatly out-nyinberiag you, must yield to the sons of 
hedom. Their cause is that of oppression and tyranny, 
ora. that of liberty and equal rights. They are but the 
hreling slaves of an usurper. You are the brave sons of 
Washington and freedom, and you have proved yourselves 
worthy of your glorious origin. You have fulfilled the ex- 
yctations of your country, and the hopes of all the lovers of 
wberty on earth: Your Representatives extend to you the 
ordial hand of congratulation and gratitude, as well in be- 
fof our fellow-citizens and our families, as for themselves. 
You have nobly and valiantly acquitted yourselves of the high 
mst which your country’s danger caused you to assume, and 
wur names will be enrolled in the first pages of your coun- 
ty's history of heroes, as well as imprinted onthe hearts of 
rwr fellow-citizens. But in the midst of joy there is mourn- 
ng, and while we shout your victory, the tears of holy sor- 
ww bedew our faces. ‘Fhe brave and heroic Milam has fall- 
tiinthe arms of victory; and the cause of his injured coun- 
ty, In him we have lost a precious gem front the casket of 
Williant Yeroes. God rest his soul! while his memory shall 
wrrive as long as a freeman has a standing in Texas, 
Other brave men have alsa mingled their blood with their 
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country’s sacrifices, Their honor is imperishable, E 
your first noble example may be followed, is the ardent y, 
of your Representatives, whose efforts in their sphere lg 
been anxiously directed for your aid and comfort; andly 
your country’s means at command been equal to her gew 
ous gratitude, your every want had been promptly suppla il 
Citizen Soldierss—Many of you have long been in the f 
of honor and of danger, separated from your families y 
your homes. A respite from your labors and your privaty 
must be desirable; and it is reasonable, in anticipation of ig 
glorious event to be achieved by your arms. Your gove 
ment have been solicitously engaged im organizing a rem 
army, upon a proper footing, together with provisions for 
auxiliary volunteer corps, that you might be released andy 
rest among your families and friends, until the future gali, 
your country again place you in: defence of her, and yy 
just rights. To such calls your have always proved jog 
hearty response. We address you in much haste, but w 
feelings not to be repressed. Your joy is our joy, yours 
rows our sorrows; and with assurance of unabating symp 
thies with you, and all our fellow-citizens in the present g 

rious epoch in our country’s annals, 
We aie truly your 


FELLOW CITIZENS AND FRIENDS | 


Your committee offer the following resolutions for the ew 
sideration of the Council: 


Resolved, That this Council sensibly feel the great h 
that Texas has sustained in the death of the brave Colog 
Benjamin R. Milam, who fell while leading his heroic co 
trymen to victory, and that the President and members of 

eneral Council, in testimony of their heart-felt sorrow, a 

ourning for his death, will wear crape on the left arma 
thirty days; and request that the Governor and all the office 
of the Provisional Government, do in like manner unite wi 
us in wearing this badge of mourning. 

Resolved, that his Excellency the Governor, be resped 
fully invited to unite with the President and Council inth 
address to thewoluntcer army, and place his name official 
to the same, and to the foregoing resolutions; and that a cop 
be forthwith sent to the commander of the army, to be re 
publicly to all bis command, as expressive of the gratilu 
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‘the country, and asa just testimony of respect to patriot 


m and valor, 
i m C, E Chairman. 

4 2 RO TAL $ x . $ 
JAMES POWER. § Committee. 
HENRY SMITH, Governor. 
JAMES W. ROBINSON, Gov. and 
. Ex. Officio Pres’t. of Gen. Council. 

E W, Pease, Secretaty of Gen. Council. 


The same committee also presented the following commn- 
ication to our commissioners, which was also adopted: 
i Counern Hatt, 
December 15th, 1835. ? 

o Genmal S. F. Austin, Branch F, Archer and William H. 
Wharton, Esqrs. - : 
itzen Commissioners: , l 

Bexar has fallen! Onr brave citizen volunteers, with a 
rsevering bravery and heroic valor, unparallelled in the 
nals of warfare, bave triumphed over a force of twice their 
umber and compelled the slaves of despotism to yield, væn- 
wished by the ever resistless arms of freemen soldiers. We 
ave not time to enter into full detail of all that preceded 
he glorious Thursday of December the tenth, when the final 
apitulation of Cos and Ugartechea, was signed. From Sat- 
day morning preceding the time that a detachment of three 
ndred of our brave citizens, commanded by Colonel Ben- 
min R. Milam. got possession of two buildings, near the pub- 
ie square of the city, an unceasing battle raged until Wed- 
esdav, with “constant advantage gained by our volunteers, 
intil the whole force of the enemy was driven within their 
ast strong hold across the river, the Alamo; on Wednesday 
ight, Colonel Ugartecha, effected an entrance into that place, 
vith a reinforcement of Mexicans, supposed to amount to 
hree hundred men; this day the black flag was raised by Gen- 
ml Cos. He fought with a desperation worthy a better 
cause: but in vain! The unconquerable Texians, with their 
equally brave auxiliaries fromthe United States of the North, 
ould not be dislodged, and the battle raged with murderous 
fary, with advantage'to us, and to the discouragement of the 
nemny, who became dismayed and disheartened in a con 
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test that but weakened them, and strengthened our valorous | 


brethren in arms, raised. the signål of submission. 

A treaty was entered into, by which all the cannon, a num. 
ber of small arms, and a large*quantity of munitions of war 
and provisions were surrendered to the conquerors. All the 
enemy, with their General and officers, were prisoners, but 


released on parol of hondr. But over the joy of triumph for ` 


a victory; deep sorrow casts ils gloom. We glory in the issue, 
while mingling tears of lamentation for the brave Milam, who 
nobly fell while fighting in the cause of liberty, and his cow- 
try. He was killed by a rifle ballon Tuesday, when the 
command devolved upon Col. Francis W. Johnson, the se- 
cond officer of the detachment, and who has secured to bim- 
self the meed of praise, and the gratitude of his fellow citi- 
zens, together with the brave heroes of his command. Two 
other brave men fell, and about twenty-five men wounded. 


a pee eae re 


Citizen-Commissioners: with the foregoing intelligence, you ` 


will enter upan the duties .of your missidn with increased 
ardor, and brightened hopesof full success; and while we con- 
gratulate you as being the bearers of such joyful news, we 
renew to you our farewell blessing, and desire for your con- 
tinued health, and the prosperous success of the objects of 
your present enterprize. » 

God and Liberty, 


(D.C. BARRETT, Chairman. 
R. R. RO¥ALL, © 
JAMES POWERS, } ommuttee. 


Resolved, that a copy of the foregoing communcation and 

resolutions upon which it was originated, signed by the Pres- 
ident and Secretary, in behalf of the General Council, be 
forthwith forwarded to our said commissioners. 
“< Mr. Royall, from the same committee, reported two letters 
to Thomas J. Rusk, agent for forwarding volunteers, &c., 
and to the committee of safety of Nacogdoches; which were 
read and adopted. 

Mr. Harris, from the committee to dispatch expresses &c., 
reported verbally, on the manner in which they had dis- 
charged that duty. ‘ 


The Executive Secretary’ presented the following message | 


from the Governor; which was read and ordered to lie-on 
the table. . 


$ 
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\ m 
executive DEPARTMENT or TEXAS. 
Pike Honorable, the President, and > ` 
Members of the Legislative Counci: > 


GENTEEMEN:— 

[herewith transmit the followimg bills, with my appraval 
mi signature: - a : 

The gue requiring the con:mander-in-chief to remove his 
tad quarters to Washington. 

One settling the mode by wlich officers of the arniy re- 
vive their grade, when difficulties‘on that account should 

sent themselves. a - 

One appointing a Post Master General, and other officers. 

One requesting the comayander ‘at Goliad to afford assis- 
wnce, &c. $ ; 

One for calling a convention. 8 

And one for creating the municipality of Sabine. 

@ Two I have returned without my signature ‘tor the follow- 
$ ing reasons: A 
$ The one :equiring of me a iran<cript ofthe instructions ex- 
eded to our foreign agents and also the correspondence 
hd with General -Burleson and. othér’ officers. “These to 
which you allude, are all spread upon the record in my Se- 
metary’s office, and subject at all times to the perusal of your 
gixly, aad inasmuch as T bave but one Secretary belonging 
wine department, whose duties are arduous, nnd as suen 
mild ily spare the time to make those transerpts, must beg 
te favor of your body to send one of your owa clerks for 
hat purpose. + - TE . : 
E Theother ts an appropriation ‘bill, in favor of McLaugh- 
În tir the sum of twenty-five dollars. - 

Chave only to say to your bady, whatever the facts ef the 
gcse may be, T am bound to premise that this bill was sent 
By office through mistake, for it is evident as thé law now 
‘ands, that th's bill or any other appropriation bill, innst or- 
[amate with the committee on finance, whose privilege It isio 
mginate appropriations, and check on the Treasury for the 
E mount, and have the same entered on the jaurnals of vour 
body. As such, my office is rid ofthe trouble of keeping any 
g coord pertaming to thé originating appropriations, or making 
Bias upon the Treasury, ‘There scems to he no propriety 
g sending the bill up to me, whea the authority to act is with- 
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drawn from my department. Therefore for the sake of con 
sistency, if for no other reason, I return the bill. 


4 

HENRY SMIT TRR, 

December 15, 1835. j ees | 
l 


_ On motion of Mr. Parker, the House proceeded to cle 
judges and commissioners for organizing the militia in the im. 
nicipality of Sabine. The rnle of voting by ballot was sus 
pended, and Janes Gaines was elected first judge, Willian 
Harris second judge; and Jsaao Lowe, Albert Hinds an} 
Matthew Parker were elected commissioners. 

On motion of Mr. —-—, the inland revenue district, trer 
ted by an ordinance and decree,-imposing duties of imposts, 
&c., was called Milam revenue district, and Benjamin Hol 
appointed collector of the same. E i 

Mr. Powers made a verbal report, that be had waited on 
General Mexia, agreeably to a.resalution of the Council, that 
General Mexia declined co-operating with the volunteer army 
at Bexar, m consequence of whieh he did not think himself 
authorized to act under ‘the resaluvion. 

The report was accepted, aud on motion of Mr. Harris, , 

Resolved, that the thanks of this Council be presented to 
Mr. Powers, for the prompt and satisfactory manner in which 
he discharged the duty required of lim’ by:the resolution of 
this Council. co : 

Mr. Harris offered the folowing resolution: 

Resolved, that the thanks of the General Council be pre- 
sen ed to Thomas Gay for his patriotic exertions in forward: 
ing the plans of this Goverument, respecting the volunteer 
arti, &e. ee 

On motion of Mr. Hanks, resolved, that. the Governor he 
Tegnired to notify either Tlenry.Atgustin, or Horton of the 
manicipality of San Augustiue, that there is a vacaney in the 
Gouncil froin that municipality, and require the attendance 
of one of them. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, 

Resolved, that the Secretary be required to give Mr. Pa- 
dilla a certificate of his time of service in this Council, tha 
he may draw what is due him after deducting advances 
made him, 

Mr, Padilla’s account for articles furnished the volunteer 
army was presented and referred to the committee on public 
accounts. 

On motion-af Mr, Barrett, 
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Resolved, that the ‘Treasurer he directed not to pay over to 
ay orders already drawn, any part of the money returned 
ty Mr, Gay this day, but hold it subject to any future:orders 
af this Council, a 

On motion, the Council adjourned to nine o’clock to-mor- 
rw morning. f i 


+ 


i 
> 


‘Counor-Haut, Say FELPE DE AYSUN, 
December 16th, 1835, 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. l 

A quorum, not- being present, adjourned to thiee o'clock, 
» Ms : es 
i we 2 a . THRBE O'CLOCK; P. M. 
The Council met ‘pursuant to adjournment. 

The Executive Secretary presented the following measage 
mthe Governors 


f Execurivt DEPARTMENT or Texas. 

Totke Honorable the President, and’ 3 - 
Members of the Legislative Council: 

GENTLEMEN ‘ 

I herewith transmit for your information, documents re~- 
wived from various persons, touching n wrecked vessel near 
he Port of Matagorda. 

That the unfortunate should receive the treatment as indi- 
ated in these communications, is truly to be lamented, and if 
wisible, should be remedied. If, however, your body should 
wt consider it in their power to reach the present case, but 
tave it for the investigation of the constituted authorities, it 
would at. least be well to take the precaution to prevent in 
„me efficient manner, a recurrence of similar, conduct. Our 
ea coast for years has produced nothing but a scene of fraud, 
ruption and’piracies, tọ the unfortunate, who either by mis- 
‘tne or design have been driven upon our shores., 

So woll have we already -established our character abroad 
ot having a piratical coast, that it is with difficulty insurances 
n he cHected, and always atan unuswal high rate, aud fre- 
qently not at all. This state of things hay grown entirely 
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out af our disorganized situation, aud not having the proper 
laws enacted to restrain the vice. 

I confidently hope, that your honorable body will take thi 
matter into consideration, and pass such laws as will preven 
a recurrence of these evils, by making it highly eriminal, in 
any person who will embezzle, or attempt to defraud the un. 
fortunate, by an unlawful seizure or sale of their property 
They have very appropriately been termed the bone picker, 
who are eagle-eyed, ever ‘hovering around to pounce u 
their unfortunate prey. Itis now high time that Texas shoul] 
rétrieve her character, in that respect, by passing laws fo 
the protection of wrecked propeity, Whether found immedi 
ately at the wreck or elsewhere on the sea coast, and designa 
ting the meaus by which salvage should:be adjudged and set 
tled, and that a proper disposition be made of the balance, for 
the benefit of whom it may concern. 

Having lived: since my first settlement in the country con 
tiguous to the sea. coast, and frequently called. ipon in an offi- 
cial capacity, to extend protests and other documents, rela- 
tive to wrecked vessels, Lam well aware of the intrigue, man- 
agement and downright roguery, which has been universally 

‘practised by the unprincipled speculators, and always to the 
great injury, and frequently, total roin of the unfortunate, 
without having it ia my power to remedy the evil; which 
makes me now more solicitous that your honorable body give 
the subject that attention which it justly merits. 
I am gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 

HENRY SMITH, Governon 

December 16th, 1835, 


The communications accompanying the message were re- 
ferred as follows: ` 

A communication from J. W. Fannin, junior, respecting the 
disposition of a vessel wrecked at Matagorda, referreed to the 
committee of the state and judiciary. 

A letter from sundry citizens of Matagurdasrequesting the 
appointment of an auctioneer, &c., referred to the committet 
to revise the revénue laws, 

A communication from Judge Wilson, respecting the elec 
dion of militia officers at Matagorda, referred to Mr, Parker, 

A communication from Judge Wilson, respecting certam 
prisoners, &c., referred to Mr. Barrett. ° 
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The President laid before the House a letter from General 
Houston, respecting the resignation of Lieutenant Whitaker, 
Referred to the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Thompson, from Viesca, appeared, was sworn and 
wk his seat, as a member of the Council. 
The President laid before the House a letter from Mr. For- 
yib, respecting ammunition forwarded from Harrisburg; 
hich was referred to the committee on public accounts, 

The account of Mr. Huff, for services rendered to the volun- 
wer army, was referred to the committee on publie accounts. 

Mr. Hanks, from the committee on military affairs, made 
he following report, accompanied by an ordinance for the 
geation of a legion of cavalry; which was read and.ordered 
lie on the table. 
Your committee are of opinion, that the regular army of 
Texas, should be augmented. From the intercepted corres- 

dence forwarded to us by the commanding officer at Go- 
iad, and the commanding officer before Bexar, together with 
Jithe communications received from the interior, we are sat- 
ifed, that not less than eight or ten thousand central troops, 
nder the command of Santa Anna’s bravest and most expe- 
renced officers will be sent to invade Texas, between now 
nd the ensuing spring, in addition to those already within 
he borders of our State. From every indication, Texas will 
iwe to battle single handed against the combined forces of 
We central party, with Santa Anna for their leader, through- 
nt Mesico. ‘The central party embraces most of the talents, 
walth and population, of the Mexican confederacy. The 
pwer and influence of the Priest, will also be. extended 
winst us. Church and State are thus combined for the over- 
tow and demolition of free institutions; and the friends and 
alvocates of Constitutional liberty, in the interior, are so few 
ud weak, that they dare not resist the encroachments and 
kurpatioris of power, which have been made by this tremen- 
bus engine of despotism—the union of Church and State! — 
Texas alone has dared to resist these usurpations; to vindicate 
ler rights, andgto repulse the hireling soldiery of the ruffian 
tyrant, who have polluted our soil with their foot-steps; aiming 
heir blows at the life and liberty of every citizen. 

Under this view of our situation, your committee believe 
that the establishment of a sufficient force to be theonly means 
ty which we can sustain ourselves in the present struggle; 
ind no man, we believe, will contend for a moment, that the 
o 
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regular army, to be raised in accordance with the orvanie lay 
will be able ta resist-and repel the combined forees of al 
Mexico. What? Protect'a sea coast of three hundied aud 
fifty miles, an extended frontier, and & séatrered population 
of seventy or eighty thousand inhabitants, with eleven o 
twelve hundred men, agniust the fortes of a nation contain. 
ing eight millions of inhabitants; and that nation denouneing 
us as rebels and traitors, Yes! Our frontier is already inys. 
ded by their troops, and all the horrors of war brought within 
aurcountry. An sugmentation of the army, is therefore ab. 
solutely vecessary for our salety und seeurity; for the estel 
lishment and permanency of free instiiutions in Texas, reat 
entirely upon the success of our arms. Your comntittee are 
also of opinion, that one of the most important parts of the 
army has been overlooked, to wit, the establishment of x troup 
of cavalry. A troop ofeavalry is indispensable for many 
reasons. No part of thé army, iifantry especially, can move 
with that celerity to any part of theconntry, which may be 
attacked by the enemy, às a troop of cavalry is necessary to 
harrass an advancing or retreating enemy: Also to ent off the 
provisions and supplies, and intercept the communications of 
out enemies—to carry an express and’do any act which re 
quires celerity and promptness of movement. Your commit- 
tee has consulted, gentlemen of experience and known abih- 
ties, relative to the creation of a troop of cavalry. It is the 
opinion of Col. Fannin that the regular army should be in 
creased, General Austin, General Houston and W. 1D. Travis, 
Esq., all coneut with your committee in the immediate neces- 
sity of creating a troop of cavalry. It is trac, that it wil 
cost several thousand dollars, to raise, organize, arm and 
equip an efficient troop of cavalry. Yet no one can be 
blind as to renounce the lasting prosperity and greatness ol 
Texas, rather than spend a few thousand dollars, or a million 
if if were necessary. - 

Your committee therefore recommend the adoption of the 
avcompenying ordinance. 

Mr. Hanks also submitted an ordinance, &e prohibiting 
officers of the army from‘holding any other office during the 
war: whick was read and laid on the table. 

Mr. Millard, from the committee on finance, offered the $l 
low resolution, which was passed: 


ax 


Resalved by the General Council of the Provisional Goya 
eument of Texas, that whereas, a United States nate or bank 
hil, with the check letter, ©, No. 5143, payable sixty days 
afer date, to Mr, Robertaon, Cashier at the office of discount 
and deposite of the Bank of the United States, for the sum 
af one thousand dollars, dated, Philadelphia, March 18th, 
1329, signed by W, Mcllvain, Cashier, and N, Biddle, Presi- 
dent, being the same paid into the Treasury of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, and now in the handy of the Treasu- 
er at said Provisional Government of Texas. ; 

Therefore, resolyed, that the said ‘Treasurer be authorised 
ad empowered to pass the said note or bill, as above de- 
xribed, to Mr, Thomas Gay or any other person, for the same 
amount in cash, or Smaller bills or notes, on the same or any 
mher bank or banks of the United ‘States or State, in North 
Amevica, that shall be passing current at this time in Texas; 
ily guaranteeing to said ‘Thomas Gay or others, that should 
the said note or bill af one thousand dollars, prove to be spu- 
ious, and not payed when presented for payment to the Bank 
of the United States of any of its branches, then said Treas- 
wer of the Government of Texas, shall be hound to refund 
taitamount of one thousand dollars to Thomas Gay, or who- 
wever shall have changed thé same, nut ot any monies or 
Government funds, belonging to the Government of Texas, 
that the said "Treasurer may have coutral of, at that time, or 
any time thereatter, with interest at the rate of ten per ceu- 
tun, from the time he may lay out of the ase of his money. 

Mr. Royall, irom the committee on military affdirs, offered 
the following resolution, which was passed: 

The General Council ‘of Texas, feeling a aenae of grati- 
tude to Galonyl Sandoval, now a prisoner of war at this plave, 
for bis act of Liberality inenusing the release of our country- 
iN, Doct Early and others, adopted the following resolt- 
lion. ` ` 

Be it resolved, that a committee of three he appointed wn 
man upon Col, Sindovied, and tender him the thanks of this 
House for bie friendly intercessim in behalf of our country- 
men, When-prisoners, and that the said committees accept of 
his re of honar, to return-to his friends; conditioned, that 

oes not lake up.arms against the federal svstem of gov- 
eramont, of the Colonists of Tosas, during this war. 

Be italso resolved, that the committee be required to far 
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nish Col. Sandoval with a copy of this resolution in his own l 
language. , - 

W. HANKS, Chairman | 
R. R. ROYALI, ` ee 


> J. D. CLEMENTS, § Military Com, 


Messrs- Clements, Royall and Hanks, were appointed the | 
committee under the foregoing resolutions. l | 
_ On motion, the Conncil adjourned till nine o'clock to-mop. $ 
tow morning. : i 
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Covuncit-Hatt, San FELIFE DE Austin, 
December 17th, 1835. } 


i _ NINE O'CLOCK; Ae M 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterdays proceedings being read, . 

Mr. Barrett from the committee on state and judiciary, to | 
whom was referred the letter of J. W. Fannin, junior, res- 
pecting the disposition of the wreck at Matagorda, made the } 
following report, accompanied by an ordinance and decree, 
for sequestering and securing the cargo of the schooner Han- 
nah Elizabeth, and instituting an inquiry respecting the same, 
and for other purposes.’ 


To the Honorable, ihe President, and 
General Council of the Provisional Government of Texas: 


Your committee to whom was referred the letter of Col. | 
J. W. Fannin, junior, report,— 

That from the character of this gentleman, and his relation 
tothe Government, with the advantages possessed by him for 
diffusing correct information, no doubt can be entertained of | 
the correctness of his intelligence. From the facts stated by | 
Col. Fannin, a high handed and unlawful course has been pur- | 
sued by certain individuals, as regards the dispgsition of the | 
schooner Hannah Elizabeth, and her cargo, driven on the 
beach by the enemies armed vessel Bravo. 

This schooner appears to have belonged to the United 
States of the North, and freighted by citizens of Texas; the 
owners taken prisoners by the Mexican vessel, together with 
a number of passengers on board the schooner. 
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By a course of fortuitous circumstances, shé was gotten pos- 
gssion of by Capt. Hurd, sailing under our flag, and whose 
essel is registered in ‘Texas, assisted by some citizens of 
Yatagorda, together with eleven prisoners, without any ad- 
wdication, and under the most suspicious circumstances, a 
retended sale of the cargo and vessel was effected by the 
captors. , _ : 

By the organic law of the Provisional Goveramentof Texas, 
he President and Council are constituted a court of admiralty, 
having to decide all cases coming within such jurisdiction. — 
By the conduct of Capt. Hurd and his co-adjutors, a disre- 
spect, if not a decided contempt, has been manifested for the 
ws and high tribunal of the people, in this matter. 

Your’ committee therefore advise; that one or more commis- 
soners be appointed by this Couneil, one of whom to be from 
this body, and commissioned and instructed by the Governor, 
frthwith to proceed to Matagorda, with full power to seize 
wd sequester the schooner so taken, with all her cargo, 
wherever to be found, and institute an enquiry; to call be- 
fre them such persons as may be necessary for a full devel- 
gement of facts; and with powers to arrest and send such 
persons before the court of admiralty, as may be culpable or 
guilty of unlawful acts in the business; and to suspend the 
commission and registry of the commander, and of the vessel 
“Wiliam Robbins,” if the facts require it, and report with ` 
dl possible expedition to the Governor and Council of their 
proceedings, ` 

We also advise that the Mexican prisoners taken on board 
he captured schooner, be held in safe custody, to answer for 
ihe treatment and exchange of our citizens in the power of 
he Mexican officers. To this end your committee advise the 
option of the accompanying ordinance and decree. 

The foregoing teport was adopted, and the ordinance read 
he first time; when the rule was suspended, and the ordi- 
mance read the second time. 

Qa motion of Mr. Barrett, the blank im the frst section 
was filled in the first section, with the names of Thomas Bar- 
nett, Robert H. Williams and James Collingsworth. 

The rule was further suspended and the ordinance read’ a 
third time; when the question was taken on its final passage, 
and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Power, who had been authorized to aid General Mex- 
o* 
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ia to proceed to Bexar, made the following report, whith Was 
accepted: ` 

I have called on General Mexia at Columbia. He has de. 
clined to go to Bexar to join with our people. His object 
is to goto Copano tojoin wih the two hundred Mexicans who 
are at Palo Blanco; and from thence to take Matamoras, if 
possible. Mr. Fisher, who is acting Secretary to the General 
state 10 me that the General could not place his military 
character at stake by accepting a command under the Provis- 
ional Government ‘of Texas, as Mr. Viesca is not Governor 
I further understood that General Mexia will be here ing 
short time, with a view of seeing the Governor and Council 
in hopes that they will place armed vessels to blockade the 
ports of Vera Cruz-and: Tampico, and o:der all vessels bound 
for said ports to Matamoras, where they can discharge their 
cargo, as there seems to be no doubt of the latter port fallin 
into the hands of the liberal party. Mr. Fisher further stated 
that he was bearer of dispatches to General Mexia, that in 
February next there is a general plan of revolutionizing al 
over Mexico. Under these circumstances I thought it most 
prudent fo return and inform the Council, and subject myself 
to their further orders on this subject. 

S JAMES POWER 
_ -Mr. Kerr, from the committee on land and Indian affairs, 
made the following report and resolution: 

Your committee on land and Indian affairs, beg leave to re- 
port, that the third session of the organic law, makes it the 
duty of the Governor and his Council, to treat with the several 
tribes of Indians within the limits of Texas, concerning their 
claims to land, and if possible to secure their friendship. 

By reference to the proceedings of the General Convention, 
it will be seen that they made a solemn decree, that the Cher- 
okee Indians and their associate bands, (twelve tribes in num- 
ber, agreeably to their last General Council in Texas,) have 
derived their just claims to lands, included within the bounds, 
hereafter mentioned, from the Government of Mexico; from 
which also we have derived our rights to the soil by grant and 
occupancy. 

The General Convention also solemnly decreed, that the 
Governor and Council, shall’immediately on its organization, 
appoint commissioners to teat with the said Indians, to e+- 
tablish the definite boundaries of their tertitory, and secure 
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heir confidence and friendship. For the purpose of carry- 
Bing into effect the atoresaid third section of the organic law, 

f aad the solemn declarations of the General Convention. 

A Your committee beg leave to offer for your consideration 
andaction, the accompanying resolution, 

Be it resolved by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, that Sam -Housion, John Forbes and 
John Cameron, be and they are hereby appointed commis- 
jouers, to treat with the Cherokee Indians, and their twelve 
,gociate bands, under such instructions as may be' given 
hem by the Governor and Council; and should it so happen 
hat all the commissioners cannot attend, any two of them 
shall have power to conclude a treaty, and report the same 
i the General Council of the Provisional Government, for its 
approval and ratification. 

Resolved, that said commissioners be required to hold said 
tety as soon as practicable. 

The foregoing report was adopted, and the resolutions or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Clements from the select committee to inquire why 
he proceedings of the Convention and Council have not been 
f published, made the following report; which was accepted, 

nd a copy ordered to be sent to the printer. . 

Your committee, whose duty it was made by a resolution . 
ofthe General Council, to inquire into the cause why the pro- 
aedings of the Convention and General Council, have not 
been published before this time, beg leave to report, that a 
note has been addressed to the committee who was appointed 
ty the Convention, the day previous to its close, to superin- 
md the proceedings of said Convention, in pamphlet form, 
ad have received an answer from two of that committee, 
@ Janes W. Robinson and D. C. Barrett, both of whom state, 
Í iat owing to the laborious duties which devolved upon them 
E i; members of the General Council, which commenced its 
eson immediately atter the adjournment of the convention, 
E hey were not able to give their personal attention to the sub- 

fect. It was therefore committed to Mr. Fisher to prepare 
mder the direction of Mr. Wharton. When prepared, off 
examination were found to be imperfect. We then revised 
E iem and sent them to the printer. This was done some fif- 
E een or sixteen days since; so it seems from the statement of 
$ he previous, committee appointed to superintend the printing, 
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&c., that the proceedings of the convention were not handed 
to the printer until the first day of December last, past. 
Your committee also addressed a note to the Govem 
Henry Smith, making the same inquiry as was made b i 
committee appointed by the Convention, to aa the 
printing, &c.; but have received no answer, i 
Your committee addiessed a note to the prnnters on th 
subject, asking them for their reasons, why the proceediy i 
of the Convention-have not been published, anterior to ih 
time; and what progress has been made in printing the a 
Your committee takes much pleasure in stating that an am 
swer has been received from the printers, assigning reasons 
full and satisfactory in the opimion of your committee wh 
the aforesaid proceedings have not been sooner printed. 
In addition to the important communication received from 
the commander-in-chief of the volunteer army of the people, be- 
fore Bexar, and the intercepted correspondence of the central 


ists, which required ımmediate publication: A circular inviting | 


the people to repair to the seat of war, and blank commissions 
for judicial affairs; have also been printed. So that from the 
ress of business by the members of the General Counci, 
which has been urged upon the printers from time to time, tt 
has been entirely out of their power io progress more rapidly 
with the printing of the proceedings of the Convention and 
General Council, than has already been done. They, the 
printers, also state that sixteen pages of the pamphlet have 
been printed, and considerably more 1s in type; and that the 
rest could be completed in a few days, if no more jobs were 
‘ordered by the Government in that time, provided they had 
paper; but the stock of paper which they had on hand has 
been exhausted in printing for the Government, as before 
mentioned, and they are compelled to wait for a supply of 
paper, which they are daily éxpecting, before they can com- 
lete the printing of the said proceedings. 

Notwithstanding it is highly important for the people to 
know what their Representatives in the Convention and Ger- 
eral Council have done and are doing, yet your committee, 
from what information they have been able to obtain relative 
to the printing of the laws, &c., cannot attach any blame or 
negligence, whatever, to the printers; but on the contrary, it 
is the opinion of your committee that they have discharged, 
their duty faithfully, so far as it has been in their power. 


| 
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Mr. Barrett made the following report on the letter of Judge 
Wilson, which was aecepted., 

Your special committee of one, to whom was referred the 
ltterof the Hon. C. -Wilsou, first judge of the municipality 
of Matagorda, doth’ most canscientiously report: 

That the brevity, inconclusiveness and incoherency of 
Judge Wilson’s letter, prevents him from forming any con- 
dusions, othery than that some of the,persons elected as offi- 
ersin the army of Texas have safer and more profitable 
husiness than fighting; a measure which is so pradent in itself 
ssto require no comment. } And also, that a’°wreck has taken 
lace, which has created ‘great displeasure. But what has 

n wrecked, or who are so greatly displeased by reason 
hereof, the Judge has not stated, and probably because he 
had not been able to learn the circumstances, 

Your committee also advise this house, that Judge Wilson 
las appointed a prosecuting attorney, which he had no legal 
rght to do; and that there are“eleven prisoners and one heu- 
nant, which He-bds quartered among the citizens from mo- 
ires of economy, and concerning which the Judge asked to 
advised. Bat as your committee is ignorant to what class 
animals the eleven prisoners belong, whether biped or 
quadruped, cannot advise this body the nature of the counsel, 
thich would aid the Judge in his present quandary. 

D. C. BARRETT, Committee. 

Mr. Barrett, by leave submitted an ordinance and decree, 
lating to the disposition of lands ih Texas; which was read 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Mitchell offered the following resolution, which was 
werred to the committee on military affairs. 

Be it resolved. by the General Council of Texas, that a 
pecial ranging company of ten men be raised, to range on 
he head waters of Cumnting’s and Rabb’s creeks, to be com- 
manded by a first and second lieutenant, their service to be 
discretional with the officers; and that said officers be in- 
tructed to range no longer thatithey conceive it necessary 
forthe protection of the citizens, in the immediate vicinity:—~ 
And that said company be entitled to pay agreably ta the or- 
ganic law, for the time that they serve. 

Mr. Steel, commissioner for the Nashville colony, appeared 
ad said that he was ready to answer any charges against 

m. = ` 
The Council agreed this afternoon to go into an investigas 
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tion, and appointed ‘Messrs. Barrett, Milliard and Ker 

conduct the investigation on the part of the Council., ° 
On mation of Mr. Barrett, the Council went into secret ge 

sion, and after some time spent therein, the doors were opened 
On motion, the Council adjourned to sixo’clock, pm, | 


è “ 


$ 


SIX O'CLOCK P. y, 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. l 
. Mr. Millard, from the committee on enrollments, reportaj 
aş duly enrolled, a Y ao k 

An ordinance and decree for sequestering and securi 
the wreck and cargo of the schooner Hannah Elizabeth, a 
instituting an inquiry respecting the same, and for other pur 
poses. eas om 
A resolution for appointing Thomas F. McKinny, agn 
&c., for receiving and forwarding supplies, &c. ` 

A resolution directing the Governor to instruct our foreip 
agents, to appoint corresponding agents, &c., &c. 

The Executive Secretary presented, approved by the Gov 
ernor, a resolution appointing Thomas F. McKinny agent, & 

The President laid before the House the resignatiog of Mr 
Westover, as a member of this Council; which was a 
cepted. ` ean “aa ol 

The President laid before the House a report from Colon 
Pettus, respecting his operation in aid of General Mexi 
and also his resignation of the office of contractor for the vl 
unteer army. ` À 

The resignation was accepted, and the report referred to 
select committee, consisting of Messrs. Barnett, Clemen 
McMullen, Powers and Royall. 

Mr. Barrett, from the committee appointed on the parte 
the Council, to conduct the investigation in the case of W 
H. Stecl, made a statement of the proceedings in relationt 
the refusal of Mr. Steel to deliver the archives of the L 
Office uudor his charge, together with the circumstances # 
tending the same. 

Mr. Steel came before the Council and stated, thari 
warrant to arrest him had nòt been served upon hin, 
hearing that one had beep issued, he appeared for the p 
pose of explaining the circumstances of his refusal. 

He stated that the citizeus of Viesca did not considerth 
their delegates were clothed with conventional powers, b 


t 
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jat they generally approved of the doings of the Convention, 
oat as they were intormed of thems that he lived at a great 
jatance’ from the seat of Government, from which commu- 
neations were very uncettain. That as he had been inform- 
dof the provisions of the organic law, no such powers were 
sven as claimed by the commissioners, one,of whom was a 
umissioner for issuing titles under Austin and Wiliams, 
ho claimed ta be empresarios of that calony. That the re- 
hal was made through misunderstanding, aad in the moment 
jexcitcment, and not fromany disrespect to the Government 
vits authorities. With this explanation he submited himself 
nthe Council. 

On motion of Mr. Royall, 

Resolved, that. this council is satisfied from the explana- 
ion made by Mr. Steel, that his, refusal to deliver up the ar- 
chives of the land office under his charge, was made under a 
nsunderstanding, and not from any disrepect to the Governa- 
ment or its authorities. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, . 

Resolved, that Mr. Steel be furnished with a copy of the 
ilove resolution, and that he be honorably discha ged. 

Mr. Clements from the military committee, reported a res- 
dution for receiving the non-acceptance of Madison Whita- 
er, as second lieutenant of infantry; which was accepted. 

Mr. Clements from the military committee, made the fol- 
wing report, which was adopted: i 

Your committee, to whom Captain Allen was referred for 
he purpose of obtaining information rclative to the regular 
amy, and the auxiliary corps, take pleasure in stating, that 
he organic law, and the ordinances were handed to Captain 
Allen, and that he is anxious to join the regular army, after 
samining the same, o 

Your committee recommend,’ that the services of Captaia 
illen be accepted, and thathe has already the requisite nun- 
ler of men for a company, that we proceed to appoint him 
Captain in the infantry. A vacancy which has already. oc- 
wtred by the refusal of one of those who was elected. 

Your committee further recommends, that the recommen- 
dation of Captain Allen to E.W. Thornton, for first lieuten- 
ant, and McCloskey and Brush, for second lieutenants, be 
received, and that their names stand on the list to fill the first 
vacancies that take place by resignation or otherwise. 

The rule of the House was suspended, and on nomingpon 
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of Mr. Millard, John M. Allen, was unanimously elected as 
captain of infantry in the regular army, to supply the vacan. 
cy occasioned by the non-acceptance of Ezekiel Williams, 

On nomination of Mr. Clements, Mr. McCloskey was unan- 
imously elected second lieutenant of infantry in the regular 
army, to supply the vacancy occasioned by the non-accep- 
tance of Madison Whitaker. 

On motion of Mr. Clement, the account of P. Martin, now 
in the hands of the committee on military affairs, was referred 
to the committee on public accounts. , 

On motion of Mr. Millard, the House went into secret segs 
sion, and efter some time spent therein, the’ doors were 
opened, 

Mr.Hanks, from the committee on military affairs, pre- 
sented, an ordinance and decree to require the Paymaster 
General and Quartermaster General, to give bonds, &e; 
which was read the first time and ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. Powers offered a resolution that no member of this 
Council shall be eligible to any office created by them, while 
members of the Council, nor for three months after they va- 
cate their seats as'members; which was read and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

On motion, the Council adjourned to nine o'clock to-mor- 
row fnorning. ? 


* 


2 4 Ed 
CounciL-HALEL, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
December 18th, 1835. ; 


NINE O'CLOCK, A, Me 


T he Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journals of yesterday’s proceedings being read, 

Mr. Clements, from the committee on military affairs, made 
the following report, which was adopted: 

Your committee on military affairs believe that the addi- 
tional corps of rangers, is altogether. unnecessary, as asked 
for in the within resolution. It ig the opinion of your com- 
mittee that the corps of rangers already created, is sufficient 
for the protection of the country, which the’said resolution 


contemplates, aguante tee 
J. D. CLEMENTS, ? Committee 
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Me. Hanks, from the committee o on ‘military affairs, eiai 
up ordinance and ‘decree appropriating forty thousand dol- 
jars for raising and organizing the regular army, &c.; which 
was read the “frst time and laid on the table. 

Mr. Barratt offered - the ne resolution, which was 
dopted: 
i Resolved, that all the: nembé of this Hanee; who have 
heen acting in the Councils of Texas, and: ftom home-two 
months or more, shall be-entitled to ‘draw, for thirty-three 
days per diem upon the. Treasurer through the chairman ‘ot 
the committee on-finance: . - 
The report of the committee.on military. „affairs, iogetker 
with the ordinance for raising à legion of cavalry, was taken 
The report was.adopted, and the ordinance, read a se» 
cond titnes. several amendments were offered ‘and -adopted, 
when the rule was suspended and the ordinante feat a‘third 
time, and the, question being taken on its final. DSreee was 
decided in the affirmative.- sei 

The title-of the ordinance was P 80 as to-read ag 
plows: ~ .* d = 
An ordinanse and decrée augmenting ne vegia army, by 
creating a legion of cavalry.‘ 
On motion of Mr. Royall, Mr. Hanks vias appointed to wait 
ng the Governor, with the ordinance and request | his immedi- 
ate attention 10 it. J 
Ov motion, the Counen adjourned to three t D 'olock, p: my 
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3 i n . THRER 0 6LOCK,-P., Me 
The Gaon met porsuant to adjournment. 7 
The ordinance and glecree to require the Paymasttir and 
Quarter-master Generals, to give bonds, &c., was tdkeut ip 
md'read a second time. Several amendments were-oflefed 
antl adopted; when Mr. Millard presented an amendment for 
creating the office of a commissary general, &e.; which wis 
adopted, Some farther amendments were’ adopted, when 
the rule was suspended und the’ ordinance read ‘the third 
time, and the question taken on i its final passage ead desided 
inthe affirmative, © !> ~s , 

‘The following was Tea as its titler -0 mt etk g 

An.ordinaucg and decree creatingthe office of Cormmissa- 
ty General, and regulating the offices of ‘Paymester ee 


‘termaster Generals, we. ~ ae a. 
The Executive sevretary aena the following message 
p 


12 


from the Governor, which, together with accompanying dotu, 
ments, was Yeferred io the committee on military abate 


et 
ep 


oe Executive DEPARTMENT or Peyas, 
To the Honorable, the. President, and i 
Members of the Legislative’ Counci : 

GENTLEMEN: — 

ĮI herewith transmit to your body, a communication rereiy. 
ed.from the commander-in-chief of the army, in whith he 
complains of delays on your part, in making the nec 
appropriations for the ‘recruiting service. It must be obvions 
to all, that everything connected with the speedy organization 
of the army, shayld be attended to as speedily as possible, 
and that no -obstacle should be thrown in the way in the least 
calculated to retard that object which is so essentially netes- 
sary to the protection of the country. I therefore confidently 
hope that your bedy will immediately consider the matter 
and make such-appropriations as will be ample and sufficient 
for that service, and place it under such restrictions and se 
eurities, as will be calculated in all cases, to secure the Ġo- 
vernment from fraud and imposition, and by nomeans permit 
any barrier to remain, in the least calculated to retard or dis- 
courage the recruiting service, on which so much depends. | 
further have to suggest to you, the propriety of appointing the 
commissioners on the part of the Government, to carry into 
effect the Indian treaty as contemplated by the Convention; 
I can see no difficulty which can reasonably occur in the ap 
pointment, or selecting the proper agents on our patt, having 
so many examples and precedents before us. The United 
States have universally sent their most distinguished military 
officers to perform such duties, becayse the Indians generally 
look up to, and respect their auiboriy as coercive and para- 
mount; I would therefore suggest the propriety of authorir- 

‘ing General Sam Houston of the army, and Colonel John 
Forbes of Nacogdoches, who hag already been commissioned 
as one of my aids, , These commissioners would go espeeial- 
ly instructed, so that no wrong could be committed either to 
the Government, the Indians, or our individugl citizens. All 
legitimate rights would be respected and no others; I am | 
well aware that we have no right to transcend the superior | 
order and declaration made by the Convention; that we mus 


4 


» B3 


A ye Pgs gh iy ge Ae 7 n 
yeep strictly within the provisions ofthat article; and if I re- 
gliect that article right, the outline; or external boundaries 
were demarked, within which the Indian tribes alluded to 
should be l6cated; but at the same time paying due regard to 
the legitimate locations of our own citizens, within the same 
limits. “If these Indians have introduced, themselves in good 
hith under the colonization laws of ihe- Government, they. 
should be entitled to the benefits of those laws, and comply 
vith their conditions, I deem it a duty which we owe te 
hem to pay all due respect to their rights, and claim their 
a-operation in su ppor: of them; and at the same time not 
infinge the rights of our own countrymen so far as they have 
wen justly founded, (These agents going under proper in- 
Rructions would be enabled to do right, but not permitted to 
b wrong, a%their negotiation Tand be subject to investiga- 
tea and ratifigation by the Government before it would 
come å law, 


I am, gentlemen, * 
Your obedient servant, 
. HENRY SMITH, Governor. 
December 18, 1835. 


The Executive secretary also presented the following mes- 
age from the Governor: : 
Exscutive Department or Texas. 
To the Honorable, the President, and 
Members of the Legislative Council: 
GENTLEMEN:— 
Therewith transmit to you the official report of the capitu- 
ation of the enemies’ forces at Bexar, of which rumor has 
me time since reached you. I send you the correspond- 
we, not only because it is due to you, but with the request 
lat you investigate it, and ag soon -as possible, that your 
indy will be good enough to make from the whole a succinct 
cial report for the public eye as you may deem expedient 
wd best calculated to be circulated in handbill form, in order 
bat it be published and circulated, immediately. i 
I am, gentlemen, 
Your pbedient servant, 

' * HENRY SMITH, Governor. 
Decembér 17, 1835. l i 
Mr. Barrett offered the following, which was adopted: 
Rezalved, that the General Council feel, that no better or 
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more suitable report can be made to the peopleof. Texas ang | 
tothe world of the brilliant storming and taking of Bexar 
than that contained in the returns of the brave officers who $ 
have-conimunicated their achieveménts: to-the’ Provisional 
Government, and that the same’ be given to the printer for | 
publication; and five hundred copies in haridbill form be print. $ 
ed as‘Souas pogsible.. © KS L 0 T H 
. The ‘account of John Griffin was presented.and referted tp | 
the committee on public accounts, , ~~‘ ee 

The rule of the House was ‘suspended, andthe ordinance | 
appropriating forty thousand’ dollars tor raising the regular ar: | 
my, was read a second time. oy hcp car ete | 
` Mr. Barrett presented the petition of S. E. Robinson, agent | 
of the Nashville company, which was referred to the commi: § 
tee on the’ state and judiciary. = °"~ a Š 


> r 


The President laid before the House a dommunication from 


1 


General ‘Houston, enclosing the resignation of Philip A. Sub- 


e 


lette as colonel of infantry, which was acéepted. ' ! 
On motion, the Council, adjourned until nine o'clock te | 
morrow morning. e o | 
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Councrn HALL, San FELIPE DE ‘Austr; 
» - , December 19, 1835, 


g n - NINE O'CLOCK, A. M 


$ 


The Council met pursuant toadjournment. 
A quorum not being presnt, adjourned to three o'clock} 
p. Ta. ` i i i ! 


Pi 


- ; - WERE O'CLOCK, Pi M. ` 


The Council met pursuant,to adjournment. l 

The President submitted several letters in the Castilian] 
langua e, which werè referred to the select committee tw 
whom General Mexia’s letters were referred. 

Also two letters from John W. Moore, contractor for the 
volunteer army, which were read and ordered to be placed en 
file. i | or f 

Also a letter from Col. T.J. Rusk, respecting his operation 
in procuring volunteers, &c., which together with the leger 
addressed to Col. Rusk a few days since, were referreg t 
the committee on military affairs. 

The President also submitted aletter from Silas M. Parker 
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rintendent of Rangers, which was read and ordered to 


je placed ọo*file, ooe 


Mr. Clements, from the committee on military affairs made 
the following report which was adopted: —  - . 00 2, 
Your committee-are of opinion, that while the rangers act 
wa separate corps, Government is not bound to famish a sur- 
gon; and should they be called ta act withthe regulararmy, 
they will be entitled to‘the services of the surgeon of the: regi; 


ment to which they are attached. . . . oe 

Mr. Millard from the committee on-enrallments, reported 
wduly enrolled, © a 

‘Also an ordinance and decree creating the affice of com- 
nissary general, and regulating the offices of quarter-master 
and pay-master general. Gin ae neat « ceates Sa otk of 

An ordinance and deeree increasing the regular army 
brereating a legion of cavalry, . > 

"Mr. Clements from, the committee on military affairs, made 
he following report which was adopted: : 

Inasmuch as Colonel Sandovel has been released, or set at 
ibèrty upon his parole of honor,your committee deem any 
tinher action on‘ the part ofthe General Council as unneces- 
um, and beg leave to be hence discharged. po See 
' The executive secretary présented the following message 
fom the Governor, which together with thé accompanying 
documents was referred to the committee on military affairs. 


, ‘Exneurive -Deparrmenp or Texas, 
Tuthe Honorable, the President, and ` 
Members of the Legislatwe Council: 

GENTLEMEN!—- ES 

I herewith transmit to your body two appointments which 
p#rpart to have been, made by-the commander-in-chief of the 
\dunteer army at Bexar. L lay them before b spacial Xe- 
yest, well knowing that you understand your ak y that 
paticulay, and as such, will appreciate those appointments m 
aproper manner. ‘The campaign against Bexar seemg to have 
wmiiated by capitulation. It is paw time for the Govyepp- 
matt bring every thing under its oyyo piper AAT aga 
pursua fi e organic, system in place of contusion, or dezallory 
warfare. . This alone can cure evils, which necessifous pyre- 
tiptancy hax thrown ja upon us. , That this ne RW lipuied 
vgnization, epringiog trom the midst of anarghy and zi u- 
ton- would be sustained without “encountering culties 
p* 


n 
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could not’be expected. Restless, disorganizing’ spirits are! | 
and ever have been, busy both in the camp and åt hoine, with 4 
their vile intrigues'and ‘machinations to sap thé very! founds. | 
tion of all our hopes. Your honorable body cannot be so bling E 
as not to discover’ their base’ purposes. “I now warn yon, t 
place on thein the mark of ‘Caiu,'as an assurance, that ther] 

merited fate awaits them. Ihave previously admonished 
you, that no common duties devolve upon you. ` That a boli] 
determined stand on your part was necessaty tothe preserva. $ 

tion of the country. The foundation already laid must be sus. 
tained, and the fabric reared upon it; it is for yon then, whof 
have been entrusted with the charge, to aid by your indefaii.! 
gable perseverance to complete the building.’ There is virtue} 
in the people, and they will sastain you. > de nae ll 
© ~ Tam, gentlemen, i 
Your obedient servant, oo, 

; HENRY SMITH, Governor. 
December 18, 1835. `” : 


- Mr Linn, from the select committee appointed to. revise 
the revenue laws, &c., made the following report, accampa 
nied by a revised ordinance: i 
. Your committee to whom was referred the custom house 
and revenue laws; beg leave to make the following report: 
That the ordinance and decree establishing ports of entyJ 
and duties of impost and tonnage, and for other purposes; 
“should be revised for the following reasons, Viz. 
1. The bonds and security to be given by collectors are 
less than would cover the amount of public money that might 


come in their hands. 
2. In the appointing under officers in the custom houses 


both the Governor and Council, and collectors had the samq 
authority to make‘those officers, and the result might be, the 
two officers might be appointed to the same office, add bo 
appointments be legally made. 
3. In the mode the duties were to have been paid, the pey 
ment of duties on all sums less thanone hundred dollars, cash] 
and alf sums over that amount six months credit; the resol 
would be, that for the first six months no money could b 
available to the Government from this branch of the the rev 
nue, and it would he rather unfair to give an importation o 
one hundred dollars ag much credit as one of five thousand. | 
4, And also no salaries for the under custoin house otee 


r 
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| verè aaa nor were the entry or clearance feesof vessels 
they beg-leave to- submit to your ‘consideration, a revised 
ydinance and decree on imposts and tonnage duties, and for 


urpdses, : i à . 
aber p ; ° À ‘JOHN J. LINN, Chairman. 


The above report was accepted, and the ordinance read the 
fst time. The rule was suspended and the ordinance or- 
dered to a secound reading, when on motion the Council ad- 
burned till seven o'clock, p. m. i 
— . SEVEN O’CLOCK P, M- 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The ordinance and decree which was under consideration 
rhon the Howse adjourned was tåken up and read a second 
ime and afier several amendments, was adopted, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Barrett was recommitted to the select committee 
who reported it for enrollment. 

The Executive secretary presented, approved by the Go- 
yernor, 

An ordinancé and decree increasing the regular army by 
nising a legion of cavalry. ` 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, f 

Resolved, that the chairman of the committee on finance be 
directed to draw an order on the treasurer in favor of the sec- 
tary, for the sum of fifty dollars, for the purpose of procur- 
ing stationery, lights and fuel. 

On motion of Mr.Barrett the rile of the House was suspend- 
ed and Edward Burleson elected colonel of infantry, to sup- 
piy the vacancy occasioned by the non-acceptance of Philip 
A. Sublette. aa 

The election of officers for the legion of cavalry was made 
the order of the day for to-morrow. 

On motion the Council adjourned till nine o’cloék to-mor- 
row morning. . 


Counou-Hat, San FELIFE DE Austin, ? 
December 20th, 1835. 


* NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 
* £ 
Tne Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
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The journal of the proceedings of yesterday being read 

Mr. Barrett from the committee on the state and the julie} 
ary, to whom.was referred the petition of S. E. Robertson] 
reported. RO sg! Ge È 

An ordinance and decree for the perfecting of land titles 
actual settlers, which was read the first time and ordered to] 
lie on the table, 

The letter of Mirabeau B, Lamar to the convention, was 
referred to the committee on military affairs, f 

The House proceed to the orderof the day, which was the} 
election of officers for the legion of cavalry. 

Several communications were read recommending certain $ 
persons. i r y i 

On motion of Mr. Millard the rule of. voting by ballot wa $ 
suspended, and W. B, Travis unanimously elected Heuten. 
ant colonel of the legion of cavalry. ss 

On motion the House took a recess of one hour. 


e 


F 


$ TWO O'CLOCK P. M. ` 
The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
And proceeded to the election of officers for the legion of 
cavalry. ae 
William P. Miller, M; W. Smith and John A. Money were 
put in nomination. ! 
On counting the ballots there were for Wm. P. Miller four | 
teen votes. 
John A. Money one vote. ; 
Whereupon, William P. Miller was declared duly elected | 
major of the legion of cavalry. 
Lhe House then proceeded to ballot for captains, when 
John N. Seguin, Robert Wilson, Jobn H, Forsyth, B, J. White | 
Haden Edwards, and Jobn York were duly elected captains 
of the legion of cavalry. 
A letter from J. H. Bell respecting powder forwarded t § 
the volunteer army was read, and on motion of Mr. Royall, | 
referred to the committee on military affairs, with instruc- | 
tions to address a letter to Mr. Bell, expressing the thanks of | 
the Council for his prompt attention in forwarding ammuni- 
tion, &e. 
The House then proceeded to ballot for first lieutenants ol 
cavalry, when William G Hill, Meriwether W. Smith, Allen 
Larison, Jonathan Burleson, Placido Benavidas and William 
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jecken were duly elected first lieutenants of the legion of 


alye 
m House then, proceeded to ballot for second lieutenants 
sen Joseph E. Scott, James Br Bonham, Jobn M. Thurs- 
m Manuel Carabajac, James Drake, J. Bevill, jr. were duly 
ited second lieutenants of the legion of cavalry. 
The House then proceeded to ballot for Cornets, when E. 
f Berbo; John, V. Morton, Prospect McKay, W.-O. Stuve- 
iy, ohn O. Goodrich and Darwin M. Stapp, were duly elect- 
d cornets to the legion.of Cavalry, 
The Counçil adjourned ta seven o'clock p. m, 

ai Pae SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, and proceeded 
nballot for a ċo'nanssaäry general; when Mr. Barrett nomin- 
wd Thomas F. McKinney, who. was unanimously elected. 
mmissary veneral. ee 

The House then proceeded to ballot'for first major of artil- 
ny, to supply the vacancy oceasionéd by the non-acceptance 
{William ‘B. "Travis; when Francis W. Johnson was duly 
dected. Tee 

The House then proceeded to electa first lientenant of in- 
antry, in place of John York, promoted; when F. W. Thorn- 
na was duly Gleeted. ` - P 

The President submitted.a letter respecting horses lôst by 
he United States* volunteer compames; which was referred 
athe committee on public accounts. 

The election for commissioners to treat with the Indians, 
was madé the order of the day for Tuesday next. ` 

On mutiva, the Council went into secret session,.and atter 
sme time spent therein, the doors were opened. ` 
On motion, the House adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow 


morning.’ . 
a —— 

Counew-Haun, San FELPE DE AUSTIN, ? 

December 2st, 1835. $ 

NINE O'CLOCK, A. N. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings having been read, 
Mt. Banks, from the cominittes on military affairs, ve- 
pried the following resolutions which was read and adopted: 

Be it resolved by the General Council of the Provisiond} 
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Government of Texas, that William Moore shall be, angi 
hereby appointed Sutler to the troops at Bexar: Provided 
he shall be subject to the orders of the commandant y 
said post, according totherules and discipline of war, 
WYATT HANKS, |] 

The President submitted a letter from B. B. Goodrich 
respecting supplies for volunteers passing through Washing. 
ton, which was referred to the committee on military affair, 

The House took up the resolution offered by Mr. Power 
a few days since, making members of the Council ineligible 
to any olfice created by them while members of the Council, | 

Mr. Clements olfered the following amendment: 

“All officers in the’ army shall be ineligible to any office! 
in the civil department, so long as they hold their offices in| 
the army.” 

Mr. Kerr offered the following amendment to the amend 
ment of Mr. Clements: 

“Except in cases of their appointment as commissioners ni 
treat with the Indians under the provisions of the organic 
law.” i 

The ayes and noes being called on the amendment of Mr. 
Kerr, they were, 

AYES.—Messrs. Menifee, Linn, Harris, Kerr, Millard, 
West, Barratt, Parker.~8. 

NOES.—~Messrs. Clements, Hanks, Royall, Powers, Me- 
Mullen, Thompson, Mitchell.—%, | 

So the amendment was adopted. 

‘Fhe question was then taken on the amendment of Mr. | 
Clements ag amended, which was negatived; when the ques 
tion on the passage of the original resolution. 

The ayes and noes being called for, there were, 

AYES.—Messrs. Clements, Harris, West, Powers, McMul- § 
len, Thompson, Mitchell.—7. | 

NOES.—Messrz. Menefee, Linn, Hanks, Kerr, Millard, 
Barrett, Royall, Parker.—8. | 

So the resolution was negatived. 

The President laid before the House a letter fram John M. 
Allen, which was. read and ordered to be placed on file. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, | 

Resolved, that the thanks of the Vouncil be presented 10 
Captain John M. Allen, and the officers and men compan 
his company, for the patriotic tender of their services to at g 
the people of Texas, in defence of their constitutional right, 


, 
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Dn motion, resolved, that Mr. Harris be requested to wait 

, captain Allen, and present him with a copy of the above 
- tion 
melt House took up the ordinance and decree prohibiting 
Bfcersofthe army trom holding any other office, which was 
mag second time. 
The ordinance and decree making an appropriation for the 
plar army, and for other purposes, was taken up and read 
ie third time; when the question ‘was taken on its final pas- 
Bir and decided in the affirmative. 

da motion of Mr. Barrett, 
Resolved, that a committee be appointed to examine into, 
deport the situation of the printing of the proceedings of 
invention. ; 
a Messrs. Parker, Millard and Royall were appointed that 
g mittee. ‘ ` 
f Qa motion ot Mr. Barrett, 
Resolved, that Messrs. Mitchell, Kerr and Harris, be ap- 
ited a committee to examine, in conjunction with Captam 
Sims, such private papers of his as may be among the 
hives of the land office at this place. 
ir. Royall offered the following resolution, which was 


ed: 

Resolved by thé General Council of the Provisional Govi 
wment of ‘Texas, that the committee of finance ‘be ordered 
draw a draft in favor of William Pettus on the Treasurer, 
nifty dollars, for money advanced by him to Captain Allen, 
k per receipt of the 18th December, 1835, and that sthe 

of the committee on public accounts make a record ot 
t resolution for final settlement of William Pettus’ account, 
weontractor, ac. , i 
On motion, the Council adjourned te three o'cloèk, p. m. 


z 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 


| Aquorum not being present, adjourned, to nine o'clock to- 
TOW 


RE POR ot 
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Couso Hatt, San FELIPE DE Austin, 
December 22d, 1835. ? 


: NINE O'CLOCK, A, 4 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. ‘ 

The jourual of yesterday’s proceeding being read, 

Mr. Millard, from the committee on enrollments, reported 
as duly enrolled, ; . 

An ordinance and decree making ‘an appropriation for ih 
regular army, and,for other purposes. | 

The Executive Secretary presented approved, by the Gog 
ernor: - ' 

An ordinance and. decree creating the office of Commisy 
General; and regulating the offices of Paymaster and Quay 
ter-master General, oe 

An ordinance and decree making an appropriation for th 
1egular army, and for other purposes. | 

Mr. Hanks, fram the committee on militaty affairs, ms 
the following report, which was, adopted: 

Your committee, to whom was,referred’ the message of hy 
Excellency, the Governor, of the eighteenth instant, have hy 
the same under consideration; and respectfully report, tha 
the necessity of system and organization, in the place of cay 
fusion and anarchy, are urged in said message, as all imp 
tant in the present posture of our affairs, S 

ft is also the opinion of your:committee, that the appin 
ment ofa Paymaster for the troops at San Antonio de Be 
is unnecessary at this time far several reasons. - 

In the first place, there is no money in the Treasury to paf 
the soldiers, or for any other purpose. .- 

Secondly—a Paymaster has been already appointed, a 
will proceed to discharge the duties of his office as soon: 
the Government has funds. Beside, the principal complain 
against the General Council is; that.two many offices hay 
been created, and to create that numBer when there is noth 
for them to do, the present impoverished state of our finance 
would give just cause of complaint. 

Your committee cannot under these circumstances recon 
mend the appointment of any additional officer at this tim 
but as soon as money can be obtained to pay the troops 


Bexar, it will be necessary to appoint a Paymaster. 


x 
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Qn motion. of Mr. Hanks, Mr..Adams had-leave to with- 
idaw his papers. `- E 
| Mr. Parker, from the committee appointed to examine into 
| ġe situation of the printing of the proceedings of the Conven- 
ion, made a verbal report on the subject. i 

Mr. Linn stated'to the House that N. Roderiques, who had 
artain horses in`his charge, taken by the volunteer army, 
vished to be discharged. — 

On motion of Mr. Royall, ; 

Resolved, that N. Roderiques be directed to deliver the 
orses put under his care by General Austin, into the posses- 
gnof Eli Mercer, and take his receipt for the same, speci- 
mg the dumber. | A ' 

Mr. Clements presented the accöunt of Mr. C, O, Brian, 
zhich was referred to the committee of public accounts. 

Mr. Clements presented thé following resolution, which was 
sdopted: = a 

Be it resolved by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, that Captain James Cheshire be, and 
wis hereby authorized to’purchase provisions and suppligs 
brhis company for twenty-five men, on his way home, giving 
receipts for the same, accompanied by drafts on the Govern- 
tent: Providing, the whole sum shall not exceed two hundred 
ad fifty dollars, and said drafts shall be considered as debts 


due by thé Government. Ea 

i , ~, ` J. D. GLEMENTS. 

Mr. Royall presented the account of Hamlet, Ferguson 
wi A. G. Long.’ ° 57 soy . 

On motion of Mr. Royall, ` i 

Resolved, that the chairman ofthe committee on finance be 
directed to draw on the Treasurer m favor of Hamlet, Fer- 
gison and A. G. Long, at four months, for the sum of three 
imdred and thirty-five dollars, for horées broken down and 
expenses in going to the army. < l 

On motion, the House adjourned to three o'clock, p. m. 


5 


m 


<` THREE Q'CLOOK, P.M. 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment. ss ` 
Mr. Royall presented letters from J. G.” Robertspn and S. 
Rhodes Fisher, respecting the wreck of the schooner Habyah 

Elizabeth, which were orderéd'to be placed ot file... 
The House then proceeded to the ordets'of the day, which 
wes the election of commissiondts to treat wi th S. 

Q , 
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~ When Sam Houston, John Forbes and John Cameron Were 


: duly elected. 


The following resolution, reported by thé committee o 
Å. 4 jag 

land and Indian affairs, was then taken up and adopted, 
_ Be it resolved by the General Council of the Provisions 
Government of Texas, that Sam Houston, Jolin Forbes ynd 
John Cameron be, and they are hereby appointed commis 
sioners to treat with the Cherokee Indians and their twelve 
associate bands, under such instructions as may be given 
them by the Governor and Council, and should it go ha 
pen that all the commissioners cannot attend, any two of them 
shall have power to conclude a treaty, and report the sams 
to the General Council of the Provisional Government, for jy 
approval and ratification. f 

Resolved, that said commissioners be required to hold said 
treaty as soon as practicable. 

A copy of the above resolutions was ordered to be furnished 
to each of the gentlemen elected, 

Mr. Parker submitted his views respecting instructions to 
be given to the commissioners; which on motion of Mr. Bar 
rett were, together with the report of J, L. Hood, P, J. Min 
ard and others, referred to the committee on land and Indian 
affairs, with instructions to report an ordinance, requiring th 
Governor to pive instructions to the commissioners. 

On motion, the House went into secret session, and after 
some time spent therein, the doors being opened, 

On motion, the House adjourned till nine o'clock to-mor 
row morning. 


Coukgor-IaLt, San FELIPE DE Austin, 
I December 28d, 1835. i 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday's proceedings being read, 
Mr. Barret, from a select committee, made the following 
report, which was adopted: 

Your select committee to whom was referred the lettered 
General Mexia and others, 

Report, that on examing all the papers and documents ca- 
coruing the plans of co-operating with, and proposals of a 
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stance to the people of Texas, from Geueral Mexia. and 
ghers, Mexican Liberals. AT 4 l 
They would advise, that the order fromthe General Coun- 
sto Thomas F. McKinney, of the seventeenth instant; be 
quntermanded, »s your committee can find no reason for de- 
dining the aid of General Mexia, or the aid and co-operation 
any Mexican Liberal, whose cause is our caise,'as oppo- 
gd to military despotism; and advise that the advances made 
General Mexia by the Government agente, be respected.— 
But your Committee are under the necessity af recommend- 
ug to this Council, the avoidance of future responsibilities 
md advances, on account of our Mexican fellow-citizens, 
whose interests are directing their efforts against centralism, 
incommon-with ourselves. - ees 
Qur Treagury.is barren, our resources for present operations 
must be drawn from foreign capitalists, and of conseqnence, 
doubtful, And if the Mexican patriots are induced to act in 
kecomnion cause, let them depend upon their own resources, 
Texas does upon hers.’ Texas‘asks no pecuniary aid at 
te hands of her Mexican brethren; nor is she able to extend 
ktothem. Her éitizens will resist.the oppression and viola- 
ion of their rights at every hazard, with or without the as- 
stance of any power on earth; resting confidently that the 
istice of their cause will secure the ~anction of the omnip- 
gent God; who will protect them in their noble efforts to sua- 
ain the natural rights of mane ` 
D. C. BARRETT, Chairman 
of the select committee of five.. 


December 23d, 1836. 


Resolved, that the President of the Council be requested 
toaddresa a letter to Mr. MeKinuey on the subject of the fore- 
going report, and that he enclose therein a copy of this report 
and resolution, 

On motion of Mr. West, the House proceeiled to the elec- 
ton of first Judge of the municipality of Jefferson, in the place 
of , who has not accepted. 

When William Millspaugh was duly elected first Judge of 
the municipality of Jefferson. : 

On motion, the House adjourned to three o'clock, p. m, 


THREE O'CLOCK, R Ms 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. s 
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* The Executive Sectetary presented the’ following niesga £ 
from the Governor, which together with`the ‘accompanying! 
documents, was réferred iò the committee on milita el 
firs - i ai Yati 
; : Executive DEPARTMENT or Texas, 
To the President and members aa 
S of the General Council. 
GENTLEMEN: 
T herewith transmit to you various documents recevei $ 
fromthe- commander at Bexar. e O - 
¥ou willseé various: bills which they think necessary to bag 
filled out, all of which you will compare and consider. Tie§ 
bills already forwarded to the United States to be filled by} 
special agents, you will take into consideration, and see {ff 
any thing additional should bé ordered. T d 
Of the article of bread stuff, they seém to be very scarce, 
and from verbal information, very little is on the way from} 
Gonzales. What-orders' have been sént to commissaries, fot 
the forwarding of supplies from the West, by way of Labae-| 
ca, I am not advised, but hope that the necessary means will: 
be used to keep them supplied, with whatever the garrison 
may need. ; : oe 
You -will also see an account in favor of Mr. Arnold, of 
which you will make the proper disposition. ed 
The documents relating to .the creation of officers injthe| 
camp, requiring commissions, &c. ‘&c., I have passed over] 
to General Houston, the commander-in-chief, with a request 
that he proceed to order the proper officers to’ that point tof 
take command, and reduce the previous. disorganization to 
system. , 
'T also transmit to yon,, documents this moment received | 
trom Capt. Caldwell of Gonzales, who has heen engaged 
in forwarding supplies to tle army. 
Ihave also received verbal information, that Capt, Caldwell § 
has unfortunately received a wound which will ‘probably re 
tard the prosecution of bis daties for the present. By verbal | 
request of officers, who have been in command at Bexar, Lam | 
informed that a Mr. Smith, a deaf man, well known to the | 
army tor his vigilence and meritorious acts, has been severely | 
wounded in stormiug Bexar, and that his family are daily ex- | 
pected in this place, with an expectation that the Counci i 
would exercise such guardianship over them as their situa | 
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gnindy'require. ‘Their ‘head rethains in catnp,:as‘his ser- 
fees as a spy cannot well be dispensed with. . ‘Alt of which. 
Lisa a a i body for its information, and. 
responding effects, by your OoOo Tu 
A i yPObetlient Servant, 9 «°° 
rvs 8 HENRY SMITH, Governor, 
December 238d, 1835: °°? EO T 
Mr. Royall, from the committee on public accounts, made 
the follwing report, avhich was adopted; and the chairman 
{the committee of finance was directed to draw drafts upon 
hé Treasurer, in favor of those whose accounts had been 
sed by the committee on public accounts, ‘as appears in 
helollowing report, viz: ', e sei ran 
Your commitice to whom was referred sundry accounts, 
chims and demands, beg leave to report, that-they have had 
ie sine onder consideration, and have passed; recommended 
the House for retief, rejected and have under consideration, 
athe manner set forth in the following statement, vizs 
fo. $ James Creer, account $96 00, rejected for want of 


” 


testimony. i 

2 Jobn Lott, certificate $18 00, rejected for want of tes- 
Linlony. a l 

8 G. B, King, accbunt 310 75, passed. 

'& Alex, Blair, “do. 9 12, do. 


_ 6 Jesse Griines, do, 64 00, ` do. 
6 Ira Westover, ‘do. 29 00, do. 


7 J. A. Padilla, do. 87 00,‘ de’ 

8 Johnson & Winborn, do. 284 00, do. 

9 Capt. J. Reed, do. 12 871-9, consideration. 

10 Lewis Boatwright, acedunt, rejected, 

Lt T, G. Western, do. referred to House for relief. 

12 James S, Holman, “do. « do. " 

is R. R. Royall, do. under consideration. 

UL wy Martin, for ‘negro Peter, account $144 60, 
pissed. 


15 Juan Seguine, account under consideration. 
1 Mra, A. B. Peyton, account, under consideration. 


17 J. OW. Forsyth, do, rejected for want of tes- 
» Uimony. 

18 Jolm Ingram, account, rejected for want of testimony. 

19 John Scott, . do. te do. 


20 Stephen Miller, account, $4 50, passed. 
4 S. F. Austin, de. under consideration. 
q* : 


Eee s 
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_ 22 onan Indian, do. recommended to House i 
~. relief 
23. ae F. Hall, account, seconmended to House for 
-relief 
24 Samuel Leiper, account, $21 00, passed. 
25 Claiborne West, certificate, $99 00, passed, 
26 Manana Gavera, account, 14 00, do. 


27 William P. Harris, da. . 5 00, do. 
28 C. B. Stewart, do. referred to the, House fot 
disposal >- 
29 J, C. oe & Nicholas Herron, account, $92 w, 
asse 


30 Individuals unknown, accounts rejected. 

31 Col. Franks, account, $9 50, passed. 

$2 A. Bell, do. rejected. 

33 William Pettus, letter &c., under consideration. 

34, Isaac Best and Dan. Taylor, account rejected. 

35 R. R. Royall, account, cash advanced, $61 00, passed, 

36 Doctor Beasly, a letter of address, recomincddad to 
the House for relief. 

All of which will be entered in a book so soon as the same 
can be procured. 

R. R. ROYALL, Chairman of the 
Committee on Public Accounts, 

December 23d, 1838. 

Mr. Millard asked leave to withdraw from the committe 
of finance —granted. 

On motion, Mr. Mitchell was appainted ta the committe 

of finance. 

"Oo motion, Mr- Thompson was added to the committee on 
naval affairs. 

Mr. Hanks asked leave of abscence during the day.— 
Granted. 

The President submitted a letter fram the commiuvee af 
safety of Beaumont, which was read and referred to the com 
mittee on the state and judiciary. 

On motion, the House adjourned to seveno talockesas m, 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P, M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
Qa motion, the House poe to the election of certai 
oftisers of the army to fill vacancies; when Martin K, Snell 


$ 
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m elected secon lieutenant of infantry, in-place of ———, 
jgned. ; i ; 
*Velentine Bennett was duly elected first Hewtenant of in- 

try, in the place of John York, promoted. 

Mc. Barrett submitted, a letter recommending G. B. Jam- 
son, for an appointment in the engineer department, which 
wag read and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Menifee, the House took up the message 
of the Governor, ‘of the seventeenth instant, containng 
charges against certain persoris therein named, which had 
pretofore been considered tn secret session ‘and-direcied to 
b taken up in open session. After some: discussion, Mr. 
Yenifee presented a resolution’ respecting the powers of the 
Executive; which. was read, and the whole subject ordered to 
jaon'the table. : . 

Mr. Millard presented his‘recignation as a member of the 
Council, which was accepted. 

On motion, it was resolved, ‘that the thanks of this House 
he voted ta Mr. Millard, for his attention and devotion to the 
interests of his country, while a member of this House. 

Mr. Linn, by leave, reported an ordinance respecting im- 
posts and tonnage, which had been recommitted. 

The ordinance anu decree respecting imposts and tonnage, 
nas made the order of the day-far to-morrow. 

‘On motion, the House adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning, 
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Corxerm Harr, San Frue De AVSTIN, 
“i December 24th, 1835. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. . 
The journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read. 
| Mr. Royall presented the account of David Austin, for a 


| k } . 
horse lost, which account had been transferred to Captain 


Tho. H. Bruce. 


The account was allowed for eighty dollars, and the chair- 
man of the committee of finance directed to draw for the 
same out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, ‘ 


q 


“200 


> ~“Phe-fbHowihg necon nts Wwére¢presonted: and relerred to thi 
committee on accounts: ay 
-John M. Alten, Jethra R. Banéroft, three difécont accout 
in favor of Wane Danlevy, James IS Raleombe, eo ee 


£ 
? 


On motion, the Council adjòuined'to three o'clock, p, m, 
i 1> AE a per 


pt 
S d rot a x k +4» 8 
a - qe 


> THREE O'CLOCK, P, y. f 
Te, > + 7 ee S Poe ere i 2 ‘ 
The Council met pursuant to adjovrumeut, - s; 
“A coramunication from.: Captain Cheshire, was. presented! 
and an mation of Mr. West, was rofesced to the: committees 
om military affairs. Soa ae ; 

The accounts of Messise Hanka and Milam, for respone 
bilities assumed for volunigers on their way to the army, for} 
fourteen dollars and forty-three cents, was allowed, and the 
chairman of the committee of finance, directed to draw onthe 
Treasurer tor the same. nO ts 4q 

Tie Esceutive Secretary presented the following message 
from the Governor, which, together with the accompanying 
documents, was referred to the committee on military at 


fairs. a. T ; 
Ho as ; Exscurive DEPARTMENT OF Texas. 
To the Honorable, the President, and > u 


member's of the Council.” 


GENTLEMEN =~ i 

I herowi th transmit for your information, a communica- 
tion just received from Bexar, together with the resignation 
of George Ewing, Esy., who bas been appointed and commi» 
sioned first Judge of the jurisdiction of Auatin, whieh leaves 
avacauey tobe filled up. Alof which is communicate: to 
your boily, for your information and corresponding effects. | 

By your obedient servant, 

HENRY SMITH, Governor 
Deceini or 84th, 1855. i 
On mojon, the ordinance aud decree regulating the duties 

on Tmposts and tonnage was taken‘up and read, and sever 

amendments offered and adopted. 

When the ordinance was ordered to be engrossed unda 
the supevintendatce of Messra. Barrett and Lin. 

On motion, the Council adjourned ull nino o'clock to-mot 
raw MOMMY 


t 
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Cognom Hann, San FELPE pe Austin, 
MH G December 25th, 1835. 


= NINE 0’GLOCK, A. M» 


| Tho Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday's proceedings being read, 
Mt. Barrett presented a corrected copy of the journals of 
fag Convention, which was ordered to be handed over to the 
pinter for publication, agreeably to a resolution of the Con- 
pnto eet g i g 

Me Mitchell was appointed to superintènd the -printing of 
fe same. E ` . i , 

Mr. Royall presented an ordinance and decree for creating 
iy ofice of auditor of public ‘accounts, and for other pwr- 
pess which was read the first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended and the ordinance read 
[ysecond time, and ‘erdered to lie on the table until nine o'clock 
wmorrow morning, : 

The account of William L. Armstrong {or services in the 
nluileer army, was presented and allowed. 
| The chairman of the committee of finance was dirveted to 
daw on the ‘Treasurer for ten dollars, in favor of William 
b Armstrong. i i 

Mr, Armstrong made a-staternent under oath, respecting 
tke accouut of My, Hatton. 

Mt. Clements presented a petition from certain officers, 
axing permission to proceed to Copano, which was read and 
erred to tLe committee on niilitary affairs. ; 

Mr. Kerr, from the committee an land and Indian affaires, 

parted resolutions for instructing commissioners to treat 

mah the Indians; which was road and ordered to lie on the 
e until tomorrow. u ! 

Mr. Menifee presented a ‘petition of several citizens of 

lustin aud Harrisburg fer a new mumiipality, which was 

eerred to the committee on the state and judiciary. 

The President submnitted a letter from the committee of 
akty at Liberty, respecting ammunition forwarded agreen~ 
my to the orderof this Council; which was tead and ordered 
v be placed on file. à 
“Mr. Parker was authorized to dispose of two horses be- 

ging to the Government, and ia the possession of William 

ny, and report to this Council, 


— 
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On motion, the Council adjourned till seven o'clock, pm 


: SEYEN, O'CLOCK, P, y, 

The Cauncil met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Parker presented the account of James $. Halcom) 
which was allowed, and the chairman of the committee o 
finance directed to draw onthe Treasurer in favor of said 
Halcomb, for forty-three dollars and forty-four cents. 

Mr. Hanks, from the committee on military affairs, may 
the following report, which was read and ordered to lie on ty 
table. 

The committee on military affairs to whom was refe 
major F. W. Johnson's letter of the eighteenth of December 
1835, from head Quarters at San Antonio de Bexar, have had 
the same under consideration, and, from the information com 
tained therein, together with the intelligence received of ty 
movements of general Cos, after his departure fiom San Aa. 
tonio de Bexar, from a private source, tenders it necessary ts 
concentrate on the frontier, at the inmost important pomtg, al 
the troops that can be raised, and that as speedily as possibla 

“We are also informed by the communication recetyed fiom 
Bexar, that advices have been received at that place, stating 
that general Reuvier Sesma; þad arrived at Loredo with five 
handred cavalry, aud one thousand infantry for the purpose 
of reinforcing general Cos; and that an army was raising 
San Louis Potosi to be commanded by President Santa Apna. 

Your committee would therefore recommend, that ano 
press be sent to the commander-in-chief of the regular amy 
of Texas, forwarding to him a copy ofthe letter received fi 
Bexar of the eighteenth ultimo; and the private intelligens 
of the movements of General Cas, and further: thor Coloma 
J. W. Fannin be ordered to proceed, forthwith, to the weg, 
and take command of the regalar and auxiliary troops, amd 
that Col. Travis be ordered to repair, with all possible de 
pateh, to the fiontier or the seat of war, with all the troope hs 
cau bring into the field at this time, under his command; 
that the troops at Washington, and such as may be on 
Gaudaloupe, will be ordered to repair immediately, to Goliad 
Copano, or Bexar, for the purpose of co-operating with, 
acting in concert inthe general defensive er offensive ope 
tious, which may be ordered or deemed necessary. . 

Your committee would further earnestly recommend, ta 
the commander-in-chief, be ordered to concentrate all 
troops under his command, or that can be brought into te 
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kid, at Goliad, or Copano, with all possible dispatch, taking 
gre at the same time, to procure by his contractors, the ne- 
wary supplies of provisions for the sustenance of his troops, 
pd that his orders be executed with all promptness and dis- 
ch And further that the commander-in-chief be required. 
parcange, and give orders to his recruiting officers, and make 
gch ape uor of his recruiting officers as may be deemed 
kst by him. ` ; 
Therefore your committee recommend the adoption of the 
plowing resolutioris. 
Inasmuch,, as the number of troops fit for duty now in the 
kld is very much augmented: there being iour hundred 
oops now at Bexar, seventy at Washington, eighty at Goli- 
d,two hundred at Velasco, and several companies on their 
perch to the different military posts and places of rendezvous; 
paking in the aggregate seven hundred and fifty men, now 
service, and ready for active operation; and at least one 
hundred more, not enumerated in the above aggregate who 
will join the army in a few days. * Active operations should 
immediately commenced. For ‘the expense of the above 
umber of men, now in service, together with the officers aud 
watingent expenses, are too greet for Texas, in the present 
date of her finances. Besides to keep the troops idle, who 
lave entered the service. will do as great injury al this time. 
twill induce those who are willing to aid us, to believe that 
wehave no use for any more troops; and it will give our ene- 
nies time to fortify Matamoras and Loredo; so they can de~, 
nonsirate upon us in the spring or whenever they think pro- 
pr; knowing that their fortifications would enable them to 
htreat securely, even if they weie defeated, aud should it 
Wome necessary to take either of the aforesaid places, for 
the security of our frontier, it will be far more difficult, than it 
would be at this time. And no man can doubt the import- 
we and necessity of striking a decisive blow, at once, by 
king Matamoras, we have the possession of the key! yès, 
the commercial depot of the whole country north and north- 
wést, for sevetal hundred miles. We can then fortify the 
lace; demonstrate, when an occasion presents itself, or it 
comes necessary, upon the towns north and west. We can 
also land provisions, and all the munitions of war, and troops if 
meessary at that point (Matamoras) at any time with perfeet 
fety, and without incurring half the a a or risk we must 
“present, And we can alse command the Gulf of Mexico 
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from that point to the city,of New Orleans, and land our troops 
and supplies, wherever we please. Se 

Therefore be it resolved, by the General Council of the 
Provisional Government of Texas: That his Excellency Hep: 
ry Smith, Governor, be and he is herehy earnestly requested 
~to concentrate all his troops, by his proper officers, at Copano 
and San Patricio for the purpose of carrying itto effect the 
objects expressed and contained in the foregotng report, 

Be it farther resolved, that no officer of the regular army of 
Texas shalt receive pay until he's in actual service, under 
orders of the commander-in-chief. ` 

Mr. Hanks from the same committee presented the follow- 
ing report, which was read and adopted. ` 

Your committee to whom was referred the petition of ce- 
tain officers asking permission to proceed to Copano, have 
had the same under consideration, and would respectfully.re. 
commend to the honorable the General Council that his ex- 
cellency the Governor be requested to give said petitioners 
permission or orders to proceed to Copano ta fortify and de- 
fend said place, until they receive further orders, and that hig 
excellency, Henry Smith, Governor, be requested to notify 
the commander-in-chief of the regular army of Texas of the 
same. , 

Your committee deems it important to order Capt. Allen to 
that point, and also to accept the service of such volunteers 
as tender their services, tò aid Captain Allen and his compa 
ny for many important reasons. In the first place, provisions 
ammunition, and supplies will be ordered to Copano by our 
agents in New Orleans, and they will be liable to be taken by 
our enemies, unless a sufficient force is stationed there to 
guard them. SBesides,.we aie. threatened with a large army 
under the-command of Santa Anna; and by building fortifiga- 
tions at different points on the frontier of our state we shall 
able to contend against a much superior force to what we 
otherwise should. It will also throw an additional numberof 
troops on the frontier to co-operate and act in concert with the 
regular and auxiliary troops, should a large force be sentto 
invade us immediately; which we have every reason to be 
lieve will be the case, and that before we can even raise aad 
organize å regiment of the regular army. | 
~ Your committee would therefore. respectfully recom meti 
the honorable, the General Council, the adoption of, the fok 
lowing resolution.. ces . i 
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fesolved, That Captain Allen's and J. Cheneweth's peti- 
joa together with this report be copied by the secretary and 
ynded to his excellency Henry Smith, Governor of the Pro- 
jsional Government of Texas. p i 

The president submitted séveral tommunications from Na- 
doches and other places, which were read and referred to 
ly committee on the state and judiciary. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Royall, the vote ordering the ordinance 
nd decree for creating the office of Auditor, to lie on the table 
yasreconsidéred and the ordinance recommitted with instruc- 
ions to amend it by creating the office of comptroller. i 

Mr. Royall presented the account of John W. Allen, which 
yas allowed, and the chairman of the cofnmittee of Finance 
lirected to draw on the: treasurer in favor of said Allen, for 
wohundred and twenty five dollars. 

The House took up the message of the Governor of the 
yventeenth instant, containing charges, &c., which had been 
hid on the table on the twenty-third. 

When the resolutions offered, by Mr. Menifee were amend- 
ed, and passed unanimously in the following form: 

ist. Resolved by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, ‘That this Council does not recognize 
aacknowledge any power in the exegutive branch of said 
Government, to object to, or veto appointments to office made 
by this Council. That the appointing power is exclusively 
with the Council, and the commissioning is a duty of the Go- 
vernor, consequent upon his office} and even if otherwise, the 
veto as returned upon the list of officers appointed by this 
Council, dated the eleventh instant, was hot returned within 
he three days ptescribed. by the ordinance and decree declar- 
ingthe mode of passing, signing and publishing the ordinances, 
decrees and resolutions of the Provisional Government of 
Texas. ‘The list of officers appointed was sent to the execu- 
ive office the twelfth of December, and returned December 
seventeenth. ; 
ad. Resolved, that by the eleventh article of the organic 
law, this Council can only consider charges and specifications 
Referred against a member of this Council, for malfeasance 
or misconduct in office. i - 
3d, Resolved, that the charges of this character preferred by 
the Governor in his message of the seventeenth instant; against 
D. C. Barrett, the General Council repel, as being untrue; 
and the other charges are not a subject matter proper to be in- 
R 
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vestigated by this Council, according to the aforesaid article 
of the organic law. 

4th. Resolved, that the Governor be, and he is hereb re. 
quested, to issue commissions, forthwith, to the persons named 
in the certified list of the persons elected alg Gate of thd 
eleventh instant. | 

5th. Resolved, that the Governor be furnished with a cop 
of the foregoing resolutions. 

On motion of Mr. Menifee the seals of secrecy were remp 
ed from all the proceedings in secret session up to this date, 

On motion of Mr. Kerr: 

Resolved, that the message of the Governor of the sevep 
teenth instant be filed among the papers of the Council, 
not entered on the journal. 

P Mr. Mitchell, asked and obtained leave of absence for afe 
ays. 

On motion, the House adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 


Covuncii~Hats, San Fenire pe Austin, 
December 26th, 1834. 


NINE O'CLOCK, Ar M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings being read, 

Mr. Barrett from the committee on the state and judiciary, 
offered, the following resolution, which was read and adoptet 

Resolution for paying the secretary of the council and chid 
clerk of the state and finance committee, &c. 

Be it resolved by the General Council of the Provision 
Government of Texas, that the chairman of the committeed 
finance, be required to give to E. M. Pease, Esq. secretary o 
the General Council, an order upon the treasurer for fifty dot 
lars, to apply on his per diem wages, also a like order, forth 
same sum, in favor of J. W. Moody, chief clerk of the stat 
and finance committees, to apply on his per diem wages. 

Be it further resolved, that the treasurer be required tohd# 
the balance of all money in the treasury, or that may com 
therein, as appropriated to the contingent expenses of the 
house, for paying expresses, and expenses for sick and dew 
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Besoldiers, and for no other purpose until further directed : 
‘the General Council. ; 
Mr, Menifee presented the account of James Kerr, for a 
Ese taken by the express rider to Bexar, which was refer- 
al fo the committee on public accounts. 
My. Linn presented the account of captain Allen for provi- 
yas and property taken for his company, which was referred 
sa select committee of three consisting of Messrs. Linn, Me- 
fee and Harris. : : i 
Mr. Thompson offered the following resolution which was 
ad and adopted: 
f Resolved, that the town at the falls of the Brazos river in 
te Nashville colony heretofore known by the name of Viesca, 
k altered ‘to that of Milam and that the municipality in which 
is situated be known by the name of the jurisdiction of Mis 
alts 
Edward B, Wood of Kentucky made a tender ofi his servi- 
nto aid Texas in her present struggle. The subject was 
frred to the committee on military affairs, 
Nr. Powers presented the petition of William Bromley for - 
nappointment in the engineer department, which was read 
d referred to the committee on military affairs. 
On motion of Mr. Kerr, the resolutions for instructing the 
mmigsioners appointed to treat with the Indians, was taken 
jp several amendments were offered and adopted, when the 
solutions were passed in the following form: : 
Be it resolyed by the General Council of the Provisional’ 
Fovernment of Texas, That Sam Houston, John Forbes and ` 
hn Cameron, appointed commissioners to treat with the 
herokee Indians, and their associate bands, be and they are 
eby instructed to proceed so soon as practicable to Nacog- 
hes, and hold a treaty with the Indians aforesaid, and that 
y shall in nowise transcend the declarations made by the 
psultation of November last, in any of their articles of 
paty. 
Be it further resolved, that they are required in all things 
p pursue a course ot justice and equity towards the Indians, 
alto protect all honest claims of the whites, agreeable to 
eech laws, compacts, or treaties, as the said Indians have - 
eretofore made with the republic of Mexico, and that the 
missioners be instructed to provide in said treaty with the 
idians, that they shall never alienate their lands, either se- 
rately or collectively, except to the government of Texas, 
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and to agree that the said government will, at any time here. 
after, purchase all their claims at a fair and reasonable Valua- 3 
tion. : a . 4 
Be it further resolved, that the Governor be required to give! 
to the commissioners such definite and particular instruction, 
as he may think necessary to carry into effect the object of the; 
foregoing resolutions, together with such additional instrue.! 
tions as will secure the effective co-operation of the Indians, j 
at a time when it may be necessary to call all the effective] 
torce of Texas'into the field, and agreeing for their serviceinį 
a body for a specified time. l j 
Be ìt further resolved, that the commissioners be authorized; 
and empowered to exchange other lands within the limits ofj 
‘Fexas, not otherwise appropriated, in place ofthe lands| 
claimed by said Cherokee Indians, and their associate bands, 
On motion of Mr. Barrett, Mr. Powers was requested to 
communicate to the commissioners, his willingness that an ex] 
change might be made with the Indians for lands within the} 
contract of Mr. Cameron and himself, and to leave a copy of 
said communication with the Council. l 
Mr. Parker presented an account of Henry Millard, for mo 
nies paid for expresses and. stationery; which was referred to 
‘the committee on public lands. , : 
On motion, the House adjourned till three o’clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M 


The Council met pursuant to adjourament. 

Mr. Linn from the committee on enrollments, reported a 
duly enrolled, a resolution for instructing the commissioner 
appointed to treat with the Cherokees. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, ; : 

Resolved, that a committee of three be appointed to taki 
up all claims rejected by the committee on public accounts 
who shall collect and examine the evidence respecting then 
and if in their opinion such claims are equitable and just, \ 
report an ordinance or resolution for their relief. Messy 
Harris, Menifee and McMullen were appointed that com 
mittee. . 

Mr. Royall from the committee on public accounts, mad 
the following report, which was adopted, and the chairman 
the committee of Finance, was authorized and directed,! 
draw orders upon the Treasurer in favor of the respective pe 
sons therein specified, tor the specific amounts allowed thes 


209 


Your committee to whour was referred sundry accounts, 
dims and demands, beg leave to report that they have had 
te same under consideration, and have passed them as föl- 
kws, viz: : A a j 

No. 17. A certified discharge out of the service of the fede- 
alarmy of Texas, for two months:and thirteen days service, 
ending on the fifth of December, 1835, which is passed for 
he amount of forty-eight dollars, sixty-six.cents, in favor of 
Joshua Canter. 

No. 18. A certified-discharge out of the service of the fede- 
alarmy of Texas, for two months service, ending fifth De- 
ember, 1835, which is passed for the amount of foity dollars 
in favor of Nicholas Kelly. ae 

No. 20. A certified discharge out of the service of the fede- 
nl army of Texas, for two months and thirteen days service, 
mdiug on the fifth day of December, 1835, which is passed 
brthe amount of forty-eight dollars and sixty-six cents, in fa- 
w of John Bougnieno. 

No, 21. A certified discharge fron Captain M. R. Goheen’s: 
ompany, for one month and twenty-six days service, ending 
the 24th November, 1835, which is passed for the amount of 
thirty-seven dollats, thirty-three cents; also a certificate from 
¥.8. Thomas, quarter-master, for seventeen dollars, seventy 
ive cents, for corn furnished Captains Inglish and Bradley’s 
umpanies, the thirtieth October, 1835, which is passed, both 
which items are in favor of John Ingram, making an ags 
negate of fifty-five dollars and eight cents. 

No. 23. A certified discharge out of the service of the army 
aid company of Captain George Inglish for two months and 
ree days service, ending on the fourteenth December, 1835 
thich is passed for the amonnt of forty-two dollars in favor 
0A. H. White 
„No. 24. 25. A certified discharge out of the service 
ti the federal army of Texas, for two months and twen- 
five days service, endiag thirteenth December, 1835, 
which is passed for the emount of fifty dollars sixty-six cents. 
Also a certificate from John York, captain of the Brazos 
Guards, for the loss of a gray mare, (American,) appraised 
by William Dunlevy and Andrew Devoult, at seventy-five 
dllars, making an aggregate of one hundred and twenty- 
lve dollars, sixty-six cents, in favor of Benjamin C. Wal- 
ce, 

No, 26. An account sworn to and passed for the amount of 
rt 
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seven dollars, in favor of Henry Millard, for stationery, and 
cash furnished for the use of the House, &e. * 

„No. 27. A ‘certificate and affidavit for a horse of a dun 
color, valued at sixty dollars, which amount is passed in favor 
of James- Kerr. . no 

No, .28. An account made up from the,discharge, as My, 
Hall wished his discharge to accompany bim back to the Un, 
ted States, examined and passed for twenty dollars, in favor 
of John F. Hall. poe, 
OR. R. ROYALL, Ghairman of - 

Committee on Public Accounts. 

Mr. Royall, fiom the same committee, also made a verbal 
report of the account of John W. Fogg, for one hundred and 
sixteen dollars, sixty-six cents; which was allowed and the 
chairman of the committee of finance authorized and direeted 
to draw upon the Treasurer in favor of said Fogg for that 
amount, _ 

Mr. Hanks presented the following reselution, which was 
adopted: ' 

Resolved, that all commissioned officers in the regular ar- 
my of Texas, when ordered on the recruiting service, shall 
be authorized and empowered to admyhister the oath pre- 
sctibed by law, to all or every person or persons, who shall, 
enlist into the service of Texas, and sign enlistments as a sol- 
dier in the regular army. . 

Mr. Hanks, presented “an ordinance and decree creating 
the offices of Auditor and Comptroller of Public Accounts for 
Yexas;” which was read a first time, when the rule was sus- 
pended, and the ordinance read a second time, and after some 
amendments, the rule was further suspended, and the ordi- 
nance read a third Lime, when the question was taken on its 
final passage, and decided in the affirmative. . , 

The Execttive Secretary presented a message from the 
Govergor, which was read, and which, together with the ac- 
companying documents, was referred io the committee on the 
state and judiciary. 

The following is the message: 

Executive Department or Texas. 
To the Honorable, the President, and 
Members of the Legislative Council: 


GENTLEMEN: — 
I transmit to your body a transcript made fiom a com- 
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pmication just réceived fiom John Forbes, Esq. of Nacog- 
ioches, 2 part of the communication being of a private char- 
ster, precludes its introduction, except such part as relates _ 


* 


wthe public. = l 
Mr. Forbes encloses back a commission, which had been 


previously sent to him, which I herewith transmit to you with 
these remarks, as a reason why it was returned. That he 
lad previously received the appointment of first judge of that 
municipality, and in obedience to an ordinance and decree 
rgulating offices nndeér this Government, he felt bound to 
decline his acceptance to the last commission, and as such re- 
umed it with these remarks. And ‘furthermore says, “that 
wing to the combed and active opposition of some six or 
dght speculators, sustained by individuals from the States, 
who employ them to engross the lands that are’ properly the 
public domain, that the intentions of the Government and its 
nts relating to the public lands, and even its judicial acts, 
lave been delayed and interrupted, greatly to the injury of the 
abe? j Š 

i further says, ‘I should be happy to receive from the 
Com¢il some rules for my government as judge; 1:2 duties 
which I shall endeavor faithfully to discharge.” 

He says further, “I am solicitous to learn whether the two 
yer eent. duties, which have heretofore been laid for the use of 
the State, is yet in force.’ And concludes by saying, “a good 
st of uniform laws or decrees, regulating and governing the 
judiciary, would have a beneficial influence, &c.” 

Your honorable body will plainly see from the foregoing, 
the situation of the land offices to the East, and that the acts 
atthe Convention have not been carried into‘effect; nor does 
appear they can be, short of a military force, and whether 
such a course would be calculated to produce any salutary 
elect, is for your honorable body to determine. "That some” 
hind of effort should be made by us to sustain and protect the 
public Interest, must be obvious to all. While we are con- 
tending with a powerful foe, even for our very existence, that 
se should find men among us capable of committing piracies 
bth on sea and land, is, I mast admit, rather discouraging; 
hut permit me to say to you, that every opposition has a pow- 
etal tendency to stimulate me to the greater exertion, and I 
hope it will have the same effect on your honorable body.— 
Opposition, strong, vigilant and persevering was by me anti- 
apated, hence I gm never taken ‘by surprise, or deceived in 
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the persons who stir up. They never considered the public | 
good, but seek their own private interests; hence they are ever | 
vigilant and on the wing. Itis made our duty to guard ang | 
protect that which they wish to destroy. They dread organ. J 
ization as a great evil, because honest investigation follows as | 
a matter of course, which they dread; PROE darkness to | 
light, because their deeds have been evil. ; l 
These men have their unprincipled hirelings and satelites | 
to operate, and endeavor to keep themselves,bebind the screen; | 
they may not be generally known to your body, and as such, | 
will no doubt, often attempt to practice fraud upon you, by § 
their insinuating approaches. Me, they seldom approach: § 
they may overpower, but never can deceive, 
I consider that we are discharging the public trust confided § 
to us by the representatives of the people, and that our duties $ 
should be performed with that energy and promptitude which | 
the true interests of the country and the expectations of the | 
people require at our hands; regardless of all other consider- § 
ations, I would recommend to the consideration of your hon- § 
orable body, the propriety of some efficient course to be | 
adopted, to carry into effect the decrees of the late Conven- § 
tion, and also the decrees of the Provisional Government, } 
predicated’ on their authority. Letus honestly and faithfully | 
discharge our duties, and the people will sustain us. 
Iam entirely at a loss to know what is meant in the inqui | 
ry of Mr. Forbes respecting the two per cent. duty, heretofore | 
collected in favor of the Government, and whether it 13 still j 
continued, &c. Ihave never known any such duty, or law 
having been in force. | 
I am gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
Dec. 26th, 1835. HENRY SMITH, Governor. | 
“Mr. Linn presented the account of N. Roderigues, for takin 
care of public horses. Twenty-five dollars were allowed, | 
and the chairman of the committee of finance authorized and 
directed to draw an order on the Treasurer for the sume. 
Mr, Royall, from the committee on military affairs, to whom 
was referred the proposition of M. B. Lamar, of Columbus, 
Georgia, for raising a company, offered the following: 
Resolved, that his Excellency the Governor, be requested | 
to address Mr. Lamar on the subject, and enclose him a copy 
of the ardinance and decree for rgising an auxiliary volunteer 
corps; which was adopted. - 
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Mr. Barrett, from the select committee of five, to whom 
was referred the communications of General Mexia, and 
andry other persons, made a verbal report, asking to be 
lischarged fiom the further consideration of the subject; 
yuch report was accepted and the committee discharged. 

Mr. Barrett, from the committee on state and judiciary, to 
whom was.referred the petition of certain persons in Austin 
ad Harrisburg, reported an ordinance and decree, creating 
the municipality of Fort Bend, and organizing the same; 
which was read a firsttime and ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, the House adjourned till nine o’clock to-mer- 
ow morning. i 


Couso Harr, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, ? 
December 27th, 1835. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings being read, 

Mr. Linn, from the committee on enrollments, repurted en- 
rolled, 

“An ordinance and decree, creating the offiees of Auditur 
and Comptroller of public accounts for Texas,” 

“A resolution for changing the name of the municipality 
md town of Viesca, to Milam.” 

“A resolution authorizing the commissioned officers of the 
regular army to administer oaths to those who enlist.” 

Mr. Hanks, from the committee on military affairs, re- 
ported “an ordinance and decree prescribing the manner in 
which the volunteer army shall present their claims; which 
was read the first time and laid on the table. 

«Mr. Barrett, from the committee on the state and judiciary; 

reported “an ordinance and decree for perfecting titles to act- 
settlers; which was read the first time and laid on the 
lable. - 

Mr. Linn, from the select committee, to whom was referred 
the accounts of Captain Allen, made the following report, 
which was reud and adopted: 

Your committee, to whom was referred the accounts and 
vouchers for property, as presented by Captain J. M. Allen, 
beg leave to make the following report: 
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ist. That the within receipts ought to be handed to the 
auditor, as they are duplicate amounts of debts due by the 
Government, to the individuals as expressed by the receipts, 
2d. The annexed list shews what articles are in the hands 
of Captain J. M. Allen, which belong to the public; and your 
committee think it proper to say, that they deem it due ty 
Captain J. M. Allen and his officers, for having paid all at- 
tention to the public interest that circumstances would ad. 

mit. 
JOHN J. LINN, Chairman, 


A list of articles left by Captain J. M. Allen in the care of 
Benjamin Beason, on the Colorado. 
14 Kegs powder, 
1 Box cannon powder, 
' 2 Pigs lead, 
1 Box sundries, shoes, &c., 
1 Bbl paper and 13 catridge boxes, 
1-2 Keg epsom salts, 
3 Swords, 
13 Muskets, 
1 Box catridges, 
1 Box said to contain catridge boxes amounting to 30, 
1-2 Bushel salt, 
A partof a box of tobacco, 
1 Axe, 
1 Waggon, 
1 Waggon tent, 
4 Chains, 
4 Yoke of.oxen. 


kd 
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By F. W. THORNTON, 


First Lieutenant. 


Mr. Royall presented an ordinance and decree for defining 
and fixing the boundaries of the municipality of Matagorda, 
which was read the first time, when the rule was suspended, 
and the ordinance read a second and third time, when the 
question was taken on its final passage, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. Kerr offered the following preamble and resolutions, 
which were read and adopted: 

Whereas, by the eighteenth article of the treaty of capitu- 
lation, made with General Cos, at Bexar, on the 11th Decem- 
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per, 1835, the prisoners of both armies up to that time shall 
be put at liberty: Therefore, ; 

Be it resolved, and it is hereby resolved, that the prisoners, 
fosign Antonia de La Garza and Cadet Juan de La Garza, 
ie set at liberty on their parol of honor, not in any way to 
oppose the ‘re-establishment of the federal constitution of 
1824, according to the first article of said capitulation. 

Be it further resolved, and it is‘hereby resolved, that the 
Governor be requested to correspond with the commanding 
ocer nt Matamoras, and propose an exchange of such of 
or citizens, passengers in the Hannah Elizabeth, as may 
have fallen into his power, for an equal number belonging to 
the Schooner Bravo, now in our possession at Matagorda. 

Mr. Parker, from the committee to whom that subject was 
referred, made the following report, which was adopted and 
the committee discharged: 

Your committee of one, to whom was referred the subject 
matter of disposing of two horses, belonging to the public, 
left at the house of Mr. Perry, between this and Washington, 
respectfully reports, that he has met no opportunity of dis- 
posing of said horses, and requests to be relieved from any 
further consideration on that subject. 

D. PARKER. 


Mr. Lion presented a resolution providing for the erection 
ofa monument to the memory of Benjamin R. Milam, at 
San Antonio de Bexar, which was adopted; and his Excel- 
lency, Henry Smith, James Cockian, John R. Jones, Gail 
Borden and John H. Money, were appointed a central com- 
mittee to carry into effect the objects of the resolution. 

The following accounts for services and losses, in the vol- 
onteer army were presented and allowed, and the chairman 
of the committee of finance directed to draw an order on the 
Treasurer for the same, in favor of the respective individuals. 

Thomas J, Golightly, eighty-five dollars. 

John Dabney, forty-eight dollars. 

Stephen Williams, eighty dollars. 

Mr. Hanks presented the petition of John D. Nolan, fora 
mule lost in the volunteer army, which was referred to the 
committee on public accounts. 

On motion, the House adjourned till three o'clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


zje 


Mr. Kerr moved that a committee of two be appointed fo 
receive the parol of the Mexican prisoners, which was agreed 
to, and Messrs. Kerr and Linn were accordingly appointed, 

On motion, it was resolved, that the chairman of the com. 
mittee of finance be permitted to draw orders in such gums 
as Claimants may wish, for claims allowed by the Counci: 
Provided, the same shall nat be less than twenty-five dol. 
lars. 

The following accounts -were presented and allowed, ang 
the chairman of the committee of finance, directed to dray 
orders upon the Treasurer for the same, in favor of the tes. 

ective individuals, viz: 

William Dunlevy, ninety-eight dollars and thirty-three 
cents. 

A H. White, (an additional allowance,) ten dollars. 

Daniel Bourne, thirty-nine dollars, thirty-three cents. 

Andrew Lawson, fifty-four dollars. 

T, G. Western, two hundred and fifty-seven dollars and 
forty cents. 

D. Gallahar, fifty-three dollars and thirty-three cents, 

Mr. Barrett, from the corhmittee appointed to enroll and 
correct the ordinance and decree establishing and imposing 
duties on ‘mposts and tonnage, and for other purposes, re- 
ported the same enrolled; which was read the third time, 
when .e question was taken on its final passage, and decided 
in the “irmative. 

On m. m, the committee of finance were discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of John J. Linn, and 
the petition was referred to the committee on the state and 
judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Hanks, the report of the committee on 
military, respecting the disposition of the troops, &c., was 
taken up and adopted. í 

The ordinance prohibiting officers in the army from holding 
other offices, was taken up and postponed until the fourth day 
of July next. 

{The resolution directing Captain Allen to proceed to Co 
pano, was taken up and indefinitely postponed. 

The committee on military affairs presented the following 
report, which was considered and adopted: 

Your committee, to whom was referred the letter of B. B. 
Goodrich, have had the same under consideration, and beg 
leave to report, that itis impossible to enlist men in the ser 
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‘ice, or Obtain aid, unless provisions are furnished to them, 
arvery few of them have the means of subsistence; and 
ye cannot expect aid, éithe? at home or abroad, unless some 
ision is made for their revéption and subsistence, and we 
it satisfactory information, that persons are now at Wash- 
agon, and daily arriving, who have come with the avowed 
sect of assisting Texas in her present struggle, and we 
ave declared to them through our agents, as well as ather- 
vise, and to our frierids throughout the United States of the 
forth, that ample provision shall be and is made for them, 
md inasniuch as there is nó monéy in the Treasury at pres- 
ef, aud to counteract the evil that mist grow out of the pres- 
at state of things; your committee‘recommend the adoption 
yfthe following resolutions: 

Be it resolved, that the contractor of the Provisional Gov- 
emment of Texas, at thé town of Washington, be and he is 
lereby authorized, to press provisions for the men going to 
the army, or such as intend joming the army: Provided, ey 
amot be purchased; and to give drafts upon the Government 
aforesaid for the same; and that said debts be considered as 
ash due by the Government; and that said Contractor be, 
ad he is hereby authorized to call upon the civil atitkor- 
ities to assist Him to obtain said provisions, if- necessary, 

Be it further resolved, that the Secretary furnish a certified 
copy of this report and resolutions, and forward the same to 
he said Contractor at Washington, on the Brasos, 

The ordinance and decree creating the municipality of Fort 
Bend, was taken up and read the second time; when, on mo- 
ton of Mr. Harris, it was laid on the table until to-morrow. 

Mr. Linn, from the committee on enrollments, reported as 
duly enrolled, « 

“An ordinance defining and fixing the boundaries of the 
municipality of Matagorda.” se 

Also, “a resolution respecting ari exchange of Mexican 
prisoners.” ` . 

On motion, the House adjourned till to-morrow; nine | 
clock, a. m. 
$ 
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* -+ Çovxom HALL, San FILIPE DE AUSTIN, 
- ’ -December 28th, 1835, i 


NINE O'CLOCK, A M.. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday’s proceeding being read, | 
Mr. Hanks, from the committee on military affairs, made| 
the following report; which was read and adopted: 
Your committee, ta whom was referred, Mr. Arnold’s a¢.] 
caunt, beg leave to report, that. it has.not the necessary proof 
or vouchers, accompanying it, consequently your committee! 
cannot act upon.it, but ask permission to return said account} 
to the House for their action, and for your committee to be 
hence discharged. | _ , ] 
The report being approved, the committee were accord. i 
ingly discharged. ` . | | 
The committee, to whom was referred the letter of Thomasi 
J. Rusk, together with the instructions given by the’ General 
Council to Colonel Rusk, to hurry out troops to Bexar, &c,, 
have had the same under consideration and beg leave to re- 
port, that the President of the General Council be requested i 
to notify Colonel Rusk to desist from enlisting traops, only for 
the regular army and auxiliary corps, and to report the same} 
to the commander-in-chief of the army of Texas. 
Your'committee, to whom was referred the letter of Will-§ 
iam Bromly, have had the same under consideration, andi 
respectfully report, that Mr. William Bromly’s name be} 
placed upon the list of applicants for a situation in the engi; 
neer department. 
Your committee having examined the letter of recommen-| 
dation of Mr. Edward B, Wood, would respectfully recom-| 
mend that his name be placed upon the list“of applicants for 
an’ office, suitable to his abilities and qualifications, as soon 
as a vacancy takes place. | 
Your committee thinks it due to Mr. Wood, as he comes ti 
our country highly recommended, believing it very important} 
to encourage the emigration of young men of education and 
respectability to our country. For upon such men willer§ 
long devolve the task of legislation and all the arduous duties 
‘of Government. 
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The same committee also reported that they: ‘had addressed 
eter to Mr. Bell, in pursuance of an order-of the House. 

Mr. Hanks from the same cammittee returned to the House 
alist of the wounded at the storming of Bexar, which was ‘or- 
kred to be placed on file. 

The President submitted a- lettet from E. Hall, agent at 
New Orleans, which was, read and referred to the coon: 
mthe state and judiciary. | => ~ 

The President also snbmìtted- a communivaiion “froin S 
Rhodes Fisher, respecting the schooner:Hannab Elizabeth, 
ghich was read and referred fo a select committee, consist- 
ing of Messrs. Barrett, Royall and Kerr, “with Ponar ta send 
for persons and‘papers. > °° * 

‘The following accounts were presented and allowed; and 
the ehatrman of the committee of finance, directed to draw 
aders oñ the treasurer in favor ofthe several nea for 
their respective amotints, Xiz.” - j 

| Meis. M. B. Peyton, thirty-nine dollars, E Ree, oy 

Joseph Urban, thirty dollars: ee K 

Jones and Townsend, fourteen dollars. ` 

Joshua Fletcher, fourteen dollars. > « 

` The ordinance and deċree for perfecting titles to actual set- 
iers, was taken up, Mr. Royall offered a substitute for the or- 
dmance which was read, when the ordinance was made the 
order of the day for this afternoon. 

Mr. Barrett from the committee on the staté and judiciary, 
made the following report, which was read and ‘ordered to lie 


on the table: ` 


To the Honorable, the General-Council 
of the Provisional Government: 


Your committee on state and Judiciary to whom was refer 
red the Governor’s message of the 26th instant, and varicua 
letters and documents from Nacog deches— 

Respectfully report, that from the general information cor- 
dained in the Governor’s message and letters from 8. H, Eve- 
it, Esq. the only acting commissioner under the fourteenth 
ssthon of the organic law, in the department of Nacogdoches, 
and the other documents referred; your committee are unwil- 
hagly convinced of the prevalence of a spirit of disorganisa- 
ton, In some parts of that country, which in a more limited 
degra, algo, exists elsewhere in Texas; and that this spirit, 
the natural consequence of the revolutionary state of our coun- 
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try, a change in-its form of sovernment,.a mixed Population 
coming from various parts ofthe world, stranger's to each othe; 
and unassimilated in character or habit; but your committe 
are well couvinced, from the knowledge of the Anglo-Amati. 
ean character which constitutes the greater part of Nera cib 
zens; that fhe intelligence and moral feeling of the mags of 
that people, ever reflective, would have ere this led them tg 
consistency of conduct, and respect for the existing authorities, 
created by their own represéntatives, from the present neces 
sity, however crude in organization, yet giving order and af 
fording protection for the time; were it not for ambitious de 
magogues, designing and sinister speculators; equally deat. 
tute of patriotism, and regardless of the .people’s rights, and 
every other consideration that obstrycts the gratification of 
their own private ends. Such men, even in a settled and wel 
regulated community, offen distract the minds of the honest 
and undesigning, disturb the harmony of society, until by a 
seyere rebuke from the peaple themselves, or by the stron 
arm of the law, their career of wickedness js checked, a 
they become objects of contempt and infamy. That thegood 
people are troubled from such men among them is hy no meus 
unexpected. To guard against the consequences of theirgvil 
machinations is our first duty, and involving immen-e respon- 
sibility upon all the officers of the Provisional Gavernment; 
and we cannot hope to effect this, ynless union, prudence, j 
tice and firmness,.are the governing motives ofall aur conduct 
throughout all our councils. 

Your committee most cordially respond to the principles of 
action recommended to this Council, as necessary to the very 
existence of order and respect for the laws, and are fully 
aware of the magnitude of the evil and deep injury to the 
country, consequent upon the intrigues, frauds and uncontrek 
led ravages of the daring and unprincipled land speculators, 
who infest the country, agitating the public mind with bass 
falsehoods, and keeping up discord, djstrust and disreputg to 
their own and only source of present protection, and lastia» 
rieragainst anarchy and internal war, the Provisional Govem- 
mentof Texas. Yourcommittee confidently assure his excallay 
cy that the Genaral Council know these men tao well to be de 
ceived by them; and while acting under the influence of paw 
ciples hitherto governing the canduct of this hody, feel thw 
the virtue and intelligence of a free people will sustain thor 
acts. . ‘Gonfiding in the certain effect of such motives aa tonk | 
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ng to the objects of ourexistence, when strengthened with the, 
ywanimity and concert. of the co-ordinate branch of this Go- 
yernment, your committee would respectfully call the atten- 
ion of the Provisional Government to the following views: 

dst. To the situation of the commissioner,S. H. Everitt, Esq. 
who, standing alone with a high sense of duty to his country, 
has subjected himself to the malice of wicked men, whose ill- 
nature he contemms, and’ whose threats he defies. But inthis 
situation, although ably sustained by many high minded pa- 
riots, he has been unable to accomplish the work entrusted 
tr him by the representatives of the people. Other causes than 
resistance have prevented. The non-acceptance of the other 
commissioners appointed; the scruples of Judge Forbes (ap- 
pointed by the Council, to act in the place of Mr. Sigler) to 
accept the trust, as inconsistent with his office of judge, and 
the great distance of this seat of discontent and disorganiza~ 
jon from the head of the acting authorities of Texas; have all 
contributed to give impunity and success to the leaders of the 
opposition to the country’s interests and safety. This turbu- 
lent insubordination to all order and government, your com- 
mittee hoped to have seen subdued by means of a mild course, 
hus far pursued in all our councils concerning the authors of 
sich dangerous practices. Your committee advise the ap- 
pointment of G, W. Smith as a commissioner to act with Dr. 
Everitt and Judge Forbes, in carrying into effect the four- 
teenth section of the organic law; and advise that the provi- 
sions of the ordinance and decree of this Government, refer- 
rel to bysSudge Forbes, as inducing his unwillingness to act 
in the matter, does not contemplate this case. The objects of 
that law are clearly confined to officers, and do not extend to 
agencies, of which this is considered as one. 

‘And the committee further advise, that the Governor be re- 
quested on returning the commission to Judge Forbes, so to 
instract him‘and request his acceptance of the trust, as for the 
god of his country. And your committee recommend that 
the Governor instruct the commissioners, that their duties are 
plainly comprehended in the language of the fourteenth sec- 
toh of the said organic law; which is to take all papers, ay- 
chives, &c., from the several land offices, and deposite them 
insate places, &c. subject to the order of the Governor and 
Council; that their duties extend equally to such arcbires of 
the political chiefs, alcaldes and all other officers as are relat- 
ing to lands, and to command all such officers, and all persons 
s* : 
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engaged in surveying and locating lands, to cease their opera. 
tions, until the future orders of this or a succeeding gover 
ment of Texas. All this the said commissioners are autho. 
ized and empowered to effect; but in case of resistance on the 
part of any one contemplated in this act, no mode or power of 
compulsion seems given to the commissioners, consequently 
provision must be made by Government. 

By the last section of the organic law, full and ample pow. 
ers are vested in the Governor and Council to carry into effec 
the said organic law, and all the decrees and resolutions a 
the Convention. The Council must determine the mode, th 
Governor see to the execution. * 

Your committee therefore advise that the Governor be ay. 
thorized and required to make out in a proper’ manner, the 
common-law writ of assistance, commanding all officer, 
whether civil or military, and all good citizens of Texas, t 
be at any and at all times, when required, aiding and assist 
ing said commissioners, or any two of them, in the execution 
of said commission, and that on any person Or persons refusal, 
when thus called upon by virtue of such writof assistance, to 
render prompt and efficient aid, he or they shall be fined ing 
summary way, on due proof, in any sum not extending over 
one hundred dollars. 

Your committee further advise, that the Governor in his in. 
structions to said commissioners, require them to use all 
sible prudence and forbearance, consistent with the honor and 
dignity of the staté, in the execution of their trust, and not te 

` sort to physical force, until other measures are exhausted and 
unsuccessful. 

Your committee being sensibly impressed with the neces 
sity of framing an ordinance for the better defining the duties 
of judges and other officers of justice, and regulating fees, &e 

recommend that the proper committee be required to report 
an ordinance to thé bouteil without further delay, and sell 
committee already merits the just censure of this House fors 
long delaying a duty imperatively required of the Gover 
ment by the organic law; but advise, that all judges haying: 
knowledge of the common law of England, will at once # 
their duties explained in the administration of criminal justi, 
arid in writs of Habeas Corpus as well in the definition ol 
crimes, as in the form of executing the laws. The principles 
are applicable throughout, and’ well adapted to the under 
standing and habits of our citizens generally. Full testamer 
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wers are also given to judges. And -your committee 
sivise that these powers are regulated by the heretofore ex- 
iting laws of the land, whether provided by the statutes, or 
g regulated by the law partidas, or other principles of the 
civil law. i - So ce 

Notarial powers are to be executed under and by the pro- 
visions of the same laws, with this difference, perhaps, that all 
judges are, by the organic law made public notaries without 
a special commission. i 

Attachments, sequestrations ‘and arrests are regulated by 
the civil code and code of practice of the state of Louisiana. 
All other civil proceedings being suspended, until otherwise 
directed by the Government, your committee would advise 
that it would be impossible to give further instructions upon 
the duties of judges unless by writing out a system of laws, 
capied from all the above, which have long’beenin use in 
Texas. 

From other documents referred, your committee are satis- 
fied, that the post master of Nacogdoches greatly contributes 
tothe prevailing disorders and discontents among the people 
there, by withholding communications calculated to inform 
and undeceive them, as respects the acts of their convention 
and of the Government; and acting in concert with the land 
speculators and other evil disposed persons, to the great inju- 
ry of the public tranquillity and safety; and therefore advise 
that the post-master general be required to discharge the said 
‘postmaster at Nacogdoches from office; and appoint some one, 
whose patriotism and love of order will produce a respect for 
the Government of the people, and obedience to the laws. 

Another subject worthy of consideration is presented to 
your committee by the papers referred, which is an appropri- 
ation of public monies in Nacogdoches, for the necessary ex- 
penses of the commissioners, and paying express riders be- 
tween the Government and Nacogdoches. No provision has 
been made for compensation to commissioners, or for their 
necessary contingent expenses; and as frequent communica- 
tions may he required between the commissioners of that de- 
partment and the Government, your committee advise that the 
ssid commissioners be authorized to draw upon the collector 
of Nacogdoches from time to time, so that the whole sum shal] 
not exceed five hundred dollars, which shall be accounted for, 
and settled in the Same manner of other public accounts; and 
that said commissioners be instructed, to keep the Govern 
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ment regularly advised of their proceedings, until-they shal i 
be able to report their trust executed. 
Your committee, therefore advise the addption of the follow. | 
ing resolutions. ie a ware on i 
1. Resolved, that John Forbes be requested to accept his! 
appointment as a commissioner in the Nacogdoches depart. 
ment, to unite in carrying into effect the provisions of the four. 
teenth section of the organic law of the Provisional Govern. | 
. ment of Texas; and that his acceptance thereof is hereby de- | 
clared compatible with his duties as judge. 
2. Resolved, that G. W. Smith be, and he is hereby ape | 
pointed a commissioner for the aforesaid department, for cap- 4 
Tying into effect the ‘provisions of the said fourteenth section 
_ ofthe organic law; and thatthe Governor be required toim 
struct the commissioners of said department, agreeably to the 
foregoing report, a copy of which shall be fatnished him with 
these resolutions. - 

3. Resolved, that the said commissioners be, and they are | 
hereby authorized to draw upon the collector of the depart 
ment of Nacogdoches, from time to time, for any sum or sums, 
in all not to exceed five hundred dollars, and that they ac-} 
count for, and settle the same, in the same manner asother of | 
ficers of the Government. 

4. Resolved, that the post master general be required to | 
dismiss Henry Raguet, the postmoster of Nacogdoches, and § 
appoint some one m his place of known integrity, and who 
will respect and obey the laws of the land. 

5. Resolved, that the Governor at ‘his pleasure, may give 
instructions to any judge commissioned by him, agreeably to 
the provisions contained in the foregoing-report. : 

G. Resolved, that the Council will render the executive 
every necessary assistance, by advice or other suitable co-op- | 
eration, in giving prompt and efficient execution to-the duties | 
of the department; and in giving stability and confidence to 
the Government, by uniting in prudent and wise councils for | 
the protection of the people, and safety of the country, involv- | 
ed in the calamities of disorganizers at home, and war within 
our borders. 

7. Resolved, that the Governor be required to execute and 
carry into full effect the fourteenth section of the organic law, | 
as contemplated by its provisions throughout all Texas; and 
that:he be vested with full powers to do so. i 

On motion the House adjourned till three o’clock, pe m.. 
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THREE O’CLOCK, P. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. > ' 
The ordinance for perfecting titles to actual settlers was 
en u ' i 1 2 

ir Partis moved its indefinite postponement. The ayes’ 

ud noes being demanded, they were as follows, viz: - 

AYES—Messrs. Clements, Linn, Harris, Hanks, West, 
Royall, Powers, and McMullen—8, i f 

NAYS—Messrs. Menifee, Kerr, Barrétt, Parkerand Thomp- 
m5. So the ardinance was ‘indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Royall had leave to withdraw his substitate. 

Qn motion of Mr. Clements 4 committee of three was ap- 
winted to prepare an address to the people on the subject of 
gening land offices, &c. and Messrs. Clements, Barrett and 
Powers were appointed that committee. 

The President submitted a letter from H. McHanks declin- 

ag the 7 liedtenancy of the rangers, which resignation was 

ce te e a > x di ba Fy 

Also the non-acceptance of John V. Morton of the commis- 
ion of cornet of cavalry, which was:also accepted. . 

The President also submitted an official list of the killed 
ind wounded at the storming of Bexar, which was read and 
wlered to be placed on fie. 

The following accounts wére presented and allowed, and 
ie chairman of the cammitteé of finance directed'to draw or- 
brs upon the treasurer in favor of the respective individuals 
btheir several amounts, viz.: 

Samuel Stivers, two hundred and fifty-three dollars, thirty 
even and a half cents. 

John M. White, forty-two dollars. 

H. McHanks, sixty-one dollars, sixty-seven cents. 

H. Walker, forty-six dollars, sixty seven cents. 

Francis Johnson, forty-six dollars sixty-seven cents, 

James §. Holman, one hundred and one dollars, eight cents. 

John D. Nolen, eighty dollars. 

Tbe ordinance and decree for creating the municipality of 

fet Bend, was taken up and amended, and afterwards read 

le third time, when the question on the final passage was put 
nd decided in the negative. 

On motion, the House adjourned till seven o'clock, p. m. 


SE¥YEN O'CLOCK, P. Mx 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. * 


226 


Mr.- Barrett from the committee on state and Judiciary, r. 
orted an ordinance and decree, appointing collectors of pa}. 
ic dues on lands, which was read the first time, when the rule 
was suspended, and’ the ordinanceread a second and third 
time, when the question was taken on its final passage and 
decided in the aflirmative, | Ao i , 

On motion the House praceeded to elect a cornet of cavalry 
in the place of John V. Morton, resigned; and tirst lieutenant 
of rangers in the place of H. McHanks, who declined tha 
commission, When Robert MeKinney was duly cleeted co. 
net of cavalry, and Wade Horton, lieutenant of rangers. 

The President submitted a recommendation .of Messe, 
Johnson and Walker for appointments in the navy. On me 
tion, their names were ordered to be placed on‘the list of ap. 
plicants. ag . 

` Thė President submitted a letter from S. Rhodes Fisheraf 
Matagorda, respecting the archives of the office of judge of 
that municipality, which was referred tọ the committee m 
stateand judiciary, . | ve O 
! Colonel Bowie,, by leave, submitted his views, respectig 
an expedition to Matamoras, &c. Te 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the committee on military afin, 
was instructed to take the subject into consideration, and re 
porta plan of aperations tor the forces of Texas. - 

Qn motion the Council adjourned till nine o'clock to-mor 
row morning. 
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Corser Harn, San FELIPE DE Astin, 
December 29th, 1835. 


s NINE O'CLOCE, A M 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. - - 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings being read, > 7 

Mr. Royall presented the following resolution, which yr 
adopted; and Mr. Kerr appointed a committee to, carry tk 
resolution into effect, 

Resolved, that the House appoint a committee of one Y 
wait on the stamp officer of this place and request bagh 
hand over all stamp paper which he may bave on hand. ” 

Mr. Coe, member elect from the municipality of Washing 
ton, appeared, was sworn, and took his seat. 
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The executive secretary presented the following message 
fom the Governor which was read. 


$ 


_ Executive DEPARTMENT or TEXAS. 


ty tke Honorable, the President, and 
Members of the Legislative Council: `- = 


GENTLEMEN :— i . 


[have received and considered the ordinance creating the 
ofices of auditor and comptroller of public accounts, which 
asa assigned to each their duties. On this bill I have but few 
observations to make or objections to raise. But two only, 
wth of which would be easily complied with, the first will he 
found in the last clausé of the fifth section. I would sugpest 
he propriety of striking out the last clause from the word ‘ 
“provided,” which is underscored to the end of the section. 
This clause is in itself rather ambiguous, and if not leaving a 
door open to frand,” will be calculated to excite jealousy and 
suspicion. All money drawn from the treasury should be 
wbject to the same routines; and the proper guardsand checks” 
interposed to detect fraud,'and no branch of the Government 
should retain exclusive privileges in such matters. For ifno 
other injuries should result, it would at least have a tendency 
to produce complexity and a confusion ia the office. 

he other amendment which I wish to suggest, is-only for 
the purpose ‘of evading ‘ambiguity, and that the matter be 
phinly understood; which by continuing the ninth section by 
adding the words, “After the claim has once been adjudicated 
and filed” which would show that it was in compensation for 
extra labor. i ` 

I also transmit to you various resolutions, &c. which I have 
signed, and where necessary, complied with. The resolution 
to correspond with Mr. Lamar of Georgia, will be complied 
with so seon as an oppaitunity offers, 

Talso send you the correspondence received from Bexar} 
itis however, principally of an introductory character, speak- 
ing of men who are decmed worthy to be considered in time 
of office making. Captain Cook of the New Orleans Greys, 
whighly recommended by all, both for his ability, and dis- 
tinguished bravery as an officer, and if possible 1 would tike 
to extend him a co nmission. I.also send you the dfficial re- - 
port of Doctor Pollard, as surgeon of the volunteer army. | 
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The new revenue bill T have examined and sighed, hig, 

is now under transcript for’some of the revenue officers, 
Tam gentlemen, 


Your obedient servant, 
HENRY SMITH, Goveing, 


Decgmber 27th, 1835. 


Accompanying the above message, were several lets, 
from F. W. Johnson, commandant at Bexar, which were p. 
ferred to the committee on military affairs; and also a lig 
killed and wounded at the storming of Bexar; which list wy 
ordered to be placed on file. a 

Also several resolutions approved by the Governor, togetha 
dccompanying the message, also, was the ‘ordinance and de 
cree creating the offices of auditor and comptroller of pubik 
accounts,” with objections. 

The ordinance with the objections, having been read, te 
questioh was taken, shall the ordinance now pass, the objec 
tions of the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding; wha 
there were in the affirmative, 

Messrs. Menifee, Clements, Harris, Hanks, Kerr, Wes, 
Barrett, Royall, Parker, Powers, McMullen, Coe, Thompso 
—13, 

So the ordinance passed by a constitutional majority. 

The committee on military affairs, to whom was referre 
the proposition of Col. James Bowie, reported progress, am 
begged leave to sit again, which was granted, 

The account of John C. Morrison for a horse pressed in th 
service was allowed; and the chairman of the committeed 
finance directed to draw-an order on the Treasurer for te 
same in favor of Jahn C. Morrison. 

The certificate of jmpressment was ordered to be filed 4 
the auditor’s office, and charged in the account of Capt 
Chenoweth, to be accounted for by him. 

The President submitted a letter from John J. Linn, t 
leave of the House, which was read and ordered to be p 
on file. - 

Mr. Powers submitted a letter addressed to the comm 
sinners, appointed to treat with the Indians, respecting 
exchange of lands, &c., which was approved, and a coy 
ordered to be furnished to the commissioners. 

On motion, the House adjourned till three o'clock, p. m. 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. A quorum not 
xing present, the House adjourned till seven o’clock, p. m. 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Council met pursnant to adjournment. 
Mr. Kerr, from the committee appointed for that purpose, 
made the following report, which was read and adopted: 

Your committee, appointed to call on the stamp officer of 
ihis place and receive from him all the stamp-paper in ns 
ssession, begs leave’ te report that he has discharged the 
uty assigned to said committee; that he has received of said 
amp oficer, bv the hands of Mr. Gail Borden, junior, fifty- 
hee sheets of Dore Reale’s stamp paper, signed ‘Givens,’ and 
nehuntred and twenty-two sheets of like paper, not signed, 
he which your committee has given the corresponding re- 
py a vopy of whieh ts berewith annexed. 
Your committee beg lcave to recommend the sale of a part 
ifthe said paper to sir. Steel, agreeably -to his proposition 
which accompanies this report, all of which is most respect- 
tilly submitted for the action of this House. 

(Copy.) received of C. C. Givens, by the hands of Gail 
Borden, junior, fifty-three shects “Dove Reale’s,” stamp- 
paper, signed “Given,” and one hundred and twenty-two 
sagets oF like paper, not signed. ' JAMES KERR.- 
San Filipe de Austin, December 29, 1835. 


Y Fifty-three sheets aheady signed by the stamp officer, if 
he Government will guaiantée the stamp of one hundred 
her sheets for 1334 and 1835. I will pay the money for 


the game, tue paper to be signed by the stamp officer. 
W. H. STEEL. 


The following accounts were presented and allowed, and 
the chairman ofthe committee of finance directed to draw 
ordezs on the Treasurer in favor of the several persons named 
rA respective amounts, viz: P. Kelly, thirty dollars, 
O. Morrison, {priy-sis dollars. ‘ 

Jesse Burnhain, eighty-three dollas, eighty-nine cents. 

The President submitted a communication from ©. B. 
Stewart, respecting his appointment as Secretary to the Bx- 
ecutive, which was referred to the committee on state and 
jdiciary. i i 
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Mr. Hanks, from the committee on military affairs, pre- 
sented the following resolution, which was read and adopted 

We, the committee, to whom was referred the information 
and suggestions of Col. James Bowie, on last evening, res! 
pecting the condition of our army; the exposed condition ofi 
our country, and the necessity and importance of active 9 
erations, have bad the same under consideration, and do mosi 
respectfully report to the honorable the General Council, the! 
following resolution for your consideration: i 

Resolved by the General Council of the Provisional Goy.} 
ernment of Texas, that the Governor be requested to author! 
ize Col. James Bowie, to raise and rendezvous all the troops 
hé possibly can, to be enrolled according tothe provisions of| 
the ordinance and decree creating an auxiliary volunteer 
corps of Texas, and report himself at Goliad, at as early | 
a day as possible. 

The President submitted a message from the Governor, 
respecting the resolution paased by the Council on the 25th] 
instant, which was read and ordered to be placed on file, and 
not entered on the journals. ai | 

On motion, the House adjourned t?!) nine o'clock to-morrow] 
morning. 


< 
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Counciwr-Haii, San FELIPE DE Austin, ? 
December 30th, 1835. 


NINE CLOCK, A. M, 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings being read, 

The following accounts were piesented and allowed, and | 
the chairman of the committee of finance, directed to draw 
orders on the Treasury for the same in favor of the respective | 
individuals for their amounts, viz: 

Thomas Clifion, thirty-six dollars sixty-seven cents, 

ames W. Robinson, for contingent expenses of the House. 

Two letters from Mr. Frazier were submitted, respectt 
his imprisonment at Goliad. They were read and ae 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. Kerr fiom the committee appointed to dispose of stamp 
paper, reported that he bad disposed of the same according 
to the direction of the House, and presented the receipte of 
the Treasurer_for the same, which report was adopted. 
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Mr. Clements, fi rom the select committee to prepare an ad- 

less to the people of Texas, respecting the land offices, &c., 

ported progress and asked leave to sit again, which was 

ranted. , 

The Executive Secretary presented the following message 

fom the Governor, transmitting sundry documeats from Go- 

tad and Bexar. i _ 
nes Executive DEPARTMENT or Texas. 

To the Honorable, the “President, and 

members of the Cou cil. 


? 


GENTLEMEN: — l 
I hasten to lay before your honorable body such informa-, 
fot of a public character, as has just come to hand, you will . 
ind in it information worthy of attention, with an admixture 
d private or individual sentiment intermixed, with insinua-, 
ing aspersions, all of which I lay béfore you, that yeu may 
wimate it in such a way as your honorable body may deem 
merits. oe : 
Lalso lay before you the regular report from the comman- 
dant at Goliad, together with the ‘complaints from Bexar 
wainst that officer. There seems to be nothing specific by 
way of charges. a i f a 

These documents, some bf which require action on my part, 
uch as the muster roll, &c.; I may soon have use for and 
lithe returns should be filed in my office. i 

‘Tat gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
“HENRY SMITH, Governor. 

December 29, 1835. 
The communication accompanying the message from Goli- 
ul, respecting a declaration of independence, was referred 
uthe committee on state and judiciary. 

The reports of subsistence, pay, &c., were referred to the 
mmittee on military affairs. 
That portion fiom Goliad respecting custom houses; was. 
rfrred to the committee of finance. 
The communication from the commandant at Bexar, was 
telerred to the committee on military affairs. 

Messrs. Thompson and Coe were appointed to the commit- 
tee of Anance. Í : 
On motion, the Council adjourned till three o’clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The Council met pursuant to adjonrnment. 


ss | 


i 
} 
The following accounts were presented and allowed ‘iad 
the chairman of the committee of finance directed to daw 
orders upon the ‘Treasurer in favor of the respective individy. 
als for their several amounts, viz: ` | 
J. W. Stoddard, forty dollars. , i 
Daniel McKay, forty-five dollars thirty-three cents. 
Mr. Harris presented to the House the receipts of E. Hall 
eur agent at New Orleans, for eleven hundred dollars, ike 
ceived of William Brookfield—money loaned for the use of: 
Texas, to purchase arms, ummunitions, &c. l 
On motion of Mr. Royall, l ia 
Resolved, that the thanks of the General Council be pre.! 
sented to Mr. Brookfield for bis generous and patriotic con- 
duct in loaning eleven hundred dollars to E. Hall, our agent 
at New Orleans, for the purpose of procuring and forwarding 
arms, ainmunitions, &c., and that the receipts of Mr. Hall far 
the same be entered on the journals of the Council, the origin- 
al ta remain on file among the papers of the Council, and a 
copy to be given to Mr. Brookfield as evidence of his claim, 
to be adjusted at some future period, _ | 
The following is a copy ofthe receipt: 
Received, New Orleans, December 7th, 18385, from Mr 
William Brookfield, eleven hundred dollars as a loan for the 
service of Texas. : 
$1100. ” EDWARD HALL, 
i Agent for the Government. 


Approved by F. Thorn and A.C. Allen. 


Mr. Barrett from the committee on state and judiciary, 
made ‘the following report, which was read and adopted, and 
a copy directed to be forwarded to Mr. Fisher. 

Your committee on state and judiciary, to whom was re 
ferred the letter of S. Rhodes Fisher, and the copy of a letter 
from J. R. Lewis, beg leave to report, that they have had the 
same under consideration. 

The Judge Wilson alluded to, was made so by any election 
of this Council, they having no better rule to judge of his 
qualifications than bis having received the suffiage of his 
municipality. The fault then is not so much ours; should hi 
habits of inebriety be to the extent spoken of, in the commu 
nications before us, until chaiges and specifications are made 
against him, in accordance with the eleventh section of the 
organic law, we are of opinion that this Council cannot take 


f 
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nizance of the casé, and beg leave to be relieved from the 
f further consideration of the matter. 

E aa: D. © BARRETT, Chairman, 
I Mr, Hanks, from the committee on military affairs, made 
the following report, which was-adopted: ` f 

Your committee would respectfully recommend that the 
nme of Captain Wiliam- 6. Copke of the New Orleans 
Greys, be placed upon the list of applicants for an office in 
the regular army, ‘His: services and gallant conduct in 
taking Bexar, entitles Captain Cooke to our most respectful - 
E consideration. . 

On motion of Mr. Royall, the committee on state and ju- 
diciary, were instricted to make inquiry and report to the 
House, respecting the two per cent. charged on land sales at 
Nacogdoches. ' Se Ne : 

The report of the committes on state and judiciary, on 
F certain cominunications from Nacogdoches, &c., was taken 
up, and together with the resolutions were adopted. 

The Governor returned approved, an ordinance and decree 
for appointing collectors of public dues. 

Mr. Barrett presented an ordinance and decree requiring 
stamp officers and receivers to make returns and settle with 
the collectors. i . 

On motion, the House adjourned to seven o'clock, p. m- 


SEVEN O'CLOCK P. M. 


The House met pursuant adjournivent. 
Mr. Harris by leave presented an ordinance and decrea for 
E defining the boundaries of the manicipality of Harrisburg, 
E which wag read the first time; the rule being suspended, the 
ordinance was read a second and third times, when the - 
tion wag taken on its final passage, and decided in the afirm- 
ative. : A à 

T Mr. Hanks, from the committee on military affairs, made 

the following report, which was read and adopted: 

Your committee te whom was referred the lattor of F. W. 
Johnson, recommending lieutenant John Hall, and Mevsars. 
Julien Harby, Samuol O. Pettis, William Harper and Sydney 
§. Callender, stating that they were ed in the taking 
of Bexar, and are entitled to great credit. for their bravery 
und gallant conduct during the whole engagement.  ' 

E Your committee therefore respectfully reeommends, that 
B their names be placed upon the list of applieants to fill such 
| q* 
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vacancies ás may occur in the regular army, by resigriation | 
or otherwise. 

: Qn motion, the Howse gaed to the s of auditor 
and comptroller of public accgunis, and-collector of pablic 
dues on lands, and first judge-of Austin, =~ 

When’ John W. Maddy, was duly-elected: anditor +. 

-Jobn H. Money, was duly elected çoñptrollerw <,- 

Gail Borden, , Junior, was dulý elected collector of public | 
dues on lands, for the department af Brazos. <) | 

Arthur Henry was duly elected: collecter for, the depase 
ment of Nacogdoches. 

George Ewing. was daly: elected first, judge of the rum 
pality of Austin. i 

The resolutions ofa public, a of the citizens of Jace | 
son, recommending a declaration of independence, were sub- | 
mitted. and. referred- to the commitiee on state and judiciary. | 

On motion, the Honse adjourned till “nine o'clock to-mor- | 

row morning. `.. E T aT 
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Gaba: San FELIPE DE ; ATST? 
EN w. December, Bist, 1835. - B) 


orae Ann F 


ous NINE O'CLOCK, A, M. 


The Council met, purgnant to adjournment. 
The journakof vesterday’s proceedings being read, . 
-Mr. Clements, fram the select committee appointed for a 
Paes made “the following: report, which was read ani | 
t 4 $ 
be special- entninittee of three, who, were appointed to | 
draft an address to the-people, in which should be set tarth 4 
the reasons why the General. Council, have. not opened the | 
land offices; and -at the same time, to. satisfy every setle | 
and emigrant, that his janded interest is and shall be proteeted | 
by the Provisional Government of ‘Texas, beg leave to report 
aa follows: 
lat Fhe ied act of the. erganic ine declares that no lew | 
shall be passed, except ihe emergency of the-copntry e | 
quires it. , 
‘2d. The fourteenth ‘article of. the organic law declares, | 
that the land offices: shal" 'temain closed,- until: they “gan be | 
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weh Jaws as may: be:in force,.at the time of their emigra- 
Hh) Sa to TA ae . 
Your committee would therefore recommend to every citi- 
xn who hag not received lands, in accordance with the colo- 
ization laws under which they,emigrated, and to thase who 
mow emigrating, or who may bereafier emigrate, to select 
ml settle themselves upon any yacant lands of Texas, until ¢ 
he Land Office can be systematized, and surveys of their 
hnds made, and titles to the same given. At the samẹ time 
gitling themselves at syitable distances from each other, -30 
that no difficulty may hereafter occur in surveying their lands, 
or giving titles to the same. _ s Stns, 4 

And further, that the General Council pass no law that will 
mpair the just and legal contracts and obligations made and + 
entered into by empresarios or commissioners, with actual 
settlers or emigrants; -but abide by, and conform to the pro- 
visions of the organie law, made by the convention ia all helt 
acts and proceedings, touching the land offices, or the rights - 
of settlers and emigrants. © 5o 6 2. - 7 ee 

If the ahove repart should be adopted by the honorable the 
General Council, your committee - would respectfully recom- 
mend the adoption of the tollowing resolution: Bs a | OF 

Be it resolved by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, that the Governor be reqnired to hare = - 
peblished three times, iri the Telegrap# at this place, and ‘the , 
newspaper published at Nacogdoches the accompanying #d- 
dress tó the people. > . SAE soy 

Be it further resolved; that Joha Forbes and Arthur Heti- 
ne of Nacogdoches be authorized to procure the publivation 
of three hundred copies ofthe address to the people respect- 
ing land offices, ‘in hand bill form, and dislribute two bandred 
of them in that départment, avid forward one kandred ‘to this 
Government; and that- said -Forbes'and Hentie be wathyrised 
to draw-on the receiver of public monies, for thz expense 
of publication, MES ee | th te oe ee 
Mr. Royall from the. select committee, to -whom -was re- 
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ferred an ordinance and decree, be Mera the Treasury, &e, i 
reported an ordinance and decree for the better accommoda & 
tion of claims against the treasury, which was read the fra 
timè and ordered to 4 second reading to-morrow. ` i 
Mr. Kerr presented thé account of J. S. Menifee & Co; f 
articles furnished John W. Moore, contractor for the volantes 
army, for one hundred aiid twenty-four dollars,’ cighty-seven 
cents, which was allowed and the chairman of the committe! 
of finance directed to draw an order in his favor, upor thal 
treasurer for that amount. a. Bee 
On motion of Mr. Royall, a committee of two were appoint!| 
ed to wait on Colonel Ward, from Georgia, dnd request him 
tó communicate with the Council respecting his views, in vol 
unteering, &e. Messrs. Royall and Kerr’ were appointed the 
committee. ; SP 
Mr. Royall introduced Col. Ward, who communicated his} 
intentions, and that of his companions in volunteering to sid] 
Texas. ane aoe: DT | 
‘Ou motion, the House adjourned till three o'clock, p.m. $ 


4 


` THREE O'CLOCK, Pe Me | 
The Council met pursuant to adjournment. i S 
Fas Ti presented the following resolutions which were} 
naopted: - - ` > 4 
Resolations requiring the Governor to publish the ordinan-§ 
ces and decrees of the Provisional Government of Texas,  } 
Resolved, that the Governor be, and he is hereby required $ 
to have all the ordinances, decrees and public resolutions fj 
the Provisional Government of Texas, immediately published | 
in the “Texian and Emigrants’ Guide,” a newspaper publish | 
ed in the town of N doches, and also in one or more news: 
papers published in Texas. > a - | 
esolved, that it shall be the duty of the Governor, to cause} 
that his executive secretary immediately make complete tran- § 
scfipté of said ordinances, decrees and public resolutions, snd | 
from time to time, ag the work advances, . transmit the same | 
to the several pewspapers aforesaid for publication. ad 
Resolved, that for the expenses of such publication, fonds | 
shall be appropriated in the treasury subject to the Governor's | 
order, through the usual mode of settling accounts. 
Mr. Barrett presented an ordinance and decree appointing 
collectors of public dues, and defining their duties, which was g 
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vad the first time, and the rule suspended, and the ordinance 
pad a second and third time, when the question was taken on 
is final passage and decided in the affirmative. 

‘Mr. Hanks from the committee òn military affairs, made the 
glowing report which was read and ‘adopted. Ze 
Your committee, towhom.was referred the communication 
dF. W. Johnson to his Excellency the Provisional Governor 
d Texas, and transmitted by him to the honorable the Gene- 
nl Council, together with accompanying documents, contain- 
pga list of such articles as is stared to be requisite for the 
afty, defence and getual wants af the troops at San Antonio 
l Bexar, have had’ the same tinder’ consideration; and we 
vould respectfully report to the honorable the General Coun- 
ti, ‘Phat the only disposition, which we could recommend 
feaid documents, is to request his excellency the Provisional 
Governor, 10 order-through his proper officers at Bexar, the 
aptains of companies to report muster rolls af their conmpa- 
ries, setting forth the umber of men, for what time they en` 
ined, when they enlisted, whether in the regular army or 
miliary vorps, and every thing ‘relativé to their condition and 
situation. 

Your committee further recommends, that his excellency 
the Governor, be requested to order his proper officers to re- 

t the true condition of the ordtrance.department at Bexar} 
w many pieces of artillery; the ammunition and supplies of 
aid depurtment;-the tools and instruments necessary for 
| paking and repairing fortifications; and everything cornected 
therewith. . : Te 
L Your committee recommends this course-beeause it is im- 
pssible for the General Council to order supplies, or make 
provisions for a garrison or any military post, without know- 
mg its situation and condition in every respect. 

Your committee would further suggest the propriety and ne- 
teasity of ascertaining from the officers at Bexar, or com 
manding officers, what companies weré at Bexar, when the 
place was taken, together with a muster roll of their company 
fit is possible to be done. 

Therefore be it resolved by the General Council of the Pro- 
visions | Government of Texas, that his Excellency the Governa- 
or, bx requested to carry into eleet the foregoing report; and 
that the secretary of the General Council furnish his excellen- 
ey with a copy of said report, and this resolution. 

On motion the House adjourned till seven o'clock, p. m 
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ve SEVEN O'CLOCK, P, M, | 
The Council mèt pursuant to adjournment. 7 E 
On motion the Council went into secret session, and afet. 
some time spent therein the doors were opened, es 


On motion the House adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow; 
mornings i 
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Couycr-Haun, San Faure pe Austin, 
January Ist, 1886. 


5 NINE O'CLOCK, A, M, 


- The Council met pursuant to adjournment. | 
The journals of the proceedings of yesterday being read, | 
Mr. Barrett, from the committee on state and judiciary, | 
made the following report accompanied with an ordinance: . 

Report that the committee on state and judiciary affairs, 1d | 
whom was refered the letters from the committee of safety of | 
Beaumont. ee 

Your committee to whom was referred the letter of the com. | 
mittee of safety at Beaumont, baying duly considered its rom | 
tents, and strongly impressed with the necessity of adopting 
same measures as recommended in said letters, to prevent the | 
importation or emigration of free negroes or mulattaes into Pex 
as; being seasthle from the experience of other countries, that 
the residence of such free negroes and mulattoes among us, | 
would proye an evil difficult ta be remedied should it once be | 
tolerated. To the slave-holder nothing could be of deeper in- § 
terest than the timely adoption of some measures that will | 
prove effectually preventive ofa course so much to be dread: | 
ed in a country, whose soil, from the nature of its productions | 
must be cultivated by slave labor, The infusion of disgatis- | 
faction, and disobedience into the brain of the bonest and ton | 
tented slave, by vagabond free negroes, who denied the socie- | 
ty of whites, from necessity or choice, associate with persons 
of their own color, cannat be too promptly and strongly guard- | 

ed against, E 
Your committee would therefore recommend the adoption | 

of the following ordinance and decree to be entitled, 

“An ordinance and decree to prevent the impartation and 
emigration of free negroes and mulattoes into Texas, 
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Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
keed by the Provisional Government of Texas, that 
im and alter the: passage of this ordinance and decree, 
«shall not be lawful for any free negroʻor mulatto to come 
rihin the limits of Texas, and- if any free negro or mdlat~ 
p shall hereafter be found within the limits of Texas as 
goresaid, and it shall not appear, that he or she was within 
gid limits prior to the passage of this ordinance .and decree, 
yshall and may be lawful for any citizen of Texas, to appre- 
ind said free negro or mulatto, and take him or her before 
te jadge or alcalde of the municipality in which be or she may 
ksonpprehended, and upon satisfactory evidence being ad- 
luced, that such free hegio or mulatio emigrated into Texas, 
wntrary to the provisions of this ordinance and decree, it shall 
ethe duty of the judge or alcalde, before whom such free 
wgro or mulatto may be brought, to expose himor her tosale 
public auction, to the highest bidder, and the proceeds of 
ach sale, after paying one third thereof to the apprehender 
ad deftaying the costs and chaiges, attending the conviction 
id sale of sach free negro or mulatto shall be paid into the 
ate treasury. Aud it is hereby declared, and made the duty 
deach judge and alcalde, and of cach and every sheriff and 
aher officer of the place, within each and every municipality 
itoughout Texas, so to apprehend and cause ta be appre- 
wnded all and every such free negro or free negroes, mulat- 
wor mulattoes, offending against he provisions of this ordi- 
ance and decree, and that such officer or officers, who shalt 
wapprehend such fiee negro or fiee negroes, mulatto or mu- 
lttoes, shall be entitled to the same compensation, that is by 
his ordinance and decree allowed to citizens, who may by 
uch apptehension as aforesaid render the like service. 

Beit further ordained and deciced, &e.: That it shall not 
wJawtol for any master or owner of any ship or vessel, nor 
hr any other person or persons whatever, fiom and after the 
ssage of this ordinance, to import, bring or induce, or aid , 
mimporting, bringing or inducing, any tree negro or mulatto, 
within the limits of Texas, directly or indirectly, and if any 
master or owner of any ship or vessel, or any.other person, 
nt persons, Whatever shall import, bring or otherwise duce, 
mador abet in importing, bringing or otherwise inducing, 
wy free negro or mulatto nto Texas as aforesaid, he or she 
woffending shall be deemed guilty of a msdemes:or at com- 
mon law, and upon conviction thereof, in any court of record 
‘thin Texas, shall be fined in the wm of five thousand dol- 
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lars, and imprisoned, until the same together with the costs 
‘and charges of the prosecution shall be paid. 

Be it further ordained and decreed, and it is hereby further 
ordamed and decreed, &c., that this ordinance and decree?’ 
shall be regularly given in charge ta grand juries throughout 4 
Texas, and the Governor be-atid he is hereby requited to have $ 
this ordinance and decree inserted three times in the New Oy. # 
leans Bulletin. av ; 

‘The above report being rend was ‘adopted, and the ord). ¥ 
nance and decree was read the first time, and ordered toa J 
second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Royall made a statement respecting the intention of the 
Creeks to emigrate to this country; when on motion, the con} 
mittee on stateand judiciary, were instructed to 1eport in- 
structions to our agents to the United States, on the subject. | 

On motion, the [Lloyse proceeded to the election of captam] 
of cavalry in place of John York, who declined accepting, | 
When William G. Hil was duly elected captain of cavalry, | 

The house then proceeded to elect a first lieutenant of ca | 
valry in the place of W. G, Hill, promoted, When McKim] 
lock Simtous was duly elected first lieutenant of cavalry. | 

Qo motion of Mr. Barrett, Messrs. Royall, Clements and 3 
MeMullen, were appointed a committee to act in conjunction] 
with the Governor, in procuring the attendance of absent] 
members. 

Mr. D. Parker presented his resignation as a member of j 
this Council, which was accepied, and the thanks of the 
House voted to Mr. Parker, for his constant attention and de- 
votion to the mtervsts of his country asa member of this Coun- 
cik i i i 

Mr. Clements submitted a communication from Mr. Cald- | 
well, of Gonzales, which wag reud and teferred to the com- 
mittee on state aud judiciary. | 

"Fhe President submitted a letter from Thomas E. McKin- 

nev, respecting duties, &c., which wus referred to the can] 
mittee on state and judiciary. p 
On motion, the House adjuurned tilt three o’cloek, p. m. 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. M, 


The Coancil met pursuant to adjournment. 


A quorum not being present, 
On motion, the council adjourned till nine o’clock to-mor 


row morning. 
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Counci HALL, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
January 2d, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, Ae M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings being read, 

Wr. Royall presented the report of John W, Moore, con- 
ctor for the volunteer army, for the purchases made by him, 
ether with his account of money advanced, expenses, &c., 
ich were allowed, and the chairman of the committee of 
ce directed to draw in his favor upon the treasurer, for 
yenty-five doliars cash, and also an order for one hundred 
fifty-three dollars sixty-three cents. 

Mr. Malone appeared, was sworn,-end took his seat as a 
mber of this Council from the municipality of Refugio. 

The Executive secretary presented the following message 
-m the Governor which was read, 


: i 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT'OF TEXAS., 


hike Honorable President and members 
of the General Council : 


INTLEMEN: 
[herewith transmit to your body the report of John H. Mo- 


y,former treasurer of this municipality. You will see by 
accompanying vouchers, the disbursements made by him, 
woe of them you may deem it necessary to consider. Mr. 
mey is anxious to bring the matter to a close by final set- 
ement. Jalso send you a petition, signed by various per- 
ms, which will show ‘for itself. J further have. to remark, 
tatthe reports made by the commandant at Goliad, shows that 
khas on hand at that station, public property to a consider- 
ile amount, consisting of various goods; dues to the custom 
use, &e., all of which he is anxious should be properly dis- 
wed of for the public benefit. You will therefore make such 
ers on that subject as you may deem necessary, to promote 
le public interest, and at the same time to release the com- 
uandant from the further responsibility. 

I am gentlemen, respectfully 

Your obedient servant, 
HENRY SMITH, Governor. 


January 2d, 1886. 
v 
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The message was accompanied by sundry document 
The report of John H. Money, treasurer, was-referred to th 
committee on finance. a 

The petition for a new municipality to be taken from th 
west side of the municipality of Austin, which also accompa 
nied the message, was referred to the committee on state ani 
judiciary. , a 

The account of William McDermot, for services and losgel 
in the volunteer army, was presented and referred to a seleg 
committee of two, consi-ting of Messrs. Thompson and Kerr, 
~ On motioy, the Council adjourned. till seven o'clock, p m, 


SEVEN O'CLOCK P. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. | 
Mr. Barrett, from the committe on state and judiciary, mad 
the following report, accompanied by resolutions; which tg 
ing read the report was adopted, and the resolutions passef 
unanimously. ` 


To the Honorable, the General Council of the 


Provisional Government of Texas; 


Your committee on the state and judiciary, to whom wa 
referred several communications from the commissioners toth 
United States of the north, and communications concerning 
the Creek Indians, respecttully report, that they cannot b 
express much surprise, that our public agents have so lod 
delayed to proceed to the fulfilment of the objects of their ay 
pointment: that, however, the ‚Government may feel incline 
to receive and respect the counsels of these gentlemen, an 
that of all others interested in the fate of Texas, yet duties 
a different character having been assigned to our public agen 
to the United States of the north, it cannot be expected thi 
they will devote their time to instructing the Government 
home; when as the agents of that Government, they hay 
higher and more important duties, which they are pledged! 
perform abroad. 

Your committee would further respectfully suggest, that] 
they were disposed to listen to the projects proposed by th 
commissioners, in the communications referred, the men aa 
means for carrying these plans into effect are wanting, an 
cau only be- obtained by the .active exertions of our pub 
agents in the fulfilment of the duties assigned them. Alrea 
one half of the time allotted to the fulfilment of the trust con 
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fed to them is expired, and no efficient measures, seem to 
Me been adopted, for even opening a communication with 
Mise sources from which our aid is expected through their 
Beotaton. 
E Your committee thérefore advise that the Governor ke re- 
Bested immediately to communicate instructions to the said 
missioners, as tő the necessity of proceeding with all pos- 
Mile despatch to such points iu the United States of the north, 

kshall enable them with the greatest certainty to effect the 
pects of their mission. And that he instruct them as soon 
spossible to forward supplies to the regalar army to the port 
aCopano or the nearest point thereto, which prudence or safe- 
may suggest. And that they be further instructed by “the 
vernor in such æ manner as shall best conform to the ar- 
agement of the present campaign against the enemy, adopt- 
by the Provisional Government; to direct the transmission 
Bimunitions of war and supplies to carry the same into effect; 
Grd to keep the Government regularly advised of all their pro- 
yedings, and the prospect of their final success, 
Your committee further report to this honorable House that 
y have received information to be relied upon of contem- 
kied arrangements being enteted into between certain citi- 
ms of ‘Texas and a large body of Creek Indians of the United 
bates of the North, for selling lands to and locating sail Tn- 
Hans within the territories of Texas; a course of policy dan- 
Wous to the country and in the highest degree criminal and 
apatdonable on the part of those engaged m this wicked en- 
Prizes * Ae 
Your committee therefore advise on this subject, that the 
fovernor instructour sail commissioners, to remonstrate with 
he government of the United States of the north, against petr- 
uitting the Indians to enter into our territories, for the pur- 
wee of settling among us, as calculated to increase the dan- 
grs and troubles‘in which we are now involved, struggling 
krour very existence with a gigantic power, and harrassed 
the almost daily depredations of Indians already within 
wir borders; and ta appeal to the justice, the magnanimity 
ad sympathies of our northern brethren, to prevent such an 
kcumulation of evils and horrors, upon our devoted land. 
Your committee therefore advise the adoption of the follow- 
ng resolutions: f 

l. Resolved, that the Governor be requested to communi- 
tate instructions to Stephen F. Austin, William H. Wharton 
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and B. T. Archer, agreeably to the views and principles, lad 
down in the foregoing report, together with the report andas: 
companying resolutions, and such additional instructions a 
the exigencies of the case may seem to him to require, 

2. Resolved, that the Governor be requested to open a cor 
respondence with such persons in Nacogdoches as wil) b 
likely to disclose the names of those citizens of Texas enm 
ed in the negotiation with the Creek Indians, the extent t 
which the same has already been carried, and its nature, a 
the object thereby intended, and that he lay the same before thd 
Council as soon as possible together with. his own views upy 
the subject. a 

3. Resolved, that a copy of the foregoing report, and tem 
lutions, signed by the President and secretary of this How 
be. sent to his Excellency the Governor. 


D. C. BARRETT, Chairman. 


January 2d, 1836. 


Mr. Hanks, from the committee on military affairs to whon 
was referred certain communications from Goliad, repored 
progress, and asked leave to sit again, which was granted. 

The President submitted a communication from F. W. 
Johnson, commandant at Bexar, acknowledging the receipts 
of the address and resolutions of the Council, respecting ty 
storming of Bexar, which was ordered to be placed on file 

The President submitted several communications {in 
Goliad, received by express. Those respecting the orga 
zation of volunteers, and the commissary at Goliad, were ry 
ferred to the committee on military affairs. 

The proceedings of the court of inquiry, &c., were re 
ferred to the committee om state and judiciary. 

Mr. Kerr. presented a communication from Tra Westaveng 
respecting the situation of the South Western frontier, whi} 
was referred to the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Kerr presented an ordinance and decree defining t 
boundaries of the municipality of Jackson, which was reg 

the first time, and postponed till the fourth day of July m 
‘ Mr. Thompson, from the select committee, to whom w% 
referred the account of William McDermott, made report, 
commending that an order be drawn on the Treasurer By 
favor of said McDermott, by the chairman of the commit 
~ of finance, in the sum of one hundred and twenty-two 
lars, sixty-five cents; which -report was adopted, and 
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harman of the committee of finance, directed to draw said 

oder for the aforesaid amount, in favor of William McDer- 
it, 

"The following accounts were presented and allowed, and 

he chairman of the committee of finance directed to draw 

arders in favor of the respective individuals for their several 

amounts, upon the Treasurer, viz: 

Mariano Cavero, fourteen dollars, contingent expenses of 
the House. i 

Joseph Doan, fifty-eight dollars. 

B. C. Wallace, eight dollars. 

Mr. Royall presented the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, that John W. Moore be allowed an addition- 
at sum of three dollars: per diem, for his services as con- 
ractor for supplies to the volunteer army, and that he be 
nt upon the sume footing, as to any bounty that may be al- 
wed to volunteeis that were at the taking of Bexar. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett; the House proceeded to elect a 
derk to the state and judiciary, and to the finance commit- 
wes. When Edward B. Wood was duly elected. 

On motion of Mz. Clements, the House proceeded to elect 
aclerk to the committees on military, land, indian and na- 
affairs, When E. W. Cullen was duly elected. 


On motion, the House adjourned till nine o’clock to-morrow 
moming. 


Couxcit Harut, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
January 3d, 1835. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday’s proceedings being read, 
Mr. Wood, elected to several committees of this House, as 
it clerk, was sworn and entered upon his duties. 
Mr. Barrett presented the petition of John Broek, which 

read and referred to the committee on military affairs. 
Mr. Barrett presented a recommendation of M. D. Ayres, 


tthe office of comptroller, which was read and ordered to 
be placed on file. 


U 
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Mr. Barrett, from the committee of the state and judiciary 

» $ . ~ t 

made the following report, which together with the annexed 
resolution was adopted: 

Report of the committee on the state and judiciary to whom 
was referred the communication of Matthew Caldwell. 

Your committee to whom was teferred the communication ' 
of Matthew Caldwell, have had the same under considera | 
tion, and beg leave to report that the outrage complained of 
in said letter, to wit: The assault and injury committed on the 
person of the complainant is, in their opinion, one of those law- 
less modes, assumed by wicked and malicious individuals, 
of gratifying their vindictiveness, which it should be the care’ 
ot all civilized communities to suppress. 

In a community governed by laws, the law of the land design 
a remedy forevery rightand prescribes a punishment for every 
offence. And not until it shall appear clearly, that the law 
can not interpose, is an individual justified in resorting to 
physical force even to prevent injury to his person or property. 
All acts of violence by individuals, then, to the persons or 
property of others, are presumed to be contrary to law, and 
detrimental to the peace and good order of society, unless i 
shall be plainly shown, that the perpetrator acted from neces 
St Ld 

o committee, therefore believing, from the letter refer 
red, that Matthew Caldwell has been thus wickedly and un 
Jawfully assaulted, whereby his health has been great 
injured, and his life endangered, and is yet in danger; wou 
respectfully recommend to the House the adoption af the lal 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved by the General Council of the Provisional Go 
ernment of Texas, that the Governor be required to issu 
his proclamation, offering one hundred and fifty dollars 
any person who shall arrest and commit to prison J oseph P 
Laller, who on Saturday, the day of Decembr 
1835, a:saulted, beat and severely wounded Matthew Cal 
well of Gonzales, so that his life was and is yet in great ¢ 

er. 
: Mr. Barrett, from the same committee, also made 4 ver 
report, upon the petition of certain individuals of the mum 
pality of Austin, fora new municipality to be called “ 
rado,” which report was adopted, and the ordinance 
the first time, and ordered to a second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Cullen, elected clerk to the military and other cow 
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‘Biesof this House, was sworn and entered upon his duties. 
E The President submitted a communication from F. W. 
E jhnson for himself and other volunteers, for authority to pro- 
B eed to Matamoras, which was read and referred to the com- 
nittee on military affairs, with instructions to report this after- 
won at three o’clock. $ 
The President submitted several communications from 
Thomas P. McKinney, and McKinney and Williams, which 
Mycreread and referred to the committees on state and naval 
fairs. ; i 
Also a letter from B. F- Duval, respecting volunteers at 
he mouth of the Brasos, which was 1ead and referred to the 
Bommittee on military affairs. 
Qn motion of Mr. Barrett, Mr, Clements was authorized to 
pocure an express to forward dispatches to Gonzales, at the 
mapense of th» Government.- 
On motion, the House adjourned till three o’clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Royall submitted a report from Mr. Caldwell, sub- 


entractar at Gonzales, which was referred to the committee 
mmilitary affairs. 


Mr. McMullen, fiom the committee of finance, made the 
blowing repor, which was read and adopted: 

Your committee, to whom was referted the proposition of 
Colonel Barrett, to furnish the Provisional Government with 
nuseful library of law books, civil and political history, po- 
tical economy, &c., beg leave to report to your honorable 
fody, that we approve of the proposition in part, and do most 
uatnestly zecommend to the General Council to accept of the 
proposition so far as to embrace the list of books or works, 
plhxed to this report, together with such works as the wisdom 
of your honorable body, may add to sad list; for n is impos- 
ble for us, for the little time, which more pressing business 
Fasallowed as, to bestow upon the subject, to recollect every 
bok which may be important, for you to exainine and refer 
w in the formation of so complicated a System as that of Gov- 
mnent, Yet to purchase the number of volumes, which 
Colonel Barrett sets forth in his proposition, would be, in our 
Fumble opmion, in the present distracted and impoverished 
Mate of the country, unwise, and give just cause of offence 
va large majority of our fellow-citizens; they would instantly 
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say, you advance one thousand dollars for a library, contani 
ing two thousand volumes; wLen you have not one cent tq 
give to him who has suffered every privation, and risked evel 
ry danger in defence of his country. : 
It would not only displease the people, but it would be bad 
policy, and would be an expenditure of money which is no 
absolutely required at this time. If our finance were ip 
flourishing condition, and our state at peace with the world 
we would recommend you to purchase double the number o 
volumes: proposed, for a state library, though the propositiag 
of Col. Barrett is certainly very liberal, and under better aus 
pices, we would take great pleasure in recommending to yog 
honorable body to accept the proposition. 
List of books recommended to be furnished. 
1. Civil law books, ` 
Corpus Juris Civilis, 
, Code de Napoleon, 
2. American works, 
Constitution af the United States, 
Constitution of the several States, 
Laws of the United States, 
Kent’s Commentaries, 
Journal and Debates of Congress, 
Life and writings of Thomas Jefferson, 
; History of the United States, 
3. Common law books, 
Biackstone’s Commentaries, 
. Viners Abridgement, 
Sidney on Government. 
JOHN McCULLEN, | 
Chairman of Committee of Finance. 


On motion of Mr. Royall, John W. Moore was discharged 
frm any further duties as contractor for the volunteer army 
and the thanks of the House were voted to Mr. Moore, io 
the prompt and efficient manner in which he has discharge 
the duties of contractor. 

On mation, the chairman of the committee of finance wa 
directed to draw an order on the Treasurer in favor of Wi 
iam McDernott, a wounded soldier, the same to be deduced 
from one of the orders heretofore given to the said McDer 
mott. 

On motion, the House adjourned till seven o’clock, p 4 
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SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. ` 

The President submitted the following message from the 
Governor, transmitting the rẹport of the commissioners ap- 
ited to investigate the transactions relative to the wreck 


he committee on the state and judiciary. 


Execttive DEPARTMENT OF Texas. 


Tothe Honorable, the President, and x 
Members of the Legislative Council: ° 


GENTLEMEN:— : 
_ Therewith transmit to you, the report of Thomas Barrett, 
isq, one of the commissioners appointed to, investigate the 
tansaction respecting the Hannah Elizabeth, &e., &c., by 
hich you will see, that the commission has not been execu- 
td, and the reasons why it had not, your body will therefore 
uke such other measures as you may deem expedient. 
Circumstances render it absolutely expedient that our for- 
tin agents, should be corresponded with immediately.— 
Their delays and schisms are ruinous to our cause. What 
pur honorable body has said on the subject, together with 
ny own solicitations, will, I confidently hope, havea tendency 
wcorrect their errors, and in some measure counteract the 
wasequent evils. Can a confidential courier be had to bear 
dispatches immediately? They will do no good until they 
kar from us at New Orleans. I deern this vitally impor- 
lant, 
Respectfully, 

* Your obedient:servant, 

HENRY SMITH, Governor. 

January 3d, 1836. 


The President also submitted a communication fram P. 
mit, respecting expresses sent to the Rio Grande, which 
a read and ordered to be placed on file. 

Nr. McMullen, from the committee of finance, made the 
bwing report, which was read and adopted. 


af the Hannah Elizabeth, which was read and referred to . 
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To the Honorable, the General-Couneil 
of the Provisional Government: 


Your committee on finance, to whom was referied the re 
port of J. H. Money, Treasurer, baving carefully examined 
the same, beg leave to report, that said report in an account of 
its dish trsements, is fully sustained by the vouchers accom. 
panying the same, and that the amount of receipts into the 
Treasury, are in exact conformity, and comport fully with 
the collectors report to which it refers, avd in the opinion of 
your committee is correct. Your committee, would therefore 
recommend to the House its adoption. 

JOHN McMULLEN, Chairman. 


On motion of Mr. Royall, the chairman of the committee 
of finance, ‘was, directed to receive the balance due from Mr. 
Money, and deposite the same in the Treasury. . 

Mr. Hanks, from the committee on military affairs, made 
the following report, which was read and adapted: 

The communication of General E. W. Johnson, which was 
referred to your committee, respecting an expedition against 
Matamoras, has had the same under consideration, and beg 
leave to report, to the honorable the General Council, thatit 
is un expedition of the utmost importance at this time. It 
will give employment to the volunteers, until a regular army, 
sufficient for the protection of our country, can be raised aud 
organized. ‘ 

And your committee take great pleasure in recommending 
F. W. Johnson to take the command of all the troops that he 
can raise for thal purpose. His gallant and chivalrous con- 
duct at the seige and fallof Bexar, entitles him to our conf 
dence and support. Besides, delay at this lime on our part, 
weuld be dangerous. For if the volunteers on their march 
for Matamoras were defeated, the consequence resulting from 
it might p:ove fatal to Texas. But every one must foresee 
the benefit that would result from occupying and keeping 
possession, of that important and commercial depot. It would 
not only deprive our enemies of the immense revenue at that 
place, but aid us greatly in supporting our army. Tt would 
also carry the war into the enemies country; and with thé 
vessels that will be floating upon the Gulf of Mexico in the 
service of Texas ‘in one month, wilt give us the entire cour 
mand of the Gulf, from Matamoras to New Orleans, over our 
enemies 
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Your committee would further recommend that measures 
ie adopted by the honorable the General Council, to support, 
qstain, and provide for the volunteer army on their march 
igaitist Matamoras; and further, that the Governor be request-. 
ed to commission such officers, as are reported to have been 
dected by said volunteers, or as may be reported to him. 
Your. committee further recommerid that the sum of two thou- 
and dollars be appropriated for the expenses of thp expedi- 
tion to Matumoras. - 

Mr. Barrett on behalf of the state committee, and committee 
os naval affairs, to whom was referred the letters of Thomas 
F McKinney and McKinney & Williams made the following 
report = ` 


To the Honurable, The General Council of the Provisional Go- 
vernment of Texas. 


Your conmittee te whom was referred communications from 
McKinney & Williams and Thomas F. McKinney, will res- 
pectfully suggest to the House their views, first in regard to 
he purchase of certain vessels offered to the Government by 
sid McKinney & Williams. i 

First. As regards the Schooner “William Robbins.” The 
subject of this vessel has been often before the Council, and 
util a personal interview of your committee with Mr. McKin- 
wy the facts had not been fully known. It seems, however, 
fom Mr. McKinney’s statement, that certain individuals, con- 
nected with the committee of safety of Matagorda, before the 
meeting of the convention entered mto an arrangement for the 
purchase of this vessel as ‘a joint property, to be used in the 
protection of the commerce of the country. This company 
dréw upon Messrs. McKinney & Williams for three thousand 
five hundred dollars, the price of the vessel, but Mr. McKin- 
ney believing it were better io be placed under the control of 
the Government, purchased her on his own responsibility, 
kaving to the Government to take heror not, as they might 
think expedient. 

Your committee advise, that a competent agent be appinted 
examine this vessel and its equipments; ahd if it shall a 
pear to be a vessel which can be put to good use in the public 
‘rvice, with a corresponding price, your commiilee recom- 
mends the purchase. 

Your committee further report: that Messrs. McKinney and 
liams, through Mr. Wiliams, have made a purchase of, 
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and equipped a schooner of about one hundred and twenty-six 
tons burthen, adapted to the object of protecting ourcommerce 
against the enemy. This vessel called the ‘‘Invincible,” iy 
now in the bay of Galveston, and is generously offered fo the 
Government of Texas, by the owners, at first cost and charges, 
Your committee are clearly of opinion that every possible ef 
fort should be made to protect our own commerce, and ty 
embarrass and destroy that of the enemy; and by the plan 
contemplated for the future operations of the army, both the 
munitions of war and supplies ‘must be transported by water, 
consequently, a sufficient naval force is indispensable for giv- 
ing certainty and effect to the objects of our future campaign 
as intended; and this naval preparation must be speedily 
made. Your committee therefore advise that a suitable agent 
be appointed to examine the schooner “Invincible” and ber 
equipments, and if suited to the objects of cruizing in the 
Gulf, or about our coasts that an immediate purchase be made 
of the vessel of Messrs. McKinney & Williams upon such 
terms as the future means of the country will justify. 

Your committee also advise the necessity of adopting an 
immediate system of officering and manting such vessels, as 
may belong to the public service; and that inasmuchas no sye 
tem of regulating naval operations has ever existed in Texas, 
and time and circumstances render it utterly impossible to 
form and arrange one adapted to our necessities in season to 
give effecl to our present, operations; it is recommended that 
the naval system as adopted and practised in the United States 
of the north, regulate the proceedings of this department of 
our defence in Texas. Your committee also advise that inthe 
event of purchasing the vessels aforesaid, the Governor be 
directed to communicate the same to our public agents in te 
United States of the north,that their purchases of vessels for 
public service may be regulated accordingly. 

The report was read and adopted, and was accompasial 
by an ordinance, which was read the first time, and the mk 
suspended, and read a second time, and ordered to lie on te 
table until to-morrow. 

On motion, the House adjourned till nine o'clock to-ma 
row morning. 
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Councrt-Hant, Sax FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
January 4th, 1836. 


t 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment, 
A quorum not being present, a 
Ou motion, the House adjourned till three o'clock, p. m. 
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; : THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings being read, 

Mr. Tucker from Tenehaw presented his certificate of elec- 
im, Was sworn and;tuok his seat as a member of this Coun- 


| Mr. Clements presented the petition of Hendrick Arnold, 
lor losses sustained at Bexar, which was read and referred to 
committee of finance, * . 

Í The President submitted a communication from J. W. 
Mody yespecting the pay of volunteers, &c., which was read 
wd referred, to ihe committee on state and judiciary. 

The executive secretary presented the following message, 
companied by several communications, which were read. 


$ » 
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Execotive DEPARTMENT or Texas. 
To the Honorable, the President, and memters of the Council: 


RNTLEMEN— 

Iwish as soon as practicable to make out the correspon- 
ace to our foreign agents. Your honorable body have ably 
formed your duties in that respect, which has been trans- 
ribed preparatory. What I now ask of your honorable body 
tobe furnished with all the correspondence which may be in 
wr possession from our agents, in order that their wild, chì- 
fecal and dictatorial notions be corrected, whichif not done 
May result in serious injury to our cause. Any private 
mespondence from any of them, which may be in possession 
fany of the members of your body should not be misused, 
ushould be immediately returned. I feel much uneasiness 
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and solicited in this matter, as every thing depends upon thei 
prompt and proper action. 
I am respectfully, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
i - HENRY SMITH, Govemor. 
January 4, 1836. 


The resignation of G. M. Collinsworth was accepted. 
The communication from Charles Wilson of Matagords 
was referred to the committee of the state and judiciary. | 
The communication from J. W. E. Wallace respecting bi 
election as captain of artillery, was referred to the committes 
on military affairs. 4 | 
The letter from General Austin, recommending S, D, Hors 
of Philadelphia was read, and the name of Mr. Hurst wasd 
rected to be paced on the list of appoihtments for the army. 
The communication of Edward Hall of New Orleans, x 
commendingCaptain John A. Delame for an appointment i 
the naval serviré was read, and the name of Captain Delam 
directed to be placed on the list of applicants. ` : 
Mr. McMullen from the committee of finance, réported, ths 
he had received the balance due fram Mr. Money, and depdi 
sited it with the treasurer, and psesented his receipt for th 
the same which was ordered to be filed. 
Mr. Barrett from the committee on state and judiciary, 4 
whom was referred the subject relating to the, transactions¢ 
the schooner Hannah Elizabeth, reports: 
Advising the appointment of two commissioners in the plad 
of R. H. Williams and J. Collinsworth, to aid the third cong 
missioner, Thomas Bdrneit, Esq., appointed te investigate th 
case of said schooner. The report was read and ordered y 
lie upon the table. 
Mr. Barrett, fram the same committee, ‘also made the $ 
lowing réport, which was read and adopted: 


To the Honorable the General Council of the Provisional 
ment, ” 

Your committee on state and judiciary to whbm were rex 
red certain communications of Thomas F. McKinney, dec 
ing the appointment as Commissary General, and in relate 
to General Mexia: a 

_ Respectfully report, that the interest and safety of the cow 
try mainly depend upon the useful and active employment @& 
troops engaged in her defence, and that certain and eff 
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ion cannot be expected, unless the proper supplies of mu- 
tions of war and means of subsistence, be promptly and 
Biniifully supplied, at the different posts within the range of 
Bier operations. And that such provision is necessarily en- 
insted to a Separate depdrtment, which should be unincum- 
ned with other duties. For this purpose, a commissary ge- 
gnl, being a providing commissary for the armies, is usual 
all well regulated Governments especially in time of war. 

uthis end suck an office was created by the Provisional 
serament of Texas, and as a suitable individual to fill this 

yily important and honorable post, this House determined 

pn Thomas E..McKinney to become the head of this de- . 
ient and accordingly so appointed him, Your committee 
mot but regret the reluctance of Mr. McKinney to accept 
b itust, and therefore advise that he be requested, under all 
circumstances connected with the present situation of Tex- 
bio accept his commission, or to act as a special agent of 
Government in performing the duties of that department, 
til some other suitable individual shall be known, who will 
keve him of the duties. |, 

làs regards the communication concerning General Mexia, 
committee da not incline to censure any of the proceed- 
ofthis body, in relation to him, acting as they did, from 
mation received at differént times, showing indecision in 
character and detérmination uf General Mexia, and hear- 
this conduct complained of, by those who had been under 
‘command, every action of this House in relation to this 
er, has resulted from a sense of duty to the country. But 
committee are clearly of opinion, that the declaration of 
member the seventh, and organic law, which constitutes the 
wz of the “Provisional Government” of Texas, and the so- 
m obligations of the members whe compose that Govern- 
Fito sustain its principles, in spirit‘and in letter, are funda- 
mal principles that, must be observed, as well for the pre- 
kalety of our citizens, and future hopes of security to the 

ttry, as for the conscientious fulfilment of the duties they 

rue, And whatever may be the private feelings in regard 

fay other policy, all attempts to sustain principles, and 

Fy into effect plans, differing from that ‘already adopted, 

Pid be in the minds of your committee in the highest de- 

Pctiminal, in any officer, who has assumed the responsi- 

Pes of acting uuder its provisions and directions. Our 

kx therefore is a plain one, while supporting the republi- 
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can principles of. the constitution of 1824, which places usas 
ane of the belligerents in acivil wat, we are required to co- 
operate and act m concert with all Mexican citizens, also fa- 
vorable to the confederation, and opposed to the central form 
of Government, in domg this we fulfil a paramount duty, and 
pursue the dictates of the clearest policy for sustaining Teyas 
in her present dangerous conflict. ne at 
` : D. ©. BARRETT, jl 
Chairman of Committee on State and Judiciary. | 

Council Chamber, San Felipe. 
January 3, 1836. . 4. eee f 
The same committee’ through their’ chairman, Mt. Barret, 
also made the following report, which was read and adopted, 


To the Honorable, the General Council of the-Provisional Gover: 
- mentof Teras: > wo 


l 


QENTLEMEN:— ; 
Your committee on state and judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red the letter of Captain E. Hatl, a special agent of this Go- 
vernment in the United States of the north, repart to this Com- 
cil the following. aS a snitable answer, ahd which is submit- 
ted to their consideration, to be signed by the President and 


secretary, and sent to Captain Half, ° 
l D. & BARRETT, Chairman. - 
Captar E. Hatt, t : 


Srr—Yours of the ninth olt.-has been received and read i 
Council. We rejoice that the -pinceedings of our Conventio 
have been so well received by the friends af Texas w N 
Orleans. We hope the doings of the Council may prov 
equally satisfactory’ to those, whose good opinions and confi 
dence, it is our wishand interest to secure. {f patriotism an 
honest intentions van effect this object, we shall be gratified. 

The fruits of our victory over the enemy and the capitula 
tion of Bexar, have given us possession of more than thi 
pieces of artillery of various calibre, and in a great meam 
superseded the-netessity of the purchases to have been ma 
by you ia behalf of this‘'Government. But our work is'by 
means finished. The enemy is endeavoring to concentra 
and bring upon us a large force which must be met and ya 
quished as svon as possible after he takes the field: muniti 
of war and supplies of provisions to be landed at or neat 
port of Copano as circumstances will admit, is all important 
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pur present and contemplated future operations. Whatever 
athe done by you, in ths way, and sending volunteers to 
the same destination, will aid your adopted country in the 
tniggle for freedom and constitutional tights. ‚A cordon of 
E posts are being established from Bexar by Goliad to San Pa- 
E incio on the Rio Nueces, and Government agents will be sta- 
f ined at each post to receive and provide for volunteers, and 
nke charge of all public stores. Indeed, we hope to extend 
ihe live to Matamoras at no very distant time. 

f The volunteers on board the Santiaga have arrived, and will, 
ve trust, be profitably and honorably employed in the plori- 
ws cause, ‘The gratitude of the country, and we hope more 

| ubstanual testimanies will be secured to our brave and mag- 
amimous brethren of the north. The struggle once over, and 

E wace restored to the fair lands of Texas; what that the fond- ` 
et wishes of the phi lanthropist could extend to man on earth, 
ay not be expected here? The rich reward of our labors and 
Jor daugers is ever in view, and immediate possession but 
avaits the successful termination of the present struggle. 

We bope you have met the Government commissioners ere 
wis, and that snecess will attend all your efforts in favor of 
pressed Texas. We shall expect to hear from you as ofien 
8 your convenience will permit, as matters of interest to our 
mse shall transpire. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
l D. C. BARRETT, 
Chairman, of Committee of State and Judiciary. 
Council Roam, ~” 
San Felipe, January 3, 1836. 


The same conimittee also made the following report, which 
vas read and adopted: 


Ty the Honwrable the General Council of the Provisional Go- 
> vernment of Teras. : 


VENTLEMEN:? 


Your committee on state and judiciary. to whom was refer- 
d the communications of Thomas F. McKinney in their ré- 
pi, which is respeetfully submitted, beg leave to say, 

That it is not the design of this House to pass any ordinance 
w decree to operate as an ex post facto Jaw, or by any moye- 
fit to surprize those upon whom their decrees and ordinan- 
sareiniended to operate, and although their proceediag have 


ken governed by emergencies; yet ìt has been the especial 
y* : 


: 
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cadre of the Council to avoid, in their enactments, the adoption 
ef any measures, that might‘operate unequally. And most 
especially have they, and will they, avoid the adoption ofsuch 
measures, as might effect most prejudicially, those who are 
most active in the country’s service, and deserve most at their 
country’s hands. And your committee feel themseives fully 
authorized to say, that whenever this House discerns that any 
of its acts have, or are hkely to have this tendency and effec, 
they will, without hesitation, relieve by immediate counter 
action. It seems however, fiom the communication referred, 
that the case there complained of, isjust such an one, as if 
has been the object of the Council to ghard against, and calis 
for, and deserves the immediate interposition and relief of this 
House. : 

The circumstances as gathered from the letter referred, are 
that before the passage, by this ‘House, of an ordinauce laying 
iniposts and tonnage, and before it was even in contemplation 
McKinney& Williams had gone abroad, as had been their 
custom, to purchase and import their supplies of goods and 
merchandize, and in full time to have them imported before 
the passage of the impést and tonnage laws; but being detain’ 
ed, in consequence ofthe difficulties in which the county was 
involved, and delayed too by their engagements iu her behali; 
in procaring arms and vessels for her defence, the ordinance 
was passed, and their stock of merchandize much larger than 
usual, in consequence of the increased demand of the country, 
are now subject to heavy duties. While other merchants 
more attentive to their own :mmediate interests, than ther 
country’s weal, have escaped the consequences of the law, 

Your committee, therefore, respecifirlly advise that the Go- 
vernment interpose in behalf of MCKimney & Williams mthi 
instance, and that they be icleased from the payment of the 
duties imposed by said law, as regaids their present importa- 
tions; and for that purpose your committee would respectlully 
submit the accompanying ordinance, &c. 

The ordinance accompanying the above report was real 
the first time, and the rule suspended, when 1t was read as 
cond and third time, when the question was taken on its fina! 
passage, and decided in the affirmative. 

The same committee, through their chairman, Mr. Bar 
ret, also made the following report, which was read- am 
adopted: 
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tp the Honorable President and members of the General Council. 


Your committee on state and judiciary, to whom was refer- 
et the proceeding of the volunteers of Goliad, in favor of in-- 
dependence, and the proceedings ofa public meeting held at 
Texana, upon the same subject— 

Report, that the free expression of opinion in all matters of 
Government, 18 a right unquestioned among’a free people, but 
when opmions become declarations, solemnly adopted by a 
bw, adverse tothe principles, and in their execution destruc- 
live to the very existence of the Governngnt, the right of free 
jkcussion is transcended, and the ee ae a whole commu- 
uty jeoparded, by the premature acts of a small part. The 
ust declaration of the volunteers at Goliad, savors greatly of 
ihe latter character, bm it is believed to have been intonside- 
ntelyadopted, without designing to produce the conséquences 
the country inevilable upon its execution. Of this fact your 
mmittee have been advised by the agents, through whom the 
dcument was transmitted to this House, and who had been 
ppointed to superintend its publicatioy in the newspapers of 
Texas; and which agents, on being convinced of the evil ten- 
lucy of further troubling our citizens by exciting and dis- 
cling subjects have prudently agreed to withhold all further 
wblicity of which, thev have advised their constituents, and 
nerely request that the copy of the proceediags be permitted 
eremain upon the files of the Secretary of this House. This 
ur committee advise may be properly done. 

The proceedings of the meeting at Texana are without ob- 
tons, bemig opinions offered to their feliow citizens, merely 
vising and.tor their consideration. The question of a de- 
ration of independence, is vastly interesting and important 
itself, and requires deep and long consideration from the 
ple themselves. 
The canses and effects of such a measure should be freely 
scussed to be well understood, and no action should be had 
0 a subject, so vitally important to the present and future 
‘mes of Texas, until the public mind is well informed 
harmonized, to meet all consequences firmly, and secure 
self reproach. 
The members composmg the Provisional Governinent un- 
lilsexisting organization, as such, have no choice in direct- 
stheir words or actions. The line of conduct is plainly de- 
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fined to them, and to be consistent and just to themselyell 
their words must harmonize with their actions. AJl disg 
sions in this House upon subjects at variance with its veii 
existence, which we have severally sworn to support, must W 
regarded as forbidden to us here, whatever our private opinid 
may be as to the future policy to be adopted by the people; 
Texas. Time only can determine the correctness of any man 
views, as regards the attitude to be assumed by this count 
in her political relations to the world. Officially, we are con] 
manded “to touch not, handle not the unclean thing.” Af 
we severally fulfil oursolemn obligations to our country, g 
shall we be cheered with the blessings of an approving com 
science, and the smiles of the omnipotent and just God. 4 
: D.C. BARRETT, 

Chairman of Committee on State and Judiciary. į 

Council Room, 2 

San Felipe, January 3, 1836. § 

Mr. Royall presented the following resolution, which w 
read and adopted: : 

Be it resolved by the General Council of Texas, that 1} 
chairman of the committee of finance be appointed, and 
hereby required to perform the duties of comptroller pro ter 
of public accounts in case of that office being vacant, and th 
this resolation be in force from and after its passage, any o 
dinance and decree or resolution to the contrary notwithstang 
Ing. - š f- 

Mr. Hanks trom the committee on military affaiıs, reporte 
‘resolutions respecting an expedition to Matamoras, in acco 
ance with the report of said committee adopted yesterday 
which were read and ordered to he on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Royall, the ordinance and decree for t 
belter accommodation of claims on the treasury, was take 
up and read a second time and postponed tli to-morrow. 

On motion the House adjourned till nine o’clock to-marroy 


morning. 


— e 


Counci, HALL, SAN FELIPE DE ÅVSTI®N } 
January 5th, 1836. 


: NINE O'CLOCK, A M; 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
The journal of yesterday’s proceedings being real, 
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i Kerr presented the account of Jobn H. Money, for com- 
Lion of money on public lands, seventeen dollars and for- 
ane ceuts, which was allowed, and the accounting officers, 
ected to draw for that sum to be paid out of the monies ap- 
wtiated for contmgent exp ses of the House. 

amotion of Mr. Kerr, the chairman of the committee of 
xe was directed to take up the draft given B. C. Wallace, 
Krive a drati for eight dollars, to be paid out of funds ap- 
wriated for contingént expenses of the House. 

ýr. Thompson submitted the discharge of Alexander Abra- 
gs, one of the New. Orleans volunteers, who was wounded 
krat, which was read and orderéd to lie on the table. 

fhe president submitted the petition of T. Jefferson Cham- 
ss, for authority to raise an army of reserve for the protec- 
koof the liberties of Texas, which was 1ead and referred to 
elect committee of three, consisting of Messrs. Barret, Roy- 
and McMullen.- Bc ae D 

Mr Hanks called‘up the resolation ofthe military commit- 
k respecting an expedition to Matamoras, and offered a re- 
tion, which was read and the whole laid upon the table 
fi this afiernoon. 

fh motion, the House adjourned ull three o’clock, p. m. 


: THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 
‘the Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
The President submitted , several letters recommending P. 
Wyatt and A. B. King of Alabama, who have volun.eered 
arservices in the cause of Texas,which were read and or- 
Bred to be placed on file. 
On motion ot Mr. Clements, the accounting officers were di- 
ted to take up the orders drawn in favor of Juan Casgilas, 
uel De Lias, Ignacio Cuillar,; Juan Dose Cassillas, ane 
Renew orders fur the same amounts, to be paid out of ibe 
monies in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 
Mr Collard, from the municrpality of Washington, was 
wraand took his seat as a member of this Council. 
On motion of Mr. Hanks, Mr. Tucker was appvinted on the 
mee and judiciary committee. 

% motion of Mr. Hanks, Mr. Collard was appointed on the 
hral committee. 
On motion of Mr. Barrett, Mr. Malone was appointed on 
Psat and judiciary committee. 
: Hanks presented a resolution instiucting the committee 


; 
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on the state and judiciary, to enquire into the expediency of 
opening and organizing the counts of justice, &c., which way 
adopted. 

Mr. Barrett presented the account of D, B. Friar, superin- 
tendant of rangers, appointed by a former Council; which was 
referred to a select committee of two, consisting of Messrs, 
Thompson and West., 

On motion, the House adjourned till seven o’clock, p. m, 


SEVEN O'CLOCK P. M. 
The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 


The President submitted several letters recommending | 


John F. Ward and J. M. Chadwick, volunteers from the | 


United States, which were read and ordered to be placed on 
file. 

* On motion of Mr. Barrett, a select committee of two was 
appointed, to wait on Messrs. Fannin and Johnson, with the 
resolutions respecting an expedition to Matamoras, and learn 


their views respecting the same. Messrs. Clements and Bar- ` 


rett were appointed on shat committee. 

Mr. Hanks fromi the committee on military affairs, to whom 
was referred certain communications from Goliad, reported 
progress, and asked and obtained leave to sit again. 

The President sabmitted a letter from General Houston, re- 
commending Wyatt Hanks for the appointment of sutler ia 


the Texian army, which was read and referred to the com: - 


mittee on the state and judiciary. 

Mr. Royall presented thie following resolution, which was 
read and adopted. 

Resolved, that the commandant of the post of Bexar be,and 
he is hereby authorized to dispose of such public property as 


is not needed for the suppott ofthe post on the best terms pos | 


sible, and apply the proceeds of the same for the benefit 
of the post. ” 

Mr. Hanks from the committee on military affairs, reported 
an ordinance to amend the ordinance for raising a legion ol 
cavalry, which was read thé first time, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading to-morrow. = 

On motion, the discharge of Alexander Abrahams was 
taken up and considered. 

Mr. Thompson présented a certificate from Doctor Pollard, 
surgeon of the volunteer army, respecting the wounds of Mr 
Abrahams, and on motion the account, was allowed, together 


| 
! 
| 
i 
| 


263 
yith two months additional pay at twenty dollars per month. 

The ordinance and decree to prevent the importation and 
emigration of free negroes and mulattoes, was taken up and 
tada second time; the rule of the House was suspended - 
Í andthe ordinance read a third time, when the question was 
E ken on its final passage, and decided in the atirmative. 

The Executive sectetary presented, approved by the Go- 
yernor, “An ordinance and decree for the relief of McKinney 
@ & Williams,” also "a resolution requiring the committee of 

| finance to act as comptroller pro tem. whenever that office is 
yacant. ‘ f 

The ordinance and decree authorizing the purchase of cer- 
ainarmed vessels of McKinney& Williams, and regulating 
the navy service, was taken up and read the third time, when 
| he question was taken on its final passage and decided inthe 
i afirmative. 

Mr. Clements, from the select committee to wait on Mesars. 
Fannin and Johnson, reported, that they had discharged that 
É duty, and that the gentlemen named fully concurred with the 
resolutions. ‘ 

The resolutions respecting the expedition to Matamoras, 
f were then taken up and read. ot 

It having been suggested that there was not a quorum pre- 
sent, a call of the House was made, when eleven members an- 
swered to their names. 

The president submitted the question to the House, whether 
hey were competent te transact business with that number? 
which question was decided in the negative. ° 

The Secretary asked and obtained leave of absence for a 
lew days. 

E On motion of Mr. Barrett, the military committee, weré re- 
E quested to wait on Mr. Burnham, and invite him totake a seat 
inthe Council from the municipality of Austin. 

On motion, the House adjourned till nine o’clock to-morrow 
morning. nos 


reir 


CoUNCIL HALL, San FILIPE DE AUSTIN, i 
January 6th, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. Me 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
The jounal of yesterday’s proceedings being read, 
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On motion of D. C. Barrett, E. B. Wood was appointed 
secretary pro tem. of the Conncil, and as such took the oath of 
office. 
Jesse Burnham appeared, and took the oath.of ofice aba | 
member of this Council from the municipality of Austin, | 

Mr. Clements irom the committee on military affairs, pre | 
sented the following report, which was read and ordered ty | 
lie on the table: ; o] 

Your committee to whom was referred the communication § 
and reports received from P. Dimit, commandant at Goliad, | 
have had the same under consideration, and we beg leave to | 
report that it is important to afford, as far as in our power such 
reliefto Captain Dimit as he asks for. He states officially, j 
that he is in want of provisions. and that many troops under 
his command have families, who are entirely dependent upor 
their labor for subsistence, and that they have been in the ser | 
vice of Texas from the commencement of the war. 

Your committee would: therefore recommend, that Captain | 
Dimit, through his contractor or commissary, procure suek | 
supplies and provisions for the troops under=his command, as | 
are necessary for them, until provisions and supplies can be | 
sent to that post by an agent in New Orleans. And that for- 
ther, he be authorized to appoint a suitable cantractor toob- 
tain said provisions, in the place of the one already appainted | 
by the General Council. ` 

Your committee would further recommend that Captain | 
Dimit be earnestly requested to remain command ini at Go- j 
liad, atid to keep as many of thé troops at present under bi | 
command, as will remain at that post. | 

Your committee further recommends that the commandat 
at Golizd, be authorized and empowered to dispose of the | 
publie property únder his charge at Goliad, by public vendue, 
after giving ten days notice of said sale, and for the money | 
due by the Government to the troops at that fort to be cons 
dered as cash paid by s id troops for such articles, as they 
may wish to purchase, to that umount for which Government 
may be indebted to them for theirservices, in all cases taking 
sufficient vouchers from said tfoops. Provided, that said | 
commandant shall not dispose of any public property that wil 
be necessary for the use of the army. 

Your committeé would further recommend to the Honore 
ble the General Council, to request his Excellency the Go | 
vernor, to order troops to the relief of the Commandant of G0- 
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jad, and further, should Captain P. Dimitt resign the com- 
pmd which he now holds at the fort of Goliad, that he be 
ad is hereby requested to make out a complete muster roll 
ad army report to the Provisional Government, of the tvoops, 
heir names, and every thing connected with the situation of 
wid fort; the quantity of provisions and ammunition; and 
dso the officer whom he leaves in command. Your commit- 
pi would further recommend the adoption of the following 
resolutions : : ` ; 

, Resolved, By the General Council of the Provisional Ġo- 
wmment of Texas, that his Excellency the Governor be, and 
iis hereby required to correspond with the Commandant at 
(liad, P. Dimitt, as to the course recommended jn the fore- 
ping report by your committee, and to give such instrnetions 
a may be necessary to keep possession of said post. 

Resolved,’ further, That a ‘certified copy of the foregoing 
report and resolutions, be furnished by the Secretary to the 
Governor, to be forwarded to P. Dimitt, Commandant at Go- 
lad, 0 > ee ee 
“James Bowie exhibited’to the Council, orders from the 
Commander in Chief of the Ariny, to proceed against Mata- 
moras, and took leave of the Council for his departure. : 

On Motion of Mr. Hanks, a committee was appointed, con- 
sisting of Messrs, Hanks and Kerr, to wait on Mr, Bowie 
and request of him a copy oi his arders for the expedition to 
Matamorase. aare À - 

Whereùpon the said cominittee obtained leave of the House 
aul retired to execute the duties assigned them. 

Qn motion of Mr. Royall, the Auditor and Comptroller are 
requested ‘to draw on the Treasurer, in favor of John H. Mo- 
ity, for fourteen dollars; to be paid out of the funds appropri- 
ued for the contingent expenses of this House, being the sum 
advanced by hint to the Courier from Goliad. 

‘On motion, the House adjourned till three o'clock P. M. 


S 


T “ ji n F THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The House met pursuant tò adjournment, 
The Executive Secretary presented the following message 
fom the Governor, which was read. > - i 
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Executive DEPARTMENT or Teras, 
To the Honorable, the President, and Council ; a4 
GENTLEMEN:—— i 


I made a call on your honorable body, ta know if ay ey. 
press could be immediately sent to New Orleans, with dix 
patches to our agents. This I deem absolutely necessary, fy 
reasons before given. Will you please inform me on that syb, 
ject. I have ordered the Commander-in-Chief to establish 
his head quarters on the frontier, to concentrate all the troops 

ig 


4 


in Texas, and occupy the most eligible points to afford 
tection, and keep the enemy in check, and to have every 

in a state of preparation for active operations, at the earliest 
possible day. , I have been informed that Messrs. McKipney 
and Williams have received an armed vessel, which i3 now in 
our waters; before writing to our agents, I would like to know 
whether she is intedded for the Government or not, and all 
the particulars connected therewith, in order that I may advig 
our agents particularly on that subject. 

I am respectfully, &c. &c. 
HENRY SMITH, Governor, 

January 6, 1836. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, the Auditor and Comptroller 
were required to draw on the Treasurer in favor of J, H. 
Holman, for six dollars, there being an error in the draft hare- 
totore drawn in his favor, upon ‘his ‘aecount, and, discharge 
heretofore allowed and filed. 

On motion of Mr. Royall, the instructions heretotore given 
by the previous Council, to T. F. McKinney, to obtain a loan, 
were referred to.the committee on the State and Judiciiy. 

A letter from T. F, McKinney, consenting to act as the ape : 
cial agent of the Government, in procuring supplies, &c., far | 
the army, was presented by Mr. Clements, read and referred 
to the committee on State and Judiciary. 

Mr. Hanks, from the select committee appointed to wait o 
James Bowie, to obtain a copy of his orders, reported and 
presented.a copy of the same, which was ordered ta he ited 

Mr. Thompson, from the select-committce appointed to ir 
vestigate the account of D. B. Friar, presented the followin 
report; which was read and adopted. 

The special committee to whom was referred the accouil 
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ofD. B. Friar, su erititendent of the ranging corps, as order- 
dd bythe permanent Council, have had the same under con- 
gderation, and beg leave to report, as follows. ‘Ten dollars to 
be deducted from said account for sending an express, and 
si ten dollars for shoeing horses ; the balance of the account 
reommittee would recommeid to the Honorable the Ge- 
nral Council fo receive, 'aš your committee find nothing in- 
correct mit. * ' 
Your committee further recommends, that the quantity of 
Mm orn, to wit: thirty-one bushels, and ammunition and’ provi- 
iis, &c., yet on hand, be used by the rangers who are now 
Í in the service, until the regularcorps of rangers can be raised 
@ wd organised for the protection of the frontier, and if any 
Í should remain, at that time, it can be disposed of, and the pro- 
ceeds thereof paid over to thé Government § and that two pack 
horses be continued in the service as aforesaid, when they can 
t disposed of, as before mentioned, by order of the Govern- 
ment. k 
` A. THOMPSON, Chairman. 


“On motion of Mr. Clements, it was ordered, that Captain 
P, Dimitt be advised, by express, or otherwise, that the Go- 
sernment has paid fourteen dollars to redeem a horse pledged 
byhis express rider for that sum, and that Captain Dimitt 
shall retain in his hands fourteen dollars of said express rider’s 
py, or otherwise secure the same amount, and also to hold 
| the said express rider responsible for any other property be- 
longing to the public, that he shall not account for and return, 
| by withholding from him and retaining its value. 

Mr. Tucker offered the following resolutions which were 
read and adopted: ‘ ; 
m Beit resolved, By the General Council of the Provisional 

| Government of Texas, that the name of the Municipality of 
Tenehaw be and the same is hereby altered and changed to 
ihat of Shelby, and that all acts heréafter passed, and business 
done, shall be in the name of the Municipality of Shelby. 

_Be it resolved, &e., That the town of Nashville, be, and the 
Bee is hereby made the seat of Justice for said Municipality 
t, ye 
Beit further resolved, &c., That there be an election pre- 
| cinct in the eastern part of said Municipality, and that the 
| election in said precinct shall be holden at the, residence of 
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James B. Jackson ; and that hèreafier for all elections for sad. 
Municipality, polls shall be opened at said. place, and correg 
returns of the votes given in by the persons superintendigg 
said elections, made-to the seat of Justice at Nashville, J 
The committee on the State and Judiciary, to whom was 
referred the communication of the Auditor of public accounts, 
made the following report, accompanied by sundry resolutions, 
all of which were read and unanimously adopted. = 
To the Honorable the President and General Couneil of | 
the Provisional Goyernment of Texas. =. 2 - || 
Your comnuttee to whom was referred the communication of 
the Auditor of public accounts, (J. W. Moody,) respectfully 
report— gary. i l 
Phat upon examination of the resolution, of November 11th, 
1836, they find it vague and ambiguous. By a-strict and 
Jiteral construction of the resolution,-no volunteers wha wew 
at the time.of its passage in the service of Texas, are entitled 
‘to the benefit of its provisions, and those who were embraced 
‘within its provisions,-are entitled to twenty dollars per month 
from the time they left their homes, until they returned, with 
out stipulating any time or any number of miles per day, by 
which their. mileage or allowance for travelling may be com- 
puted. But your committee are of opinion that to give there- 
solution the meaning it prima facia imparts, would noth 
construing it according ta.the object designed by the Houx 
in its passage. It surely was the intention of the House that 
all volunteers who entered the service at any time before, and 
continued in service until the capitulation ef Bexar, and wer 
honorably discharged, should be entitled to the benefits gt the 
resolution ; and that some rates of mileage should be defined, 
and some time allowed and specified after leaving their homes, 
until they enter the service, and for them to return to ther 
homes.‘ In remedy whereof your committee advise the adap 
tion of the following resolutions: ae : 
Resolved, That the resolution of the Convention passed 
the 11th November, 1835, allowing certain pay to velunten 
who were then in the service of Texas, and should congna 
therein until the reduction of Bexar, be extended to embre 
all volunteers who joined the service as aforesaid, at anyaime 
before the taking of Bexar, and continued therein, wntil its tt 
duction, and were or may have been honorably discharges 
and the rates of computing mileage under said resolute, 
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hall be twenty miles for each day allowed to be audited and 
setled ag provided in other cases of claims connected with the 
rolunteer army aforesaid. of sg 

Be it further résolved, ‘That all voluuteers who turned out 
hr tie purpose of aiding the citizen army before Bexer, upon 
the call made by the Provisional Government, through their 
agents, appointed by resolutions passed the 10th day of De- 
cember, 1835, shalt be entitled to the same pay and allowance 
fy mileage; going and returning, as is given and allowed by 
the first section of those resolutions; and to be in the same 
manner audited and settled. 

Be it further resolved, Fhat the Auditor shall be emipow- 
ered, and he is hereby empowered, when required by any 
caimant, or when in his own opinion it may be necessary for 
doing justice, to call witnesses before him, by subpoena, and on 
neglect ar refusal af any witness to obey such subpcena, to 
sue compulsory process, to bring such witness or witnesses 
befrie him, to give testimony on vath, which he is empower- 
ul to administer, touching the matter under investigation ; and 
fsuch witness or witnesses ghall refuse to testify, he, she, or 
tey, shall be fined. in ‘any sum not exceeding the amount ` 
claimed in the case wherein he, she, or they arv called to tes- 
ily, And all and every Sheriff, deputy Sheriff, or other mi- 
nisterial officer of Texas, shall be compelled to execute any 
process issued and directed ‘to them, or either or them, bv the 
Auditor relaying to witnesses, under the same pains and pe- 
tales, in case of refusal or neglect as could be inflicted, in 
vase of refusal or neglect to execute any process issued to him 
os them, from any Coart, Judge, or other Judicial officer of 
Texas. ` ` i 

The committee on State and Judiciary, also, made the fol- 
lowing report, which was reád and adopted. ` 

To the, Honorable the President and Gencral Council of the 
Provisional Government of Texas. : 

Your committee to whom was referred the proceedings of 
the Court of Enquiry, held in the town of Goliad, to investi- 
gute certain charges preferred against Hugh McDonald Fra- 
zer, beg leave respectfully to report: That theyare at a loss 
t conjecture for what purpose the document referred could 
have been sent, to this Council, or what action it is contem- 
plated this House can have upon it. Can it be expected that 
tts House is to pronounce upon the case there set forth? Pro 
per tribunals have been created, both civil and military, 
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| whose province it is to hear and determine these.’ matters 
True, it. appears from the testimony in the case, that Fraziey’s 
conduct in regard to the plugs of tobacco, &¢., is very repre. 
hensible, but is it to be expected that this house is to take ego. 
nizance of all petit larcenies and „thefts, committed in the 
army or elsewhere? , If the House receive and consider com. 
munications of this kind, and waste their time, so precious tg 
the country, in its present embarrassments, in giving counte- 
nance and ear to matters so totally foreign tothe objects of 
its organization, and so far without its sphere of action, we 
cannot hope to meet the expectation of our constituents whose 
interests we are appointed, to guard. 

Your committee with all deference’and respect to this he 
norable body,’would further say, that they are equally ata 
loss to conceive what report the House could have expected of 
them on the matter refefred, or for what purpose it was com- 
mitted to them. Were the house to act on such matiers only, 
so far as they require acting upon, your committee are well 
assured that they would be saved the labour of making re- 
ports, and useless expenditure of stationery (at this time mm 
great abundance here,) upon them, and the House the fatigue 
of hearing these reports read. |” 

On motion of Mr. Clements, the report of the committee on 
military alfairs, and resolutions concerning the expedition to 
Matamoras, were called up and. read, and Mr. Hanks preser 
ted a letter from F. W. Johnson, declining any participatios 
in the;contemplated expedition to Matamoras, which wasal» 
read, andthe Hause,went into secret session, to consider and 
act upon the same, whereupon Lhe report and resolutions te 
gether with the letter, aforesaid, were on motion of Mr. Ror-, 
all, recommitted to the committee on military affairs, and on 
motion of Mr. Hanks, Mr, Barrett was added to the commit- 
tee for this special case. eo. ok 

On motion of Mr. Royall, the secret session then closed. 

On motion of Mr. Royall the members of the Council wer 
released from any obligations of secrecy, in regard to the acs 
of the Council in secret session, which appear ypon the journl 
and record. : 

-On motion the House adjourned till nine o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 
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Councin Hatt, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
; January 7th, 1836. 


€ 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M 


The Council met pursuant 10 adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings being read, 

On motion of Mr. Royall, the report of the committee on 
ŝtate and Judiciary, to whom was referred the report of Tho- 
ms Burnett a commissioner appointed to investigate the case 
ifthe Hannah Elizabeth, was taken up, and on motion of Mr. 
Barrett, was re-committed to Mr., Royall, who is appointed a 
special committee lo revise and correct the same, and report 
hereupon this evening. ; 

Mr. Barrett, chairman of the committee on State and Judi- 
(ay, to whom was referred the subject of instructions to F. 
P McKinney, to negotiate in behalfof the Government a joan, 
and the papers and documents concerning the same, present- 
ela report and resolution, which on motion of Mr. Hanks 
were unanimously adopted. ` j 

A leter from D. B. Friar, to the President and Council, 
was presented by the President, read and referred ta the com- 
mittee on Indian affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the orders of the day were then 
taken up. l 

An Ordinance and decree to amend “* An Ordinance and 
legee for augmenting the regular army of Texas, and for rai- 
ing a Cavalry corps,” was taken and on motion of Mr. Cle- 
ments, section the sixth was added, and on motion of Mr. 
Hanks, was recommitted and made the special order of to- 
morrow. : 2 

On motion of Mr. Kerr, the message received from the Go- 
veror on yesterday, was referred to the committee on State 
and Judiciary. . - . 

Án ordinance and deeree prescribing the manner in which 
il claims against the Goveinmeni shall be presented, and 
ich restrictions as to prevent fraudulent imposition upon the 
Government, was taken up and read a second time, and on 
motion of Mr. Clements its title was changed to “ An Ordi- 
tance and decree prescribing the manner and form of settling 
ke accounts .of the volunteer army of Texas, and for other 
purposes,” when the rule of the House was dispensed with, 
tnd the ordinance read a third time, and the question taken on 
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its final passage, which was decided in the affirmative, and 
ordered that the said ordinance and décree do pass, and the 
title thereof be as aforesaid. | i 

Mr. Royall who was appointed a special committee to te. 
vise and correct the report of the committee on State and Ju. 
paul made ihe following report, which was read-ard adop- 
fed. ' ; ; 


a 


To the Honorable, the General Council of the Provisional Cini, 
ments . . tgs 


Your committee to whom was recommitted the report of the 
commitice on State and Judiciary,'to whom was’ referred th 
report of Thomas Barnett, Esq., a commissioner appointedis 
investigate the affair of the schooner Hannah Elizabeth, & 

Respectfully advise the appointment of one additional Con. 
nussioner, fo be commissianed and instructed by the Gover, 
or, agreeably to the ordinance already passed on that subject 
and be directed forthwith to proceed in conjunction with thoee 
already appointed to the prompt discharge of thé duties a 
signed them; and therefore recommend the adoption of the 
following resolutions: oar “ 

Resolved, That Isaac E. Robinson be, and is hereby ap 
pointed a cominissioner to unite with Robert H. Willams, 
James Collinsworth and Thomas Barnett or any one of them, 
and act in conjunction in the investigation of the case of th 
schooner Hannah Elizabeth, as provided by an ordinaneé sd 
decree passed the 17th December, 1835, and that the Govety- 
or be required fo issue a new writ and mstructious to sui 
commissioners, agreeably to the provisions of the ordinane 
and decree aforesaid. ‘ : 

Be it further resolved, That the Secretary cause to be fur 
uished ‘said commssioners, a copy of all charges presented 
before this Council in relation to the Hannah Elizabeth. 

Be it also resolved, That any two of our said commiasior 
lors be authorized tó discharge the duties assigned them, si 
to employ counsel if necessary. : 

Be u also resolved, That Thomas Barnett be allowed thr 
teen dollars for his expenses, and three dollars per diem, f 
his past services, and that the aforesaid commisstoners shall a 
he allowed three dollars per diem, besides their reasonable 
penses to be settled in the same manner as other publica 
counts. i 

Un motion of Mr. Royall, “An Ordinance and decree fr 


273 


ihe better accommodation of claims against the treasury, were 
mhen up, and on motion of Mr. Hanke, was recommitted 
the special committee with whom it originated. — — 

The report and resolutions of the committee on military af- 
girs, to whoin was referred the report of P. Dimitt, comman- 
drat Goliad, were taken, up, réad and adopted. - - - 

On motion of Mr, West, a committee was authorized to be 
gpanted; and for-that purpose, Mr. Royall nominated Mr. 
West who was appointed. that committee, to.seil a horse be-. 
inging to the Government, the same that was pledged. by P> 
Dimitt’s express rider, and redeemed by the Council, and make 
report thereon, thiseyening. - £ È 

Mr. Tucker ‘presented an account of John Gilbert, which 
mas referred to the. committee of finance p: and on motion of 
Mr, McMullen, Mr. Barrett was added to that committee for 
his special case.. gee, a a el te 

Mr. Hanks from the committee on military affairs, to whom 
was recommitted.the report and resolutions in relationio'an 

dition to Matampras, presented a report. aod resolutions 
which were read, an-amendmtnt was. offered by, Mr. Clements 
md accepted, and the resolutions, as amended, with the re- 
prt, were unanimously adopted'as follows, viz: >, : 
x % Gk EE ee ed aa et a TAS. 
To the Honorable, the Gaueral. Couneil of the Provisional Gavera- 
- , ment of Texasi, — . < 


$ as 3 
Your committee th whom was recommitied the report and 
redlutions of the committee on militaty affairs, respecting an 
apedition against Matamoras, contemplating the appointment 
off. W. Fannin and F. W; Jobnsou, us, agents, clothed with 
ertain powers for collecting and concentrating volunteer 
mops for carrying into effect the intended plan of operations 
i the descent upon Matdmorag, as designed by the Provi- 
sonal Government of "Texas; in consequence of Mr. _John- 
ws declining to act as agent, for reasons stibmitted by him- 
#fand entirely satisfactory ta this Council, your committee 
p for the consideration ‘of this House, the following reso- 
ttions: 
Ist. Be it, resolved, By the General Council of the Provi- 
sonal Government of ‘Texas, that J. W. Fannin be, and is 
roby appointed and empowered, as an agent for and in be- 
liifof the Provisional Government of Texas, to raise, collect 
ind concentrate at, or as near the post of Copano, as conve- 
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nience and safety will admit, all volunteer troops Willing “tg 
enter into an expedition against Matamoras, wherever the 
may be found, at the mouth of the Brazos, city of Bexar, o 
elsewhere, whether in Texas, or arriving in Texas, and when 
thus collected and concentrated, to report, either to the Com. 
manding General, or to the Governor or Council, as he ma 
prefer, agreeably to the seventh section of an ordinance’ an] 
decree passed on the fifth day of December, 1885, for raising 
an auxiliary corps to the regular army, and continue to repon 
from time to time, as the expedition may progress, ' 

Sec. 2d. Be it further resolved, &c. That the said agem} 
W. Fannin be, and is hereby authorized and empowered w 
call upon Thomas F. McKinney the general agent of the Com. 
missary Department, or any other public agent, store-keeper 
or supplying officer of the Government, for the proper am 
necessary munitions of war, the usual supply of pravisions ap 
portioned to number add rank, and the means of transpotts- 
tion thereof, and of the troops, aforesaid, by land:or by water, 
which ¢all.and orders of said agent, shall’ be respected by all 
public agents or officers aforesaidjand said ugent’s receipt shal 
be respected.by the Government. “7 07. 

Sec. 3d. Be it further resolved, &c., That the said agentJ. 
W. Fannin be and is hereby authorized and empowered w 
negotiate d loan: of ‘three thousand dollars, at not more than 
ten per cent. interest, to'be paid out of the first monies rot 
atherwise especially apprapriated, at this date, or the fis 
money which shall come into the treasury of Texas, 

Suc. 4th. Be it further resolved, &., ‘That on the congep 
tration of the volunteer troops as aforesaid, that an election fer 
a commander and other officérs shall be made, agreeably m 
the law regulating the auxiliary volunteer corps, as referred w 
in section first of {hese resolutions. ~ ; 

Sec. Sth. Be it further resolved, &c., That after the agen 
of the Government aforesaid, J. W, Fannin, shall have so re 
sed, collected, and concentrated the said volunteer troops, thal 
he shall make a descent upon Mutamoras, if he deems it prc 
ticable to take said place, or such other point or place, as te 
said agent may deep Proper. , a 

Sno, 6th. Be it anes resolved, &c., That the afores 
agent, J. W. Fannin, shall be authorized and empowered T 
appoint such special agent or agents under him, ag he saa 
deem necessary to carry into effect the object of thèse y 
tions, and to delegate to such special agent or agents, Sut 
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wers in writing as he may think proper and not inconsis- 
mnt with the powers of his owg agency. | 

Sec, 7th. Be it further resolved, &c., That J. W. Fannin ’ 
gall be furnished with a copy of the foregoing report and re- 
gutions, duly certified, immediately upon their passage. 

(n motion, the House adjourned till three o'clock, p. m. 


x 


THREE O'CLOCK, F. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment, 

‘On motion of Mr. Royall, an allowance of one hundred dal- 
lars was made to G. Logan, who was wounded at Bexar, in- 
dependent of what he may be entitled to for his monthly ser- 
rices. ; 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, Mr. Burnham was placed on the 
gmmittee of finance. Sg 

Mr. Barrett, on leave of the House first obtained, offered a 
resolution, in addition to the resolution, giving instructions to 
McKinney and Williams, for negotiating a loan; which was 
wanimously adopted. a 

Mr, Barrett, on leave of the House, from the select commit- 
we to whom was referred the proposition of T. J. Chambers, 
hr raising an army of reserve for the protection of the liberties 
ff Texas, reported an ordinauce and decree which was read, 
udon motion of Mr. Hanks, the report was adopted ; the rule 
ofthe House was then dispensed with, and the ordinance and 
decree was read, a second time, 

On motion, the rule of the House was further suspended, 
ndthe ordinance read the third time, and the question taken 
m its final passage, which being decided in the affirmative, 
twas ordered thar the said ordinance and decree pass, and 
tht the title be as aforesaid. i 

On motion of Mr. Barrett it was ordered, that the commit- 
teon Naval affairs, be required to examine into the expedi- 
tacy of retracting all letters of marque and reprisal heretofore 
ganted by this Gouncil. 

And on motion of Mr. West, Mr. Barrett was added to said 
committee, for this special case. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the disposition made by the 
House, of ** An Ordinance and decree, to amend an ordinance 
and decree for augmenting the regular army of Texas, aud fer 
waag a Cavalry corps,” in the forenoon, was reconsidered, 

again taken ip; when Mr. Kerr moved to strike out part 
the third section, which motion was rejected, and an amend- 
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_ was then taken on its final passage, upon which question the 
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ment offered by Mr. Clements, by adding a seventh section; 
which was adopted. And on motion, the said ordinance and 
decree was read a third time, and the question being taken 
on its final passage, it was decided in the affirmative, and or. 
dered that said ordinance and decree do pass, and the tite 
thereof, be as aforesaid. ' a. a s ; 
On motion of Mr. Royall, an allowance of one hundred 
dollars is made to E. P. Pulliam, who was wounded at Bexar 
in addition to forty-five dollars, whichis also allowed feat 
on his discharge for his monthly pay. > l : 
Mr. Thompson presented the report of D. B. Friar; which 
was referred’to the committee on military affairs. ° O ` 
Mr. Royall, from the special committee, to whom was ra. 
committed, “an ‘orditiance and decree for the, better åceom-' 
modation of claims against the Treasury,” reported the same; 
and on motion of Mr. Barrett, the same was ordered to he 
read by sections. © | ` oe en oe 
Whereupon, Mr. Barrett offered an amendment, by which 
“all persons having claims against the Tréasury, should be 
obliged or bound to take Treasury, nates;” on which the ques- 
tion be taken, the’ House was divided, and the President 
voting in the negative, the aniendment was lost. 
Tle rule of the House being dispensed with, the said opdi- 
nance and decree was’ read the third time. , The question 


ayes and noes were called for, and were as follows, viz: 
” AYES—Messrs: Burnham, Hanks, West, Royall, Maline, 
McMullen, Thompson, and Cóllird.—8. i 
NGES—Messrs. Clements, Kerr, Barrett and Tucker 
A majority appearing in favor of said ordinance and deg 
it is ordered that the said ordinance and decree pass, att be 
title thereof bé us aforesaid. ` aa ae 
"M. Hanks, chairman of the committee on military affgy 
présented the following report, which was read and adpppaf 
The committee on military affairs, to whom was rekta 
the communication from B. F. Duval, have had the ne 
der consideration, and would advise the House to i 
B. F. Duval, if he does not wish to join the volunteers 
their expenition, as contemplated, against Matamoras, to, 
port a muster roll of his company, or the troops undet 
command, to the Governor and Council, accompanied fii 
the desire of himself and troops, as to what portion 
army they wished to be attached; whether to the regi 
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pantry or artillery in the regular army, or the auxiliary 
corps or legion of cavalry to the regular army; and if he . 
should wish to join either of them, for what length of time? 
B Your committee would further recommend the adoption of 
he following resolution: aai 
Resolved by the -Gencral Council of the Provisional Gov- 
i anament of Texas, that, his, Excellency, the Governor be, 
md he is hereby required to communicate to B. F, Duval, 
pon the subject of the foregoing report ; and also to forward 
acopy of this report and resolution to the said B. F. Duval. 


¢ 


| : WYATT :-HANKS, Chairman. 
The Executive Secretary preserited the following message 

fom the Governor © . : ' a 
= "o Excouttve Departunent or Texas. 

Ty the Honorable, the President and members of the Council: 

QsntTLEMEN— . a i 
| The preamble of the committee originating an ordinance and 
decree, Xuthorising the purchase of certain armed vessels 
therein named, of. Messrs. McKinney and Williams, and for 
aher parposes, & 2. J have ‘considered. the same, with that 
É tention which I considered the subject merited, and have 
enclosed it back, with the following exceptions: 

in the first place, our agents gdvise us, that they had pur- 
chased the William Robbins, and tiow have her in possession, 
ad have changed hérname to that of Liberty, and that they 
| had pledged the faith of the country for payment, &c, 

They were certainly authorized tó do so. It must be pre- 
timed that their judgment was. exercised: in the purchase, 
aid whether it be good or bad, I consider your bods has no 
ight to interpose and counteračt by legislation, what they 
bave done in conformity with their vested authority. ‘And as 
žrespects the purchase of the other armed vessel, called-the 
devincible, the ordinance, as it stands now, leaves the matter 
Mtirely open’and dependent on contingerit circumstances.— 
| The holders might not agree to take the price reported by our 
| cmmissioners, for I consider ihe matter left entirely open. 
cemmissioners report that the vessel &c., will” answer 
aéene of our naval “vessels, in conformity with the law crea- 
ting the vavy for Texas, arid the holders are willing to take 
cosrand charges, let the contract be positive and binding on 
both Parties: Provided, the vessel be found to answer by our 
| Commissioners, and not leave the matter open for bargain and 
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sale after the report is made. . If the commissioners report | 
her as coming within the provisions of the law creating a pa 
vy for Texas, the contract should stand as closed Provided, | 
the commissioners report heras coming within the purview 
of the law. Otherwise, we bave no autharity to make the; 
purchase. It cannot be forgotten that our agents are specjal. | 
ly instructed on that subject, and if not immediately advised, | 
will on their aniival in the United States, employ agents to 
make the purchase. I consider the Council should not breed 
confusion by infringing on the authority which they had ab 
ready vested in their agents. 
I would suggest to your body, that from the activity and 
patriotism of the holders, Messrs. McKinney and Williams, 
and their zeal, as has in many-cases been evinced, to sere 
the public, that I would be disposed to take the report of My 
MeKinney, as soon as any other agent, -which you have orf 
could appoint. And if from his report, you should find the} 
vessel to come within the purview of the taw, let the bari 
“gain be closed at once, and our agents forthwith informed.—| 
William P. Harris, collector of the port of Galveston, could! 
be immediately notified to receive her in the name of ihe} 
Government. - 24 
I therefore confidently hope that your honorable body will 
reconsider the ordinance, and so alter and amend it, as to 
prevent conflict and injury. 
I am respectfully, i f 
. HENRY SMITH, Gover 


On motion of Mr. Barrett, leave was granted Mr. Kero 
return home, with a request, however, that he will reméini 
until the transaction of some important business in the mom 
ing. i % 3 

The Council adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow mom-§ 
ing. b ka 

T r 

- x P 
Councit-Hatn, San FELIPE DE Astin, | 
January 8th, 1836. : 
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NINE O'CLOCK, AK | 


The co mcil met pursuant to adjournment. 4 
The journal of yesterday’s proceeding being read, | 
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On motion of Mr. Barrett, the orders of the day were taken 
Pan ordinance and decree creating a new municipality to 
iz called “Colorado,” was taken up and read a second time, 
«nd on motion of Mr. Burnham, the first section was stricken 
mt and an amendment offered .by himself: adopted. The 
nle of the House was then suspended, and the ordinance 
md decree read the third time; when the question was taken 
mits final passage, and ‘was decided in the affirmative:— 
Whereupon, it was ordered that the said ordinance and decree 
$ b pass, and the title thereof be as aforesaid : 

Mr. McMullen, chairman of the committee of finance, to 
whom was referred the claim of John Gilbert, offered a re- 
pri; which, ön motion of Mr. Hanks, was laid on the table, 
yatil this evening. i . 

The Executive Secretary presented a letter from Mr. Ran- 

dull Jones, directed to the Governor, resigning his seat as a 
member of this Council, from the municipality of Austin ; 
which was read and ordered to lie on the table. 
The objections of the Governor, contained in his message 
delivered and read yesterday, returning “an ordinance and 
decree authorizing the purchase of certain armed vessels of 
YcKinney and Williams, and regulating the naval Service,” 
were taken into consideration, and the vote of the House was 
iken on the passage of said ordinance and decree, the objec- 
ions of the Gavernor to the contrary notwithstanding ; which 
was carried by the following constitutional majority. 

AYES—Messrs. Burnham, Hauks, Kerr, West, Barrett, 
Royall, Malone, McMullen, Fucker, Thompson, and Col- 
wd—~-11. E i o; 
Noes.—Mr. Clements. e 
Whereupon, it was ordered that the ordinance and decree, 
do again pass, and the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

Randall Jones appeared and took the oath of officeas a 
member of the Council, from the municipality of Austin. 

Mr. MeMollen, chairman of the committee of finance, pre- 
vated the following report and resolutions; which were 


adopted 2? 
To the Honorable, the President, and members of the Council: 


Your committee, to whom was referred the petition of Hen-: 
rick Arnold, in behalf of bis father-in-law’s family, Erastus 
Smith, report, that the most essential and dangerous services 
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i 
have been rendered by Erastus Smith, before and in his at- 
tack upon Bexar, proving his devoted patriotism and heroic 
daring in every engagement with the enemy, in consequence of 
which, himself and family have been deprived of every means 
of support, and are thrown upon. the generosity and justice 
of the country, while he is-now confined in Bexar, with sey. 
eral wounds inflicted by the enemy, while he was fighting 
in his country’s cause. T . ; 
Your committee have no hesitation im saying that the boun- 
ty of the country is demanded, as an act of justice to a brave 
man, from the Government; and therefore advise the ad 
tion of the following resolution : : a 
Be it resolved, that a gratuity or an allowance of one hun. | 
dred and fifty dollars be made and-given to-.Erastas Smith 
and his family, and that the auditor be directed to draw a 
draft to this effect upon the Treasurer, ‘specially stating that | 
the samé is be paid from the first monies that come into the 
Treasury, not ‘otherwise specially appropriated, and thata 
copy of this report and resolution be immediately given to sgid 
Smith, through some members of his family. 
: JOHN McMULLEN, Chairman 


Mr. McMullen, fram the-same committee, also made the 
following report; which.was read and adopted : 

The committee of finance, to whom was referred the letterof 
_ the chairman of the commitiee of safety of Matagorda, have ex- 
amined the same, and beg leave to,report to the House, that 
oe committee know nothing of ‘said order, as np order has 
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cen received or seen by your committee: neither are there any 
vouchers or satisfactory evidence accompanying said letter. 

Your committee further states to the House, that the Gov- 

ernment has not means to meet said demand, even if there 
was an order, and that accompanied by sufficient vouchers. 


° JOHN MéMULLEN, Chairmen, 


Mr. McMullen, from the same committee, also made are- 
port on the subject of Thomas Bray’s accounts} which was 
ordered to be filed. ` mae 

Mr. Barrett obtained leave of the House to intiodaes an 
ordinance and decree, authorising and empowering Thomas 
F. McKinney and Samuel M. Williams, of the firin of McK- 
ney & Williams; to effect a loan for one hundred thousand 
dollars, and for other purposes, to be considered as emollet 
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which was read the first time, and the rule of the House-sus- 
ded, when it was ordered to a second reading, which 
teing done, on motion, the rule of the House was further sus- 
nded, and said ordinance and decree were read a third 
ime; When the question was taken on’ its final passage and 
decided in the affirmative. It was then,ordered that said '’ 
ordmance and decree do pass, and the title thereof be as 
jforesaid. ne i : 
Mr. Barrett, chairman of the committee on the state and 
judiciary, to whom was referred the following letter from T. 
F. McKinney, made a report, which was read and adopted. 


a i San Frue Du Austin; ). 
January 5th, 1836. j 
To the Honorable President and members of the General Council. 
GENTLEMEN: 


I have no hesitation in agreeing to act in the capacity 
indicated in your ordinance of the 3d inst:, as special agent 
to procure supplies for the support ofthe army, until a suita- 
ble person be appointed to discharge those duties. IT am 
fom this time forward prepared to, recéiye your orders and 
mstructions ‘on the subject, with a request that you be gener- 
ily as explicit as possible. 

: > .I am very respectfully, &c., 
THOMAS F. MeKINNEY, 


To the Honuruble the General Coungil of the Provisional Ge-' 
vernment of, Texas. 

Upon the above letter of Thomas F. McKinney, your com- 
mittee où state and judiciary, advise that the Governor be no- 
Jified of the acceptance of Mr. McKinney, as agent of the 
Commissary General’s Department of Texas, and “that the 
vorresponding appointment may be made and signed by him, 
by and with the advice and consent of the General Council, 
a5 the legal authority to the said agent, and that the requisi- 
tons of the law creating and defining the duties of the Com- 
missary General be complied with by the said agent, and reg- 
ulate his conduct of the department, in the same manner as if 
commissioned as Commissary General. ee 

s ‘ D. C. BARRETT, Chairman. 

Council Hail, January Sth, 1836. : 

x* 
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Mr. Clements, from the committee on military affairs, to whom, | 
was referred the communication of F, W, Johnson, ihs 
to P. Dimitt, reported that no. action was required upon mid 
communication ; which report was read and adopted, © ~- | 
Mr. Clements, from the same committee, to whom-was yp. 
ferred the letter of J. W. E. Wallace, made report, recommend. | 
ing to the House, the acceptance of his resignation; which wos | 
read and adopted. . l è | 
Mr. Barrett, chairman of the committee on the state ang ju 
diciary, to whom was referred the Governor's message, of Jan. | 
uary sixth, made the following report; which was iead ang | 
adopted : 
Your committee on state and judiciary, to whom was reir | 
red thé message of his Excellency, the Governor, of the sixth j 
mistant, reports, that they are fully aware of the necessity a 
speedily communicating with our foreign agents, and: giving | 
them the additional instructions advised by this House; and 
that they have consulted Thomas F. McKinney, Esq, who is g 
about leaving for New. Orleans, and that he agrees to carry al | 
dispatches from the Government. to, that city, under such dite. | 
tions as may be given, either by Aknself or a responsible agent, 
with the greatest possible expedition, Your committee ther. | 
fore advise, that this mode of communication be adopted, and | 
that the Governor'be immediately informed thereot that all the | 
necessary documents and preparations may be made and doiv- 
ered in the course of this day. j ; | 
Your committee advise that the ordinance, authonzine the} 
purchase of the vessels William Thompson aud Invinerble ftom $ 
MeKinney and Williams, being new with the Executive, no se 
tion on that part of the me sgte can be necessary, ond recom- 
mend that a copy of this report bo forthwith made and ent 
to the Governor tor his information and correspondent action, 
‘ f D.C BARRETT, Chatman. | 
Council Hall, January Sth, 1895, 2 ; 
Mr. Honks presented a list from 'T. Fs MeKinney, contaning 
the names of the volunteers who arrived on the schooners De | 
Kalb and Louisiana; which was ordered to be filed. z 

Mr. Wost, from the special committee appointed for that pur 
pose, made the following report; which was reád and adopted: 


To the Honorable, the President and General Council of they 
Provisional Government of Texas. | 

Your committee, appointed to dispose of a horse belonging 0 | 
the Governmant, which was pledged hy P. Dinmitt’s expe 
rider, and redeemed by this Council tor the sum of fourteen do- 
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& f 
jars; begs leave to report, that he offered said horse for sale, and 
gid the same at public auction in San Felipe, on the seventh 
inst., to a Mr, Winburn, for the sum of thirty-six dollars; which 
he has received and deposited in the Treasury, as will appear by 
ie Treasurer's receipt herewith returned, - 
` . ‘ C. WEST, 


On motion of Mr. Barrett, Messrs. Jones and Thompson were 
appointed a special committee to send by express tò Columbia, 
fortwo or four reams of paper for the use of this House, and it 
ordered that the auditor draw an order in favor of snid com- 
mittee on the "Treasurer, for fifty dollars, to be paid out of the 
finds for the contingent expenses of this House, for the pur- 

es aforesnid, l 
On motion, the House adjourned until three’ o'clock. p. m. 


4 ` 7 * 
i 


THREE OGLÖCK, P. M, 


The House met-pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Clements presented the petition of E. W. Cullen, iu be- 
half R. H. Forte, with the accompanying affidavit and account 
br the loss of m horse worth one hundred dollars, and his ser- 
nesin the army for fifty-five dollars; which were allowed. 

On motion of Mrs Tucker, the report of the cominittee on 
fnance, in relation to John Gilbert's account, was taken up and 
alowed, and, it was ordered, that the property, viz: the waggon, 
horses and linrness on which said claim is, based, shall be the 
property of the Government : and Mr, Tucker is further ordered 
present on to-morrow morning, a resolution requiring Mr 
Grant ta aceonnt to the Government for the same. 

Mr. Tucker presented the acconnt of Reddin Gainer, for his ser- 
næ as a.volimteer in the army; which was allowed, together 
with twenty days, to he reckoned after the 28th day of December, 
1885, for his return home. . 

The President submitted sundry letters and documents, brought 
by express, ahd the JTlouse went Into secret session to consider 
and act upon the same, o 

The secret session closed, and on motion, the House adjourn- 
eluntil to.morrow morning, at nine o'clock, ` 


5 arannana 


Counow Harn, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, } 
January Sth, 1838. 5 
Special call of the Council. 
EIGHT O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The Counci! met. 
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Mr. Barrett offered the following resolutions: > - 
Whereas, the Mexican sloop of war, Montezuma; is now pe. | 
ported to be in the bay of Galveston, and Texas is not in full 
possession of any vessel of sufficient force to meet her in ac 
and whereas the schoonef Invincible is offered to the Govern. 
ment of Texas, by Messrs. McKinney and Williams, upon tems | 
which Government accepts, therefore, : 
Be it resolved, that a register of said schooner Invincible, be | 
made as the property of the Government, under the directions of 
the Governor, who is hereby’ authorized to execute the same, 
and give a duplicate thereof into the hands of Thomas. F. Me. | 
Kinney, as evidence of the ownership of said vessel, and tote. § 
tain the other on the files of the executive office, 
Be it further resolved, that the Governor is advised and av. § 
thorized to issue to Thomas F. McKinney, a letter of appoint. | 
ment as commande¥ of the schooner Invincible, as a national § 
vessel of war, removable at the pleasure of the Governor and 
Council, and instruct said MeKinney to take command of sad 
vessel of war, and man and provide her for a cruize aganst 
the enemy, within the Gulf of Mexico or any of its waters, until 
further ordered, and that he report of his proceedings and dets 
to the Governor and Council, under the proper instructions w 
be given by the Governor, with the letter of appointment afore 
said; which resolutions were read and unanimously adopted, | 
and a special committee, consisting of Messrs. Royall and Me 
Mullen, appointed to wait on the Governor immediately, to catty | 
into effect the object of the resolutions. 
A tetter from Edward Hall, presented by the President, wa | 
read and referred to the committee on military aflairs, | 
On motion, a respite of half an hour, was given for the com. 
inittee to retire to effect the objects of Mr. Barrett's resolutions. 
The House was again called to order after the half hour had § 
expired. i i d 
On motion of Mr. Bartett, it was ordered that a copy of the } 
resolutions adopted to-night, be immediately forwarded to our 
public agents in the Umited States of the North, through Tj 
F. McKmney. . > 
On motion, the HouSe adjourned till nine o’clock to-monov | 


morning. ; 


E 


Cavuci- HALL, San FELIPE DE Ausu} 
January 9th, 1836. 


; NINE O'CLOCK, A. M 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
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The journal of yestérday’s proceedings being read, Mr. £Me- 
illen, to whom was teferred the letter of M. Caldwell, made 
jefollowing report; which’ was read and adopted : 


1 d kS j 
ty the Honorable, the President and General Council of the 
Provisional Government of Teras: < 


Your committee on finance, to whom was referred the com- 
gunication of Mr. Caldwell of Gonzales, respecttłully report, 
iat they have examined the samé, arid approve of the’ drafts 
yn on the Government in’ favor of Dennis and Miller, for 
wo hundred and. eighty-tane dollars forty cents, and seventy- 
t dollars ninety cénts, but disapprove of the former dratts 
drawn at sight, as it was not in the power of*Mr. Cald- 
wll to know what might be the state of the Freasury, or its 
tity to discharge the drafton its presentation. Your comma- 
we would neveitheless advise the allowance of said ’ drafts, 
pacing them on the same footing with other claims against the 
Government. : ‘ 
In regard to the situation of the mill alluded to m said com- 
munication, your committee reasonably infer from the lapse of 
imesince the writing of the communication, which is dated, on 
he second of December, that it has before this been repaired, so 
xo answer the, grinding necessities of the army at Gonzales, 
a therefore deem ıt unnecessary to advise any course in relation 


thereto. i i ; 
JOHN MeMULLEN, Chairman. 


Mr. Tucker introduéed resolutions in relation to Jobn Gil- 
kts Waggon, feam and harness, pressed and taken from saxi 
Gibert by Mr. Grant; and Mr Clements offered an amendment ; 
which was adopted; and on motion of Mr. Hahks, they were 
odered to lie on the table. 

The President presented the auditor's report; which on mo- - 
lonof Mr. Barrett, was ordered to be filed. i 
‘The committee on military affairs, to whom’ was referred the 
xcount of D. B. Friar. report; “that the accounts belong ta 
sme other committee, and not the military ;” which report was 


EA 


> 


rad and adopted. : 

Mr. Barrett, chairman of the committee on the state and jedi- 
cary, to whom was referred General Houston’s letters, in rela- 
tonto the appointment of Sutler, made the following report ; 
Which was read and adopted, 


To the Honorable, the General Council of Texas: 
Your committee on state affairs and judiciary, to whom was 
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referred the letter of General Sam Houston, for regulating the 
appointment and duties of Sutler, &c.; report, that the im t 
tance of having sutlers regularly appointed for supplying the 
army with such articles, as are wanted. and often unprovided by 
Government, wader army arrangements, has too long heen af 
mitted and:practised, to require proofs or admit of doubts. 

In the organization of the armies of Texas, this departimen 
of the service was no doubt contemplated, although not express. 
ly provided for. In as muchas the Sutler provides from his owp 
capital, there can ariseno pecuniary responsibilities to the Gor. 
ernment, and the only requirements are an efficient man, wig 
the capital of sufficient means.to prevent the probability of any 
imconvenierice arising in consequence of a dependence upon this 
source for the purchase of such articles, as are usually expecta 
from this department in army organizations.’ 

Your committee therefore advise’ the adoption of the folloy 
ing resolutions : _ a ‘ 


e 4 


“Resolutions organizing and appointing a Sutler to theo. 
my of Teras? 

Be it resolved, that there shall be a Sutler appointed for the 
armies of Texas, and that this department of the military sq. 
vice shall, in all respects, be regulated and governed by the sang 
rules and principles, as govern.and regulate. the practice in thi 
department in the United States of the North. 

Be it resolved, that there shall be one Sutler appointed fr 
the armies of ‘Texas; whose duties shall be regulated upon te 
rules and practice as directed in resolntion first: Provided, the 
that the said Sutler shall have power to appoint Sutlers to at 
under him at such points #s the Governor or commanding Ga- 
eral shall direct, and for the faithful performance of the dates 
of each sub-Sutler, so appointed by lim, the Sutler shall be a- 
countable agreeably to law, as aforesaid : 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, Messrs. Jones and Thompson wer 
added to the committee on Indian affairs. , : 

Mr. West, of the committee on nayal affairs, to whom w 
referred the subject of letters of marque and reprisal, reporel 
progress, and asked leave to sit again; which was grante 

Mr. Thompson, -from the special committee appointal ù 
obtain paper for the use of the House, made‘the following 2 
port; which was read and adopted: 


To the Honorable, the General, Council of Teras, ke: 


Your committee of two, appointed specially to = ont 
send an express to Columbia for paper for use of the Govemptt, 
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jeave to report, that they have endeavored to obtain horses, 
„able for that ‘purpose, but have riot beeri able to obtain them: 
ilw, that they herewith return the draits on the Treasurer for 
ity dollars, drawn to send for said paper. ae i 
Ùn motion of Mr. Barrett, the dratt drawn in favor of said 
enmittee for fifty dollars for the purposes aforesaid, was or- 
ked to lie on the table. - ’ 

Mr. Barrett presented the testinionials of James’ Patterson, 
enlisted soldier in the legion of cavalry, and his application 
i the office of Gunner and Armorev, on board the schooner 
arincible, in the naval department. 
Ordered that his testimonials’be filed. ' : 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the House adjourhed till three 


lock, p. m. 


oo ; THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The House met ‘pursuant to adjournment. 
The communications of Hugh McDowell Frazier were taken 
ip, and at the suggestions of the President ordered to be filed. 

James B. Jamieson’s letter of recommendation, for the officé 
a Engineer for-the army of Texas was taken up, and at the 
nggestion of the President, ordered to be filed. 

he resolutions requiring Colonel. Travis, under the order 

of the commandant to proceed to Matamioras, were taken up, and 
keve given Mr. Royall to withdraw them. 
Resolutions suspending land offices, were taken up and ordered. 
v be filed. e. 
Randall Jones’ letter of resignation was taken up, and at the 
ňggestdn of the President, ordered to be filed. 
À report from the auditor of public accounts, was presented 
iy the President, and reterred to the committee of finance. 

Mr. Royall introduced the following resolution; which was 
ral, dnd on motion of Mr. Hanks, was laid on the table : 
Be it resolved by the General Council of Texas, that in ad- 
ttioh to the évidence already required by law, that before the 
wdttor shall receive and admit any claim for hoses or other 
perty. lost in the army, he shall require a cértificate of a 
oper officer or express rider; setting forth that the property 
m question. was lost or killed in battle, pressed into service, or 
mactual purchase made for the use of the public. 

an EK R. R. ROYALL, 

January 9th, 1836. _ : 


Acommunication from Mr, Jack, agent for Empresarios, Aus- 
ta and Williams, on the subject of opening the Land Offices, 
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was presented by Mr. Barrett and read, and on motion of Mr. 
Hanks, referred to the committee on state and judiciary. =] 
An ‘ordmance and decree in relation to the disposition of lands: 
in Te.-as, was on motion of Mr. Barrett, taken wp, and on mo.§ 
tion of Mr. Clements, ordered to lie-on the table for one day. | 
The resolutions of Mr. Tucker, in relation to the wagyon4 
team and harness, pressed by Doctor Giant, and taken from John; 
Gilbert, were taken up, and on motion of Mr. Hanks, ordered to! 
lie on the table until Monday. i 
The Council then went into secret session for transacting bus} 
ness, 
The secret session closed, and on motion of Mr. Clements, the 
seals of secrecy were removed from the acts of the House in the] 
ake session aforesaid: Whereupon the following was di- 
closed. 
The House went into an election of judges for the municipal. 
ity of Colorado; when the following ballots were counted, viz] 
For first judge, William’ Menifee, twelve, votes. 
For second judge, ‘William D~ Lacy, twelves votes, 
Whereupon the said’ William: Memfee was: declared duly 
elected, and appointed first judge, and the said William D. Lacy] 
second judge of the municipality of Colorade.: , 
The House then proceeded to the election of a Com 
of the ‘Freasury, and Sutler to the army, and the ballots were! 
as follows: ak: 
For Sutler, Wyatt Hanks, eleven votes. ee 
Comptroller, David Ayers, two; H. C. Hudson, eight, 
Whereupon Wyatt Hanks was, declared duly elected Sule 
to the army, and H. C. Hudson, Comptroller of the Treasury.§ 
On motion of Mr. Royall, the House then went: into the] 
election of a collector of public duesin the department of Bexar, $ 
when James Kerr was duly elected to that office. 
The secret session closed. -. > na 
Mr. Clements introduced the following resolution: which} 
was read and adopted. oe iis 
Resolved, that his Excellency, the ‘Governor be, and"hp 8 
hereby requested to lay before this Council, a copy of all omlenj 
that he may have issued to the commandeyr-in-chief of the awy, 
or any other officer of the army, ih accordance with the four 
article of the. organie law, under the head of “military,” and thi} 
he be furnished with a copy of this resolution imm y 
Mr. Clements presented the resignation of H. C. Hydsou, « 
second judge of the municipality of Austin; which wasa g 
cepted. 
‘On motion of Mt. Clements, the House adjourned till Mon-§ 
day morning, nine o’¢lock. | 
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Coveit-Hatt, San FELIFE DE AUSTIN, 
January 10th, 1836. 


Special call of the House. 


The Council met, and the President read the following 
communication from the Governor to himself. 


“ 


Sundar, January 10th, 1836. 

To his Excellency J. W. Robinson, President of the Council. 

Dear Sir— i : 

I have recently received by express dispatches from Bexar, 
mdother places, containing information of a character which 
gould be immediately laid before the Council. 

And being informed that you do not meet to day, I must 
tg the favor of you to call a secret session of your body. I 
vish all the members of your body to be present, as immedi- 
we action will be necessary. You will please inform my Se- 
etary at what hour you will meet, and I will send him with 
he dispatches. T will also make a communication to the 
Horse. You will please have read, the, express correspon- 
dence first. You may perhaps consider my communication 
were, I wish you however to permit it to be read; I assure 
wuitis necessary. I wish you to distinctly understand that 
[well know your situation, and that nothing therein contained 
saimed at, or intended for you. I hope you will favor me by 
tompliance, as I deem jt all important. 

' I am respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


HENRY SMITH, Governor. 


Oa motion of Mr. Hanks, a committee was appointed, com- 
péed of Messrs. Clements and. Royall, to wait upon the Go- 
mor, and apprize him that the House will be ready at three 
Velock this afternoon to receive his communication, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Hanks, the House then adjourned until 
hree o'clock P. M. i 


; ‘THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment, and went into 
secret session. ş 


The secret session closed, and the House adjourned till 
bare o’clack to-morrow morning- 
Y 
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Counem Hasu; San FELIPE pe Austin, 
January 1ith, 1836, 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. . __ 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings being read, and also 
that of the day previous. 

‘Letters recommendatory of Lieutenant Francis Nevill, for 
a commission in the army, were presented by the President,| 
read and ordered to be filed. , 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, Mr. Clark was received as ang 
honorary member óf the Council from Pecan Point, Red Ri} 
ver, until he could produce the testimonials of his election, 
Mr. Clark being unwilling to take bis seat on any other terms, $ 

On motion of Mr. Royall, the House went into secret ses 
sion for the dispatch of business. -~ 

Secret session closed. 

On motion of Mr. Hanks, all acts of the House done in sel 
cret session in regard to the Governors late message, are re- 
leased from the obligation of secrecy, whereupon the follow- 
mg is the disclosure of the acts of the House in secret session, | 
in regard to the message aforesaid. i 
Proceedings of the House in secret session, January 10th 
1836. 

The House met and went into secret session for the dispatch 
of business. “4 

The executive Secretary presented the following message 
from the Governor, and asked leave to read it himself, as en- $ 
joined upén him by the Governor, which was denied him, and] 
iby request of the House the executive Secretary retired,and§ 
the message and accompanying documents were read. 


« 
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Executive DEPARTMENT or Trus 
To the Honorable the President and members of the General Cow 


cul. 


GENTLEMEN: _ 
I herewith transmit to your body, the returns and cones- § 
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ndence of Colonel Neill, Lieutenant Colonel Commandant 
gibe post at Bexar. 4 a ve 
You will in that correspondence fud the situation of that 
garrison. You will there find a detail of facts, calculated to 
tall forth the indignant feelings of every honest man. Can 
jour body say that they have not been cognizant of and con- 
uved at this predatory expedition? Are you not daily hold- 
conference and planning co-operation both by sea and 
ind? Acts speak louder than words, they are now before 
we, authorizing a Generalissimo with plenary powers, te plan 
aspeditions on the faith, the credit, and I may justly say, to 


appointments, fit out vessels, as government vessels, register- 
ing them as such, appointing landsmen to command a naval 
expedition by making representations urgent in their nature, 
ind for what? I see no reason but to carry into effect by the 
latried and improvident acts of my department, the views of 
your favorite object by getting my sanction to an act disorgan- 
iting in ats nature, and ruinous in its effects. Instead of acting 
as becomes the counsellors and guardians of a free people; 
you resolve yourselves into low, intriguing, cducussing parties, 
gs resolutions without a quorum, predicated on falae premi- 
#3, and endeavor to ruin the country, by countenancing, aid- 
igand abetting marauding parties, and if you could only de- 
give me enough, you would join with it a piratical co-opera- 
ton. You haye acted in bad faith, and seem determined by 
your acts to destroy the very institutions which you are pledg- 
edand sworn to support. Ihave ten placed on the political 
watch tower, I feel the weight of responsibility devolving upon 
me, and confidently hope I will be able to prove a faithful 
minel. You have also been posted as sentinels, but you 
have permitted the enemy to pass your lines, and Mexican 
lke, you are ready to sacrifice your country at the shrine of 
plunder. Mr. President, I speak collectively as you all form 
one whole, though at the same time I do not mean all, I 
know you have honest men there, and of sterling worth and 
integrity, but you have Judas in the camp—corruption, base 
corruption has crept into your councils, men, who if possible 
would deceive their God. 

Notwithstanding their deep laid plans and intrigues, I have 
niot been asleep 3. they have long been anticipated, forestalled 
and counteracted. They will find themselves circumvented 
nevery tack. Iam now tired of watching scoundrels abroad 
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the ruin ofthe country. You urge me by resolutions to make . 
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and scoundrels at home, and as such I am now prepared q 

` * ; eae È 
drop the curtain. ‘The appointment and instructions founded 
on the resolutions predicated on’ false premises, shall now be 
tested. I will immediately countermand the order made oni 
in such haste, and‘as you say, and as her register Says, the 
armed vessel Invincible is a Government vessel, I will im 
mediately order a suitable officer of thé Government to 20 and 
take charge of herin the name of the Government, and hold 
her subject to my order. And if that be refused, T will imtme- 
diately recall her register by proclamation to the‘ world. { 
would further suggest to you that’ our foreign agents have 
been commissioned and specially instructed to fll out on 
navy, and procure the proper officers and crews ; and miles 
they can be certainly informed of the absolute purchase ig 
time, to prevent their purchase of a similar one, the purchase, 
so made by you, shall never be ratified or become binding on 
this Government; because you would do the Government 
rious injury by meddling with matters which you have 
out of your power by special appointment. You shall notte 
permitted by collusion or management, to act in bad faith tp 
the injury of the Government. If the appointment of génoral 
agents, with latitudinarian powers, with the power of subst. 
tution, and many other things equally inconsistent, and riticw 
lous; which have been engendered in, and emanated from 
your caucussing, intriguing body, recently, dogs not show a 
want of respect to my department, and a total neglect of th 
sacred oaths and pledges solemnly made by you, I must ad- 
mit I am nojudge. I wish you distinctly to understand, that 
the ground on which you stand is holy, and shall be guarded 
and protected with every assiduity on my part. Permit me 
again to repeat it, Mr. President, this is not intended to toseh 
either yourself or the honest and well intending part of yout 
Council. 

Look around upon your flock, your discernment will easily 
detec the scoundrels. The complaint; contraction of th 
eyes; the gape of the mouth ; the vacant stare; the hung head; 
the restless fidgety disposition ; the sneaking sycophantic look 
a natural meanness of countenance; ai unguarded shrug. of 
the shoulders; a sympathetic tickling and contractjon of te 
rauscles of the neck anticipating the rope; a restless unsest 
ness ie adjourn, dreading to face the storm themselves have 

raised. ~ . : 

Let the honest and indignant part of your Council driva te 
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wes out of. the folds’ for by low intrigue and management 
y have been imposed upon, and duped into gross error and 
ginable absurdities. Some of them kave been thrown out of 
BJ: equally sacred, and should be denied the society of civili- 
keg mane : g 

They ave paricides pjercing their devoted country, already 
keding at every poré, But thanks be to my God, there is 
kim in Texas and a physician near. . Our agents bave gone ` 
boad ; our army has been organized. Our general is in the 

bid. A convention has been called which will afford a sov- 

ngu remedy to the vile machinations of a caucussing, intrigu- 

ag and corrupt Council. I now tell you that the course here 

woted out, shall be rig'dly and strictly pursued, and that 

ulss your body will make the necessery acknowledgment 

Sythe world, of your error,.and forthwith proceed, and-with 

le same facility and publicity; (by issuing a circular,) and 

jimishing expresses to give ‘circulation and: publicity, in a 

mwer calculated to counteract its baleful effects, that after 

twelve o’clack to-morrow all communications between the two 

partments shall cease ; and your body will stand adjourned 

wil the first of March next, unless from the emergencies of 
ihe country you should be convened by proclamation at an 

ather period. - 

[consider as the devisers of ways and means, you have 
kse all contemplated by the organigslaw. ` That your servi- 
ws ure now no longer needed, until the convention meets; I 
wil continue to discharge my duties as Commander-in-Chief 
{the army and navy, and see that the laws are executed. 

The foregoing you will receive as a notice from. my depart- 
neat, which will be rigidly carried into effect. You are for- 
ler notified that-andience will not be given to any member or 
special eommitiee other thay in writing. , I will immediately 
praceed to publish all the correspondence had between. the 
wpdepartments by proclamation to the world, and assign the 
sgons why I have pursued this course, and the causes which 
kve impelled me to do-it. 

Tam gentlemen your ob% servant, 
. . * *2, 3° o HENRY SMITH, Governor. 
| January-9; 1836." e 
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On motion, of, Mr: Thora son, Messrs. Royall, McMullen, 
Clements, Thompson and: West, were appointed a committee 
| “examine and consider the fate message of the Governor, and 
y* = ~ r = b 5 ; 


Seed 


-wait upon the Governor this evening and confer with him uo 
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the papers accompanying the same, and report thereupon to 
morrow. - ' 


And on motion of Mr. Barrett, the President is requested l 


the subject of the message and papers just received, and en. 

deavor to avert from the country, if possible, the disorder and 

confusion likely to result from the course he is pursuing, | 
The secret session then closed. - , 


k3 
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; January 11th, 1836, $ 

The House went into secret session for the dispatch of by 
siness. , | 
The committee appointed yesterday to examine and consi! 
der the Governor’s late message, &c., presented a report and 
resolutions thereupon, which’ were read and unanimondy 
adopted. as follows. 
To the honorable the ‘General Council of the provisioiy 
government of Texas. ™ i | 
Your special committee to whom was referred the commu 
nication of governor Smith, 
Report—That they are unable to express any other view 
to this House, than indignatiop‘at language so repulsive to eve 
ry moral feeling of an Ryrcrable man, and astonishment thng 
this community could Have been so miserably deceived-in se+ 
lecting for the high office of Governor, a man whose language 
and conduct prove his early habits‘of association to have been 
vulgar and depraved, and his present disposition, that of a 
tyrant. Thatthey repel the mfamous charges preferred agains! 
this Council and its members, as false and unfounded in eve 
ry part; and contemm the style and language as low, black 
guardly and vindictive, and every way unworthy of, and dit 
graceful to the office whence it emanated, and as an outrage 
ous libel on the body to whom it is addressed, and therefor 
advise the return of the paper accompsnied with the follow 


ing resolutions: 
` R. R. ROYALE, Chairman 
- ALEX’R THOMPSON, 
o CLAIBORN WEST, 
J. D. CLEMENTS, 


' JOHN McMULLEN. 
January 11, 1836. 


295 


1st, Resolved, That the members of the General Council, | 
sre the immediate representatives of the Sovereign People; 
snd are charged with the safety of the country and. amenable 
sily to the people for the faithful discharge of their duties. 

ad, Resolved, That each member individually, arid asa 
body collectively, will sustain at all hazards the- dignity of 
this government, and the rights of the good citizens of Texag, 

om they have the honor to represent. ae 
3d. Resolved, That “Henry Smith Governor of the Provi- 
ional Government of ‘Pexas, be ordered forthwith to cease the `, 
unctions of his office, and be held to answer to the General ` 
Council, upon certain charges and specifications preferred 
inst him, agreeably, to the provisions of the fourth section 
of the Federal Constitution. of Mexico of 1824; and the ele- 
venth section of the organic law of the Provisional Governs 
ment of Texas, as adopted in convention on the thirteenth 
day of November; A. D. 1835, and that a copy, of said charges 
and specifications, be furnished to the Governor, Henry Smith, 
within twenty-four hours from this time.’ 

4th. Resolved, That the Secretary to the Executive be 
forthwith notified of these resolutions, and that he be held re- 
sponsible to the General Council of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Texas, for every and all records, documents and 
archives of his office. : 

5th. Resolved, That the Treasttrer, Commanding-General, 
foreign agents, and all other officers of this Government be noti- 
fied of the suspension of Henry Smith, of the powers and func- 
tions of Governor, by the Representatives of the people of 
Texas, in General Council assembled ;.and that they and eve- 
ry of them hold themselves respectively, subject to the orders 
and directions of the Lientenant Governor, acting as Governor, 
and General Council aforesaid. , 
êth. Resolved, That a committee be appointed to draft an 
address to the people of Texas, setting forth the circumstan- 
ees and reasons which compel their representatives in Gene- 
tal Council to adopt these measures. 

On motion of Mr. Hanks, Messrs. Jones and Tucker were 
appointed a committee to return to the Governor his message 
of yesterday, together with the report and resolutions there- 
on. 


' Qn motion of Mr. Barrett, the secret session closed, and the 
committee atoresaid proceeded to execute the objects of their 
= appointment. c i 
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The House again went into secret session. a.s e 

Mr. Tucker reported that the committec had returned the | 
message and accompanying report and resolutions to the Go- $ 
vernor, and leave was given them to retire and report in wre | 
ting. ‘ Sa 2 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, ordered that a copy of the report | 
and resolutions be forthwith published together with the mes | 


sape. 

The committee ta whom leave was given to retire and re- | 
port in writing presented the following report which was read 9 
and adopted ; and the secret session closed. | 

Your committee who was this day appointed by the Gene. $ 
ral Council of the Provisional Government of Texas, to pre | 
sent to Henry Smith, Governor of said Government, a report 
and resolutions upon his message of the ninth instant; report J 
as follows : . | 

That the Governor, Henry Smith, stated, after reading | 
said report and resolutions; ‘Well, you have adopted your | 
course and I will pursue mine!” after which your committee 


left. 
JAMES B TUCKER, 
R. JONES. 
San Felipe, January 11 1836. 


On motion, the House adjourned till three o'clock, p. m. 
j THREE O'CLOCK, P. W 


The rouse met pursuant to adjournment. 

_ The messagé of the Governor received yesterday, and the 
‘report of the committee and resolutions thereupon were #7 
licly ready © 5 =s i 

On inotion of Mr. Collard, the nile of the House was saspe- 
ded, and they proceeded to elect a President pro tem. of lhe 
Council, with opea doors, the chair- being vacant in conse 
‘quetice of the Lieuteriant Governor: being required to metw 
Governor; Whereupon Mr. Royall nominated Mr. MoM 
Jen, who was unanimously elected President pro -tem. of #e 
‘Council, and ’as ‘sich was’sworn and took-the chair,  ' 
Qn’ motion of Mr. Barrett, the Lieatenant Govertor, Jase 
“WY Robinson, WassWorh as acting Goveftior of Texas. “` 
„ ; On motion of Mr. Clements, it was ordered, that the Seors 
tary ofthe Executive, be notified: that the EXeutenant Geter 
‘or has Been sworn into Office as’Govertior,-atd that teteg 
yerned by his directions. eur bh f 
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On motion of Mr: Jones, Messrs. Jones, Royall, Burnham, 
tucker and Collard, were appointed 4 committee to draft an 
ydress to the people of Texas, setting forth the causes, &c., ° 
ycording to the report and resolutions upon the Governor’s 
nessage and to act upon the articles of impeachment. 

On motion of Mr.-Royall, the House adjourned till to-mor- 
nw morning at nine o'clock. 


? 


eeccemnant, 
> 


Covxcinr Harn, SAN FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
i , , ` -January 12, 1836. Í 
f -o ai ; 


n S i NINE O'CLOCK, A: M 
The House met pursuant to ‘adjournment. — 
The journal of. yesterday’s proceedings being read,: 

The committee. to whom’ was referred the Governor's mes- 
pge of the ninth instant, made report thereupon, together 
with resolutions and articles of impeachment against the Go- 
vemor, and an address to:the people of Texas, all of which 
were adopted unanimously and ordered to be printed. 


L 
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-° TO THE PEOPLE OF TEXAS. 
When, in the execution df delegated powers, the represen- 
tives of a Sovereign People are urged to ‘the necessity of 
wopting ‘harsh means, to protect the interests of their country, 
wd save her from anarchy, it. becomes their duty to their con- 
skuents to explain'to them the circumstances under which 
ley have acted, and the inefficacy of a milder course. Un- 
$e these considerations, and a full sense of the bigh responsi- 
bility resting upon them, the representatives of the people of 
Texas, in General Council assembled, chosén.and delegated 
o goard her rights and interests, in her present embarrassed 
i critical situation, are painfully compelled 10 disclose 10 
heir constituents and to the world, occurrences as unlooked 
iras they are ta be deplored and regretted. In a govern- 
ment like ours, formed for the present emergencies, hastily 
ized, and at a time when confusion and disorder pre- 
d throughout our oppressed land, it could not be expected 
‘that perfect harmony and concord would characterize all the 
ts of all its,departments, or entire satisfaction could be giv- 
e by all its legislations; but it was at least to have been ho- 
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ped, and the hope was fondly cherished by the members of $ 
this Council, as well as by all patriots, that, by mutual compro- i 
mises and a general spirit of concession, the present necessi & 
ties of our beloved country could be answered. All immedi. 4 
ate self-interest we endeavored to discard ; all private ambi- 4 
tion and individual jealousies to sacrifice on the altar of dur! 
country, and to unite in fraternal Council to promote and ad. { 
vance the general weal. That this department of the govem. | 
ment has so far ‘succeeded in their adherence to these j 
principles, we appeal to our public acts, and to all wha 
have witnessed our deliberations. Whén complaints have! 
been made to us, of our acts, we have endeavored calmly | 
and considerately to ‘revise our conduét, and correct; so'far] 
as we are able all errors and inconsistencies. With the 
other department of the’ Provisional, Government, we have | 
endeavoaréd to co-operate in the-same spirit-of concession, and | 
allowance for all errors and misconceptions, ahd to avert the $ 
present, lamentable state of affairs, has been our constant and 
unremitting care: but, unfortunately, for the country, it-was § 
not to be prevented. From the-very organization of the go 4 
vernment we have: witnessed with the, deepest regret, and | 
most painful apprehensions, the disposition of that department | 
to abridge the powers of the General Council, which were} 
designed as a check upon executive usurpation, atid toassume | 
to itself the provinces of both departments. The executive | 
has from timè to:time, communicated his advice to the Coun- | 
_ cil, which it has'always received with that deference due to § 
the office from which it came, and has maturely weighed and | 
deliberated upon the same, but when the Council has adop | 
ted the measures recom. yended by him in his message, he has į 
withheld or delayed his signature to their ordinances, oF De | 
glected to comply with, their requisitions ;° and at other times 
he has transcended all authority, violating the organic law, į 
framed and enacted by the.people’s own immediate represen: | 
tatives, in General’ Council assembled, and the republican | 
principles of the constitution of Mexico of 1824, which hes 
solemnly sworn to stpport; and has imputed to the Council 
the evils resulting from his own acts. He has assumed the 
right of appointing and commissioning, and has so appoint 
and commissioned, private individuals to take the command af 
armies, without the consent or advice, of the Council, and i | 
direct violation and contradiction of the orgenic law of the 
convention, to which he owes his official existence. 
After the reduction of Bexar, the volunteer troops being J 
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ile within our ‘boundary, numbers daily coming in to our as- 
jstance from the United States of the North, and the country 
jtaffording the means of supporting them, it wes thought 
visable by the Council and the Governor so advised them, 
wkeep the war. without our territories, and to have the vol- 
mteers actively and profitably employed. For that purpose 
ihe Council authorized Colonel J. W. Fannin to enlist volun- 
vers hold an election of officers; and the army when raised 
ind organized, to make a descent upon Matamoras, specify- 
ing the manner, and prescribing the limits of Colonel Fannin’s 
actions as the agent of the Government for that special pur-~ 
pose} for which they received from the Governor the Yilest 
md most uncouth anathema, couched in the most vulgarly 
iusive language, charging them with appointing a general- 
ismo with plenary-powers, to conduct a plundering and ma- 
nuding expedition, and wishing to join with it a piratical co- 
operation; while he mmself without the advice, consent, or 
knowledge of the Council, and plainly and palpably in viola- 
ton of the organic law, which he is unequivocally sworn to 
obey, had just given to James Bowie, not known to the go- 
verament as an officer of any rank whatever, orders, through 
the Commander-in-Chief, to raise an army and proceed 
inst Matamoras ; thus-endeavouring by misrepresentations 
ant false charges against the Council, to excite public indig- 
nition against them, and divert if possible, their attention 
fom his own lawless and headlong course, trampling law 
under his feet disregarding his official oath, and ‘breaking up 
tie foundations of Government. 
( He charges the Council with joining with the expedition 
against Matamoras, a piratical’ co-operation. By this he 
means,the purchase of.the schooner Invincible, by the appoin- 
gof Thomas F. McKinney, (whose patriotism he highly 
commends in his message to the Countil,} to the command, 
for the purpose of attacking and taking, if practicable, the 
Montezuma, a Mexican vessel, now in Galveston, which has 
been cruising about our coasts, to annoy and capture vessels 
coming into our ports, and intercept the importation into Tex- 
a of men, munitions of war, and supplies for our armies. It 
was for the purpose of capturing if possible, this vessel, and 
br the further purpose of protecting our commerce and ob- 
structing that of the enemy, that the Council authorized the 
purchase and equipment for service, of the schooner Invinci- 
ble; a measure recommended by Governor Smith, in his com- 
munications to the Council. 
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All these acts of stubbornness and perverseness, were not $ 
sufficient to gratify his thirst for the sole dominion and ami] 
trary sway of the land. His dignity was insulted at the idea § 
of the existence of the co-ordinate branch of the Government, 4 
to curb his acts and check his usurpation. He became more! 
and more restless, until enraged at the presumption of the $ 
Council, in the exercise of a constitutional right, aad in con. $ 
formity with the true interests of the country, to pass an ordì- | 
naúce and decree by a constitutional majoyity, after it had $ 
been vetoed by “his Excellency,” be iguites; his fury ina $ 
blaze, consumes his prudence, (what he had) he orders the 
Council to disperse, shuts the doors of communication between | 
the two departments, and proclaims himself the Govern. | 
ment! P : 

Such 1s the purport of his last message, dated the ninth of 
January instant, atcompanied with decuments received by 
express from Bexar, containing an account of the deplorable | 
situation in which the troops of that garrison were left by Dr į 
Grant, who headed an expedition from that place to Matamo- $ 
ras. The message he would make it apear,,was induced by 
the arrival of these dispatches, as he directed them to be read § 
first as an induction to his message, in which he falsly charges | 
the Council.with having canned at, and sanctions the expe- | 
dition under Dr, Grant, which he alleges, is the cause of the | 
distressed situation of the troops at Bexar. This Council re- | 
pels the charge, as false and unfounded, and denies having § 
ever recognized in Dr. Grant any authority whatever, as an į 
officer of the Government or army at the time. The only 
authority Dr. Grant ever had in the army was derived from | 
Governor Smith. . By the bye, this gives us occasion to mer | 
tion another of the Governor’s acts of. usurpation. 

On or about the ninth day of December, 1835, he appoints 
and commissions, without the advice or consent of the Cour § 
cil, Edward Burleson, Commander-in-Chicf of the volunteer | 
army at Bexar. General Burleson appoints Dr. Grant, bis aid- 
de camp, who was thereby entitled to rank as Colonel, and į 
thus is derived his authority to act as he has done. 

{n this letter of the Governor to General Burleson, dated | 
December 9th, 1835, full of invectives against Colonel Gor 
zales, and his men, and the Council for furnishing him an 
outfit to assist in the reduction of that place, (for all of which 
we only call his attention to his solemn declaration to the 
world, and appeal to Almighty God, made in the Convention) 
he shows the principles which controlled his conduet, and tht 
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ct of his elevation to the high office he now occupies, has 

ced upon. him, and explams the reason-of all the difficulties 

ġa have occurred between the two departments, as well per- 

asany thing to which the attention of the people can be 

ed. Thus he concludes his letter to General Burleson— 

‘You will use the following address: To his Excellency, Hen- 
yy Smith, Governor of Texas.” 

Take this and, compare it with that impudential document, 
vat by him to disgrace the archives of your Council, his mes- 
ag, dated the ninth mstant, ıt may serve to explain. Read the 
wsage of his Excellency; after accusing the Council of re- 
ylving themselves mto “low intriguing caucussing parties,” for 
heanjury of the Government, and charging them with divers 
wils, which we have proved, resulted from his own acts, and ex- 
eulpating the President of. the Council, he proceeds.” 

‘Look round upon your flock; your discernment will easily 
dlect the scoundrels. The complaints, contraction of the eyes, 
te gape of the mouth, the vacant stare, the hung head, the rest- 
ks fidgety disposition, the sneaking sycophantic look, a natural 
wanness of countenance, an unguarded shrug of the shoulders, 
asympathetic ticking and contraction of the muscles of the 
wk, anticipating the rope, a restless uneasiness to adjourn, 
irading to face the storm themselves have raised.” 

This is the language of the Governor ın his official docu- 
ment in relation to. the chosen delegates of a free people; but let 
wproceed with this singular production of his Excellency. 

"f now tell you that the course here pointed out, shall be 
indly and strictly pursued, and that unless your body will 
mke the necessary acknowledgment to the world of your error, 
wl forthwith proceed, and with the same facility and publicity, 

issuing a circular, and furnishing expresses,) to give circu- 
on and publicity in a manner calculated to counteract its 
lefut effects, that after twelve o'clock to-morrow, all commu- 
nication between the two departments shall cease, and your 
kdy will stand adjourned until the first of March next, unless, 
fom the emergencies of the case, you shall be convened by pro- 
tamafion, at an earlier period.” , 
Again he concludes by saying, “you are further notified 
that audience will not be given to any member or special com- 
mittee, other than in writing.” This is the document sent to: the 
lepresentatives of the free and sovereign people of Texas, by his 
cellency, Henry Smth, Governor. 


_ We appeal to a civilized world, to know if its equal was ever 
ksued from an officer of such dignity, as that of a Governor. of 
Astate. By what sort of delusion could he have been so. blindly 
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actuated, as to put forth a document so degrading to himself, soğ 
mortifying to his countrymen and disgraceful to the office hed 
holds! Could his success m imposing himself upon the people 
as their Governo, encourage him to attempt the assumption off 
all the power. authority and domunion he now claims? Heayen} 
forzive his delusion ! And may he learn from this act, that a gal- Í 
lant people, engaged n a perilous contest for right, with a foreioy, 
foe, cannot be thus gulled and cheated of their liberties at home| 
under the immediate superintendence of their agents. a 
The Council met the occasion with all the calmness and de $ 
liberation they could muster. They endeavored to devise means 
to prevent this confusion in the departments of Government; forl 
the credit of their country they sought to avert it. Persom 
feelings and consideration were abandoned. But the time hag 
arrived whenall communication was to cease between the de} 
partments, unless they wouid surrender to-him the entire gov.f 
ernment, perjure themselves, and publish their perjury to the 
world, and swear that they had betrayed the: mterests of they 
countrymen, in not yielding implicit obedience to the will aff 
Governor Smith. What could the Council do? He had shu: 
the door of his office; ıt was, in effect, vacant: He had dene $ 
the authority that created 1t ; and as the guardians of the peoples 
interests, they weie compelled to proceed with the transaction o$ 
business, recognizing, accdrding to law, the Lientenant-Gover 
nor, as the acting Governor ; elected a President of their body: 
pro tem; and as m duty bound, they have preferred charges off 
impeachment against Governor Smith, for the manifest mjunes 
and difficulties he has endeavored to bring upon his country; that $ 
country which raised him to the high and responsible statin 
of her Governor. Yes, the Council met the occasion firmly $ 
Base perjury would haye stamped her seal upon ther acts.} 
if they had flinched. And while the armies are abroad m de 
fence of our beloved land, from the invasion of a foreign foe. 4 
they will ever guard and protect her against the insidious me @ 
chinations of her internal foes, and wil] deserve the, just con- 
demnation and lasting reproach of their countrymen, if ever m] 
danger, they desert their post. 
JOHN McMULLEN, President, 
pro tem. of the General Counc 


= 


J. DÐ. CLEMENTS, WYATT HANKS, : 
R. JONES, ALEXANDER THOMPSON 
CLAIBORNE WEST, E. COLLARD, 

R. R. ROYALL. JESSE BURNHAM, 

D. C. BARRETT, JOHN MALONE. 


Council Hall, San Felipe de Austin, Jan 11, 1836. 
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y Henry Smith, Esq, Governor of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Texas: 


Sm—The following are the charge and specifications pre- 
¿ned agamst you in substance and form as contemplated by the 
futh section of the orgamic law of the Provisional Government 
d Texas: The General Council advises you that you are at 
iherty to answer the following charges. and specifications, before x 
hat body, or before the General Convention, at its session, to 
ammence on the firstday of March next: that upon application 
nthe President of the Council, you will be furnished with the 
mmes of witnesses who will be called on to testify against you. 


Charges and specifications against Henry Smith, as Provisional 
Governor, under the eleventh section of the organrc‘ law, for 
malfeasance and misconduct in his said office, as preferred by 

| acommittee appointed by the General Council for that pur- 

se; 

AE Ist. For violating the republican principles of the 

federal Constitution of Mexico of 1824, which as Provisional 

Governar, he has sworn to support. 
2d. For neglecting to support the declaration of the Consul- 

khon of the chosen Delegates of all Texas, in General Conven- 

on assembled ; and for endeavoring to prevent the General 

Council from carrying into effect, especially the second article as 

wopted by the said Convention, November the seventh, 1835. 
3d. For official perjury, in infrmgmg and violating the or- 

ane law of the Provisional Government of Texas. 
dth For slanders and libels upon the General Council as a 

body, and upon the members thereof individually, and contempt 


of its powers and authority, and attempting to dissolve the Gov- . 


mment, and assume dictatorial powers over the good citizens 
of Texas, and by inconsistency, misrepresentation, and other 
ficial misconduct, has produced confusion and aimed at gen- 
eal disorganization, 


CHARGE FIRST. 


For violating the Republican Principles, &c. 

SPECIFICATION Ist. For assuming a high and dictatorial 
tone in his first message, addressed to the General Council, 
dated at San Felipe, Nov. 16th, 1835, and in the first sentence of 
sad message, the said Provisional Governor declared himself 
the Supreme Executive of the free and sovereign state of Texas, 
contrary to the Republican principles of the Federal Constitu- 
hon of Mexico of 1824. ~ 
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Serc. 2d. That the said Henry Smith, Provisional Governor | 
as aforesaid, did on or before the 17th day of December, ultimo, | 
without the advice or consent of the General Council, direct the ig 
commanding General of the regular army of Texas, to issue ay. | 
my orders to James Bowie, to arrange and conduct an expedi- 4 
tion against Matamoras at the pubhc expense, said Bowe not 4 
being an officer of the Government nor army, as proven by ex. | 
hibit, number one, given as a part of this specification. 

Srec. 3d, For attempting to prorogue or dissolve the Gen. | 
eral Council, contrary to the 110th article, under the fourth see. | 
tion of the Federal Constitution of Mexico, and declaring his | 
intention. to assume all the functions and powers of the Prong. $ 
ional Government, and to control the destinies of the good peo. § 
ple of Texas, by forcible dispersion of their Representatives m | 
General Council assembled, as shewn by the general tenor of a § 
communication made to said Council, dated the ninth day of § 
January, instant, and by oral declarations to that effect. 


CHARGE SECOND. 


SprrciricatTion Ist. That the said Henry Smith, as Provis. | 
ional Governor aforesaid, has neglected and refused to co-operate | 
with the Mexican citizens opposed to centralism, and endeavored 4 
to prevent the General Council from sending support and assis. | 
tance to members of the Mexican Republic, as especially exten- 
ded in the second article of November seventh, 1835. 

First—By throwing difficulties and obstacles in the way of | 
Colonel Gonzales, and the party under his command, who late 
in the month of November, asked the support and assistance of 
the Provisional Government, which was extended to him by the | 
General Council; the said Henry Smith, Provisional Governor | 
as aforesaid, opposing the Council in the measure, and intngu- | 
ing and managing with the citizens to render this act of the Æ 
General Council obnoxious, and by writing to the officer in com- | 
mand of the Colonial troops, that he had no faith in him, (Colo- | 
nel Gonzales,) and directing the said commander to keep a sinet | 
eye on him, ahd if he should seem not to act m good faith, to 
arrest him and his men, disarm them, and hold them as prison- | 
ers of war, subject to his order; and . : ; 

Second—For attempting to throw obstacles and difficulties 
in the way of General Mexia, to prevent him in uniting in the | 
general cause against cenitralism, and endeavoring to thwart and 
prevent the General Council from performing their duty towards 
General Mexia and his men, as required*of them by the second | 
section of the declaration of the seventh November, 1835, 

And lastly, by a general, clamorous, open and vindictive 
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prosition to the Provisional Government, acting 1n any manner 
under the second section of the declaration, aforesaid, 


CHARGE THIRD. 


SPECIFICATION Ist. That the said Henry Smith, Provisional 
un ernor as aforesaid, is guilty under this charge, by his cork 
duct and declarations as set forth and stated in all the several 
specifications under the charges first and second. f 
Spec. 2d. That the said Henry Snuth, Provisional Governor 
aforesaid, did, on or about the ninth day of December, 1835, 
commission Edward Burleson, a Brigadier-General of the vol- 
| mteer army, &c . without the knowledge, advice or consent of 
‘the General Council, and on the said muth day of December, 
(835, addressed a letter to the sad Edward Burleson, declarmg 
his assumption of powers, not vested in him by the ogane law, 
at which will more fully appear by a copy of said letter given 
apart of this specification. 

Spec. 3d, That the said Henry Smith, Provisional Governor 
waforesud, did on the evening of the tenth day of January, 
stant, state that he had been for the last two weeks constantly 
employed in counteracting: the proceedings of the General Coun- 
ajand that the dissolution of the Council would be right, and 
yot productive of injury, which declaration, he also continues 
a hig communication, read before the Council, on ihe same 
dav, "a : 

Spee, 4. That the said Henry Smith, Provisional Governor 
a aforesaid, without the adyyce, authority or consent of the Gen- 
wi Connell, did on or e Woesnintl day of December, ulti- 
m, extend commissions to’ the following private ‘individuals, 
vz: names in the pdssession of the Secretary of the Execu- 
tive, and out of the power of the committee to obtain. Š 


CHARGE FOURTH. 


SpecivicaTion ist. That the said Henry Smith, Provisional 
Governor as aforesaid, has been guilty of a gross libel upon the 
Connal as a body, in his* communication dated January 9th, 
1836, by charging the Council with resolving itself into low, 
mtriguing, caucussing parties ; passing resolutions without a 
quorum, predicated upon false premises; that he falsely and 
maliciously charges the Council with endeavoring to rum the 
country, by countenancing, aiding and abetting marauding par- 
hes, and by attemptmg to join with it a piratical co-cperation ; 
by charging the Council with violating their official pledges 
andoath ; by charging them with a desire to sacrifice therr 
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country at the shrine of plunder; by charging the Council with 4 
corruption and deception ; by using towards them foul and senp. $ 
rilous language, and vile epithets, calling members scoundrels 4 
and parricides, and descending to low ridicule of natural ip. § 
firmitives of individual members, and for many other false, ma. $ 
licioas and libellous charges against said Council contained ing 
the aforesaid communication. 
Spec. 2d. That the said Henry Smith, Provisional Govemor’ 
as aforesaid, in the same communication referred to in specifica. § 
tion first, under charge fourth, has been guilty of grossly libell. § 
ing individual members, ın language degrading to his official $ 
station, and thereby endeavoring to brng individual members 
into ridicule and contempt. 5 z 
Spec. 3d. That the said Henry Smith, Provisional Goyer. § 
nor as aforesaid, did, in the presence of one of the members| 
of the General Council and other citizens present, utter and: 
publish slander of individual members and of the Council gen- 
erally, originating In vindictive malice, caused by the Councils § 
exercising their constitutional right of passing into ordinances, 
acts which he had given an executive veto, at the same tute j 
declaring his determination of introducing schisms into the} 
Council. g 
Spec. 4th. That the said Henry Smith, Provisional Gover § 
nor as aforesaid, through the medinm of spies and tale bearers, 4 
and by low intriguing management with such description of § 
persons, seeks to procure information of the proceedings and $ 
opmions of the Council and of its members, endeavoring to pry | 
into the sanctity of its secret sessions, which he himself recom- į 
ro and listens to false and malicious misrepresentations, § 
such as are to be expected from the class of persons who would | 
be employed for such vile purposes. - 
Spec. 5th. That the said Henry Smith, Provisional Gover § 
nor as aforesaid, shows his official inconsistency and mis- 
management; First, by his communication of the —— day 
of January, when he commends the patriotism of McKinney 
and Williams, and after appointing the same Mr. McKinney 
tò take charge of the Government vessel, he in a communica į 
tion dated January the ninth, calls the same Mr. McKinney | 
a deceiver and a land pirate. Second, he strongly recom 
mended the Commanding-General to treat with the Cheroke | 
Indians of the east, in a few days afterwards, orders him s J 
veral hundred miles to the west; he recommended the pur $ 
chase of the vessel of McKinney an d Williams, which is now $ 
offered to the Government, when a member of the committee $ 
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dsafety of Columbia, and now éndeavors to embarrass and 
jefeat the execution of the same contract. j 

Spec. 6th, That the said Henry Smith, Provisional Gover- 
yor as aforesaid, manifested his contempt of the powers and 
thority of the General Council by appointing officers with- 
git the consent of the General Council, as set fourth in speci- 
feation second, third and fourth under charge the third. 

Spec. 7th. That the said Henry Smith, Provisional Govern- 
grasaforesaid, neglected and refused to instruct the commis- 
joers treating with the Cherokee Indians, agreeably to the 
resolutions of the General Council. He usurped the rights 
if the Council in transcending his authority tor giving them 
structions, especially to procure the proper officers for the 
vy. He exercises the Executive veto, to gratily private 


sith manifest disposition to exercise dictatorial powers over 
he representatives of the people. He has by his communi- 
ation of the ninth of January instant, attempted to dissolve 
the Provisional Government of Texas, by endeavoring to 
aarm them: with proclamations, interdicting communications 
between the Departments of Government, and declaring the 
General Council adjourned until the first of March next, un- 
kss the representatives of the Sovreign People would yield 
w humiliating concessions and conditions dictated by himself, 
and yield themselves the slaves of his will and pleasure. 
R. JONES, Chairman. 

R. R. ROYALL, } ? 

JESSEE BURNHAM, p Committee. 

E. COLLARD, ` 


On motion of Mr. Royall, 

Resolved, That the address to the people of Texas be sign- 
ed by all the officers and. members of the General Council. 

The following communication was received from Henry 
Smith, which was read and referred to a committee consis- 


tng of Messrs. Clements and Royall. 


Executive DEPARTMENT or TEXAS. 


Tothe Honorable, the President, and Members of the Legislative 
Council ; 


GENTLEMEN!-— 
, The communication sent to your body on the tenth inst., 
m which I used much asperity of language, which I consid- 


è 


malice, and without regard to reason, truth or consistency, , 
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ered at the time was called for from me; owing to what pi 
deemed improvident acts of your body, m which I considered! 
much intrigue aud duphcity had been used, which wag inf 
thei nature and tendéncy calculated to breed confusion and; 
greatly injure the public good. Among other things the apd 
pointment of Colonel Fannin, was one which I deemed m 
warranted by law and of injurious tendency. If the act oi! 
your body was ratified by me, it 1s plain and evident, that! 
neither the Commander-in-Chief, the Council, nor the Execy. 
tive, could have any contiol over him. I therefore deemed it 
a gross insult offered by the Ceuneil to my Department, and 
one which I was not willing to overlook. I admit that I te! 
pelled it with a keenness and asperity of language beyond the 
rules of decorum ; because I believed it was certainly mtend- 
ed as an insult direct. If therefore your body should thmh} 
proper to acknow ledge their error by an immediate correction $ 
of it, which I consider would only Le tbeir reasonable duty. § 
all differences between the two Departments should cease; 
and so far as Tam conceined be forever busied in oblivion, | 
And tbat friendly and harmonious intercourse resumed 
which should ever exist between the different branches of the | 
Government. I suggest and solicit this from the purest mo į 
tives, believing the public gond would thereby be advanced, | 
Believing that the rules of Christian charity require af vsto 
bear and forbear, and as far as possible to overlook the errers | 
and foibles of each other. Ta this case I may not have eser- | 
cised towards vou: body that degree of forbearance which | 
was probably your due. Ifso, [have been labouring under | 
error, and as such hope, you will bave the magnanimity to 
extend it to me.” And the two branches again harmonize to į 
the promotion of the true interests of the country. 

Tam respectfully gentlemen, 

Yours &c. 


HENRY SMITH, Governor. 


On motion, the House adjourned till three o’clock P. M. 
THREE O'CLOCK, P. M 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Royall from the committee to whom was referred tle 
communication of Henry Smith received this morning, pr 
sented the following report, which was read and after some 
discussion adopted. 


309 


Your committee to whom was referred the communication 
of Henry Smith, late Governor of the Provisional Govern- 
mnt of Texas : 3 

Report the following resolutions for adoption; 

Resolved, That this Council has received the communica- 
ton in the spirit of compromise, at too late a period to be met 
bythat spirit of accommodation offered and urged a short 
ime since. 

Resolved, That as the slanderous communication of Henry 
Smith, late Governor of Texas, has been acted upon and is 
nw before the public, this Council cannot, in justice to their 
oustituents and themselves, do otherwise than lay before the 
pople all the facts connected with that unfortunate transac- 
ton, and the-motive by which this Council was actuated, and 
fecircumstances which compel them to adopt this course. 

Resolved, That the communication alluded to be returned 
wether with a copy of the charges and specifications prefer- 
ed against the said Henry Smith; late Governor atoresaid, 
or malfeasance and misconduct in office, and that he be noti- 
fed to reply within three days, or that the trial will proceed 
hereon, before the Genera] Council ex parte. 

J. D. CLEMENTS, Chairman. 
R. R. ROYALL. i 


On motion the Council adjourned till to-morrow morning 
noe o'clock. ` 


, 


i E 
| Covuxorr-HaLL, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
| January 13th, 1836. ` 


NINE O'CLOCE, A. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings were read. 

H. C. Hudson appeared and filed his bond with approved 
security, and took the oath of office as Comptroller of the 

reasury. 

Mr. Claiborne West, a member of the Council from the 
Municipality of Jefferson, offered his resignation to the House, 
which was accepted, and thereupon G. A. Patillo from the 
same Municipality presented the testimonials of his election, 
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took the oath of office, and his seat as a member of the Comp. | 
cil from the same Municipality. 4 

On motion of R. R. Royall, ıt ıs ordered tat the resolutions | 
of this House, appointing Colonel J. W. Fannin the agent of 
Government, for raising and concentrating: volunteers, and| 
holding an election for officers to make a descent upon Mata-§ 
moras, be forwarded to the printer for publication, with the $ 
address to the people adopted yesterday. 

On motion of Mr. Hanks, a committee was appointed, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Hanks, Clements and Jones, io wait upon § 
Governor Robinson, ‘to infoim Iim that the House was jn ses] 
ston and ready to receive any communication from him; who 
returned in a few minutes and ieported that they had waited} 
on the Governor, and that he returned bis thanks to the Hous 
for their polite attention, and would be ready to communicate 
to them this afternoon. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the draft beretofore drawning 
favor of a special committee appointed’ to procure paper for] 
the use of the House, and was afterwards ordered to lie'on | 
the table, was taken up and placed at the disposal of the same | 
committee. ‘ f 

Mr. Thompson from the committee on finance, made the 
following report: which was read and adopted, the resolution} 
accompauying (he same, were ordered to lie on the table. 


To the Honorable President and members af the Gereral Comal, | 


Your committee to whom was referred the communication 
of Mr. J. W. Moody Auditor of public accounts, have had the 
same under consideration, and beg leave to report, that they 
accept the apology offered by the Auditor for not making bis } 
report, asis required of him by the duties of his office. And 
also, that they believe it necessary and expedient that a suffi- 
cient sum be allowed him to purchase paper for the purpos 
of making books of record, buying ink, quills, and other things 
necessary for his office, for whuch purpose they would recom 

+ mend the following resolution : 

Resolved, That*he Auditor be authorized to draw uponth 
Treasurer for the sum of twenty-five dollars, out of the cor 
tingent fund to purchase said article. 

ALEX. THOMPSON, Chairman. 

Mr. Collard presented the petition of William Burnett, t 

gether'with his discharge from the service of the volunte 
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ay accompanying the same, which, on motion of Mr. Bar- 
‘sett, were referred toa special committee consisting of Messrs. 
‘Collard and ‘Thompson. 

Mr. Collard presented the communication of F. W. John- 
wn, which was read, and on motion of Mr. Hanks, was refer- 
ed to the committee on the staie and judiciary. 

Mr. Barrett presented the petition of J. H. Forsythe, which 
‘wasread, and on motion of Mr. Barrett, ordered, that the au- 
ditor of public accounts, draw on the treasurer in favor of J. 
H. Forsythe for twenty-five dollars, to be charged and de- 
ducted from what may be due him for bis services as captain 
inthe legion of cavalry. 

Mr. Jones introduced a resolution making it the order of 
ths evening, to elect a second judge for the municipality of 
Austin, which was adopted. 


Mr. Hanks presented the following resolution which was 


rad and adopted: 
Resolved, that C. B. Stewart, secretary of the Exécutive, 
be directed to hold no further commuincation, officially, with 


Henry Smith, late Governor, but that he hold all therecords, ` 


papers, and archives of the Executive othce, subject to his 
Excellency J. W. Robinson, Lieutenant Governor and now 
acting Governor of Texas; and that the aforesaid secretary 
communicate officially with the said acting Governor, hence- 
forth, until further orders from the Government. 

Qu motion of Mr. Hanks, it was ordered that a copy of said 
resolution be furnished the said Executive secretary. i 


On motion of Mr. Clements, it was ordered that a copy of ` 


the laws jn relation to the collection of public dues on land be 
furnished to the collectors thereof. 

Mr. Clements presented the petition of G. Borden, request- 
mg instructions in regard to his office as collector of dues on 
land, which was read, and on his motion referred to the com- 
mittee on the state and judiciary. 

And on motion of Mr. Tucker, Mr. Clements was added to 
said committee for this special purpose. 

On motion of Mr. Hanks, the following resolution was read 
and adopted, and it was also ordered that the printers be re- 
quired to publish said resolution. i 

Resolved, that all public printers of the Provisional Gov- 
emment be notified not to print or publish any more docu- 
ments of any description upon the credit of said Government 
after the eleventh instant, coming in any way from Henry 


= 
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Smith, the late Governor, as no account for such printing will 
be acknowledged by the General Council, and that James W 
Robinson, now the acting Governor, will be the executive 
medium of communic tion. 

On motion of Mr. Collard, the House adjourned till three 
o'clock, p, m. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P, M, 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Malone introduced an ordinance and decree changing 
the name of the municipality of Refugio and for other pur- 
poses, which was read and the rule of the House suspended, | 
and read a second time, when the rule was further suspend- 
ed, and the ordinance read a third time, and the question be- | 
ing taken on its final passage it was decided in the afirma- ; 
tive, and it is ordered that the said’ ordinance and decree do | 
pass, and the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

The Executive secretary presented the following commu- 
nication fram Gavernor Henry Smith, which was read andre- ; 
ferred to a special committee consisting of Messrs. Barrett, } 


Royall and Hanks, 


F Executive DEPARTMENT or TEJAS. 
To the Honorable, the President and members of the Council: 


GENTLEMEN— 
Qo the ninth instant I notified your body that as the devi- 
sors of ways and means, I considered yon had performed all 4 
the duties incumbent on you, contemplated by the organic 4 
law, and as such, I consider the country would be relieved i 
from a heavy tax by your adjournment until the first of March. | 
And if in the interim any emergency sbould render it neces-| 
sary, that you could immediately be called by proclamation § 
On the tenth I received notice that I was removed {rom office} 
Not by death, inability or other casualty, but for exercising 
too much capacity; and that by virtue of authority vested mi 
your body; that you had installed a new Governor, aud h 
created a new organization. After formally breaking me you 
have been good enough to summon me to a formal trial, lear 
ing the alternative with myself to choose the tribunal belt 
whom I would be tried, whether before your own body, beg 
fore whom I had already been condemned, or before my pees 
in convention, Reason, it would seem, would direct the lJ 
ter alternative. Eat all times hold myself answerable 
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amenable as a public officer to my peers, and to none other. 
[acknowledge the receipt of the charges and &pecifications 
preferred against me by your body, and feel able and willing 
inconvention to plead to them. Reserving: to-myself in the 
mean time the privilege of taking all legal exceptions. I de- 
mand of your president as a right, the names of all the mem- 
bers present on the ninth instant, with the proper certificate, 
commencing with the first of the present month, and up to 
he present date inclusive. And all the members now pre- 
sntaie notifed, to appear at the town of Washington, as 
witnesses, on the first day of Mareh next, for by your own 
acts and the proof of your own body, I hope to be able to ex- 
sulpate myself before a liberal and uobiassed body fiom all 
the charges preferred against me. It would appear that some 
jurisdictions are not represented, others have two and some 
long since precluded by law seem to hold on, and form a part 
of your body. I think it would be well to examine these 
things, as clicumstances may render its investigation neces- 
sary. i 
: RT give your body this fiiendly advice, that notwith- 
sanding you are the représentatives of the people, they have 
given you the limit, over which they will not permit you to 
pass, and any thing, done by your body calculated to bring 
about disorganization, or not warranted by the organic law, 
will be viewed and considered as an outrage for which you 
will be held amenable. | 

What 1 have done, however bad you may view it, has been 
done for the best of reasons, and fiom the purest motives. J 
care not for popularity, and seek alone the public good. And 
#the course I have persued, so condemned by you, should 
bring down the odium and contempt of the whole commumty, 
and atthe same time be the means of saving the character, the 
credit, and finally redeem the country, I say to you, in the 
sincerity of truth, that it is a sacrifice I willingly make at the 


shrine of the public good. f 
HENRY SMITH, Governor, 


Mr. Hanks reported that he had notified the Executive 
Secretary, according to the resolutions passed this morning. 
Mr. Thompson, from the select committee to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Wm. Burnett, made the following re- 
port, which with the accompanying resolution were read and 
adopted, viz.: 
2A + 
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~ committee to whom was referred the communications of F. 
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To the Honorable, the President, and Council : 


Your special committee of two appointed to consider the | 
case and petition of William Burnett, a returning soldier from ` 
Bexar, beg leave to report as follows: 
That he be allowed for his services, . . . $3499 | 
Expenses, doctor’s fees while sick, . . . . 18-95 | 

s at this place and return home,. . . 500, 

; $58 07 | 
and recommend that the last mentioned sum of five dollars be | 
drawn by order on the treasurer out of the fund for sick sol- ! 
diers. i ; 
ALEXANDER THOMPSON, C KOR 

E. COLLARD, OIER 

January 131h, 1836.. , 


E: 


Be it resolved by the General Council, &c. that the auditor 
issue his draft in favor ot William Burnett, for fifty-three dol- . 
lars and seven cents for his services in the aimy, and pay for ! 
doctor’s fees, &c. oa 

Also one other draft in favor of said Burnett for five dollars, ; 
to be paid out of the fund for sick soldiers. i 

The orders of the day were called up. l , 

Mr. Tucker’s resolutions in regard to the wagon, team and | 
harness pressed and taken by James Grant from Jobn Gilbert , 
was taken, and Mr. Hanks offered a substitute, and on motion ° 
of Mr. Hauks, both were ordered to lig on the table until to- | 
morrow. . a Fes i 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the orders of the day were sus- 
pended. l : 

Mr. Barrett presented a report and resclutions from the 


W. Johnson, which Mr. Royall moved to reject. 
And thereupon the ayes and noes being called for, the vete 
was as follows: Ayes—Messts. Burnham, Cle ments, Peto, 
Royall, Malone, Thompsgn—6. And thereupon no further 
action was had. 
On motion of Mr. Royall, the House adjourned till nine 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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CovucıL-HALL, San FELIPE pe Avstiny, 
January 14th, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings being read, 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, ordered that the journal of the 
House from the tenth to the thirteenth instant, inclusive, be 
frnished the printer for publication. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the thanks af this House were re- 
uned to Judge West, for the prompt, efficient and firm man- 
wrin which he has discharged his duty as å member of this 
Council. , 

Mr. Barrett presented a letter from Samuel Williams dated 
January 2d, 1836, which was read and referred to the com- 
uittee on military affairs. ae 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the vote of the House on the 
report and resolutions of the committee to wham was referred 
the letter of Colonel F. W. Johnson, was reconsidered, and 
ihe said report and resolutions as amended were presented by 
Mr. Thompson, which on motion of Mr. Hanks; were adopted 
nthe following form: ~ 


Th the Honorable the General Council of the Provisional Ge- 
vernment of Texas. 


Your committee to whom was referred the letter of Col. F. 
W. Johnson, of the seventh of January, report: That the state- 
ment of Col. Johnson, connected with the recent disclosure to 
this House, of executive acts heretofore kept from their know- 
kdge, places the expedition got up for a descent upon Mata- 
moras bv the volunteers at Bexar, ina point of view, widely 
diferent from that which was first presented to them, with the 
nowledge of facts then acted upon. The strong objections 
ofthe Governor to the movement of the volunteers, as repre- 
ented in Col. Johnson’s first communication to this Council, 
induced the apprehension that all was not right. But upona 
firther knowledge of facts, it appears that the measure as 
adopted by Col. Johnson, arose from an apparent legal au- 
thority from the Provisional Government, and which this 
Council, will not, at this time disclaim, as they would have a 
rgbt to do. * 
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Edward Burleson being commissioned by the Governor 
without the knowledge of the General Council, General and 
commander-in-chief of the volunteer army before Bexar, as 
such had the right of appointing his staff with the rankofcolo- 
nels. This situationand rank were conferred upon, F. W. John- 
son and James Grant, as appears by evidence known to your 
committee. Onleaving Bexar, General Burleson left Col. John- 
son in command, be also having succeeded to the command in 
Bexar, on the death of Colonel Milam, during the stor ning of 
that place, An expedition against Matamoras was called for, by 
sound policy, the voice of the people, and the opinions of most 
members of the General Council. -The commanding general, 
Burleson, was advised to pursue that measure by members of 
the GeneralCouncil; and on the command devolving upon Colo. 
nel Johnson, bis situation required him to act, upon the orders he | 
had received, directed to General Burléson. Thecall was made 
for volunteers for the expedition, and a plan of operations con- | 
certed. Col. Johnson, like a true patriot, presented the whole | 
to the Governor, and laid the same before the General Coun- | 
cil and although some misconceptions of rights, had arisen ; 
among the volunteers, from the want of a proper knowledge 
of the existing laws upon the army organization, yet no ma | 
terial obstacles would have arisen to stop or embarrass the 
expedition, as planned, had the preceding facts been earlier ; 
disclosed, and other difficulties had not been thrown in the 
way by designing men, 

Your committee cannot advise a departure from the laws 
adopted by the Government regulating the volunteer service. 
General rules must be respected. But no consequences can 
possibly arise affecting the rights of volunters as contemplated 
by the seventh section of an ordinance and decree, creating 
and organizing an auxiliary volunteer corps for Texas, which 
would not follow the plan proposed by Col. Johnson. These 
volunteers are willing to go out under the authority of the Go 
vernment, but incline to prescribe the manner; which cannot 
be admitted without violating existing laws. This, reason, 
sound policy, and good faith to other volunteers forbid. And 
yet the difference is quite immaterial in effect; for in either 
case the volunteers are, or may be under the direct orders of 
the Governor antl Council, equally at the election of them 
selves through their officers. z 

Your committee therefere advise that Colonel Johnson have 
the appiobation of this Government to conduct the volunteers 
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yho have entered upon the expedition to Matamoras, as the offi- 
er of the Government, ansing from the commission of the Go- 
yernor to General Burleson, aud the succession to the command 
of Bexar tmdei his orders, and that he proceed to unite with J. 
W. Fannin, the government agent, appointed by resolutions of 
tus House, anly passed.and adopted. And that when said vol- 
anteers are all ‘concentrated as directed by the resolutions ap- 

mting J. W. Fannin, agent, &c., a commander of the whole 
jedy b2 elected under the existmg laws. Before which juncture, 
Col. Johnson should be authorized to hold an election by the vo- 
lunteers fiom Bexar, of all the requisite officers, and have the 
ame property certified and reported to the General Council. And 
dso that an election in the same manner be had, by J. W. Fan- 
nn, of the other volunteers, when assembled and in like manner 
ported. And that all the candidates so certified, as elected, 
dall be forthwith commissioned agreeably to law. And that as 
gor, as the elecdon is over, the proper reports: for operation be 
mde, and eyery action. and movement made, with thesame pow? 
asand autuonty as af commissions were extended, with the 
sledge of this Government to sustain said volunteers, in all aets 
ich they cou'd legally do, if their commissions were perfected. 

Whereupon the following resolution 1s offered to the considera- 
non, of the House with the view of carrying the objects of the 
iregong report into effect. 

Resolved chat the foregoing report be adopted by this House, 
b» the rule of vetion piesenbed as there set forth, and that a 
opy ther oft duly certified, be delivered to Colonel F. W. John- 
on and another copy so certified, sent to Col. J. W. Fannin, 
ad that tLe omorcement of its objects, will be required, in 
tamer and farm as therem expressed, in the same manner as if 
the same were reduced to and passed as a decree of the Provis- 
imal Government ` 

Resolved, that nothing contained in the foregoing report and 
solution shail he so taken, as to interfere with the ogency 
ranted to J. W. rannin by the Provisional Government here- 
tolare. 

Mr. Barrett, chairman of the committee on state and judiciary, 
made the following report on C. B. Stewarts communication ; 
which was read and adopted . 

An oidinance and decree, confirmmg the appointment of C. 
B. Stewart, as Seeretary of the Executive, and for other pur- 
poses, 

Whereas, doubts have arisen as to the regularity of the appoint- 
ment of ©. B. Stewart, as Secretary of the Exeentive, Recor- 
der, &c., under and by virtue of an ordinance and decree of the 
2 a* - 
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Provisional Government, passed, November 24th, 1835, entitle 
“an ordinance, and decree for appointing a Treasurer, &c.,.” and 
whereas the legality of his notarial acts, as such Secretary, ate 
also doubted ; to guard against all possibility of uncertainty in 
the premises. * 

Section Ist. Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby or. 
dained and decreed, by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, that the appointment of Charles B 
Stewart as Secretary of the Executive and Recorder, &c., made 
by the General Council, on the nineteenth day of November, 
1835, be and the same is hereby confirmed, and all the acts of 
the said C. B. Stewart, as such Secretary and Recorder, made 
in conformity with the law under which he has acted, are here. 
by declared to be legal, and forever confirmed, to all intents and 
purposes, as if there had existed no doubts, as to the regularity 
of his said appointment. 

` Sec. 2d. Be ıt further ordained and decreed, and it is hereby 
ordained and decreed by the authority aforesaid, that the nota- 
tial acts and administration of oaths, done by the aforesaid Se- 
cretary and Recorder, connected with the duties and business 
of his said office be, and the same are hereby declared legal and 
valid in law," in as full and ample manner, and to have the same , 
effect, as if these powers had been especially defined before his | 
said appointment, by the Jaw creatmg the said office. And also, : 
that the Secretary of the Executive, shall forever hereafter, have , 
full power and authority to do and execute all notarial acts, and | 
administer baths in all cases growing out of, or necessarily con | 
nected with, the duties of the said office. | 

Sec. 3. Be if further ordained and decreed, that the Governor, | 
Lieutenant Governor, President of the General Council, Seere- | 
tary of the Council, and all Judge Advocates of the army be, | 
and they are hereby vested with iull power and authority to ad- 


' minister oaths m all matters connected with the duties of their 


respective offices. 

The President presented a letter from C. B. Stewart, Exect- 
tive Secretary ; which was read and referred to the committee o 
state and judiciary. 

Also, a letter from M. Caldwell; which was read and re 
ferred to the committee on military affairs, 

Mr. Hanks, from the committee on military affairs, to whom 
was referred ‘the communications of M. Caldwell, of the 9 
December, 1835, presented the following report; which wu 
adopted : 

Your committee, to whom was referred the report of M. Cald 
well, beg leave to state tó the House, that in the opimon of yox 
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emmittee, no action can be had upon it for the following rea- 


= sons: a, 
4 “Mr. Caldwell is not known to this House as a contractor, and 
if he has been appointed sub-contractor, it is his duty to settle 
$ wth the individual who appointed him, and let that individual 
present his report ; that is, the contractor who appointed him, 
S Your committee beg leave hence to be disciiarged from the 
E (uther consideration of the report. i 

Mr. Clements, from the committee on Indian affairs, to whom 
was referred the letter of D. B. Friar, obtained leave to have 
l hesame transferred to the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Cullen, presented and read a message from James W. 
Robinson, the acting Governor, together with divers letters and 
documents accompanying the same, all of which were referred 
to the several standing committees of the House. . 

S ‘And on motion of Mr. Clements, ordered that a copy of the 
E message be sent to the public printer for publication. 


To the Flonoradle, the President and Members of the Gen- ` 
eral Council: 
GENTLEMEN— 


In obedience to the resolution of your honorable body, unan- ’ 
mously adopted on the tenth instant, declaring the office of 
Governor vacant, and requiring me to enter upon the discharge 
| ofthe duties of the same, according to the provisions of the se- 
ond article of the, organic law, creating a Provisional Govern- 
ment for Texas. I obey the painful and unexpected call of your 
$ honorable body, and enter upon the discharge of my official . 
duties, with a firm reliance upon divine Providence, and your - 
wisdom and experience to direct and assist me m the perform- 
mee of that highly important trust; and I cherish the devout 
| hope, that your labors to improve, save, and serve the country, 
may be crowned with success. 
§ In doing so, permit me to assure you, that no consideration 
bat the safety and happiness of the country, could induce me to, 
l accept the office of Governor, at this time, and under the peculiar 
and delicate relations existing between the General Council and 
myself, and the Ex-Governor of Texas, Henry Smith, Esq., 
with the latter of whom, the utmost good feeling has uniformly 
prevailed ; and had the honor of presiding over your delibera- 
tions by virtue of my appomtment of Lieutenant Governor, by 
the General Convention of the chosen delegates‘of all Texas ; 
and having received the personal kindness of the members of 
| your honorable body, I was unwilling to separate from you, or 
| change the relation that already existed between us: but cir- 
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cumstances beyond my power to control, or within your author- | 
ity to preveni have imposed the deplorable necessity upon } 
me, of accepting the responsible station to which, as the imme. : 
diate represuntatives of the people, you have called me. Tne.’ 
ther seek nor avoid responsibility; it is the duty of every citi.’ 
zen to obey the call of his country, and upon that principle, | 
it becomes my duty to bow in submission. a 
The assumption of power, claimed by the Ex-Governor, in į 
his message of the tenth instant, is of a most extraoidinary char- } 
acter, dangerous in its tendency, calculated to wither the laurel | 
of the here, blight with a fatal mildew the fondest hopes of the 4 
patriot, and, crush forever the heroic efforts of the freeman of | 
Texas, now grapling in deadly conflict, with the military usur. 4 
per of Mexico, and are such as I confidently_hope will meet the ` 
just indignation of an enlightened community ; for in times hke | 
these, every direct and bold attack and invasion of the rights of | 
the people, ought io he promptly repelled. Let it not with truth 4 
be said, that after having bearded the lion in his den, and driven į 
aim from it in eonsason and dismay, that we tamely suffer the | 
wolf, in sheep's clothing. to enter the fold and destroy the flock. 
The encroachments of executive power and patronage, upon į 
the rights and privileges of the co-ordinate branches of the Goy- 
ernment in Europe ond America, have formed the ground of 
complaint on the pit of the revolutionists in most, 3f hot all | 
cases, and ia ihe werent stage of our Government, we ought | 
to stop the ruraad of this hydra monster of political wickedness, } 
before it hac um or opportunity to establish itself by precedent | 
and immermoria) usere, and thereby silently undermine the tem- | 
ple of freedom dedicated to the people, before the workmen have 3 
completed the edifice. Bnt you are told in the message, that it | 
is the duty of the Uxecutive: nay, imperious necessity compels | 
him. ‘The Tyants pea! i 
So said Alexander, when he hypocritieally declared himself } 
the protector of the JiLerties of Gieece. So said Cæsar, when 
he blotted ort forever the splendid sun of Roman freedom. So 
said the Emperor Napoleon, when he wore, without a blush the 
diadem of the Cæsars. cemented with the blood of nations, ad | 
nailed the christain religion to the cross of the „Roman Pontiff 
without remorse. And even now, at this moment, Santa Anna 
declares, that for the preservation of the Mexican nation, and | 
for the hanpmess of its citizens, he from necessity, will conde- | 
scend to play dictator, and save eight milions of freemen 
trouble of governing themselves. And ayainst this principle, 
now promulgated in the message, in its naked deformity, ou 
brethren are in arms; against this principle, the gallant heroes | 
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{Sen Antonio, fought and bled, and the brave and lamented 
iam fell! And your army ıs now concentratmg on the Wes- 
em frontier, to rol] back the-bloody tide of war, upon the com- 
$ non enemy ; and can we, J would ask, silently permit the lawless 
T arase of power at home, when we have pledged our lives, 
ar fortunes, and our sacred honor, to repel it from abroad ? 

The power of the Executive to dissolve or adjourn the Gen- 

ml Council at pleasure, without their consent, or to refuse to 
onespond with them, is no where given, if it exists, it must 
ieclearly and expressly defined, and not left to implication, or 
eustruction. Fortunately, this very important question, which 
sso directa bearing on the very existence of the General 
Council, as a deliberative body, is susceptible of the most certain 
ad unquestionable solution. Under our system, all who exer- 
de power, are bound to shew, when questioned, by what au- 
bonity it is exercised. I deny the right of the Executive to 
gestion the proceedings of the Genera) Council, utterly deny it, 
wd challenge the advocate and supporter of the doctrine to ex- 
ibit his authority; to pomt out the. article, the section, and the 
duse, of the constitution of Mexico of 1824, or, the organic 
hw which contains it; toshow in a word the express grant of 
tapower. None other can fulfil the requirements of our con- 
tuhon and laws. ; 
Thold t an important and interesting truth, as an undeniable 
axiom, and not heretofore sufficiently understood, that the Gov- 
enor has no right to exercise any implied or constructive power; 
he 1s the creature of the constitution and the organic law, and 
terives all his authority from that source ; and whatever power 
snot expressly granted, 1s reserved to the people. 

The assumption of power contained in the message to dissolve 
ie Council, without, and contrary to their express will, and 
qéstioning their proceedings, and their motives as corrupt, 
gether with the opprobious epithets, freely applied to the mem- 
iets, 38, in my opinion, an outrage upon the feelings of the mem- 
krs, and a dangerons invasion of the independence, the privi- 
a the rights and powers of the General, Council, unacknow- 

ed by our laws, which the Executive is solemnly sworn to 
wey himself, and see the sarne executed, The Executive, I 
muy add, no department, canfexercise any power, without express 
gamt from the constitution, or by authority of law. ` 

An enduring monument of praise is the proud reward to the 
wisdom that devised the plan, and no less to the patriotic states- 
mn who carries into successful execution. By it, ours is made, 
emphatically a constitutional legal government, instead of-» 
gvemment moulded by the policy or whim of those who are 
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{ 
commissioned to enforce and execute its powers. By it, our’ 
Government, instead of consisting of independent, separate, con. ` 
flicting and hostile departments, has all its parts and powers ; 
united harmoniously m cne, without the apprehension of collie. 
ion, and without destroying the individual and independent exis. : 
tence of the parts. ‘ 


After the most mature reflection that I have been able to give 
the subject, it is my settled conviction,, that your honorable body į 
ought to remain in session until the meeting of the new Conven. | 
tion, agreeably to the provisions of the 16th article of the orgame § 
law, which provides, that “the Governor and Council shall con. § 
tinue to exist as a Provisional Government, until the re-assem. | 
bling of the Consultation, or until other delegates ‘are elected by § 
the people, and another Government is established.” And itis | 
very questionable whether the Governor has any separate exis- § 
tence, independent of the existence of the General Council. 
And the present situation of our country requires that every citi | 
zen should be at his post and perform his duty. I know yon | 
have made many sacrifices by remaining here; but though you $ 
have done much and performed it well, still your work is not yet | 
finished : And the most extraordinary course adopted by my | 
predecessor, renders it necessary that your labors shou!d be pro- 
longed, beyond what would have been required, had he harmoni. | 
ously continued to perform his duty as Governor. And if yout cir. $ 
cumstances require a return to your several homes sooner than § 
the first day of March next; you might call the members of j 
the new Convention to convene on the fifteenth day of February, | 
and the first day of the same month or sooner, you might adjoum | 
your body to meet when and where the members of the next | 
Convention meet. In fact I would be glad to see the new Con- | 
vention convene at as early a day as practicable. For the ; 
means of communicate the acts and proceedings of your body | 
to the people generally, has been so limited and uncertain, thet | 
I have no doubt that it is the principle cause of what dissatisie 
tion that has prevailed. But Ithink the policy doubtful, if not 
dangerous to the public interest ; upon this, as in all your fo- § 
mer deliberations, let the good of ‘Texas be your polar star, by 
which you will shape your course, and you will have the appro- 
bation of an approving conscience, and the blessings of a fee | 


The defenceless situation of our oppressed country calls for 
your prompt attention and speedy relief. Surrounded on one 
side by hordes of merciless savages, brandishing the tomahawk 
and scalping knife, recently red with human gore; and on the 
other, the less merciful glittering spear and ruthless swordd! § 
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ie descendents of Cortes, and his modern Goths and Vandals, 
mke itin my opinion your paramount duty as a Council, to 
pman permanently in session until the Convention meets, as 
dere is no other authority to provide for the speedy organizatiion 
df the ranging corps, and particularly for the security and protec- 
ion of the inhabitants of the frontier of Red River, where no force 
pyet stationed or raised. And I would respectfully recommend. 
your consideration the propriety of raising and officering the 
detachments of rangers from the inhabitants of the frontier where 
they are designed to range; that it would operate to increase the 
wtvity and vigilance of the corps and promote their harmony, 
Jotertar little doubt. _ 

The regular army 1s not yet recruited and filled up, and the 
aemy is preparing a large force to demonstrate upon us early in 
he sprmg; and should another attempt be made to uirvade Texas 
which we may have every reason to believe, will be done, we 
may expect a much more’ formidable enemy in point of numbers 
itleast, than we have yet had to contend against. ‘The organi- 
ation of an efficient army in the field, and the means necessary 
pr their support and comfort will, I am persuaded, continue to 
xeupy your time until so desirable an obfect is fally accomplish- 
a. Lrecommend to your consideration the propriety of reduc- 
ng the number of field and company officers in the regiment of 
utllery; the excess of officers in their corps, over the usual num- 
be, 18 a ground of complaint, and the objection, as far as my 
knowledge extends, is well founded., In the present embarrassed 
vate of the treasury, rigid economy, and strict accountability is 
usolutely necessary, fo secure a government for the people un- 
ktered by an overwhelming national debt. Iwould call your 
“tention to the situation of the public lands, and the embarrass- 
ments to the bona fide settler consequent upon the closmg of the 
hnd officers by the General Convention. It is believed, that the 
mason which induced that honorable body to close them by the 
wovisions of the fourteenth article of the organic law, no longer 
wists and that the re-opening of the same would be of great pub- 
licutility. I would therefore suggest the expediency of provid- 
hg by law for the disposition of public lands, to actual settlers 
now in Texas, orvho may emigrate here and settle on their lo- 
tations In accordance with the provisions of the organic law, and 
lws of colonization. And those citizens whose titles are not ful-, 
iy forfeited, should be authorized to receive them under such 
mles and regulations, as you in your wisdom may think proper. é 
Bat at the same time, I would doubt the expediency of permitting 
iy locations of large claims to, or grants of the public domain, 
util the meeting of the convention, when the members will come 
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clothed with plenary powers from the sovereign people, Ana: 
until the land otfices can be thoroughly systematized by theta § 
petent authority hereafter to be appomted; when. the policy tha! 
is to govern the’ country in the disposition of the public lands | 

te 


can be adopted by that honorable body. 


I would recommend to your attention, the propriety of opening] 
and organizing the courts of justice, on the basis of the commoni 
law of England, as bemg not only the best system of junspm4 


dence extant, but as being more extensively known, 


adapted to the wants and customs of the citizens; and as a syg 
tem, 1t has withstood the attack of tyranny n Furope and Amed 
rica, and finally tramphed. The citizens of Texas are a consh5 


tutional and law-abiding people, they look there for 


protection m the last resort, as regards questions among them 
selves; and next to domg justice, m importance, is, that it shold 
be speedily administered; for ıt is an important fact that a dely 
of justice, in many cases, is tantamount to a denial of justices and 
the organization of the judiciary is a measure necessary to secure 


peace and good order in society, and to protect and 
property and persons of our fellow citizens generally. 


F would ask your attention to the propriety and necessity of 
passing an ordmance and decree, regulating marriages, divorees 
and alimony. And also one in relation to ferries and bridges, oy 

- military and post roads, so as to insure the regular transportatioy 
of the mail, and facilitate the movements of the troops in time of 
war, as well as ammunition and supplies for the army. 


The defence and protection of the seaboard from th 


the enemy’s armed vessels, will Iam persuaded receive yourear 
liest and most deliberate attention; the flourisuing towns upm 
the coast of the Gulf of Mexico are greatly exposed to the ene: 
my, and as a temporary protection, until ‘en effectual safeguard 
can be provided for their security, I would invite your attention 
to the propriety of erecting one or more batteries at each po 
and town, upon the sea coast, and I would also advise the su 
vey of the seyeral ports of Texas, with a view to make them 
tercourse with our country more secure, ond it is ccnfidently be 
lieved that the rate of insurance Would be thereby greatly dm 


nished. e 
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A measure intimately connected with the commerce and pre 


" perity of the country, is the duty on imposts and tom 


rate of duty as now established by law, isin my opinion too 
in the present situation of the country. I would therefore ven 
respectfully recommend, in lieu of fifteen and twenty-five #4 


cent. ad valorem duty, that ten and twenty per cent be 


collected under the rules and regulations as now prescribed ly 
law. It is the interest of our country, to invite capital and ef 
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amts. by atordiig every facility in our power consistent with 
g otar- imparta u tuterests of our country. 

Asa aocessiry and important measure tiat stands intimate'y 
wnaccted with the defence of the country, andone to which F- 
pyte yo ur attention, 1s the creation and due organization of a 
orps of m wns, and as you have purchased two vessels for the 
public service, and shorty expect two more, to be purchased by 
your az2.Ms abroid, it wouid be very dasirable to have that co 
ogiaiz2d, and ready for service with as little delay as possible. 
[herewith traasm t to your honorable body sundry letters re- 
onnadı oy of Jeuteiaut Fraacis Nevil’, late of the United 
gats nuines, aid fron my knowledge or the gentlemen re- 
gnnid az lentenant Nevill, would respectfully recommend 
hm for a captain in said corps. 7 : 


arnt mè to invite your kind attention to the orvanization of 
D 


tntpiurto Texas layiiz o1 or naar Red River, into one or more 
miiciprity or municipalities, and provide suitable municipal 
aines for £12 daz ad niastritio 2 of jystice, and that they be al- 
wed tuir diz reprasantation, 11 proportion to the number of 
wbt, Layo ar Coar l, 211m the n2xt convention, and that 
pi uivite the freemen of Red River to join you in putting down 
ititary rale in our cmn'ry. Aud tie speedy establishment ofa 
mulr>.it2 fro n tas towa of Nue yriochss to Pecan point, Jonesko- 
nazi, ail s121 other p'aves,n> rid River, as you may deem 
measary, is respectfully recom nended, as the ony sure and 
gely m3113 of con atricating with that mteresting part of the 
mary, aid I woud ask your mstrncfions and directions to the 
pit-mister goieral on this subject. As connected wih the in- 
trests of t12 paople of Red River, a letter from the Hon. John 
Firbas, 1s rawit conniicated, and the sentiments therein 
aiturd, respectfully reco nneided to your consideration. 

Tharawit' tramit a letter of recommendation from Major 
At'vur Hiria 11 favor of liextenant Henry Teal avd Jacoh 
Sively, and ziviag notice of the non-accertance of M”. Jamés 
Cater of his apnointment of crptain in the regular army, ail of 
wee’ is rawectfally submitred. 

Taz 272 litin 1 of our fellaw-citizens at Sen Antonio who were 
wri led at tig stor ning of that fortress, and that ofthe garrison 
ad tow vt that pice, will claim your ear'iest attention. Tam 
informed tiit many of the brive mon at that post, are without 
the nasessary m2v13 to promote their recovery from wounds rè 
wrd in yrr defene, and the trovps stationed there are re 
Peszveits bein writ of the necessary supplies, and mawy ef 
the mortu tte inhabitants reduced. by the war, from opr ence 
and ease, to pe miry and want; humanity and sound policy alike 


dictate the adoption of such measures, as their misfortunes ind 
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sufferings require, and your philanthropy will génerously extend 
and the only 1elef I apprehend necessary, will be a far and equi. 
table remuneration for losses sustained by the campaign against 
San Antonio. 4 

The widows and orphans of the heroic men who have fallen 
in battle in the defence of the rights and liberties of the peo- 
ple of Texas, or died im the service, expect you to extend aking 
and parental hand for. their relief. 

To generously reward those who nobly fall, fighting for con- 
stitntional liberty, by wipmg the tear of sorrow trom the cheek 
of the bereaved widow and the unprotected orphan, made so in 
our defence, is among your imperative duties, and will receive, J 
am persuaded, your willing care and prompt attention. 

Allow me to submit to your consideration, the necessity of 
providing by law, for the protection of the vested nghts and pn- 
‘vileges of our fellow-citizens, who are settled, or who have claims 
to lands within, or near the settlement of the Cherokee and other 
tribes of Indians. And I would also recommend the immediate 
appointment of a commissioner to treat with the said Indians, to 
act in the place of General Sam Houston, who is on the march 
of the western frontier, and cannot now meet and co-operate 
with the other commnssioners already appointed. I deem this 
an important and necessary measure, tending to the protection 
and security of the frontier settlements, Ly sccurmg the friend- 
ship of the Indians, and at the same time doing justice to 
our own citizens, whose rights ought to be preserved inviolate, 

On the rigorous proscéution of the war against the Central- 
ists of Mexico, with General Santa Anna for their leader, de- , 
pends the safety and happiness, the liberty, nay, the very ex 
istesce of the Anglo-American population in Texass and their 
friends who have, and afe co-operating with them. Allow me 
to urge the immediate reducticn of the town of Matamoras, 
ahd its dependencies, together wit’ all places on or near Rio 
Grande, that would give the country immediate facilities, 
that will greatly accelerate our future operations, and putit 
in our power, either to carry the horrors of war into the ene 
my’s country, or concludgea peace both honorable and advan- 
tageous 10 ourselves; for be assured the terms must he dictat- 
ed to the enemy by the triumph of our aims. And T indulge 
the hope that every measure calculated to promote so desira- 
ble an object will meet with your prompt and cordial atter 
tion. o] 

` Permit me to congratulate you and the country on the 
anion and harmony of your councils, that have so happily pre 
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yaled throughout your deliberations; and ite is confidently 
hoped that the same devotion to the best interests of the coun- 
ty my continue to animate and guide you to the termination 
gt your arduous labors, union of councils; and a vigorous co- 
operation of all parts ol the country, with the able and timely 
aid fiom our friends in the United States, have already driven 
@ ite proud and vain-glorious oppressor beyond our border, and 
$ given an earnest of what may be expected if he has the teme- 
rity, to profane, with his unhallowed footsteps, the soil of 
freemen, the, pathway that he shall be compelled to take in - 
E tis flight, will be crimsoned by the best blood of bis nation, 
E andhis funeral pile will serve as a beacon light, for future 
generations, to beware, how théy invade the rights and privi- 
rges of the countrymen of, Washington,” who like the strong 
man armed, they willlay hold of the pillars of the state, and 
only fall, with the destruction of the temple of freedom. That 
the supreme Ruler of the destiny of nations, may guide you 
by his wisdom in your deliberations, and that a form of go- 
ernment, such as the people shall freely choose, and with a 
speedy and honorable peace, may be the happy result of your 
souncils, is the sincere desire of your fellow-citizen, | 
JAMES W. ROBINSON, 

San Felipe de Austin, January 14, 1836. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, ordered that the above message 
be printed in handbill form, and that two hundred copies be 
printed. 

Mr. Hanks presented the following resolution, which was 
read, and on inotion of Mr. Barrett, adopted, viz.: 

Resolved, that the late Governor, Henry Smith, be request- 
ed to send the President of thé General Council, all public 
cotrespondence, and all other public documents now in his 
hands, or which may hereafter come into his hands, for the 
disposition of this House. «| 

On motion of Mr. Hanks, it is ordered that the journals of 
the House be printed, from the ninth to the fourteenth instant, 
both days inclusive. Mr. Royall presented the account of P, 
B. Dexter, which was allowed. 

On motion of Mr. Jones it was ordered that the comptroller 
be furnished with a copy of all laws in relation to his office, 
On motion the House adjourned till three o’clock, p. m. 


THREE O'CLOCK P. N, 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment, 
The President presented a communication, directed to the 
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President and members of the Gencral Counell, fiom J. We 
Moody, auduar of public accounts, coufaning accounts of J, 
O. Blair, James Staal, aud Jobn M. White, retred so the 
connideration of the House, which were read, and odered tg 
Aie ou the table. i 

Mr. Barrett of the committee to whom was relerred the 
cotnmumecauen fromthe Eaccunve Fecretapyy. wade the bh 
„iow uig report v lnclrwes read, and together with the accom- 
pavying resolutions was adopted, viz.: 


Ts the Honorable, the General Council of the Provisional Gover. | 


ment: 


Your commitiee on the state and judiciary, to whom was 
aos 5 ad H 
referred the cewmunicanon of C. B. Stewart, secretary ofthe | 


Eseeutive and recorder of the General Council, repeat, 


That an ununterable feeling of regret has sunk Cecp inthe | 
minds of, your committee, m view of the present relations of } 


pa 


this Hons’ and the kne head ofthe Executive departivent of | 
the Governments But, inasmuch as reasons satisactory to | 
the General Council, have induced them to suspend thelune- | 


tions of the Jate Governor Smith, any refosal onthe par ofany 
officer of the-GĢGovermrent to reccenize their acts, or 10 obey 
its legal orders, consequent upon the mea-ures adopted, must 
ibe regarded as contumelious and in contempt of the ie resen- 
tives of the sovereign people, in general cont es) assembled, 
and the usual course pursued, as re ards such persons, as the 
precedeuts of other “government, flamed upou republican 
principles, will point out and justify, 

Therefore. be it resolved by the General Council of the 
Provisional Government of Texas, that Charles P. menart, 
Secretary to the Executive, and recorder dor the General 
Cooneil, for bis refusal to-compfy with the resolutions and or- 
ders of said council, as disclosed in his communication to that 
hody, of the date of the fourteenth instant, be, and he is Lere- 
by declared to be contumelious and in contempt of the Gene- 
rat Conncibaforesaid, and that notice be served on said Clas, 
B. Stewart, tobe and appear before the said General Counel 
at twelve o’cloek to-morrow, the fifteenth instant. to show 
cane why he has so dove, and wherefore he should not be 
punished, for his suid comumely and contempt, at the plea 
sure of this house. ' 

On motion of Mr. Royall, the account of James Small was 
taken up and allowed. 
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On motion of Mr. Barrett, the House adjourned till nine 
o'clock to-morrow morning. , 
é 


a 


Couner, Hans, San FELIPE DE Austin, ? 
, January 15, 1836. - = 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, 

‘The journal of yesterday’s proceedings being. read, 

The President presented a communication from J.C. Neill, 
Lieut. Colonel commandant at -Bexar, enclosing a list-of the 
men in that Garrison which was read and oti. motion of Mr. 
Royall, was referred to the committee on military affairs. 

Qn motion of Mr. Royall, the communication from Besa 
accompanying the Governor’s message of yesterday, were or- 
dered to be transferred fom the committee on military affairs, 
together with whatever observations may have been made 
apon them. _ ~: 

The President presented a communication from the auditor 
of public accounts, enclosing some accounts, about which 
sme difficulty had arisen with him and the comptroller, on 
their admissibility, which were referred to the committee on 
the state and judiciary. 

Mr. Clements, of the committee to whom was referred the 
communication of G. Borden, requesting information in regard 
tothe duties of collectors of public dues on lands, reported 
progress and asked leave to sit again, which was granted. > 

On motion of Mr. Tucker, the resolutions in regard to the 
property pressed and taken from John Gilbert by James Grant 
together with Mr. Hank’s substitute therefor, were taken up, 
and on motion of Mr. Hanks, the substitute was adopted as 
tollows: 

Resolved, that the purchase of one wagon, four horses and 
harness for the same, by Dr. James Grant of John Gilbert for 
the use and benefit of the volunteer army, viz.: for hauling 

ggage, arms and ammunition for said volunteers in their.ex- 
pedition against Matamoras, as authorized and contemplated 
by the General Council, be and the same is hereby made the 
Property of the Provisional Government of Texas, to be used 
aad subject to the order of the agents and proper officers of 


said Government ‘for the purpose for which it was purchased 
2 p* 


on 
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by the said Grant, as set forth in said Gilbert’s account; and ': 
thai the said James Grant be and he is hereby held accomt. | 
able to said government for the price, viz.: six hundred and | 
seventy dollars, for said wagon, horses and harness, if the 4 
same should uot be used for the purpose of taking the bag. j 
gage, arms and ammunition of said volunteers as aforesaid: § 
and for said wagon, horses and harness to be delivered to the 4 
agents or officers aforesaid, and the receipt of the same by : 
said agents or officers, to be forwarded to the Governor and 4 
Couned of said Government. j 

On motion of Mr. Royall, all action of the House in regard | 
to the Executive Secretary, is postponed until three o'clock | 
this evening. 

On motion the House acjourned until three o'clock, p. m, 


| 


t 
i 


THREE O'CLOCK, F. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. > ) 
Mr. Thompson from the special committee appointed to 4 
procure stationery for the use of the House made the follow- | 
ing report which was adopted: 


To the General Council of Texas: 


The special committee of two appointed to procure paper, | 
&c., for the use of the House, and the auditor beg leave to re- { 
ort, | 
j That they bave discharged that trust, and return herewith | 
bills of said articles, considered by them necessary, bought } 
of Jones and ‘Towrsend, and they have drawn on the trea- | 
surer and received and paid out for said articles, fifty dollar. | 
as the receipt on the bills of said articles will show. | 
ALEX’R THOMPSON, 

R. JONES. 


January 15, 1936. 


The Executive Secretary appeared in compliance with 
the uotice served on him yesterday, and gave his ret 
sons to the House for disobeying the order requiring him t 
communicate officially with Governor J. W. Robinson, the 
acting Governor, &c. l 

On motion of Mr. Collard, it is ordered, that the Execute 
Secretary be required to give his answer in writing forthw 
10 this House, whereupon notice of this order, signed by the 
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President and secretary was immediately sent to C. B. Stew- 
st, Executive secretary as aforesaid. i 

Oa motion of Mr. Barrett the accounts enclosed by the au- 
itor on yesterday were taken up, andon motion of Mr. Bar- 
rett, John M. White’s account was rejected, and J. O. Blair’s 
alowed. And it was thereupon ordered, that the auditor be 
guthorized to dispose of the gun and three horses alluded to in 
bis communications of yesterday. 

Mr. Clements, to whom was referred the letter of G. Borden, 
potted an ordinance and decree, supplemental to an ordi- 
mance and decree creating a collector and defining his duties, 
hich was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Royall, the rule of the House was sus- 
a and said ordinance and decree read a second time, 
Andy i 
On motion of Mr. Hanks, the rule was further suspended, 
and the ordinance and decree ordered to be read a thirdtime 
which being done, the question was taken upon its final pas- 
ageand decided in the affimative, whereupon it is ordered 
hat the said ordinance and decree do passand the title there- 
dbe as aforesaid. s 

On motion of Mr, Royall, the House adjourned till seven 
d'eloek this evening. » i 


SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
On motion of Mr. Royall, the House adjourned wll nine 


clock to-morrow morning, 


Counci. HALL, SAN FELIPE DE AUSTIN, } 
January 161th, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday’s proceedings being read, 
Mr. Barrett, chairman of ibe committee on state and ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the report of the awditor, made 
the following repart; which was read and adopted:. 


<a 
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To the Honorabie the General Council of the Provisional Govern 
ment of Texas: 


Your committee on state and judiciary, to whom was re. 
ferred the report of the auditor, with certain accounts, re 
port, 

That the course adopted by the auditor, for drawing upm 
the Treasurer in favor of assignees, or those having the equi 
table interest in claims upon the Government, by legal trans- 
fer of the original owner, made in writing is correct, provided, 
his entry on the book of records be so kept as tò show the 
name of the original claimant, and the use expressed, together 
with the name of the assignee or person to whom claims are 
so transferred, in such manner as to guard against fraude— 
The evidence required by law for proving such claims, 
should be as in other cases. 

The account of H. H. Cone and L. H. Mabbitt appear 
upon the face to be correct, but your committee’ are not in 
possession of any facts which otherwise call for the equita- 
ble interposition of the powers of this House; which your! 
committee advise should never be extended, except in cases’ 
when manifest injury will arise to persons having strong equ- 
‘table circumstances in their favor, and can clearly show, that 
the legal proof for establishing their rights, is not within their 
control... ae: 

Your committee therefore return the two accounts to this 
Council, and ask to be discharged from the further consid- 
eration thereof. 

f D. C. BARRETT, Chairman. 

Council Hall, January 15th, 1836. 


Mr. Barrett, from the same committee, to whom was re | 
ferred the petition of John J. Linn, made the following report; | 
which was read and adopted : | 


To the Honorable the General Council of the Provisional Govers 
ment: 


Your committee on state and judiciary, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Jobn J, Linn, report, 

That upon considering the tequest of the petitioner, they 
are of opinion that the practice of granting the right of re 
ptisals upon land, in favor of citizens against the enemy, ¥ 
dangerous, and might lead to acts of great injustice and op 
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B aesson, especially in case of civil war; and however in- 
Mined to extend all proper aid to the petiuoner for the pro- 
Buon of his property, m the enemy’s country. Yeur com- 
mee cannot advise this Council to place the adinimetration 
{ustice into the hands of an individual in lis awa case— 
guutd it hereafier appear, that Mr. Liun, or any other per- 
oi tas suffered loss by the enemy, under such ci cumstan- 
` PRE justice wuld require the community tO sustain, by 
mbing amends, vour committee are af opinion, that it should 
directly done fram the pubhe Treasury. rather than by 
the plan proposed by the -petitioner, in the preseut applica- 
wo i G i i : : 

‘+ * DÐ. ©, BARRETT, Chairman. 
Council Hall, January 15h, 1936. -+ 


Nr. Barrett, froma the same committee, te whom was re- 
pred so much of the message of the acting Governor, 58 
E haies to the-opening of the Land Offices, and other commu- 
E ications on the-same subject, m ule report, agcampanied by 
Boodinince and decree fur eatending and pertecting tides 
Boeters; which wa read and laid on the table. : 

Me Royall presented a resolution for allowing ninety-seven 
hilars on the claim of H. H. Coue, and direvung the ac- 
outing officer, to draw ou ‘Thomas P. McKinney tor the 

aye; which was adopted. < 
E The acconnt of Lennard H. Mabbitt, referred to the House 
tpthe auditor, was taken-up and Hity dollars allowed. - 

Me Baneit, from the committee of the state and judiciary, 
scharman, to whow was referred a resolution tea inquire 
ita the expediency of opening the courts af justice, &c., 
Maule the following report; which was read and adapted : 

f Said Teport was accompanied with an ordinance; which 
vas read the first time, and laid on the table, 


To the Honorable the General Council of the Provisional Gor- 
; ernment of Tesas: 


Yone committee of state and judiciary, to whorii was re- 
|brred the resolution aud that part of the Governo:’s mes- 
tge, as relates to the opeuing the several courts of justice, 
tenor, 

Thu the reasons for susperding civil praceedings, as eon- 
plated in the sixth article of the orgine fiw, lis ceased to 
aist, and thar the proper admimstation of jusuve in the 
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several courts is indispensable in all well regulated commyd 
nities, under such restrictions as the situation and relation 
of the country may demand. 

They, theretore, &e. 

Mr Clements, fram the committee appointed to procum 
and send an express to Gonzales, made the following report; 
which was read and adopted: i 

The committee who was appointed to`procure an expresi 
to go to Gonzales, report, ` 

That the same has beeu done, and that the individual em- 
ployed to take said-express, has returned. And your com 
mittee further suggest that the individual so employed, should 
be allowed and paid to him out of the contingent fund, whan 
ever he may be entitled to for his trouble and expenses, 

An account accompanied said report, allowing the express 
rider fifteen dollars for his trouble and expense; which was 
approved. . 

Mr. Hanks, fron. the committee on military affairs, to whom 
was referred certain communications from Lieutenant Colo 
nel J. C. Neill, commandant at Bexar, made the followin 
report; which together with the accompany resolutions, was 
read and adopted: 


To the Honorable, the General, Couneil: , 


Your committee having examined and duly considered thel 
communications and reports from Lieut. Colonel J. U. Nelli 
commandant at Bexar, respectfully report for your consid- 
eration, the following resolutions : 

Whereas the troops garrisoned at Bexar, being without th 
necessary provisions and clothing for their support and com 
fort, and the probability of its being some time yet before the 
necessary supphes from our agents in the United States, f 
the subsistence, support and use of thearmy, will be received, 
and it being absolutely necessary to make immediate provite 
ion for the sustenance and support of those troops at Bexar 
and it being impossible to drive beeves and procure prov: 
ions for their use, without horses: Therefere, 

Be it resolved by the General Council of the Provision 
Government of Texas, that Lieut. Colonel Neill, commer 
dant at Bexar be, and he is hereby authorized and empot 
ered ta employ as many Mexicans or other citizens for the 
purpose of driving up beeves and procuring provisions W 
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le troops under his command, as may be required for their 
apport, and that Lhis Government shall respect the drafis of 
yd commandant for the pay of said men in his employ, as 
esad : Provided, that the said commandant cannot offer 
fem any more money for their services, as enlisted sdldiers 
yvolunteer troops, than the existing laws prescribe. 

Beit further resolved, &c., that the sum of twenty dollars 
yrmonth, to the Mexicans employed by the commandant at 
byar, for the purpose of getting beeves and other provis- 
‘wis for the support of the troops under his command be, 
miis bereby ackuowledged by this Government, and that 
said commandant be, and is hereby authorized and em- 
eed to draw for the pay of. said Mexican citizens for 
ir services as aforesaid. i ' 

Beit further resolved, &c., that Jobn W. Smith be, and 
hereby authorized and empowered to collect the sum of one 
tousand dollars for the public dues, or any money to that 
mount belonging to this. Government, in the department of 
ketar, and to give the same to the commandant at that place, 


oomand, taking sufficient vouchers for the same, and report 


pohe dues for that department. : 

Be at further aed, &c., that an express be immediately 

meured to take these resolutions to the commandant at 
Bexar, and that kis Excellency, James W. Robinson, acting 
Soremnor of ‘Texas, be required to communicate with the 
omhandant at said post and forward these resolutions to 
wid commandant, : 
Mr. Clements, from the committee on land and Indian af- 
irs, fo whom was referred the communications from Lieut. 
(ol. Neill, recommending a treaty with the Comanche Indi- 
as, reported progress, and had leave to sit again. » 

The tollowing message was received from the acting Gov- 
emor, transinitting sundry communications from individuals; 


ni were read and referred to the committee on military 
Wars z 


To the Honorable the President and Members of the General 
Council : 

GENTEEMEN: ; 

Ihave on this day approved and signed, 

“An ordinance and decree creating a new municipality 

v be called Colorado, and for organizing the same.” 


2 


i> 


- 


ie same to be used for the support of the troops under his ` 


* 


= 


te same to this Government; and also to the Collector of ° 
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“A resolution allowing Doctor H. H. Cone ninety-five dol 
Jars.” i 
I herewith transmit for- your: information a letter from LJ 
De Z. vala Bsq to Cuptam Dimitty of the commandancyéf 
the loriess of Gohad, in rélativu to an expedition against thd 
tuwu of Matamoras. i 
A capy of the certificate of James H. Bowman is als 
communicated, detailing facts in relation to Doctor G anti 
and Captain Burké of the volonter army; all of which i 
very'respeciully submitted to your consideration. | 
I remain wi besonim ents of bigh ccnsideraticn, 

š Your obedient servant, 
JAMES W. ROBINSON, | 

January 16:h, 1836. “ l 


Mr: Hanks, fiom a select committee, to whom was re-d 
ferred a petition far certain pepers in the Land Office, made 
the following reporv; which was read and laid on theta] 
ble: . oe > , i 

Your committee, who was appointed to inquire into thej 
propnery of opening the kud offices, so far as to give to) 
the actual settlers, the citizens and those who emigrated to 
Texas, under the colonization laws, and who bave never! 
received the land to which they were entitled as emigrants,| 
seltlers or citizens, repat as follows: | 

Whereas, many of our fellow citizens having been compel- 
ed to leave iheir home and their business, for the purpose ofi 
defending their rights, ana protecting the country against ang 
invading foe, and believing it all important, (as H really was) 
to direct the publie attention, and to concentrate all the 
strength of the eountry to that single point, to wit, Bexan fori 
the purpose of dividing from “Texas her most deadly enenieg] 
those who were determined to oppress and destroy us, and (tof 
ase their awn fanguage,) to make Texas a howling wilder 
ness, aml believing. that, by stopping all land operations, for 
the present, would conduce in a great degree tw bring about 
an object so desirable, F advocated and supported every meat 
are and act of the House, which had for its object, the closing 
of the Land Offices. Believing, too, that those in the ser 
vice of their country, should have at least as good an org 
portunity of improving their fortune, and bettering their cor 
dition in life, as those remaining at home, 1 thought n noth 
ing but justice, on all sides, to close for a time, all busines 
connecied with the Land Offices. Besides, I was indu 
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y believe from communications which'I received, that frand 
yould be practised and injustice done, by surveying and grant- 
sfitles to locations of land, to which those absent were entitled. 
But the cause and reason why I was desirous of stopping all 
ynded operations, having ceased, to as great an extent, as can be 
apected during the unsettled state of our affairs and condition, 
ghich may continue for years, ‘And believing it to be essential 
the great and permanent interest of Texas, to re-open and Te- 
new the Land Offices, and landed operations throughout the 

uitry. ‘ i D 
' theyafore earnestly recommend to the-General Council of 
ihe Provisional Government of Texas, the adoption of such ` 
measures as will tend to that end as speedily as possible. 

My reasons are these o >, ; 

First. — The citizens who were at Bexar, have generally re- 
wmed home. - : 

Second.—It will harmonize the feelings and unite the people 
of the country. ; a 

Third.--It will increase our population. 

Fourth.~It will inctedse our wealth. ` : 

Fifth—By permitting the emigrants who come into Texas, 
p receive their lauds as prescribed by the Colonization laws, 
under the constitution of 1824, will prove to the world that we 
uè riot endeavoring to rob Mexico of her lands, as has been 
presented to be our object: 

Sixth—We have declared in favor of the constitution of 1824, 
wd the colonization law, under that constitution, guarantees and 
æures to every emigrant his head right to land as there set 
bih. These teasdns are sufficient to convince, I trust, every 
impartial and unprejudiced person of the propriety and neces- 
cetty of opening the Land Offices. l 

If we wish to get men to assist in ‘protecting Texas, we 
should give them such interest in the country, as to Induce them 
lobecome citizens, and they will be ready and willing, at any 
ind at all times, to defend and protect their property, their homes 
md their fire sides. It is also of the utrhost importance to throw 
apen every door and- avenue, by which capital and property of 
every description will flow into the’country. 

We should spare no pains to increase the population and 
wealth of our country, in order that the burthen and ex 
ef the war may be divided and made lighter, and render those 
m the country who have generously contributed their aid, more 
able to bear it. ie? 

Many other reasons might he offered equally as good in sap- 
port of the measure recommended in this report. Every in- 
dividual must see and feel the necessity of strengthening our- 
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selves in every respect, and way, and that as.soon as practi. | 
cable. i 
~ Mr. Royall presented, the followmg résolution; whi i 
« ,read and iaid én the table: - pel Mi À 
. Be it further resolyed that Austin Brian call upon Doctor | 
Peebles, commissioner appointed by the Convention to take pos 4 
session of the land papets, and that the said commissioner bere. $ 
quired to furnish hm such copies of papers as his petition con- 
templated. oak j 
The President submitted the following communication from | 
Ç. B. Stewart, Executive Secretary, in reply to the charge of | 
contempt, and tendering his resignation; which was read, viz: | 


To the President and members of the Legislative Cotti 
. of Texas: ; 
9 GENTLEMEN— Í 

Your commands requiring me to apswer to the chargesof § 
eontumely and contempt for your honorable body in non-obedi- | 
ence of certain resolutions, E will endeavor to comply with, | 

he construction which I have-and am compelled to place § 

, upon the 16th article of the organie law, admits no room for me | 

to -consicer the existence of any other Provisional Government, | 

` than that created by the superior power of the Conventwn; 

which consisting of a Governor and Council, constituting a Pro- i 

visional Government, were to exist until a re-Convention ox the | 
establishment of another Govetnment." . . 

Your honorable body, and his Excellency, Henry Smith, | 
thus created, it is my duty to regard, the one. as the properle- | 
gislative hody, the other; as the only Executive power. In my | 
own-capacity, created by the General Council, claimed by the | 
Executive, and executing the duties of an officer of the, Gei- 
eral Council, it would be difficult to determine by whom | 
should be controlled, did not the nomination and appomtment a 
Secretary to the Executive Department, and the duties defined 

` an the law creating a Treasurer, Secretary, &c., defining their 
duties, clearly place me subject to the Executive Head, its iw | 
mediate control, In reason and truth, I have not mueh to al- 
ledge to absolve myself of the charges above referred to of cos- 
tempt of the “Representatives in Council of the sovereign peo § 
ple ;” and if possible to prevent the recurrence of them by suck 
course as your e ee! may think best; and by gran 
ing me permission to tender my resignation. 
E I have the honor to be, 
With all respect, your obedient servant, 


; ©. B. STEWABT. 
January loth, 1836. 
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The Council having deliberated upon the above communi- 
ation, the question was put by the President, “has the afore- 
aid Charles B. Stewart, Esq., as Secretary to the Hxecutive, 
dared and purged himself of the said contempt of this House, 
wherewith he stands charged ;” when thé House unanimously + 
responded in the negative. Ri 

Qn motion, the followmg question was then put: 

‘Js the aforesaid Charles B. Stewart, guilty of contempt and 
ontumely of the Representatives of the people of Texas, in 
General Council assembled?” °” .. Bek 

Whereupon the ayes and nays were called, and there were in 
he affirmative, Messrs. Burnham, Jones, Clements, Hanks, Bar- 
nit, Royall, Malone; McMullen, Tuckér, Thompson, Collard and 
Patillo, sa t 

So the question was carried in the affirmative by unanimous 
Tole. * DATON g A age, OTRE GE? fuk: 

The question was then put by the President of the Council. 

«What shall be the penalty affixed and adjudged upon the 
sid Charles B. Stewart; for his aforesaid contempt?” 

When, on motion, the sum of ¢wo thousand five hindred ‘dol- 
hrs fine, was submitted: to the. consideration. of the'Counei ; 
wluch, aftersome discussion, the ayes and nays being called for, 
sood as follows: > © tt 
AYES—Messrs. Burnham, Jones; Clements, Hanks, Bartett, 


W 


Royall, Malone, Fhompson=—-8. oF ay 
NAYS.—-Messis. Collard; Tucker, McMulten, Patillo.——4 
' So the question was decided in the affirmative, and the fine of 
two thousand five hundred dollars agreed to. 
_ Whereupon the following judgment of the Council, ow mo- 
tion of Mf. Barrett, was unonimonsty adopted and entered, and 
copy thereof directed to be made -out and served upon the 
wid Charles B. Stewart. 7 
“Ordered by the Generat Council that C. B. Stewart, Secreta- 
1y to the Eixecittive, be suspended from Office, and that he be 
fned in the sum of two thousand five handred dollars, for his 
contempt of this Council, in not obeying its order, requiring hina 
to communicate officially with James W. Robinson, psn ee 
emor of Texas, and to hold all official docaments, and 
correspondence, subject to the order of this House, to be yemni- 
td, however, if the said O. B. Stewart, Secretary as aforesaid, 
shall at or before nine o’clock on Monday next, comply with the 
orders he has heretofore received from this Council, in ragerd 30 
his said office, and his official communications.” 
A copy of the foregoing was served npon Mr. Stewart the 
same day. 


. Certain letters and charges were presented against Judge Man- 
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son of Brazoria; which-were read and referred to the commit- | 


tee on state and Judiciary. D : 
The President submitted a communication from A, Briscoe: 3 
which was read and referred to the committee of finance, "4 
On,motion of Mr. Barrett, Mr. Jones Was add.d to the com. | 
mittee of finance. ; od 
The President also submitted a letter from T. J. Rusk: whieh | 
was read and referred to the committee-on military affairs, 
The following message: was received «from ‘the acting Goy- 
ernor, which was read and referred to-the committee on the $ 
state and judiciary: ue Tag 


t 


To the Honorable the President and Members of the Gen: } 
eral Council: , eʻa 


GENTLEMEN— .'. - = a oy eS o] 
* I beg leave respectfully to ask your attention to the impor. | 
tance and necessity cf having a ‘Secretary to the Bxetutive, as 
itis difficult, if not impossible, to discharge the’ functions of | 
that important department, without an efficient person to fill the § 
situation, and allew.me to ask, as a particular favor, the ap- 
pointment of Ej. M. Pease Esq., as eminently qualified te per- § 
- form the duties of the office. But.this, as all other appointments, 
being exclusively within your province to make, L will cheer. 
fully acquiesce in any selection you, in your better judgment, | 
may deem best caleuljated to promote the public welfare. 
Letters and communications daily arrive in this place, through 
the post office, bhy express and, by private conveyance, directed to | 
“Henry Smith, Governar of Texas.” - 4 
I would ask your honorable body to direct me, as my legal § 
advisers, whether being so officially directed; I ouglit to open 
them as the only legal Executive. I am without the meaps of 
knowing what instructions have been given to pur forign 
agents or Indiai commissioners, or’ orders to the comman 
General, or: any officer either civil or -military, neither do 
know what laws are and what are not published, and as the or. | 
der of your honorable body makes it my imperative duty to 
cause them to be published in the Telegraph and Register of 
San Felipe de Austin, and in the, Texian ant Emigrants Guile 
in Nacogdoches, it will be difficult for me to perform my duty 
in relation thereto, unless I ama put in possession of the public 
archives, now in the possession of my predecessor, and by him | 
pertinaciously withheld through the instrumentality of hus late J 
Secretary. . ` 
g a .. With sentiments, &c., 7 
JAMES W. ROBINSON. 
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Qa motion, the Council adjourned to three o'clock, p. m. 


i Í . 3 OCLOCK P.-M. 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment. i ; 
: The President submitted a letter recommending Prancis De- 
sgue for a situation m the Navy; which was read and or- 
dered to be placed on files- - ee i 

Mr. Thompson introduced the following resolution; whith 
was, read and. adapted: os o/a e t2 >h : 

Resolved by the General Council of Texas, that the Sheriff 
of each municipality be, and is hereby required, and it is made 
ws duty to take charge of all public property belonging to the 
State, such as horses, oxen, &c., in his municipality ; and such , 
ware in a wasting or losing condition, he shall sell out at pub- 
le-auction, givmg a reasonable uctice thereof; and all mo- 
nies collected by such sales shall be by him paid over to the 
wllector of public accounts: Also, to make a true and correct 
return to every court, stating the amount of money in his hands, 
what he may have paid over, and what property still remains 
m his charge. And that he be allowed for his services, ten 
per cent. on all monies so paid over by bim.” 

Mr. Jones inform2d the Council that another member from 
the municipality which he represented was itt town, ahd ask>d 
leave of absence for "himself; which was granted on condition 
that he should bring in his: substitute. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, the House took wp the ordinance 
at decree for opening and regulating the Courts of Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Collard, the rule was suspended, and the 
ordinance and decree read a second time by sections. 

Several amendments were presented and adopted ; when the 
rile ofthe House was further suspended, and the ordinance and . 
decree read a third time; when the question was taken on its 
final passage, and decided in the affirmative. 

Whereupon it is ordered that the said ordinance and decree 
do pass, and that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

On motion of Mr. Royall, it was resolved that the acting 
Governor, be furnished.with a list of all the municipalities, đe- 
signating those unrepresented, and that he require the D- 

ce of one of tife members of the late Consultation, from 
mch municipalities, to serve asa member of this Couneil. 

On motion of Mr. Royall, the House went into secret session 
for the election of certain officers, 

When the doors were opened and the proceedings ordered tẹ 
be spread upon the journal, as follows : 

c* 
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. Phe’House proceeded to ballot for. second judge for the 


“municipality of Austin. 

When Joseph Baker was unanimously elected second judge 
for the municipality of Austin , ss 
The House then proceeded to ballot for secretary pro tem, 
ta the Executive, au ka , . 

When Edward B. Wood was unanimously elected secreta. 
ry-pro tem. tothe Executive, © ov mo 

On motion the Council adjourned till to-morrow morning 
nine o'clock, . 5 - o’ 


+ + a 2? 


7 Councit-Hatt, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
i < © January 17th, 1536.. ` 


. , o> NINE O'CLOCK, A M, 


pza 


toa or s 


> 


The Housé met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of yesterday's proceedings were read. 

Edward B. Wood, secretary pro tem. to the Executive, ap 
peared and was sworn into office,. cee ee, 

Mr. Clements, from the committee on land and Indian af 
fairs, to whom was referred Lieut. Colonel Neill’s letter re 
commending a treaty with the Comanche Indians, made the 
following report atcompanied by the angexed, resolutions. 
They were read and the report adopted, ahd the resolutions 
passed, as follows, viz.: 


To the Honorable, the Président and General Council of the 
Praviswonal Government of Teras : 


Your committee on‘land and Indian affairs, to whom was 
referred Lieut. Colonel J. C. Neill’s letter of the eighth inst. 
recommending the necessity and importance of immediately 
appointing commissioners to treat with the Comanche Indians, 
respectfully report,, ` l 

-That they have had the same undere consideration, and 
yourcommittee are opinion, that commissioners should be a 
nenointed, forthwith, for that purpose. 'To secure the friend- 
ship ot the Comanche Indians, we deem it of the utmost im 
portance to the interest and safety of our citizens; and mor 
especially to those residing- on the, frontier. In accordance 
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with these views, your committée recommend the adoption of 
the follax ing resolutions: Bo he : 

Resolved, by the.General-Council of the Provisional Gov- 
emment pf Texas, that five commissioners ‘be appointed to 
make and enter into a treaty of amity and commerce, on the 
E art ofthis Goverament with the Comanche Indians. Pro- 

| wded, neyettheless, ‘said. ‘treaty when so made and entered 
into, shall be subject tothe examination of the Government 
af Texas, either to be ratified or rejected by this Government 
orthat which my succeed it, «+ ~ i 

Be it furtherresolved; &c. that said commissioners be and 
we hereby.required to'repair immediately ta the ity of Bexar, 
for the purpose of meeting and treating with the said Indians 
on the most favorable terms, ia order to secure their friend- 
ship and at the same time not sacrifice the interest of Texas, 
oreurtail the rights and privileges of her citizens. 

Be it further resolved, &c. that the sum of five hundred dol- 
lars be and is hereby appropriated for the’ expenses of said 
treaty, and.to carry the same inte effect; and that John W. 
Smith or the collector of public dues for the department of 
Bexar, or either ofthem, be and is hereby authorized and 
fally empowered to collect the aforesaid sum of five hundred 
dollars trom any person or persons indebted to this Govern- 
ment, or {rem any person or persons having in their charge 
or possession uny money or monies belonging, in any manner 
to this Government, to deliver and pay over-said sum of mo- 
ney, when st collected to the commissioners contemplated by 
these resolutions, taking: duplicate receipts from said com- 
mssioners for t. e same, one to be retained hy himself, and 
the other to be forwarded to the treasurer of Texas, and also 
to report the same to the acting Governor and Council. 

Be it further resolved, &c., that the acting Governor of Tex- 
as. James W. Robinson, be and is hereby required and in- 
structed to commission or otherwise appoint the commission- 
ers, who are to carty into effect the treaty contemplated by 
these resolutions, upon receiving a report of their election by 
the General Council; and to give said commissioners such in- 
structions as he may deem expedient, ig order to effect the 
object set forth in the foregoing resolutions, and provided the 
same shall not be incompatible with the objects herein set 
forth; and that his Excellency, the Governor, be further re- 
quired to notify said commissioners of their appointment and 
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order them to proceed directly to the city of Bexar to: make 
and enter into said treaty as herein prescribed and set forth, 

Be it further resolved, &c., that-a certified copy of the fore- 
going report and resolutions be furnished the Governor, im- 
mediately upon their passage, to be forwarded tosaid com- 
missioners by the Secretary df the General Council. 

- : : JOHN D. CLEMENTS, 
l Chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
E. W. CULLEN, o> s 
Secretary to Military and Indian Committees, 

On motion of Mr. Clements, the House proceeded to the 
election of five commissioners to hold said trenty, contem- 
plated in the above resolutions, when Edward Burleson, J.C, 
Neill, John W. Smith, Franciseo Ruiz and Byrd Lockhart 
were dyly, elected, 

Mr. Barrett presented the following resolution, which was 
read and adopted, . 

Resolved, that a cammittee of five be appainted in event of 
there not being a quorum of the members of the General 
Council present to provide-expresses for the acting Governor, 
James W. Robinson, to send for absent members of the Gene- 
ral Council and to aid and counsel the Executive aforesaid in 
giving advice and instructions to the foreign ageats of this 
Government, toassist in making and carrying into effect the 
indian treaties, and to aid, advise and assist m all other mat- 
ters connected with the Executive Department, in which the 
General Council would be required to aid, instruct, advise 
and assist in any manner or form whatever, wherein the Ge- 
neral Council should act ¢a-operatively with the Executive, 

And on motion, Messrs. Barrett, Clements, Thompson, Pa 
tillo and Collard were appointed that committee. 

Mr. Barrett also presented the following resolution for a 
finance committee, which was read and adopted: 

Resolved, that a committee of finance shall be appointed to 
consist of three, when there is nata quorutn of members of the 
General Council present who shall be and are hereby autho- 
rized to pass and allow accounts or claims against the Govern- 
ment, under the same rules and restrictions the General Cous- 
cil has heretofore done; and they shall be and are hereby 
vested with the same equitable power that now rests in the 
General Council, and shall have the power to draw for cor 
tingent expenses and to do all other acts as fully and com 
pletely connected with the object of their appointment, as the 
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F General Council has heretofore done; and the president of the 
4 Council shall be, ex-officia a member of said committee. 

$ Mr. Burett also presented the following iesolution which 
@ pas read.and adopted,’ viz: oe me 

Resolved, that in case there be no qnorum, the acting Gov- 
serpor of Texas be and is hereby clothed with full and ample 
@ pwer; by and with the advice of the advising committee, to 
@ enforce and cari y into effect-all ordinances, laws and resolu- 
$ tions passed, adopted or enacted by the General Council of 
J the Provisional Government and all other laws oft Texas. 
J And also to appoint and’ commission any officer or officers 
@ ihat may be necessary to fill any vacancy that has or may ot- 

cur, and in the same time provided, nevertheless, said appoint- 
ment-so made’ by, the Executive ‘shall be at an end and no 
longer an officer on tbe assemblidg of a qnorum ofthe Gene- 
rl Council, unless the said appointment shall be ratified and 
confirmed by-the General Conneil upanso assembling. 

Mr. Barrett pregented an ordinanee and decreecreating the 
$ ofice of marshal of Texas, and defining his duties which was 
§ rad the frst time, when the rule was dispensed with and the 
§ ordinance read a second and. third, times, when the question 
g was taken-on its final passagé and decided in the affirmative. 
k was ordered thereupon that the'said ordinance and decree 

pass. 

f Mr. Hanks presented the ‘following resolutions, which were 
f rad andadopted. 60. o> o’ 

Be tt resolved, by the General Conncil of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, that the | 1¢.Governor, Henry Smith, 
beand he is hereby required within two hours atier notice 
thereof givet, to surrender possession of all the papers, re- 
cords, public correspondence and public documents of every 
kind belonging to the Executive department oi Texas, orcause 
the same to be delivered to the ‘proper office: of this Govern- 
ment, whois authorized to receive the same, ard that due no- 
uce of this resolation shall be given the late Governor, Henry 
Smith aforesaid, with rhe name of the officer who is author- 
wed to receive the papets, documents, &¢., as aforesaid, ` 
_ Beit further resolved; that if the said Henry Smith shall re- 
luseto comply with the requisitions of the aforesaid resolution, 
within the time prescribed therein, that the acting Governor be 
and is hereby required and insiructed, to have said papers, 
records, public correspondence and documents aforesaid, im- 
mediately taken from the possession of the late Governor afure- 
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said and placed in the charge and safe keeping of the secte. 
tary pro tem. of the Executive, Edward B. Wood, and forthe 
same to be done by the proper officer of this Government as 
aforesaid, who shall receive the same, and who, in case of 
resistance shall call to his aid the power of the country, allot. 
ficers of the civil and military, and all citizens of the coun 

who shall obey the call of said officer inthe execution thereof, 

On motion, the House adjourned till three o’clock P, M. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Council met purstiant fo adjournment, 

Mr. Hanks presented the follawing resolutions, which was 
read and laid on the table: +3 - e - ae, 

Resolved, by.the General Coupcil of.the Prövisional Go. 
vernment of Texas, that R. R. Royall be and he is‘hereby ap- 
pointed an agent to take charge of and secure the wreck of the 
schooner San Felipe and: whatever belongs’ to her now lyi 
on the beach in or near Passo Cabello, and report'to thig Go- 
yernment of the situation andthe best disposition that could 
be made ofher.- + 5. © *% g ee 

Mr. Stewart, late Executive secretary, appeared and by 
leave stated to the House that he- had. certain documents be: 
longing to the Council which were held subject to the Coun- 
cil’s order. 

On motion it was resolved that the secretary of this body 
wait on Mr. Stewart and receive the documents referred to 

The secretary had leave of. absence for that purvose, and 
after retiring for a few moments returned and presented the 
docutnents to the Hause. 

The President submitted a communication frém the audi- 
tor recommending John Belden to the Hause fpr relief} which 
was read and referred to the committee of finance. 

On motion of Mr. Barrett, Mr. Thompson was appointed a 
committee to wait on the printer of the Telegraph and learn 
from him on what terms the papers have been heretofore 
printed and distributed for the Government. 

On motion, the, House proceeded to elect a marshal for 
Texas; when John H. Money was duly elected marshal of 
Texas. 

The Executive Secretary presented the following message 
from the acting Governor: 
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tite Honorable, the President, and Members of the Legislative 
- ; Counerl : 


M (evTLEMEN?— ; 

E Ilam officially informed of the resignation of the Hon. 
E George Ewing, of the office of judge in the first instance in 
wd for the municipality of Austin, and I recommend the im- 
atdiate election of suitable persons to fill the important off- 
@ «sof first and second judge in this ancient and -respectable 
Ø auicipality. 

S Ihave this day approved and signed an ordinance and de- 
E wee creating the office of marshal of Texas and defining his 
Hives. A resolution appointing a committee of Finance and 
f ining their duties. . A resolution. giving certain powers to 
I teacting Governor, in the event of their not being a quorum 
i the Council present. A resolution for appointing an advi- 
wy committee of the Council and for other purposes. And 
@ resolution requiring the late Governor, Henry Smith, to de- 
@ xer up the papers, records, &c., of the Execntive depart- 


@ rat, and for other purposes. 
JAMES W. ROBINSON. 
Ün motion the House adjourned till nine o’clock to-morrow 


, mming. 


Covuner, Hart, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
January 18th, 1836. 
_ NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
i There not being a quorum present, adjourned to nine 
éclock to-morrow morning. 


Emake 


Counci HALL, SAN FELIPE DE Austin, 
January 19th, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The council met pursuant to adjournment. SO 
There not being a quorùm present, adjourned till nine 
‘clock to-morrow morning. 
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Counctt Han, San Peis DE Austin, 
January 20th, 1836. 


a 


x 


: : NINE O'CLOCK, A! M, 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
There not being a quorum present, adjourned till nine a: 
clock 1o-morrow morning. E f 


CouxorL HALL, SAN Feuer DE Austry, 
amea 21st, 1836. 


a 


NINE 0” CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
There not being a: quorum present, adjourned till nine g`- 
clock to-morrow morning. ` 


y COUNCIL Harr, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
- January 22d, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, a. M 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. : 


There not being a quorum present, adjourned till nine o'- 
clock to-morrow morning, 


y 


a)  CounciL HALL, SAN. FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
a ; January 23d, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 


There not being a quorum present, adjourned till nine’ 
clock to-morrow morning, 
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Counci HALL, San FELIPE DE Austin, 
January 24th, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
f There not being a quorum present, adjourned till nine o- 
clock to-morrow morning. . 


2 


+ 


Councin HALL, SAN FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
January 25th, 1836. 


” 


ae NINE O'CLOCK, A. Ņ. 


The Council met-pursuant to adjournment. 


There not being a quorum present, adjourned till nine o’- 
clock to-morrow morning. ; 


Council HALL, SAN FELIPE DE Austin, 
January 26th, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 


There not being a quorum present, adjourned till nine o’- 
clock to-morrow morning. 


CounciL HALL, San FELIPE DE Austin, ? 
i January 27th, 1836. \ 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant .to adjourriment. 


clock to-morrow morning. 
2D 


There not being a quorum present, adjourned till nine o’ * 
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Councrn HALL, San FELIPE DE Austin, 
January 28th, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. : 
There not being a ‘quorum present, adjourned till nine o- 
clock, to-morrow morning. g 


N 


COUNCIL Hiss, San FELIPE DE Avstin, 
January 29th, 1836. d 


* NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


t 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment, 
There not being „a quorum present, adjourned till nine o'- 


clock to-morrow morning. 


Councit HALL, San FELIPE DE Austin, 
January 30th, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


y% 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
There not-being a quorum present, adjourned till nine o°- 
clock to-morrow morning. 


Councrn Harn, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
January 31st, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. i 
There not being a quorum present, adjourned till nine o 
elock to-morrow morning, 


a 
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CounciL HALL, San FELIPE DE Austin, 
February Ist, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. o 
There not being a quorum present, adjourned till nine o- 
clock to-morrow morning. 


eean 
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Counci, HALL, SAN FELIPE DE AUSTIN, } 


> 


February 2d, 1836. $ 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


s 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. — 
There not being a quorum present, adjourned till nine © 
clock to-morrow morning. 


Councin Haut, San FELIPE DE Austin, ? 
February 3d, 1836. \ 


s NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to, adjournment. 
The President laid before the House the following commu- 
ncation which was read and ordered to be filed; viz.: 


Exscurive DEPARTMENT or TEXAS. 


* 


To Thomas R. Jackson, Esq. to execute. 
You are hereby authorized and required to proceed to the 
Council Hall, or elsewhere, and demand of J. W. Robinson, 
former president of the Council, and the members, the follow- 
| ng documents. viz.: , a 

An ordinance and decree requiring me to commission 
McKinney & Williams to contract a loan for one hundred 
thousand dollars, on which bill a commission has issued, and 
by that body demanded and taken from my secretary before 
it was recorded in my office. Also two commissions certified 
tn that bill to have been returned, one to McKinney & Wil- 


a 


wari 


wi, a 
qaeri r eaae a ra O Taaa 


Ea 


n vna PAE AAR n e Br 


aaae mam 


352 


liams made out by the previous Council of which R. R. Roy- 
all was president. And also one other commission made out 
by me to Thomas F. McKinney, both for the same amount of 
of one hundred thousand dollars. These are Executive pa- 
pers and belong to my office, you will also demand and brm 
eme the terms on which the armed vessel Invincible has been 
tendered and accepted by the Government. You will further 
notify them that if these things are not promptly complied 
with and they immediately desist from their injurious and dis- 
organizing operations that I will immediately order their ar. 
rest and transmission to the post of Bexar to be tried by mar- 
tial law. ' 
You will immediately make to me your report. 
Given from under my hand at office, this 2d February, 
1836. 
HENRY SMITH, Governor. 


A quorum not being present, adjourned to nine o'clock to- 
morrow morning» ; 


` Covnciu Haru, San Fine De Austin, ? 
February 4th, 1836. 


+ 
NINE O'CLOCK, A. M 


: Bete 
The Council met pursuant to adjournment. — 
A quorum not being present, adjourned tll nine o'clock to- 
morrow morning. 


Councin-Haut, San FELIPE DE gia 


February Sth, 1836. 
NINE O'CLOCK, A» M. 


The Council met pursuant toadjournment. | , ‘ii 
There not being a quorum present, adjourned till nine o clo 
to-morrow morning. 


353 


Councit HALL; San FELIPE DE Austin, 
February 6th, 1836. 
i 
NINE OCLOCK A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
A quorum not being present, adjourned till nine o'clock to- 


Borrow morning. 


" 


Corncit Hari, SAN FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
. February 7th, 1836. 


x 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
A quorum not being present, adjourned till nine o’clock to- 
molrow morning. 


Councert HALL, San FELIPE pe Austin, Ù 
February Sth, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, 4. M. 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment, 

Mr. J. S. Lane presented his certificate of election as a 
membe: from Sabine, took the oath prescribed by the organic 
law, and was admitted to a seat. 

Francis W. Jackson was appointed a clerk to assist in transe 
mbing, &c., and was sworn. : 

Mr. Tucker, from Shelby, asked and obtained leave of ab- 
| Sence te return home. . 

Mr. Lane, was on motion, added to the committee on 
fnance, 

Ou motion, the Council adjourned till nine o'clock to-mor- 
row morning. ; 
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Councit Hatz, SAN FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
February Sth, 1836, 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 


A quorum not being present, adjourned till nine o'clock tof 
morrow morning. 
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Ceuncit HALL, San FELIPE DE Austin, 
February 10th, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
A quorum not being present, adjourned tll nine o'clock to- 
morrow morning. 
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Councin HALL, San FELIPE DE Austix, | 
February 11th, 1836. į 


[ NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


> 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
A quorum not being present, adjourned till nine o'clock to- 
morrow morning. i 


Corsek Haus. Saw FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
` February 12th, 1836. 
{NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
A quorum not being present, adjourned till nine o clock te: 
morrow MOLDING. + ; 


. 


Councit HALL, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
February 13th, 1836. š 


Nine o'clock, a. m. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 


A quorum not being present, adjourned till nine o'clock to- 
morrow morning. 


Councit HALL, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
February 15th, 1836. 


Nine o'clock, a. m. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 


A quorum not being present, adjourned till three o ’clock, 
pm: 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

ira R. Lewis appeared and tpok the oath prescribed by the 
arganic law, and was admitted a member ofthe Council from 
Matagorda. : 

Mr. Barrett presented the following: i 

“As the medical friend and adviser of Colonel Barrett, I 
tae examined particularly his present state of health, and 
cnsider his future health, and even life endangered by longer 
cahnement to sedentary business at present, he having “al- 
zady seated upon bim a diseased state of the liver, and is 

reptened with a confirmed dropsey of the legs, &c., the con- 
sequence of long, laborious employment, in writing and other 
brresponding daties in the General Council. 

A. W., EWING. 
San Felipe, February 7th, 1836. 


Te the Honorable, the President, and Council : 


Tnow ask to be discharged trom further attendance in the 
General Council. I hope n no objection will be made, when it 
sknown that my life is already jeopardized in consequence 
amy intense labors as a member of yourbody. My services 
were intended for the geod of my country, which no longer 
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requires them at so great a sacrifice as would be consequent , 
upon my further continuance. l 
D. C. BARRETT. 

{ 


Council Hall, San Felipe de Austin, 

February 15th, 1836. 

The foregoing being read: 

Mr. Clements presented the following resolution, which was ` 
unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, that in taking leave of D. C. Barrett, who has 
been a member of this body since its first organization, and 
whose long confinement to the arduous duties which have de- 
volved upon him, has greatlyimpaired his health. Weassure | 
him that his talents and services are properly appreciated by 
the members who have been associated with him, as we trust,’ 
they will be by the people generally. We feel sensibly that 
this absence from our councils will leave a void that cannot 
well be supplied, but in bis present state of health we cannot f 
urge him to remain in parting from us he has individually our 3 
best wishes for his welfare and speedy restoration to health. 

Resolved, that a copy of the foregoing be signed by the Pre- 
sident and secretary and furnished to Mr. Barrett. 

Mr. Bartlett Lewis presented himself and took the_oath of 
office prescribed by the organic law, and was admitted a 
member of the Council from Mercer. | 

Mr. Lewis presented several communications respecting 
remitting duties, &c. which were ordered to be placed on file 
until a quorum of the Council assemble. 

On motion, the Council adjourned till nine o’clock, to-mor- 
row morning. _ 


techn 


Councit HALL, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
February 16th, 1836, 


Nine o'clock, a. tie 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. : 
* Mr. Clements presented the following resolution which was 
read and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Council adjourn to meet at the town of 
Washington on the twenty-second day of this month, and that 
the acting Governor and other officers connected with the Pro- 
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I «sional Government be notified of the fact and requested to 
anove their offices to that place. - 

E Qo motion, the Council adjourned accordingly, to meet the 
Hnd inst, at nine o’clock in the morning. 


mmama 


Cooscm-HaALL, Mer 
Februáry 22d, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met this day pursuant io adjournment. 
# A quorum not being present, adjourned till nine o’clock to- 
@ qorrow morning. 


Councit Hatt, WASHINGTON, 
' February 23d, 1836. 


Nine o'clock, a. m. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
j Aquorum not being present, adjourned till nine o'clock to- 
morrow morning. 


EN PE 


Counci, HALL, WASHINGTON, 
February 24th, 1836. 


Nine o'clock, a. m, 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
| Aquciom not being present, adjourned till nine o'clock to- 
morrow morning. j aS 


w 


Councit HALL, WASHINGTON, 
February 25th, 1836. 


Nine o'clock, a.m. 
« 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
vÀ quorum not being present, adjourned till nine o’clock to- 
morrow morning. : 
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Councrin HALL, WASHINGTON 


£ 
February 26th 1836. } $ 


Nine o'clock, a.m. 3 
The Couacil met pursuant to adjournment. 


A quorum not being present, adjourned till nine o’clock tof 
l morrow morning. 


, Counci, HALL, WASHINGTON, 
February 27th, 1836. 


Nine o'clock, a. m 
l The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 


A quorum not being present, adjourned till nine o'clock to-| 
morrow morning. 


= Councit HALL, WASHINGTON, 
February 28th, 1836. 


Nine o'clock, a.m. 
The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 


A quorum not being present, adjourned till nine o'clock to- 
morrow morning. i 


Councit Haru, WASHINGTON, 
Marcu 1, 1836, 


Nine o'elock, a.m. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 


A quorum not being present, adjourned till nine o'clock to- | 
morrow morning. 


eR erence 
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March 2, 1836. 


} 
| Nine o'clock, a.m. 
Tuo Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
Aquorum not be'ug present, adjourned till nine o’clock to- 
POUR sACPNoNZ. a 


Covnci, HALL, WASHINGTON, ? 


` 
ẹ 


Councn. HALL, WASHINGTON, 


i Maich 3d, 1836. ? 


“NINE O'CLOCK, A. M 


The Council met pursuant to adjourr ment, 
A quorum not being present, adjourned tilt nine o’clock to- 
morrow morning. , 


> meen ~ 


Counc Hatt, WASHINGTON, ? 
March 4th, L836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

-Acommittee from the Convention (in session at this place) 
‘nsisting of Messrs. Parmer, Houston and Coleman, came in, ‘ 
adthrough Mr. Parmer verbally informed the Council that 
ite convention had assembled and were organized. 

To which the president replied verbally, “that the mem- 
‘bers of the council were ready to deliver their archives to any , 
fvernment that might be established by the convention, or 
wany person: authorized by that body to receive them, and 
‘begged the committee to return thanks to the Convention for e 
‘their attention, &c. ; E 
, À quorum not being present. 
_ Ða motion the House adjourned till nine o’clock to-morrow 
Horning. i 


i 
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Councin Hatz, WASHINGTON, 
March 5th, 1836, 


NINE O'CLOCK, A.M, | 


fi 


ange 


” The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
„A quorum not being present, adjourned till nine o’ clock to. 
morrow morning. 


Covncit Hart, WASHINGTON, 
March 6th, 1836. | 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment, 
A quorum not being present, adjourned till nine o’clock to; 
morrow morning. 


Counci, HALL, WASHINGTON, 
March 7th, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
‘A quorum not being present, adjourned till nine o'clock to 
morrow morning, 


~ Councit HALL, WASHINGTON, ? 
March 8th, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. are 
The President submitted the following communication 
which having been read, was ordered to be signed by tle 
members present and handed to the convention. 


361 
$ 
p the Honorable the President and Mewbers of the Conven- 
ton : 


The undersigned, members of the General Council of the 
povisional Government, have understood: from some sources, 
Bit the verbal notice given us a few days since, by a com- 
Bee of your honorable body, that the convention was or- 
mized, was deemed a sufficient announcement thatthe pow- 
[sof the Provisional Government had ceased. This, from 
a anderstanding of the organic Jaw, we did not think to be 
f case, nor that we could be relieved, without some decla- 
Zion on the part ofthe Convention. Accordingly we replied 
tally to your committee, that we were ready to surrender 
42 archives of the Council, into the hands of a committee, or 
nyauthority acting as a government, provisionally or other- 
xe. The unfortunate difficulties thatarose between the dif- 
vent branches of the Provisional Government, of which it is 
anecessary to speak at this time, in some measure crippled 
msoperations and prevented it'from acting with that energy so 
messary in a crisis like the present. ‘Thisstate of things we 
nected, would induce the Convention to organize immedi- 
ely some temporary authority to meet the present exigencies 
Khe country. We could not suppose that the Convention 
werseded the Provisional Government, without some de- 
tration on their part of such fact. “Ifit is so deemed by your 
morable body or if any authority is designated to receive the 
whives, we shall be ready to deliver them, and return them, 
wireturn with pleasure to our homes and the field. 
Aquorum of the Council not being present, adjourned till 
px o'clock to-morrow mornin g- 


COUNCIL HaLL, WASHINGTON, 
, March 9th, 1836. 


l NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


ThePouncil met pursuant to adjournment. 

A qurum not being present, adjourned till nine o’clock to- 
morning. 

tr 
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Councit HALG, Wasuineron, } 
March 10th, 1886. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. of 
A quorum not being present, adjourned to nine g’clock to- 
morrow morning. | 


Counc, Hatt, WASHINGTON, 
Mareh 11th, 1836. 


NINE O'CLOCK, A. M, 


The Council met pursuant to adjournment. | 

‘The president submitted the following documonts, received 
from the secretary oi the Convention. 

Mr. Rusk introduced the following resolution, viz.: 

Resolved, that the late Governor, Henry Smith, the late 
Lieut. Governor Robinson and the late Council, the late Trea- 
surer, the late Auditor and Comptroller of public accounts, 
be requested to deliver to this House, all the books, papers, 
journals, correspondence, contracts, orders, laws and all other 
papers connected with or relatigg to their several offices. 

tesolved, that the Secretary of this House make out, and 
hand forthwith to each of the aforementioned individuals a 
copy of this resolution, and request of them the books and pa-¥ 

pers referred to. 
(A copy.) - Attest, H. S. KEMBLE, Sec’ry. 

The foregoing having been read, 

The following seply was submitted and approved, and dr 
rected to be signed by the members present. 
To the Honorable, the President, enẹ members of the Conven § 

«ELON. 

The undersigned, members of the General Council, present 
avktowledge the receipt, by the hand of your secretary, sf 4] 
resolution of your honorable body, requesting the‘archivs a 
the General Council. In reply we have to say that the’ ar) 
at your disposal. From an examination of them it wil be 
seen, that the necessary laws have been passed to pepate] 
the country for a vigorous defence against her enemies, ad fr 
the regulation of onr civil affairs, which if properly exeuted 


363 


yil be sufficient to meet the wants of thecountry, until anew 
„ganization takes place under the constitution, to be framed 
ty your body. Since the eighteenth day of January last, there 
has not been a quorum of the Council present; previous to 
hat date, however, (foreseeing that such an event might hap- 
pens) resolutions by the Council were passed, dividing the 
members that might remain into committees, for the purpose 
of advising the Executive, as required by the organic law, 
and transacting such business as might be of pressing import- 
ance: such as filling vacancies in offices, providing express- 
es, advising instructions to agents and to military officers, &c. 
copies of all which will be found in the executive office. 

The secretary of the Council has directions to deliver the 
archives, at any time when called; he has been for some time 
past engaged in transcribing the journals into a book for more 
convenient reference “and their safe preservation, a matter 
that has been delayed for want of stationery. He will, if per- 
mtted to have access to them for a few days, complete. the 
work without any charge to the governmént. 

With sentiments of high 
consideration and respect. 

The following resolution was ordered to be entered: 
| Resolved, that inasmuch as the Convention has assumed to 
tselfthe powers of a government, and made a demand for the 
f archives of this body, we deem it a ‘duty to yield to that 

call, and surrender our trust into thefr hands, although not in 
t accordance with the provisions of the organic law, yet we are 
| confident that an apology for this course will be found im the 
| present distracted state of public affairs, and a wish on our 
part to do all in our power, to promote union and concert of 
| action in the defencé of cur beloved country against her mer- 
| tiless invaders. 
When the Coungil adjourned sine die. . 
E. M. PEASE, 


Sec’ry of Gen. Council. 


at 


